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Scope

The aim of Association for the Study of EthnoGeoPolitics (EGP) is to further the study
of and teaching on the cultural, social, ethnic and (geo-)political characteristics,
processes and developments in different areas of the world, at universities, institutes
and colleges in and outside the Netherlands. The association’s peer-reviewed and
open-access journal Forum of EthnoGeoPolitcs and our publishing house EGxPress are
above all intended to elicit analytic debate by allowing scholars to air their views,
perspectives and research findings—with critical responses from others who may hold
a different view or research approach. One can submit manuscripts—main articles
(peer-reviewed), critical responses (published peer-reviews), short articles and/or
book reviews and larger review essays—to info@ethnogeopolitics.org. We charge no

fees for any of the submitted and/or published manuscripts. See
www.ethnogeopolitics.org on the association’s foundation, founding (editorial) board

members, aims, activities and publications—and particularly the freely downloadable
copies of the journal’s issues and the individual contributions in each issue.
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** % Call and Guidelines for Contributions * * *

Our journal is nowadays ready to receive contributions in Russian,
German, Spanish, Arabic, Persian and other non-English languages
(though all require English abstracts) as well. We at the Editorial Board
do not apply a strict wordlimit, but we prefer full-fledged research
articles of no more than 10,000 words. We also welcome short
analytical articles, book reviews, review essays, and opinion pieces. We
charge no fees for any of the submitted and/or published manuscripts.
We provide Open Access in accordance with our Creative Common
License policy which can be consulted on our website.

Regular contributors may get a guaranteed space in multiple issues of
our journal, with a recognisable header like ‘Dorsey’s Column’ for James
M. Dorsey’s contributions. From now on, if requested, authors may get
online prepublications of their contributions prior to their placement
in the next issue or volume of our journal.

Furthermore, we welcome contributions for special issues on common
themes, like the one on Human Security in our Winter 2015 issue.
Association of EthnoGeoPolitics is willing to (re)publish through our
new publishing house EGxPress special issues in book form—and
publish monographs and other manuscripts in book form as well.

Research essays—particularly so-called ‘Main Articles'—undergo
rigorous peer-review from at least two peer-reviewers. Extensive (book)
review essays that have undergone such review as well, are also
considered Main Articles.

We welcome and publish open comments i.e. critical responses—
particularly those of peer-reviewers—in order to encourage feedback
and debate. These responses can be anonymous if their authors wish
so. Still, we encourage them to publicise their names under their
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contributions, as the latter will thus become better citable, referable
and indexical as sources and publications.

Of course we at the Editorial Board decide whether or not to publish
(excerpts from) peer-reviewers’ comments, based on considerations of
utility and usefulness for ongoing debate. Thus the absence of published
peer-reviews and comments does not mean that these do not exist; thus
some peer-reviews are not published because their comments have
been addressed by the author in his or her contribution. To reiterate,
Main Articles have undergone generally two or more peer-reviews.

The Editorial Board may publish some of the later comments on
published contributions as critical responses (maximum 3,000 words)
in one or more subsequent issues of the journal. Extensive critical
responses with source references may be published as full-fledged,
separate research articles.

The publication of all such manuscripts, ranging from peer-reviewed
articles to opinion-pieces, do not necessarily mean that we approve
everything that the contributors may say. They themselves are
responsible and accountable for their statements.

For each submitted manuscript, please supply your full name, academic
and/or other professional titles and affiliations, address(es) and other
contact details, as well as your research specialisms and any major
publications. Please submit these details with your manuscripts at
www.ethnogeopolitics.org/contact-2, or to info@ethnogeopolitics.org.

See for more details on the submission process of main articles and
other manuscripts www.ethnogeopolitics.org/publications.

We thus welcome your contributions, ranging from articles to
transparent reviews and comments on these articles.
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Editorial

State of the World, our Journal and EthnoGeoPolitics

Caspar ten Dam

State of the world

As we have discussed and analysed via multiple contributions in our
journal over the years—and as we do in some contributions in this 2024
volume—we continue to face endemic crises in the world, ranging from
domestic and ritual violence to (repressions of) often violent protests,
low-intensity conflicts and full-scale wars and their aftermaths. A typical
example of endemic conflict is the one in and about Nagorno-Karabakh,
which ostensibly ended in an “apparently definite Azeri victory” in late
September 2023 (Ten Dam 2023: 10 (quote); see esp.). * As I have
indicated in the Editorial of the preceding 2023 volume, the question
remains whether manifestations of “public and private violence are
truly on the wane globally, or can ever be” (Ibid 2023: 8).

Many a conflict certainly is ongoing, with no (immediate) end in sight,
like the Russian-Ukrainian War. As I and Ab de Buck point out in our
new opinion piece in this volume, our initial optimism that Ukraine’s
“fierce Ukrainian resistance, helped by strong ... support from the West
... has stymied and even reversed the Russian invasion” (Ten Dam 2022:
9 (quote); Ten Dam & De Buck 2022: esp. 205-206) has dimmed
considerably. Thus Russian (counter)offensives in 2023 and 2024 clawed
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back some of Ukraine’s territory it had occupied before in the early
phase of the war—aided by the half-year delay in new US military aid.

We do remain confident that Ukraine will win the war and regain most
or all of its territory currently occupied, especially with replenished
ammunition and weaponry from its own armouries and those from
abroad—unless a certain Mr. Trump regains the US Presidency and
scuttles (much of) US and other foreign aid to Ukraine, as has happened
to a large degree by the time this delayed 2024 volume has come out.

State of our journal and ‘our’ discipline of Ethnogeopolitics

Despite wars and other crises across the globe having affected or still
affecting many members of our Editorial Board, we initially believed
that we had finally “managed to partially overcome the structural
backlog” in the production of volumes of our journal that had occurred
over the years (Ten Dam 2022: 8-9 (incl. quote) ).

However, the late outing of the 2024 volume and the immediately
preceding volumes attest to the fact that the following factors are still in
play or have returned with a vengeance: 1) few editorial-board members
have time and opportunity to regularly contribute nowadays “often due
to personal and security challenges”; 2) few editorial-board members
have time and opportunity nowadays to regularly approach prospective
authors to contribute to our journal, also “due to said personal and
security challenges”; and 3. we face the “increasing difficulty to find and
sustain a sufficient number of peer-reviewers for our main
contributions” (who are also willing to publish their reviews as Critical
Responses in our journal), mainly due to the ever “increasing workloads
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among academics” and the unfairly low impact factor and consequent
status of peer-reviews as academic publications (Ten Dam 2023: 11-15
(incl. quotes) ).

Remarkably, these delaying factors have not prevented EthnoGeoPolitics
(EGP)—here succinctly, preliminarily and contestably defined as the
politics of human groups with ethnic, religious, ethno-religious and other
cultural identity traits—from becoming a recognised composite, if
(deliberately) fluid, concept for a new multidisciplinary field of studies for
numerous scholars, students and practitioners across the world (see for
more extensive EGP definitions Rezvani & Ten Dam 2020:14; Rezvani 2019:
esp. 30-31). Still, the name recognition and application of EGP as a
‘multidisciplinary discipline’ is spreading rather slowly beyond the confines
of our own association, journal and networks (Ten Dam 2023:15-18).

Be that as it may, the current 2024 volume is slimmer than usual, with
fewer (lengthy and/or peer-reviewed) contributions by both new and
regular contributors than usual, in an ultimate effort to overcome the
persistent backlog in our publication cycle. > Even so, with the current
‘slimmed-down’ volume we have just managed to reduce the publication
backlog from at least six months to around four months at best. So there
is still some way to go.

Despite the above-mentioned challenges, this volume contains some
significant, insightful contributions that should interest the reader and
further the study of ethnogeopolitics as a phenomenon, concept and
discipline (or a set of interrelated phenomena, concepts and
disciplines)—including a number of peer-reviewed Main Articles,
including the one in English and Arabic on the ‘Turkmen of Tuz
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Khurmatu District’ under Iraqi and Kurdish rule by our new regular
contributor Sheth Jerjis, and the one on ‘ethnocultural interaction in the
middle reaches of the Syr Darya’ by our new senior editor Shohista
Hamroqulova (or transliterated as Shokhista Khamrokulova in English)
and our chief editor Prof. Babak Rezvani. Moreover, the Russian-
language contribution on ‘Ethics in Social Sciences’ by Babak Rezvani
together with two of his colleagues at two major universities in
Uzbekistan as co-authors, is relevant to EGP if only because this
discipline frequently takes place in the social sciences and frequently

applies social-scientific methodologies as well. 3

Casparten Dam (MA political science at Leiden University) is Executive Editor
of this journal. He is an experienced conflict analyst with his own research
company based in Leiden, the Netherlands. info@ctdamconsultancy.com

Endnotes

1. We had hoped to have “one or more contributions” analysing this
“apparently definite Azeri victory in the Karabakh conflict” in this
current volume (Ten Dam 2023: 10), in more depth and detail than my
own brief discussion of it in the preceding volume (Ibid: 9-11). Yet
continuing delays in receiving a/o (peer-)reviewing such
contributions make their publication only possible in the 2025 or later
volumes of our journal.

2. Thus in order to slim down and thereby speed up the publication of
the 2024 volume of our journal, we have asked some of our
prospective, new contributors—and some of our regular
contributors, like Rodolfo Valentino and James Dorsey—for their
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patience: their regular contributions, including planned or already
submitted manuscripts, can appear once more in the 2025 and
subsequent volumes of our journal.

3. Notably, Prof. Babak Rezvani, Prof. Akbar Utemuradov and Prof. Feruza
Rashidova hold professorships that lie at least partially in the
humanities rather than social sciences (see their bio summaries shown
at the end of their contribution). Still, the given that they focus here on
the challenges of conducting ethically correct research in the social
sciences attest to their multidisciplinary backgrounds and expertise.
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NB: do you have any comments on the Editorial? Please send these to
info@ethnogeopolitics.org, or via contactform at www.ethnogeopolitics.org.
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“Expert” cartoon by Caspar ten Dam; www.ctdamconsultancy.com

Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics Vol.12 Nos.1-2 Winter 2024

13


mailto:info@ethnogeopolitics.org
http://www.ethnogeopolitics.org/
http://www.ctdamconsultancy.com/

, Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics

P

Developments in the field

ITUKA B CONMAJIBHBIX HAYKAX:
METOZIOJIOI'MYECKHME CJIOKHOCTH U PEINIEHUA

(Ethics in Social Sciences: Methodological Challenges
and Solutions)

Babak Rezvani, Akbar Utemuradov & Feruza Rashidova

Abstract  This paper discusses challenging issues related to ethics and
reliability of conclusions in social research. These challenging issues relate
to multiple factors, are complex, and cannot always be brought under
control by one person or institution. Therefore, easy solutions are difficult
to find. At the end, this paper formulates some recommendations in order
to overcome such problems.

Key words Ethics, Social research, reliability, agenda, priority in
research, allocation of sources

Anporanua B paHHOl craThe OOCYXZJAIOTCA CJIOXKHBIE BOIIPOCEI
CBAI3aHHbIE C 3TUKOM B COIMATIbHBIX MCCAeJ0BAaHUAX U HaJeHOCTBIO
BBIBOZIOB B COIJMAJIBHBIX HCCIEJOBAHHUAX. ITHU CJIOMKHBIE BOIPOCHI
CBSI3aHbI C MHOXECTBOM (PaKTOPOB, ABJIAIOTCA CI0KHBIMU U He BCeTza
MOTYT OBITH IIOCTAaBJIEHBI IOZ KOHTPOJb OJHHMM YeJOBEKOM MJIM
yupexkgenueM. IlosToMy Jierkue Aymu TpygHO HaiTh. B KoHue aToM
craTbu  c(OpMyJMpOBATH  HEKOTOpble  PEeKOMeHAAIMM  JJid
IpPeo0IeHU TAKKUX IIPOGIeM.
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KnroueBble croBa ITuKa, cOLuaIbHble HCCIeA0BaHNUs, JOCTOBEPHOCTD,
MOBECTKA [Hs, IPUOPUTET B WCCIEAOBAHMAX, paclpezeieHne
UCTOYHUKOB

BBEJIEHUE

B faHHO# craThe OOCYMAAIOTCA CIOXHBIE BOIPOCHI, CBA3aHHbIE C STHKOH
COLMA/TbHBIX MCC/Ie0BAHME U JOCTOBEPHOCTBIO IOTyYaeMbIX Pe3y/IbTaToB.
B 3axmoueHuM cTaTby aBTOp C(HOPMY/IMPOBAT HEKOTOPblE PEKOMEeHAAII
ISl TIPEO/i0TIeHH s Takux po0tem. CrieflyeT 3aMeTUTh, YTO HANTH ITPOCThIe
peleHys BecbMa TPYAHO, TaK KaK 3TH BOIIPOCHI CBA3aHbI CO MHOXKECTBOM
(aKTOpOB, ABIAIOTCA MHOIOIUIAHOBBIMM M He BCErja MOTYT OBbITh
HOCTaB/IeHbI IO/, KOHTPOJIb OZIHOTO YeJI0BEKA WM OHOTO YUPEAeHHs.

IToz conuanbHBEIMU UCCIEA0BAaHUAMM B 9TOM CTaThe MbI IO pasyMeBaeM
WCCNECAO0BAHUS,  OCYIECTBJAsieMble B  paMKaX  COLMAJIbHBIX,
MOJIMTUYECKUX, TYMAHUTAPHBIX HAyK, MEXIYHapOJHBIX OTHOILEHMH,
9KOHOMUKH, Teorpaduu, UICTOPUU U JPYTUX CMEKHBIX JUCIUILIIH. ITU
npo0JIeMbI CBA3aHBI He TOJBKO C IIeJIbI0 HMCClefioBaTesiel, HO Takke C
BOCIIpUAITUEM M MHTeplnperauueil apyrumu jogbsmu. HMccregosarenn
MOTYT BeCTH ce0sl STUYHO WX HEITUYHO (HaIlpUMeD, LieJIeHaPaBJIeHHO
MAaHUIYJIMPOBATh JAHHBIMU WIX (POPMY/IMPOBATh JIOMKHBIE BBIBOZBI).
OpHako ¥ NMOCTOPOHHME MOIYT HEBEPHO MCTOJKOBATh MX BBIBOALL B
1LIeJIOM MOKHO pasinyaTh:

a) vccaesoBaTesel,
0) aBTOPOB BTOPUYHBIX OTYETOB U
C) ayAUTOPHUIO.
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WccrnepoBaren 1 (4acTo) aBTOpPbI BTOPHYHBIX OTYETOB (HAIIPUMED,
JKYPHAIMCTBI) MOTYT MAHHIIYJIMPOBaTh [JAaHHBIMHU WIM HaMepeHHO
M300paKkaTh JIOKHYI0 KapTHHY PeabHOCTH WM (pOPMY/IMPOBATh JIOKHbIE
BbIBOZbL. TaKyr0 IPaKTUKy IIPEyBEIMYEHUS BEIMYUHBL, KadecTBa U
BO3/IEHCTBUA Pe3y/IbTATOB MOXKXHO Ha3BaTh CEHCALIMOHHOCTBIO0. OZIHAKO OHM
Y ay;UTOPHA MOTYT He 00S3aTesIbHO LieJIeHANPABIeHHO MaHHITYIMPOBATh
JAHHBIMA ¥ (OPMY/IMPOBATh HEBEPHbIE BBIBOABL & MOIYT (HEBEPHO)
HHTEePIIPETHPOBATh (PAKTHI X BBIBOJBI B CYOBEKTUBHOM BOIIPOCE.

Hexoropele AymMarOT M CUMTAIOT, YTO 3TUYECKHE BOIPOCHI OTHOCATCH
TOJIKO K TIIOJIEBBIM paboTaM, NPHUKJIALHOMY AacCIeKTy COLMAIbHBIX
OTHOIIEHUH. /leCTBUTENBbHO, B TAKUX AU CLUILIMHAX, KAK aHTPOIIOJIOTHS,
rymMaHUTapHas reorpagua U T. [, UCIOJIb3YIOUIUX TI0JeBble
WCC/IeJOBAHUA B Ka4yeCTBe OCHOBHOTO METO/A MCCIeA0BaH s, 00y4eHHe
9TUYECKUM BOIIpOcaM IpremieMo. TeM He MeHee, Takue IPOOJeMbI
MPUCYTCTBYIOT HE TOJBKO B IIOJEBBIX HCCAeJOBAHUAX, HO MOIYT
CyLILeCTBOBaTh U B PyTHX BUAAX UCCIeJ0BAHNM, KaK B KOJIMYECTBEHHBIX,
CTaTUCTUYECKUX METO/IaX, TAK M B KAUECTBEHHBIX METO/AX.

B menmom mo Bompocy 06 OOBEKTMBHOCTH HCCIefOBaTesIed
BBICKA3BIBAIOTCSA /IBE TIO3UIHH:

a)  HEKOTOpble  AYMAlT ¥  YBEPAKT  JPYIHMX, 9TO B
MIOCTCTPYKTYPaJIMCTCKOM Mapagurme HCCIeS0BaTENN BOJBHBI JeJIaTh
J100bIe BBIBOABI M COOOLIATH O CBOMX BBIBOJAX, HE 3a00TACH 00 HX
OOBEKTUBHOCTH; OHM II0JAral0T, 4YTO B IIOCTCTPYKTYPAIHUCTCKOU
Hapagurme 3aKOHHO OBbITh CyO'bEKTUBHBIM;

6) cApyroi CTOpPOHBI, MO3UTUBUCTCKAS TAPaUrMa 110 CBOeH CyTH 1
HMMIUIMIMTHO BEPUT B JOCTHIKUMYIO OOBEKTHUBHYIO PEajbHOCTb U,
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CJIeI0oBaTeIbHO, CIUTAET, YTO PE3Y/IBTAThI M BBIBOJBI IIO3UTUBUCTCKOTO
THUMA HCCAEeNOBaHUs, OCOOEHHO KOJUYECTBEHHOIO HCCIEeJ0BAHUS,
Bcerga 00beKTUBHBI M HAZI€KHBI, TIOCKOJIBKY (akrel He Jaryt! OgHaxo,
KaK [TOKa3aHO B JaHHOU CTaThe, 3TH YOEKJEHNs He BCEra MOTHOCTHIO
BEPHBL

OfHMM M3 KJIaCCMYECKHMX TIPUMEPOB 3THKU B  COIIMAIbHBIX
HCCIe/lOBAHUAX sIBseTca ITpoOiaeMa aHOHUMHOCTH. C IIOMOILIBIO
aHOHMMHOCTH WU TICeBJOHMMA HCCIeAoBaTeIM MOTYT 3al[UTHTh
MHTEPBBIOMPYEMOr0 HJIN YYaCTHUKOB OITPOCA, IIOCKOIBKY MX IMIHOCTD
He packpbiBaercd. OZHAKO 9TO He BCErga MOXET OBITh HMCTHHOM.
AHOHMMHOCTB C UCIIOJIb30BaHUEM TICEBJOHUMA, TeM He MeHee, MOXeT
IOCTaBUTD MO, YTPO3y JIUYHOCTh YeJ0BeKa; HalpuMep, ec/iM B K1acce
BCEro OJiHa XyZleHbKas JeBOYKa C PbIKeBaThIMU BOJIOCAMHU!

B Ko/MM4eCTBEHHBIX M CTATHCTHYECKUX METOAAX MOXHO CZe/iaTh pasHble
BBIBOZIbI B 3aBHCHUMOCTU OT K/JIACCU(MKAIMH JAaHHBIX U OT TOTO, Kakue
(haKTOpPBI yUUTBIBAIOTCA TPU aHaTM3e. HarrpumMep, BEIBOJ B M CIIEPCHOHHOM
WIM PerpecCHOHHOM aHaIM3e BO MHOIOM 3aBHUCHT OT IIe€peMeHHBIX,
BKJIFOYEHHBIX B MOZIEJTb, & TAKKE OT YPOBHS arperupOBaHHMsA JAHHBIX.

OG6HapyxeHUe HMCTUHBI He 0053aTeJbHO ABJIAETCA €JUHCTBEHHOH
3afiaueil CcoIMaabHBIX HayK. MHOrMe mHapajurMbl IPU3HAIOT, UYTO
CylLecTBYeT 6OJIbIlIe BOCHPUHIMAEMBIX PEAIBHOCTE U YTO JOIYCTHMBI
pas/IuYHbIe TOYKH 3PEHMs U UHTEePIpeTaluu OFHUX U TeX e (PaKToB,
u Borpocos. CieoBaTesbHO, €CTh MECTO IS CyOBeKTUBHBIX TOYEK
3peHus, U CyObeKTUBHbIE MHTEPIPeTAIUH CUUTAIOTCA 3aKOHHBIMH.
OpHako MHEHMS O 3aKOHHOCTH CKPBITBIX HMPOrpaMM pacXOAATCH.
CuuTaercs, 4To y MHOTMX HMCCIef0BaTeNed U peropTepoB eCTh CBOU
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COOCTBEHHBbIE IUTaHbI, KOTOPBIE HE BCETZA MOTYT ObITH OOHAPYIKEHBI U,
HpexJe BCEro, He IIOAJIEKAT OCYXAEHHI0 caMH 10 cebe, eciau
IPUHUMATD CyObEeKTUBHbIE HHTEPIIPETALIUML

B cBASM ¢ 9TMM BaXHO pas3iIMyaTh MCKPEHHE BbhIpaXKaKolue
CyObeKTHUBHBIE TOJIKOBAHH:A U HAMEPEHHO JikHBbIe. YacTo mpobieMa He
BO JUKM, a B IOJTynpaszie. MHOrue ucciefioBaTe I U PernopTepbl MOTYT
cooOLaTh HEKOTOpble MCTHHHbIE (PaKThl W OMMOOYHO WU
CO3HATEJIbHO CMELIMBATDH MX C JIOKHBIMH YTBEPHKJEHUAMM, TUUYHBIMU
MHTepIpeTalysAMU WK Jaxe C IpeJHaMepeHHOH JIOKbIO.

BTOpI/I‘IHI)Ie HCTOYHHUKH, OTYETHI U ITPOrPpaMMBbI

Tarcke BaXKHO IPOBOAUTD pasjinuye Mex/y pesyJIbTaTaMU CCIef0BaH s
U TeM, KaK BTOPUYHbIE MCTOYHUKH COOOLIAIOT O HUX U HCIIOJBb3YIOT UX.
Penopreper ¥ BTOpHYHBIE HCTOYHMKHA MOTYT  HEIPAaBHWIBHO
HHTEPIIPETUPOBaTh UX Pe3yJbTaThl M3-3a HEJONMOHMMAHHA WIH Jake
WCII0/Ib30BATh UX I CBOMX CKPBITHIX Liesiell. COop ¢akToB, MaTepuasta—
M3BeCTHasd NpobyeMa B UCTOPHH, JIMTEPAType, (PUIOJIOrMU M APYTUX
TYMaHUTApPHBIX JUCUUIUIMHAX. IJTO CUTyalus, KOIZa BTOPHUYHEIE
HCTOYHHUKU U aBTOPBI BHIOMPAIOT TOJIBKO (PparMeHThI IIEPBOMCTOYHHUKA,
MOATBEPXKIAIOIIME MX COOCTBEHHBIE WZEH, M WTHOPUPYIOT ApyrHe
yrnomMuHaeMble B HHX (pakTbl. OHH 4YacTo OTAEIAIOT 3TH (PaKTBI OT
KOHTEKCTa, B KOTOPOM OHU OOCYKZJAI0TCs, ¥ UCKIIOYAIOT €T0 U3 JaHHOTO
KOHTeKCTa. Pe3y/IbTaTb! U BHIBOZBI HE MOTYT ObITh IIOJHOCTBIO U HAZIEXKHO
HOHATHBI 63 XOPOLIEro 3HAHWA U IPEACTABIEHH KOHTEKCTA, B KOTOPOM
HPOBOAMTCS O{HO UCC/Ie/J0BaHIe WM 00CY¥/aeTcsl BOIIPOC.
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Hanpumep, HenpaBIWIBHO FTOBOPHUTH ayAIUTOPHH, YTO TOPOZ (HAIIpUMED,
MOI pozHO#l ropoz Amcrepzam) Hebe3omaceH, Korga OOJIBIIMHCTBO
PECIIOHZIEHTOB aHKEThI FOBOPST, YTO OHU YyBCTBYIOT ceOs HeGe30macHO
B 9TOM Tropoje HOYb0 (WIM JHEM). JTO BCe Ke CYObEKTHUBHBIE
HpeJCTaBJIeHNs 1 OLIIeH s PECIIOHEHTOB, 1 OHHM He 03HAYal0T, YTO B
3TOM ropoje IIMPOKO PacIpOCTPaHeHa IPECTYIHOCTb. Y JI0fed MOXKeT
OBITH pasHOE BOCITPUATHE, HO HEITUYHO, KOTZIa Pa3Hble MCC/Ie/0BaTeH,
MYPHAIMCTBL, TPYIIbl WHTEPECOB WIM JAPYTHe COLUAIbHBIE TPYIIIbI
WCIIOJIb3YIOT 3TH Pe3yJbTaThl B CBOMX COOCTBEHHBIX LiesfX. B aTom
AelICTBUTEIBHO CKPBITO YYBCTBO CEHCALIIOHHOCTHL.

Haxomnern, ecTb Taxie BOIPOCHI O IPUOPUTETAX B HUCCIEA0BATEIbCKOM
MIOBECTKE AHHA, KOTOpbIe MOTYT OBITh HESTMYHBIMU KaK TaKOBbIE, HO
KOTOpble MOTYT He IIOMOYb PELIMTh CaMble HACyl[HbIe COLIMA/IbHbIE
po6JIeMbI B 00LIECTBE B JAHHBIH MOMEHT. TOT BOIIPOC TECHO CBA3aH C
BbIJIEJIEHUEM CPEJCTB U IPYTHX PECYPCOB Ha MCC/IeJ0BaHUA U TIOTUTHKY.
OueHp YacTO aKaZileMMYeCKHUe yUeHbIe MU3Y4YaloT IPOoGIeMBbl, KOTOPbIe
HPOM3OILIA B IPOILIOM 1 OOJIbIIIe He SBISIOTCS aKTyalbHBIMH.

910 MOKeT OBITh CBS3aHO C CYLIECTBYIOIMMH IPOrpaMMaMU
WCCIeJOBAHUI U OTHOILIEHMAMY BJIACTH B OOIIECTBE, HAYYHBIX KPyrax
WIA OpPraHM3alyfaX, HO TaKKe MOXeT OBIThb HEeOTheMJIEMOM
XapaKTEPUCTHKOH aKaZleMUYeCKOi paboThL. Y4eHble 0ObIYHO IbITAIOTCS
OOBACHUTH COOBITHS, HMPOUCXOAUBIINE B IPOLLIOM, M KOLJAA OHHU
(hOpMY/IMPYIOT IPOTHOCTHYECKHE TEOPHH, OHHM BCe Ke [JeJaloT CBOU
BBIBOZIbI HA OCHOBE MMEIOIIMXCA JAHHBIX M HICTOYHUKOB.
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3aKII0YUTeIbHbIE 3aMeYaHHs U 00CyKIeHU

Yro Takoe Xopouine, npruemieMble pemeHnsa? UToObl OTBETUTH HA 3TOT
BOINPOC, MbI JOJUKHBI CHa4yala CIOPOCUTH: ABJAKTCA JU HACTOALIME
po6yieMbl OCHOBHBIMHU ITpoGsieMamu? TpysHO OTBETUTB, IOTOMY YTO
JIFOJU BCersia MOTYT I0-pasHOMY IIOHMMAaTh U MHTEPIIPETUPOBATh OFHU 1
Te ke (akTel. OfHaKO OyAeT CIpaBefIMBO OTMETHUTh, YTO CYIECTByeT
npo6JieMa, KOrZa MCCIefoBaTeI WIM PelnopTepbl HAMEPEHHO JIYT O
(haKTax WU NpeJHAMEPEHHO UCTOIKOBBIBAIOT BHIBOJBI HEBEPHO, YTOOBI
HaBA3aTh CBoe BuzieHMe. [IpocThix pewreHuii He ObIBaeT. B panHOM
CUTYyaIlM1 MOeT OMOYb TOJIbKO OZHO—3()eMepPHOCTD, IPO3PAYHOCTb.

Lerecoo6pa3HO yCTaHOBHUTH IPAKTUKY IPOBEPKU (PAKTOB U IIOPYIUTD
TaKue 3aJa41 UCCIEA0BATEISIM M COMCKATESIM, OCHOBHBIMU 3aJa4aMu
KOTOPBIX SIBJISIETCSI IPOBEPKA IPABUIBHOCTH IIPE/ICTaBIEHHBIX (DAKTOB,
ZLOCTOBEPHOCTH MICTOYHHUKOB M TOYHOCTY CJieJIaHHBIX BBIBOZOB. TaxiKe
XOpOoIIei MPAaKTHKOM sSIBJISeTC MPeAOCTaBIeHHE MCXOLHBIX JAHHBIX,
Gosee mogpoGHOE 00CyKAeHNE U 00BICHEHHE METOJ0B UCCIE0BAHUS,
C TeM YTOOBI APYTHe MCCIeA0BATENN MOTJIU MX BOCIIPOU3BECTH.

Tawke IONE3HO YCTAHOBUTH IIPAKTHKY IPO3PavHbIX peLieHsHil Ha
ucciaefoBaresbckre  paborel  (Hampumep, kypHan —«Forum  of
EthnoGeoPolitics» B Hugepianzax). Ita npakruka sanpeljaer 1 B II000M
cJIy4ae paso6/iauaeT JIMIHbIE BKYChI WIM TEOPETUYECKUE U ITOTUTHIECKUe
HPUCTPACTUS U NPEAYOEIKAEHUS PELIEH3EHTOB U MOOLIPSIET JUCKYCCHHL
YixKe cyliecTByeT IPaKTHKA HAMCAHUA PELiEH3UII Ha KHUIM U 0030PHBIX
acce. ITa MPAKTUKA [IOMOTAeT UHTE/UIEKTYaIbHOMY PasBUTHIO HAyYHbIX
AVCLIMIUIVH U Y/Iy4lIaeT falbHelIee IOHUMAaHKe TPeJMETOB U TEMATHKH,
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a TarKKe COBEPILIEHCTBYET OOLIeHHe MeX/AY YUeHbIMHU 1 6oJiee MIUPOKOH
aypuTopueit.

Babak Rezvani is Editor-in-Chief and Chairman of the Board of the
Association for the Study of EthnoGeoPolitics. He is currently Professor of
History at Samarkand State University, and Professor of Political Science
at National University of Uzbekistan in Tashkent. bkrezvani@gmail.com

Akbar Utemuradov is Professor of Philosophy at National University of
Uzbekistan; Feruza Rashidova is Professor of History at Samarkand State
University (both can be contacted via Babak Rezvani).

NB: Do you have any comments on Rezvani et al’s article?
Please send these to info@ethnogeopolitics.org or through the

contactform at www.ethnogeopolitics.org.
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Main Article

IIponecchl STHOKYJIBTYPHOTO B3aMMO/EIICTBHA B
cpegneM Tredenuu Celpgapbu

(Processes of ethnocultural interaction in the middle
reaches of the Syr Darya)

IlToxucra XampoxkysoBa & babak Pe3panu
(Shohista Hamroqulova & Babak Rezvani)

Abstract  This article describes and analyses how the basin of the Middle
Syr Darya Current is one of the oldest regions of Central Asia; for several
millennia it has occupied an important place in the socio-political,
economic, and ethno-cultural life of the peoples of the region, especially the
Uzbeks and Kazakhs, and has witnessed many significant historical
events. This territory, which borders on the Amu Darya in the southwest,
Semirechye in the northeast, the Volga-Ural region in the west and
northwest, and Betpakdala (Central Kazakhstan) in the north, has served
for many centuries as a contact zone for the sedentary and nomadic
population of the region, playing a special role in the ethnic formation of
local peoples.

Key words Sakas and Massagets, Sogdians, Kipchaks, Oguz, Turkmen
tribes, Uzbek and Kazakh khans, Sogidan and Turkic names, Syrdarya,
Otrar (Tarband, Shavgar), Yassy, Sutkent, Savron, Signak, Karnok,
Karachuk, Suzak, Chulokkurgan, Turkestan, Ikon, Shimkent, Sayram.
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Annoraima~ Uccrnenyerca Oacceiin Cpeppeit ChIpAapby, OFHOTO U3
crapeiimx pervoHoB lleHTpambHON A3Wy, KOTOPBIM Ha HPOTSHKEHUU
TBICSUENCTUA WIPal BEOKHYI0 POIb B COLMATIBHO-TIOUTUYECKOM,
9KOHOMUYECKON U 3THOKY/IBTYPHOM XU3HM HAPOAOB PErMOHa, 0COOEHHO
y30€KOB M Ka3axoB. JTa TEPPUTOPUA CIYKIWIA KOHTAKTHOM 30HOM [y1s
OCEIOT0O U KOYEBOrO HACENEHUs, YTO CIIOCOOCTBOBIO 3THHUYECKOMY
(hOpMMPOBaHIIO MECTHBIX HAPOAOB. B cTaThe aHa/IM3UPYIOTCA ICTOPHYECKHEe
COOBITHS, TIPOMCXOAMBIINE B PETHOHE, a TAIKe ITHOKY/IBTYPHbIE IIPOLIECCHI,
KOTOpble OCTaBWIM CBOH Clef, B TOIOHMMMKE U [UaTeKTaX MeCTHOrO
HaceleHust. Oco0oe BHUMaHUe yAensercd BJIMAHHIO CAKOB, MAacCareTos,
COTAMIIIIEB, OIY30B, KUITYAKOB, 4 TaKkKe Y30EKCKUX U Ka3aXCKUX XaHOB HA
(hopMMpOBaHKEe STHOKYILTYPHOTO JTaH/madTa peruosa.

KmroueBoe c10BO caku M MaccareTbl, COTAMHIBI, KUITYaK, OTys3,
TYPKMEHCKHE IIEMeHA, y30eKCKUe U Ka3axCKHe XaHbl, IMeHa TFOPKCKO-
corguiickoro npoucxoxgenus, Coipaapss, Otpap (Tap6ang, [Hlasrap),
Accrpr, Cyrtkent, Caspon, Curnak, Kapnok, Kapauyk, Cysaxk,
Yynokkypran, Typkecran, Hxon, lllumkenT u Caiipam.

ColpAapbs, OfHO U3 KPyIMHEHIIMX BOJHBIX MCTOYHUKOB lleHTpambHOMI
A3syy, yCI0BHO AeIUTCS Ha BepxHee, CpefiHee U HIDKHee TeueHue, U, 3a
WCKITIOYeHHEM HEKOTOPBIX MCKJIIOYeHUH, B KaKJOH M3 3THX dYacTed C
JABHUX BPEMEH KUBET Irycro HaceseHue rycro. OcOOeHHO BepXHSSA U
cpeansAa yactu CeIpapby, ABJAACh pETHOHAMH C MHOKECTBOM JPEBHHMX
FOPOZOB, BBIIOJIHSUIA POJIb KOJIBIOEIN JIs pas/IMIHbIX HAPOZAOB, CO37aBast
YCJIOBUS ISl TECHBIX CBsA3eH Mesky oce/IbIM M KOYeBbIM HacesieHueM. B
YacTHOCTH, B BepxHeM TeueHuH Cripgapbu Haxogarcs QPepranckas
JomHa 1 XomKeHACKas 061acTh, B CpefHeM TeueHnH—paiionsr Yau u
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Otpap, B HmwxHeM—/[xaHACKasd 00JacTh, KOTOpble 3aHMMAIOT 0coboe
MecTo B ucropuu HapogoB llenrtpanbHoii Asuu. OcoGeHHO cpenHee
TeueHue pekH CpIpapbH, U3BECTHOE B HAYUHOM JIMTepaType Kak «cpejHee
TeueHue CpIpgapbn» WiH «CpefHeChIpAAPbUHCKUI PErUOH», ABAAETC
HCTOpPHUYECKH GOTaThIM U 3aHIMAET OTZeJIbHOE MECTO B PETHOHE.

CrnemyeT OTMETHUTD, YTO MOJ 3TUM TEPMUHOM 4alle BCETO TTOHUMaeTCs
Teppuropus coBpeMeHHo#1 TypkecraHckoi ob6nactu KasaxcraHa, rae B
JPEBHOCTH U PaHHEM CpeJHeBeKOBbe CYILeCTBOBAIN TaKHe 0a3HCHBIE
rocyAapcrsa, kak Tap6ang, Otpap, Illasrap, Popob, a Takke KpyIHble
ropoja U HaceJI€HHble IyHKTbI, Takue kak flccel, Cyrkent, CaBpoH,
Curnak, Kapnok, Kapauyk. Kpome Toro, B 3TOT perMoH BXOJMT U
TeppuUTOpUsA peKu ApbIC, KOTOpass fABJIAETCd IPaBbIM IPUTOKOM
CeIpzappu 1, TaKUM 00pasoM, Ha eé 0ase PacIioI0KeHbI TaKUe JPEeBHHUE
ropoza, kak Caiipam u Yumkenr. B o61iem, cpestee redenne Coipgapbu
OXBaThIBAaeT TEPPUTOPUIO, PACIIOJIOKEHHYIO K CEBEPY OT PeKHU A0 XpedTa
Kaparay (sanaguas yacrs Tanp-Illans).

Ha teppuropun cpepsero tedenusi ChIpAapbu yiKe C KOHIA IEPBOTO
THICSYEIETHS /{0 HALei 9Pbl HaCeJeHHEe BEAET OCEeIbI 00pas MUSHH,
3aHMMAETCs] UPPUTALMOHHBIM 3eMJIEJENMEM M OCHOBBIBAET IEpPBbIE
ropoza ¥ KpyIHble HaceaéHHbIe MyHKTHL Kpome Toro, Grarogapsi ceoemy
HPUPOAHOMY TeorpapuuecKoMy IOJOKEHUI0 W  GJIArONpHSTHOMY
KJIMMATY, 9TOT PETMOH MPUBJIEKaK KOYEBBIX CKOTOBOZOB, YTO TI03BOJISLIO
PasBHMBATH TECHDIX CBs3€i MEMY OCEIBIM U KOUEBBIM HaceleHueM. I1o
IPOCTOpPaM [JAHHOTO PEervoHa M3HAYAJIbHO LIMPOKO PACIIOJIOXKIINCH
KOUYeBble IJIEMEHa—CaK{ U MaccareTsl, a B Hauaje HOBOH 3pbl 34€Ch
HAYaJM OCeJaTh COTAMMLIBI, KOYeBble IUIEMEHA KAaHrapoB M IYHHBI
(xyuusi) (see e.g. Henning 1940; Lubosktsky 2002; Piankov 1994;
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Yablonsky 1990). K Hawany cpegHeBeKOBbS Ha 3THX 3eMJIAX YIKe
MPOKUBATA MHOTOYMC/IEHHbIE TYPKMEHCKUE IUIEMEHa, BXOAMBIINE B
COI03 C TIOPKCKUMU IUIEMEHAMU «TeJIe».

B VI-VIII Bekax Ha 3TOM peruoHe CyLlecTBOBalIO rocygapcrso Otpap
(Tap6ang, IllaBrap), kKoTOpoe BXOAWIO B cocraB TIOPKCKOrO KaraHaTa
(552—744), a B VIII-X Bekax B cpegHeM U HikHeM TedeHuu ChIpaapbu
aericrBoBas1 Ory3cKuii A0rybIK. B pasBUTOM CpeHeBEKOBbE TEPPUTOPUU
3TOTO PervuoHa ObUIM BKJIIOYEHBI B TOCYAAPCTBO XOpe3MILIaxoB, KOTOPbIM
NpaBWIM AUHACTUA AHYITErnHUAOB (1097-1231). C 3TOr0 BpeMeHH
HacereHre OTy30B 3HAYMTENIbHO YBEIUYWIOCh, M ITOT PErHOH CTal
HaspBaTbCsA «cTpaHod Orysos». Opnako k XIII Beky, ¢ ycuieHuem
HOJIMTYECKOTO BJIUAHUSA IOJIOBLEB (KUITYAKOB), B 3TOT PETMOH Havdalu
nepecesiTbC MHOTOYHC/IEHHBIE UX IIIeMeHa.

B mnepsoii dyerBeprtu XIII Beka, mocje 3aBOeBaHMA MOHTOJIAMH,
TeppuTopus cpegHero TedeHus ChIpAapby CTajla IOIPaHUYHON MEKAY
yaycamu [ixyqau u Yararas.

Kpome Toro, Ha JaHHOI TeppUTOPUU IOJUTHUYECKOE BIMAHUE 30JI0TOM
Opzp! OBUIO JOBOJIBLHO 3HAYMTENBHBIM. B mepuog npasnenns Tumypuzos
(1370-1507), HEKOTOpPOE BpPEM 3TOT PETHOH, HAXOAUBLIHIACS [10J, KOHTPOJIEM
YMHTH3HIOB, CTaT YacThiO BiaafieHuit TUMypHz0B M CTal U3BeCTeH Kak
«Typrecran» wm «TypkecraHckasd o0JacTb», U B JaIbHeilleM cral
VHOPaB/IAONMMC ~ NPEUMYIIECTBEHHO  KUITYAKCKUMHM  3MHpaMHU.
Typkecranckas o6sactb, Oyfiydn BayKHOH TEPPUTOPHEl B paMKax
HOJIMTUYECKOH (pefiepalivy, USBECTHOIM Kak rocyfapcrBo AOy/xalipxaHa
(1428-1468) wm Y3bekckuil ymyc, ObUIa HA IPOTSKEHUM BPEMEHH IIOf
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KOHTpOJIEM PasHBIX XaHCTB, B TOM uncie Kazaxckoro xaHcrBa, a B 1500-X
roziax neperiuia nog ynpasiaenve [leii6annzos (1501-1601).

Bo Bpems mnpaenenus IlleitGaHHZOB, XOTs TeppUTOpUs CpesHel
ChIpAapby 4acTo IepexoAriIa U3 PYK y30eKCKHX XaHOB K Ka3aXCKUM, B
KoHIle XVI Beka oHa ObU1a 3axXBayeHa Ka3aXCKUMHU XaHAMU U OCTaBaIach
MO7, MX BJACTBIO Ha IPOTSHKEHUU JoJjroro BpeMeHH. Kpome Toro,
Amrrapxanuzp! (1601-1757) Takke Ha BpeMs yCTaHOBUJIA CBO€ BJIMAHYE Ha
ganHoM peruoHe. B XVIII Bexe XMBHMHCKOe XaHCTBO OTOOpan 3Ty
TEPPUTOPHIO Y Ka3aXCKUX XaHOB. Mexay 1850-1860 rogamu, ocje Toro
Kak XMBUHCKOE XaHCTBO yTPAaTUJIO CBOE BIWSAHUE HA 9TOH TeppUTOPHU
Axwmeuers (Kpspu-Opga), Cysak, Uysnokkypran, Typkecran, Hxos,
[ITumkent u Caiipam 6pU1H 3axBadeHbI Poccuiickoii ummepueii.

Korza mbI obpamaemcs K mo4TH AByXThIcsdeseTHel ncropun CpezpHeit
CeIpapbH, MbI BUAMIM, UTO HA TEPPUTOPUH PETHOHA OCTATHCh CJIEAbI BCEX
HNOJUTUYECKMX M STHOKYJIBTYPHBIX IIPOLIECCOB, ITPOM3OLIEIINX B
npourtoM. Oco0GeHHO 37eCh XOpOIIO  COXPAaHWIMCh — 3JIEMEHTEI,
OTHOCAIMECS K JPEBHUM BOCTOYHOMPAHCKUM SA3BIKOBBIM HapofaM,
BKJIF0Yasi TONIOHUMBI, CBA3aHHbIE C COTAUMLIAMM, JUANEKTh], XapaKTepHbIe
JJ151 TIOPKCKMX IUIEMEH, M TPaAUIIMY KbITUaKCKUX Typok. Hanpumep, oayux
U3 IpeBHUX HasBaHMH—Slccu—iuccresoBaTesu CBASBIBAIOT C APEBHUMU
I[eHTPaJIbHOA3MaTCKUMHA KOYeBHUKaMU, YIIOMSHYTBIMU B T'PEYECKUX U
PHMCKMX HMCTOYHMKAX KaK «ac», «iac» (1C), a Takwke C KUTAHCKIMH
XPOHUKAMU, T7le yIIOMUHAIOTCS KaK «HLIai». ITU HAPOADL, U3BECTHbIE KaK
aopchl, 00UTaMM B ceBepo-BocTOYHOM Kacriu, BA0sIb ApaTbCKOTO MOPS 1
B HUBO0BBSX U cpefHeii yacTu CoIpziapby, ¥ ObLTH OZHUMY U3 IIEPBBIX, KTO
THiepelres1 K 0CezyIoMy 00pasy JKI3HH.
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Toronumsl, takue kak TapOaug, Illasrap, ®opo6, ymomuHaroTca B
COTIMHCKUX M apabCKMX HCTOYHMKAX W HMEIOT  COTAUHCKOe
npoucxoxzeHue. JJaxe cerogHsi B cpesHeM TedeHHH ChIpAapbd MOMKHO
BCTPETUTh HACeJeHHbIE INyHKTHI, Takue kKak KapHok, UypHak, CyHak,
Ca6poHu (CaBpon), Kasrypr, B 0CHOBe KOTOPBIX JI€KAT PEBHECOTAUIICKIE
WIH TIOPKCKO-COTAUNCKAE TOMOHHUMBI, 4YTO SBJIAETCH Pe3yJIbTaToM
BJIMSIHUS IPEBHOCTH U paHHero CpejHEBEKOBBSL.

B passuroM cpenHeBeKOBbe B cpesHeM TedeHnr ChIpaapby HAUMHAETCS
npeol1aaHre TIOPKCKUX TOIIOHUMOB, MHOTHE U3 KOTOPBIX IIPOUCXOZST
OT OT'y30B, HO TAK)KE 3HAYHUTEIBHAS YACTh 9THX MMEH CBSI3aHA C KapJIyKaMU
M KHMITYaKaMH. ITO TOATBEPIKAAETCH KaK MUCbMEHHBIMH MCTOYHHKAMU,
TaK ¥ COBpPeMeHHbIMH TomoHuMmamu. Hampumep, Tonmonumsr CyTkeHT,
Otpap, Aurukent, lllumkent, Caiipam, KapHok, CeirHok (CyHak), CaBpoH,
FOrnak, MkoH, BcTpevaromecss B apaGCKUX, MEPCUICKUX U TIOPKCKUX
HCTOYHMKAX 1037Hero CpesHEBEKOBbsI, B GOJIBLIMHCTBE C/Iy9aeB UMEIOT
THOPKCKOE WJIV TIOPKCKO-COTJUHMCKOE IPOUCXOK/EHHE.

Kpome Toro, B mosgHeM cpeaHeBeKOBbE B NMHUCBMEHHBIX HCTOYHHKAX
YIIOMMHAIOTCS TOIOHMMBI, Takue Kak Taka, Yasynagyp (Ilaynzep),
BaitHAMp, KOTOPbIE, KaK CIUTAETCs, CBA3aHBI C TIOPKCKUMH I/IEMeHaMU
orysoB Kak 13BecTHO, OTysbl B 9TOT IIePHO/, 3aHUMAIHU JOMUHUPYIOLIYIO
TMO3UIIMIO B JAHHOM PETHOHE.

Hexoropsle speBH1e ropoja cpegnero Tedenus CpIpAapbH, CBA3aHHbBIE C
TIOPKCKMMM HapOJamMM, B 4YaCTHOCTH, C OTy3aMHM, YIOMMHAIOTCA B
NHMCbMEHHBIX ICTOYHHKAX, 0COOEHHO B pousseenny Maxmyza Kamrapu
«/luBaH syrar-ar-TEOpK» («C10Baph TFOPKCKUX CJIOB» ). IHTEpecHo, 4To B
9TOM IPOM3BEJECHUM YUYEHBI OTMeuaeT, 4TO THOPKU pasfessaiich Ha
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MHOXECTBO IUIEMEH M POJOB, KOJIMYECTBO KOTOPBIX IPEBBIIIATO0
HECKOJIBKO COTEH, M YTO KPYIHEWIIMMH IUTeMeHaMU ObLIO 20, Cpeau
KOTOPBIX CAMBIM KPYIIHBIM U OJUTUYECKH BIUATEIbHBIM ObLIH IUIEMEHA
ory3oB. OH Takxe I0APOGHO YIIOMUHAET, YTO OTy3bI COCTOSIIH U3 22 POJOB,
HasbIBaeT MX MOMMEHHO. BaXHO OTMETHTH, YTO Ba M3 3THUX POAOB -
YaByHAYp U GaliMHAYP—/O0 CHX IIOp BCTPEYAIOTCA B CPEAHEM TEYEHUU
ChIpzapby B BUfie HAasBaHUII ceJL.

Kpowme Toro, B «/luBaH JIyrar-ar-TIOpK» FOBOPHUTCS HE TOJIBKO O KOYEBBIX,
HO M 00 OcelJIbIX TIOPKAX, CPeAY KOTODBIX YIIOMUHAIOTCH «yHIypCKUe
ropoga»—KpyIHble HaceJeHHble MyHKTHI B Bocrounom Typkecrane u ero
OKPECTHOCTSIX, «apryickue ropoga»—sB paiione pex Uy u Tamac, B
pgonuHax pex Viu u B paiione Caiipama, a Takke «OTY3CKHe ropofa»-—
HECKOJIBKO TOPOZIOB B cpeZiHeM JacTH 1 Hu30Bbax Ceipgapeu. C.I1 Toncros
(1943; 1948; 1970) yzenser BHHUMaHue Orysckum ropogam CoIpzapsy,
KOTOpBbI€ YIIOMUHAIOTCSA B Mpou3BeAenuu Maxmyza Kamrapu.

Bor kak B «/luBaH Jyrar-ar-TIOpK» IIPUBOAATCS Ory3CKHE TIOpoja
Cpeznero Coipgapbu:

1. CabpaH—OfUH 13 OTY3CKHX I'OPOJIOB;

2. CHUTTYH—OJMH U3 OTY3CKHX TOPOZOB;

3. CyFHaK—OJMH U3 OI'y3CKUX T'OPOZ0B;

4. Kapauyk—nasBanue ropoga ®apoba. 9to Taxke HasBaHHE CTPAHBI
Ory3sos;

5. KapHak—oauH 13 orysckux ropogios.

Ha ocHoBe mH(popmauyuu U3 NpousBefeHus «/luBaH JyraT-aT-TIOPK»
MOXKHO CZAeIaTh BbIBOZ, YTO OOJIee THICIYM JIET HA3af, KaK yiKe GbUIO
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OTMeY€eHO BbIIlle, YIIOMAHYTbIE TOPOJA MPUHAZIERaIN orysam. Bompoc,
UMeJsl I B BUAY aBTOpP, YTO 3TH rOpPOja HAXOAMINCH 07, KOHTPOJIEM
OTy30B, WJIY YTO MX HaceJleHHe B OCHOBHOM COCTOSIJIO U3 OTy30B, OCTAeTCs
OTKpbIThIM. OHAKO GOMBIIMHCTBO 3TUX FOPOJOB CYLIECTBOBAIM 3a/0JII0
ZI0 TOTO, KaK IPeJCTaBUTe/ N JAHHOTO HAPOAA YCTAHOBUIH CBOIO BJIACTb B
9THX MeCTax—B JpPEBHEM MHUpe U PaHHEM CpeJHEBEKOBbE, YTO TaKKe
HOATBEPIKAAETCS IIMChbMEHHBIMUA WCTOYHHKAMM Ha JPYTHX S3bIKAX.
[IpakTUyecKu Bce 3TH Ha3BaHHsA OIY3CKMX TOPOJOB, YIOMSHYTbIE
Maxmyzom Kamrapy, Bcrpedarotcst B apabCKHX, TEPCHACKUX U TEOPKCKUX
MHCHMEHHBIX HMCTOYHHKAaX. B HEKOTOPBIX MeCTax I3TUX HCTOYHHKOB
HEKOTOpbIE MeCTa YIIOMUHAIOTCA KaK FOPOAAMH, IPUHAIEKAIMMU Iy33
(orysckum) TIOpKaM.

Oco6oe BHUMaHMe crepyeT yaenuts tonoHumam Cabpon (CaBpoH) u
Cyruak (CufHaK), KOTOpble B CpeAHEBEKOBbe OBUIM LIEHTpaMHU
yIpaB/IeHus PsAfia TEOPKCKUX AWHACTHH, 3aHMMAIOLIe BaXKHOE MeCTO B
ucropuu peruoHa. MHTepecHo, 4To MOYTH BCe 3TH Ha3BaHUA COXPAHAIOTCS
[I0 CETOAHSAIIHETO AHA, ¥ B HEKOTOPBIX U3 HUX NPOXHBAIOT y30€KH, B
HEKOTOPbIX—Ka3axy, a B APYTHMX—CMeLIaHHble y30eKCKO—Ka3aXCKUe
061uHbL B yactHOCTH, KApHOK—3TO OZHO U3 KPYIHEHIINX HACEIEHHBIX
MecT B cpefiHell yactu CeIpZapby, B KOTOPOM B OCHOBHOM IIPOXKUBAIOT
y30€eKy, a YaCTHYHO U Kasaxu. Kapadyk, HbIHe Ha3pIBaeMblii Ha Y30€KCKOM
aspike «Kopauyk» 1 Ha Ka3axCKoM A3bIKe «HapalbIK», TakKe SBIIeTCs
MeCTOM IPOKHMBAHHUA CMELIAHHBIX Y30EKCKO-Ka3axCKUX oOuyH. CaBpoH
cerogua wusBecreH Kak Caypan. Ha samage coBpemenHoro ropoga
Typkecran cpezu HacejleHHs, Ha3bIBAEMOTO «CYFHAK» WM «CyFHaK,
XyKaJlapy», MOXKHO BCTPETHTH IPEACTABUTENEH KaK y30EKCKOM, TaK U
Ka3axCKOM OOLIUHBIL.
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T'opoa, ynomsanytsiit Maxmyzom Kamrrapu xak CHUTIyH, B apaOCKUX U
NepCHACKMX MCTOYHMKAX Iepeducisgercss B Bufle CyTKeHT, a cerogs
O/IMH M3 Ka3aXCKMX HocenkoB B paiioHe Yopaapa (Illappapa) Hocut
HazpaHHue CyTKeHT.

Kpowme Toro, Takue KpyrHble HacesleHHbIe yHKTI, kak Ornaxk, ikon, Kasrypr
Y IpyTHe, He YIIOMSHYThIE B «/IMBaH JIyraT aT-TIOpK», HO 3aITUCAHHBIE B IPYTHX
MMCbMEHHBIX MCTOYHUKAX TeX BPEMEH, TaKKe ObUIM KPYIHBIMH rOpOJaMH
WJIN TIOCEJIKAMU, ¥ 9aCTh WX HACEJIEHHS COCTOSUIA M3 TIOPKCKUX HAapOZOB,
TAKAX KaK Ory3bl, KapJyKd U KUITYAaKW, KaK 3TO IOATBEP:KAAeTcs
MFICBMEHHBIMA WCTOYHHKAMU. JIHMYECKHe IPOM3BENEHUs, TaKHe Kak
«Orysnama» u «Kurobu Jana Kypkyr», KOTOpbIe IIMPOKO PacpoCTpaHeHsI
cpezy asepOaiiPKaHCKIX M aHATOIMHACKYIX TIOPKOB, YIIOMUHAIOT HECKOJIBKO
M3 3THX HACEJIEHHbIX IYHKTOB KAaK WCTOPHYECKHMe MeCTa Ory30B, UTO
yCWIMBaeT JaHHbBIIA B3I,

Tem He Menee, HaunHast ¢ X-XI BEKOB, Ha TEPPUTOPUH CPEFHETO TEUEHMUS
Colpzapsy, Iie paHee MPOKUBIM OTY3CKUe IUIEMEHA, CTAIM 3aCessTh
KUITYaKCKHE IUIEMEHa, U CO BPEMEHEM TECHbIE IIOJUTHYECKUE WU
9KOHOMUKO-KYJITYPHBIE CBSI3U ¢ HaceseHreM [leurr-u-Kumuak nmpusesm K
YCIIEHHIO KUITYAKCKHX /IEMEHTOB B 9TOM pervione. OCOOEHHO yCIUIeH e
CTJI0 OYEBU/IHBIM B IIEPHOZ TpaBieHus1 A0y xaupa (Y30eKCKOe XaHCTBO) U
Ka3aXCKUX XaHCTB, YTO CO3JAI0 YCIOBHS /ISl YBEIUYEHWS BIIMSHUS
KHITYAKCKOTO JUAIEKTA B PEYH MECTHOTO HACEJIEHNS], 4 TAKKE BO3JEHCTBUS
KHITYAKCKOTO s3bIK4, Ha KOTOPOM TOBOPWIM KOYeBble Y30€KH, Ka3axu U
KapaKaaky. ITO SBTeHHUe IPOSIBIIOCH HE TOIBKO CPEIH OCeIbIX Y30EKOB
B cpexHeM Gacceiine ChIpAapbi, HO U CTAIO 3aMETHBIM Cpeau y36eKOB,
FOBOPSIIYX HA 3TOM JUAJIEKTe, B COCEAHEM HUCTOPUYECKOM paiioHe Tapas
(/lxamOy.1) Ha ceBepo-BoCTOKe coBpeMeHHOro KasaxcraHa.
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CrodT OTMETHTH, YTO B IE€pHOZ, IpaBieHust AOyjaxaupa, a 3arem
KazaXCKUX XaHCTB, Ha ropoga cpegHeii Celpgappu 0OpyLIMIOCH
MHOJ€eCTBO Ha0€roB KaJIMbIKOB, 4TO IIPUBEJIO K ITyOOKUM IIOC/IE/CTBUAM
B IIOJTUTUYECKYIE U 3THOKY/IBTYPHBIE IPOLIECCHI JAHHOTO PETHOHA.

Kpowme toro, B nepuog mexxay XVI u XVIII Bekamu B Typkecrane u ero
OKPEeCTHOCTSX NMPOKMBAJI0 MHOTO TpeJicTaBUTeell KOYeBbIX IUIeMeH U
POZOB KapaKajNaKOB, 3HAYUTeNbHAA YacTh KOTOPBIX B 1740 TOZY
MUIPHpPOBaa B pasinyHble paitonsl CpesHel Asuy, r1aBHbIM 00pasoM
B Qepranckyio gommuy, 3epadman, HKommmex u wacTMdHO B
TamkeHTCKyt0 00s1aCTh, OCTaBUB CBOW CjleJ, B MCTOPUH peruoHa. B
nepBele AecaruneTns XVII Beka yacTb KapaKalIaKoB, IPOXUBAIOIUX B
oxpectHoctsix flceot (TypkecraH), MOAYMHSAINCH KA3aXCKUM XaHaM
Cemupeubs, a Apyrasd dacTb—AIITapxaHugaM. B 3aToT mepuoz oHu
MOZZEPKUBAIM TeCHbIe IOJUTUYEeCKHEe U STHOKYJIBTYpHBIE CBA3H C
HOTasMH, TIPOXKMBaBUIMMU B 3amafHoil dvactu CeIpAapbUHCKOTO
pernoHa—B ceBepo-3allafHoi Jactu GacceiiHa ApajbCKOTO MOpS, B
[ToBoskbe, Ha Ypasie U B BepxHeM Oacceline peku Imba.

Kpowme Toro, B XVII Beke B 6acceiine CblpAapby, TO €CTb BOKPYT rOpoja
TypkecraH, NpOXHMBaIO MHOKECTBO TYPKMEHCKHX DOJOB, KOTOPEIE,
BEPOSAITHO, B pesysbrare HAGEroB KaJIMbBIKOB WIH [IPYTHX IUIEMEH,
nepeMecTHINCh B Xope3M U IIpukacnuiickuil peruoH.

B sTOM KOHTEKCTe BaKHO IOAYEPKHYTH, UTO B psjie pernoHoB CpepHeit
Asuy, B yactHoctu B IloBosmkbe, Ha Ypane u Kacnmiicko-Apanbckom
GacceiiHax, a Taroke B Oacceiie ChIpAapby, HMeIU MECTO YacThle
MUTpPALIMY KOYeBBbIX HAPOZOB, TAKKe KaK IepecesieHue OFHMX HapOJO0B Ha
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MecTa, OCTaB/IeHHbIe JIPYTHMH, JTU00 BO3BpallleHHe B PETHOHBI, KOTOPbIE
KOT7Ia-TO CJTY>KW/IA MM POJHBIMM 3eMasAMu. [Ipumepom Takoro mpomecca
ABJIAETCA MUTPalMsl CAKOB, MaCCareToB, A0POB, KAHIIbl, XYHHOB U JPYTUX
TIeMeH B IiepBble BeKa Halllel apbl, a 3aTeM B 60/1ee MO3AHHE BpeMeHa—
TeJI9, OTY30B, KUITYAKOB U B CPEIHUE BeKa—KOUYEBbIX Y30€KOB, HOTAHIIeB,
Ka3axOB, TYPKMEHOB M KapaKaIllaKOB Ha TEPPUTOPHIO COBPEMEHHOTO
Typxecrana.

Kpowme Toro, B HekoTopbIx 006sacTsax CpenHell ASHH CYLIECTBYIOT TPYIIIB
HaceJIeHHs1, KOTOPBIE yKe MHOTO BEKOB JKHBYT Ha OZJHOM H TOM K€ MecTe, He
MeHsAsA CBOMX IOCeJIeHMH. SIpKkMM IprMepoM 2Toro SBJIAIOTCA OCeIble
TIOPKCKHE HapOZpl, MPOXUBAIOIMeE B KPYIIHBIX FOPOJAX U ceslax cpefHeit
Celppapby, 3aHMMAIOIIUeCs PpeMecIOM, TOProBAeli U CeIbCKUM
XO3ANCTBOM. ITa IpyIIa HaceleHHs FOBOPUT Ha CMEIIAHHOM JUaJIEKTe,
BKJTIOYAIONIEM KapJAyKCKUe M OTy3CKHe aeMeHTHI Kasaxy HaspIBamM Mx
«capTaMu», OfHAKO B COBPEMEHHOM OOLIeCTBe 3Ta TPyIIa Ha3bIBaeT cebs
y30eKaMH, CBA3BIBASA CBOIO WAEHTUIHOCTD C TePPUTOPHEH, HalpuMep, Kak
«TYPKeCTaHIIbl», «UKOHIpI», «KapHaKW», «CUTHAKM» M Tak jaiee, B
3aBHCHMMOCTH OT MECTHOCTH, T7ie OHH IIPOKHBAIOT.

B Cpegneit Asuu TpaguLysa MCIOIb30BaHUA TepMHUHA «CapT» Cpeay
0CeZIoro Y rOPOACKOrO HacesleHUs ObUIA TaKKe PacIpOCTpaHeHa Cpefy
KasaxoB M KuprusoB. B KokaHickoM XaHCTBe KOueBOe Hace/leHUe
WCIIOIb30BAIO 3TOT TEPMUH IO OTHOLIEHUIO K HAaceJeHHI0 TOpOZOB
depranckoii fomHel, TakuM kak Kokanz, Hamanran, Mapresas, AugypkaH,
Ow u apyrue, a TarKe K JKUTENAM JiepeBeHb, 3aHUMAIOLIMXCA CeTbCKUM
X03MCTBOM M peMecioM. Kpome Toro, TepMuH «capT» IPUMEHSIC K
HaceJIeHUI0 TaKWX KpPYIHBIX HAaCeJeHHBIX IIYHKTOB, Kak TalllKeHT,
Typxecran, Ynmrent ([llumkent), Caitpam, Tapas.
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MHTepecHO, YTO B TO3LHEM CpPEJHEBEKOBbE Kasaxu, KUPIU3bl U
TYPKMEHBI HE CHJIbHO OTJIMYAJIH «CAPTOB» OT «y30eK0B». Bce HaceneHune
Tpex y30€KCKHX XaHCTB, OyZb TO OCEZAIbIN 3eMiie/iesiel] MK KOUyIoLnit
CKOTOBOZ, BOCTIPHUMAIOCh UMH KaK OZHO HAPOZHOE COOBIIECTBO.

dra curyanus ocoOeHHO xapakrepHa ana KokaHACKOro xaHCTBa, e
ocejjioe  HaceJleHUe, INPOKUBANOIlee B TOpofaX, B OCHOBHOM
3aHHMalolleecsd peMec/JIOM U TOProBJiel, a Takie B KPYIHbIX J€PEeBHSX, e
JIIOOY  3aHUMAJINCh  CEJTbCKUM  XO3fMCTBOM,  CaJJOBOACTBOM H
Ky3HEYEeCTBOM, BOCIPHHHUMAIOCh KaK eAuHOe coobuiectBo. IIpu atom
KOYeBHUKH, Ka3aXH, B 3TOT II€PUOZ, He [ieJIaTH OOJIBIIOr0 PasiIuyKs MEXAY
TOPOJICKOM 3JIMTOM, ypassBIleld 1 3alMIaBIIed Topoja, U 0Ce/IbIMU
moapMy. B kpymnHbIX ropogax, Takux Kak Typkecran, Yumkent, Caiipam,
Mepke, Tapas, a Taxke B KPYIHBIX JEPEBHAX U YKPEIUIEHHBIX IYHKTAX,
rakux kKak CyrHak, Kapmak, Mkon, Uynokkypran, Cysox, KopaOynak,
ManxkenT u Kapamypt, npoxuBagu TIOPKCKHE TOBOPAINUE JIOAH, B
OCHOBHOM KapJIyKH M 4aCTHYHO OTy3bl, KOTOpPbIE IPEACTAB/ILIA COOOMH
YIIPaBJIEHLIEB ¥ BOEHHbIX U3 YMC/Ia KOYEBBIX Y30EKCKUX POJOB, 8 Kasaxu
BOCIPUHUMAIU UX KaK IIpeZicTaBuTes e OAHOro HapoJa.

B ceBepo-Bocrounoit yactu Kokangckoro xancrsa—s [ummeke (brkek),
Toxmaxe 1 pyrux KperoCTX, *KUIH IIPeCTaBUTe/H YIPABIAIOIET0 CI0s
XaHCTBA—B OCHOBHOM y30€KH, KaK OCeJIoro, TaK M KOYEBOro
HPOMCXOMAEHHA. ITU JIOAU BOCHPUHUMAIMCh KMPIU3aMU KaK 4acTh WX
STHUYECKOH I'PYIIIIbI, U K HUM TaloKe IIPUMEeHSUICSA TePMUH «CapT».

Takum oGpasom, OacceiiH CpeaHe-CHIPAAPBUHCKOIO TEYEHUSI OJMH W3
JpeBHelmyx pertoHoB CpepHell A3uM, yxe HECKOJNBKO ThICSYENETUH
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3aHMMAeT BasKHOE MECTO B COLATLHO-TIOMUTUYECKOH, SKOHOMIYECKOH 1
3THOKYJIBTYPHOM JKM3HU HApOZIOB PETUOHA, 0COOEHHO y30€KOB U Ka3aXOB,
U CTaJI CBUZIeTe/IeM MHOTHMX 3HAUMTEeIbHBIX MCTOPUUYECKUX COOBITHA. ITa
TEepPHUTOPUS, KOTOPas TPAHUYMT Ha I0ro-3anajie ¢ AMyjaphel, Ha ceBepo-
Boctoke ¢ CemupeubeM, Ha 3aIlajie ¥ ceBepo-3amazie ¢ peruoHoM Bosry-
Ypana, a Ha ceBepe—c Bermakganoii (IlenrpanpHbni Kasaxcran), Ha
NPOTAKEHUU MHOTHX BEKOB CJIYKHJIa KOHTAKTHOM 30HOM J/I 0CEJJI0r0 U
KOYEeBOTO Hace/leHMS PErdoHa, urpasg OcoOyI0 pOlb B ITHMYECKOH
(hopManuu MecTHBIX HAPOJOB.

Shohista Hamroqulova (also rendered in English as Shokhista
Khamrokulova), is Senior editor on our Editorial Board for the Russian-
and French-language sections. She is currently Professor of History and
Head of the Department of World History at Samarkand State University,
Uzbekistan. shohista.oioz@mail.ru

Babak Rezvani is Editor-in-Chief and Chairman of the Board of the
Association for the Study of EthnoGeoPolitics. He is currently Professor of
History at Samarkand State University, and Professor of Political Science

at National University of Uzbekistan in Tashkent. bkrezvani@gmail.com
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NB: Do you have any comments on Hamroqulova and Rezvani’s
article? Please send these to info@ethnogeopolitics.org or through the

contactform at www.ethnogeopolitics.org.
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Main Article

Ritual violence in Liberia: 2. Studying ritual violence in
history—Assessing (lack of) insights and knowledge

Caspar ten Dam

Ritual violence in Liberia series—Abstract

Ritual violence—violence characterised and justified by rituals ie.
observable ceremonial and sequenced acts, often involving human
sacrifice and the removal of organs to attain magical power—still is rife in
many places and regions across the globe, including West Africa. This
Ritual violence in Liberia series analyses lethal and non-lethal ritual
violence in Liberia during its known history, but eventually focuses on the
period from the Liberian Civil Wars 0f1989-1997 and 1999-2003 to the time
of brittle-and-violent ‘peace’ of today.

This series especially investigates the role of combatants in ritual violence
during times of (major) internal war in Liberia. These combatants include
child soldiers, their leaders and their victims—though forcibly recruited and
indoctrinated child soldiers could be seen as victims as well. These may also
include any other actors perpetrating such violence during times of (relative)
peace in Liberia against any non-combatants and former combatants among
families, larger kin groups and ethnicities—including former child soldiers.
Generally, the series seeks to uncover the saliency, prevalence and nature
of ritual violence in Liberia, and the causes and consequences of such
violence for both perpetrators and victims (opposing sides may be both
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perpetrators and victims vis-a-vis each other), for indigenous peoples,
other citizens and foreign residents in the country. For this it makes use of
the author’s theory and empirical research on brutalisation Le. increasing
violation of local and/or international norms of violence.

Even though few systematic, comparative studies on ritual violence have
been done to this day, a fair number of anecdotal reports and in-depth case
studies on particular tribes, peoples and societies show that this
phenomenon is widespread, endemic and ingrained in many parts of the
world—including Liberia, as this series confirms.

Indeed, especially magic-ritualviolence in both the private i.e. domestic and
public i.e. political spheres is rife in Liberia to this day. There, perpetrators
not just target individuals as perceived and actual (former) enemies in
vendettas often originating from the civil wars—including Liberian
migrants and asylum seekers living abroad or (in danger of) being deported
back. They also frequently target peoples and entire communities at
random, whereby they immediately attack victims or abduct them and
torture, mutilate and murder them afterwards in rituals believed to bring
magical, supernatural, otherworldly powers to the direct perpetrators
and/or their benefactors who ordered these killings in the first place. Even
Liberian migrants, deported asylum seekers and visitors could easily fall
victim to this ‘random’violence.

Introduction—Studying the history of ritual violence in Liberia
and beyond

As already noted in introductory Part 1 of this Ritual Violence in Liberia

series, ritual or ‘ritualistic’ ! violence—i.e. “violence characterised or
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justified by rituals based on religious, spiritual and other ideological
beliefs (or quite opportunistic, self-gratifying motives masquerading with
those beliefs)”—is “often ghastly brutal, perhaps even more so than many
other forms of extreme violence” (Ten Dam 2023: 27). Furthermore, this
first part of the series has presented my “analyses on adopted
circumscriptions of ritual violence and its empirical variants vis-a-vis
other concepts and theories of violence” (Ibid: 27)—and compared these
to my own circumscriptions of ritual violence, other forms of (brutal)
violence, violence per se and (inter)related phenomena ranging from
rituals and types of magic to tribes, clans and other social (kinship) groups

(Ibid: esp. 37-54).

Here, in the second part of this series, I provide an overview of the (lack
of) historical research, insights and consequent knowledge on ritual
violence in Liberia, West Africa and other parts of the world. The
subsequent parts of the series will present my (preliminary) research
findings on ritual violence in Liberia’s present and (recent) past, with a
final concluding part summarising the main findings; these will appear

in future bi-annual issues a/o annual volumes of this journal. 2

As already noted, ritual violence in both the public i.e. political and
private i.e. domestic and social spheres appears to be widespread in
West Africa, but also in many other parts of the African continent and
the wider world (Ten Dam 2023: 27-29). This violence even appears to
be part of ‘ordinary violence’ i.e. “violence experienced by ordinary
people in their ordinary everyday lives” (Bouju, & De Bruijn 2014: 3;
Janin & Marie 2003) in times of peace and war—for so far people can
lead everyday lives during times of war.3 Its prevalence as shown by
much anecdotal evidence and numerous case studies begs the question
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why ritual violence and brutality have not been studied much more
extensively than actually has been the case to date. Thus for some
reason it does not appear as a major topic in development studies,
conflict studies and related fields. Particularly the lack of broad
comparative studies on ritual violence makes it very difficult to detect
the provenances, types, evolutions and current trends of such violence

in Africa as a whole, let alone across the world as a whole. 4

Ritual violence studied and unstudied

True, a significant if relatively small number of scholars from diverse
disciples do reliably analyse (certain types of) ritual violence—or at
least the counter-phenomenon of non-violent ritual healing, medicine,
empowerment and conciliation (e.g. Traore 1965; Tshiteku 2008; Akello
2010; Jacobs 2010; Van der Niet 2010)—in their works (e.g. Gifford 2002
(1993); Ellis 1995, 2001a, 2002, 2007 (1999); Ellis & Ter Haar 2004;
Richards 2005; Cimpri¢ apud Bouju & De Bruijn 2014; Van der Kraaij
2015; Petrus 2008; Petrus et al 2018).

Particularly studies on witchcraft in Africa and beyond have (once) been
quite extensive and have shown some relatively recent if perhaps short-
lived “signs of revival” (Ellis 2001a: 223 (quote); e.g. Comaroff 1993;
Geschiere 1995). Fortunately we can rely on these scholars and their
works—and on a small number of investigative journalists and other
insightful observers as well (e.g. Mchunu 2015; Mukpo 2017; Flomo 2021;
Karpeh 2023)—especially if we ourselves wish to conduct a
comparative analysis of ritual violence across countries, regions and
continents in the future, as such broad analyses seems to be lacking.
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Thus West Africa specialist Fred van der Kraaij is one of the few scholars
studying ritual violence in a comprehensive manner (especially those
with lethal intent or effect), as shown by extensive passages on this
phenomenon in his major 2015 work Liberia: From the Love of Liberty to
Paradise Lost based with updates on the Dutch original of 2013 (Kraaij
2013, 2015). 3 Van der Kraaij presents and comments on many more
particular findings by himself and a number of journalists and observers
at his Liberia Past and Present 6 and Ritual Killing In Africa websites since

2001 and 2018 respectively. 7

Stephen Ellis, onetime Director of and (like Van der Kraaij) longtime
senior researcher at the African Studies Centre in Leiden (which
extensive library is a major wellspring of sources for this paper), is one
of the few other scholars who has noted and studied ritual violence in
Liberia and elsewhere; his insights, expertise and companionship are
sorely missed since his untimely death in 2015 (Akinyele & Dietz 2019:

esp. 1-3; Ter Haar apud Akinyele & Dietz 2019: 6-30). 8

Even so, the reported instances of ritual attacks and killings in Liberia
and elsewhere have been and continue to be so frequent, that one can
deduce salient traits and trends from these, leading to both preliminary
and definite findings. Indeed Ellis himself noted that during the Liberian
civil wars so “many fighters consumed human blood or body-parts that
it may be said to have been a standard part of the armoury of Liberian
fighters” (Ellis 2001a: 223).

Allin all however, the relative dearth of in-depth study and knowledge on
ritual violence, both within and outside academia, remains worrying and
challenging. First of all, the bulk of classical-historical accounts written
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during the last phases of Colonisation and early stages of Decolonisation
on ancient and recent history of West Africa and its peoples, cultures,
regions and eventual ‘modern’ nation-states, have, however insightful in
other respects, rarely mentioned, let alone studied in-depth, native
customs and beliefs—least of all or not at all rituals expressing these
customs and beliefs in violence (e.g. Panikkar 1963; Hargreaves 1969;
Crowder 1970 (1968); Davidson, Buah & Ajayi 1972 (1965) ).

Some classical-anthropological, classical-historical and philosophical-
theological accounts have paid some or even focused attention to native
customs and beliefs in West Africa and other parts of Africa—and
Liberia in particular (e.g. Johnston 1906; Schwab 1947; Harley 1941a,b,c,
1950), including those on ritual(istic) violence involving witchcraft and
animal and human sacrifices—or ritual measures to regulate, constrain
or even prevent such violence from happening in the first place.

Think of the groundbreaking studies by Edward Evan Evans-Pritchard,
a founding father of cultural and social anthropology, on for instance
the religious customs and beliefs of the Azande and Nuer peoples in or
beyond Anglo-Egyptian Sudan or present-day South Sudan and
bordering countries of Central Africa (e.g. Evans-Pritchard 1940, 1958
(1937), 1962 (1956) ). Arguably Evans-Pritchard had been “the first” to
produce a detailed study on “private vengeance and the feud” (arguably
a type of ritual violence) in Africa “among the Nuer, a pastoral people of
the upper Nile region” (Gluckman 1963 (1956): 5).

Similarly, Axel-Ivar Berglund has been one of the few to produce equally
detailed studies on the religious customs and beliefs of the Zulu people
in South Africa—including extensive analyses on magical (healing) rites
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and ritual killings—mainly ‘ritual slaughter’ of animals however, which
in most societies is more generally accepted or condoned than slaughter
of humans (Berglund 1967: 37-50; 1969: 101-116; 1976: esp. 214-245).

Or think of the insightful studies by Grace Gredys Harris on for instance
the Butasi religion among the Taita people in southern Kenya, whereby
kutasa, its “basic religious act” of squatting and spraying “mouthfuls of
liquid” like sugar cane beer or water and then uttering blessings or
exhortations to particularly cast out “anger and resentment from the
performer’s heart and to turn away the anger of the [natural or
supernatural] agent(s) addressed” (Harris 1978: 25-26 (quotes) ).

This anger-removal rite, so central to their indigenous religion, is a
major reason why ritual violence among the Taita appears to be rare.
This is perhaps also because of—or despite—the fact that most Taita
are nowadays at least nominal Muslims and some of them at least
nominal Christians.

As we will show for Liberia, most denominations and branches of the
Abrahamic religions and their priests in Africa—as admitted by some
theological thinkers (e.g. Hebga et al 1963, 1967, Hebga 1982, 1990,
1995)—exhibit remarkedly little will and success in countering ritual
violence that emanate from native, animist beliefs—Ilet alone
countering ritual violence that emanate from their own beliefs, or from
heterodox combinations of both. An odd mixture on their part of
fascination, prejudice and cohabitation with animism appears to
account for their lacklustre opposition to such violence. At any rate,
ritual violence in one form or another seems to happen everywhere—
even among the Taita in Kenya (e.g. Mnyamwezi 2017).
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Nevertheless, most contemporary scholars and observers on Africa,
specifically those studying the perceived origins and fallouts of the recent
wars in Liberia, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast and other places in West Africa
and beyond in the late twentieth century and early twenty-first century,
have paid little attention to ritual violence as a major factor accounting
for brutal war and brittle peace. Some did pay attention to ritual violence
and were rather shocked and alarmed by it, but showed little
understanding of it. Specifically those who adopted what Paul Richards
termed the new barbarism thesis (Richards 1996, 2001, 2005) of brutal
warfare by environmental, political and cultural ‘anti-modernity’ crises
and degradations (e.g. Huntington 1993; Kaplan 1994)—which contained
many of the same faulty presuppositions as the kindred new predatory war
thesis (see Ten Dam 2023: 65-74)—misconceived the provenance, role

and relevance of ritual violence in the conflicts they studied. 9

At any rate, many others noticed but were at a loss to explain ritual
violence in these ‘new wars’, describing and viewing it as wanton,
baffling brutality by mostly young combatants wearing “bizarre
accoutrements” (Ellis 1995: 165; Ellis 2007: 17) that seemed to defy
analysis and understanding. Thus British correspondent Matthew
Campbell described but was at loss to explain his “terrifying, bizarre
experience” of travelling with NPFL fighters towards Liberia’s capital
Monrovia in July 1990 “kitted out for battle in women’s wigs and dresses”
and their few vehicles spray-painted with frightening texts like “Here
comes dead body trouble” (Campbell 1990; from Ellis 2007: 17, 115).

Other foreign correspondents tried to explain these semi-traditionalist
accoutrements and accompanying lootings, vandalisms and other
brutalities during the later stages of the Liberian civil war as a sign of
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‘come-back-to-the-bush’ anti-modernity (a variant of new barbarism),
like Jeffrey Goldberg: “They destroy symbols of progress and
prosperity—pumping stations, plantations—with glee, as if they're
happy to destroy the country’s future” (Goldberg 1995: 38; from Ellis
2007: 122). Yet generally these young fighters of the NPFL and other
armed groups did not destroy or plunder goods to do away with modern
industrialist and consumerist society, but rather to get their “just
deserts” from a society that had so far neglected the poor like them—
and to punish the elite from having failed to help them despite the
promises of redistribution by those who educated them (Ellis 2007: 122-
123; Richards 1996: esp.79-etc.; Bazenguissa-Ganaga 1999).

In such cases deprivations led to depredations, and grievances led to
‘ereedy’ hoarding of riches by the destitute. These cases mainly show
that pure greed tends to motivate rather the privileged few who already
possess quite some riches but just gluttonously wish to get more and
more of these. In contrast, the destitute first tend to amass goods by
plunder if need be in order to satisfy their needs and grievances, avenge
their frustrations and gain status through possessing these goods; they
only tend to become truly avaricious i.e. solely or mainly motivated by
self-enrichment once they are no longer destitute, ‘got the taste’ for
enrichment and even become the new rich.

All in all, most Western observers did not or still do not realise that
African combatants in Liberia and elsewhere tend to wear ‘freakish’
dresses and decorations like human bones not just to puzzle, intimidate
and scare outsiders, bystanders and enemies alike, but to ritually
express spiritual power and invincibility—just as traditional masks to
this day express hidden spiritual connections and powers in especially
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secret societies across Liberia (see Ellis 2007: 16-18). Later stages of
Liberia’s civil wars knew “less cases of male fighters dressing in women’s
clothes or other carnival costume” and more cases of fighters wearing
dresses fashionable in America for reasons that need to be determined
in further research; yet the “one thing the fighters always wore” during
Liberia’s First and Second Civil Wars were “objects for their spiritual
protection” (Ibid: 122).

Even those studying mobilisations and indoctrinations of child soldiers
and other combatants during these relatively recent conflicts in West
Africa and beyond—or the attempted disarmaments, demobilisations,
therapeutic treatments, reconciliations and reintegration of these
former combatants into society afterwards—hardly deal with and thus
barely grasp the customs, beliefs and rituals of these war veterans
accounting for their past violence and present traumas and often violent
behaviour (e.g. Renda 1999; Chelpi-den Hamer 2001; Peters 2006;
Hoffman 2008;)—barring some notable exceptions at least to some
degree (e.g. Richards 2001; 2005; Fithen & Richards apud Richards 2005;
Utas apud Richards 2005; Van Gog 2008; Van der Niet 2010).

Thus while Luca Renda recognised that “internal conflicts often revolve
around intangible issues such as: ethnic disputes, religion, language, group
rights, discrimination or domination by a majority or a minority” (Renda
1999: 59), he did not refer to any aspects of ritual violence as factors which
anybody seeking to end civil wars must deal with. This omission or ‘blind
spot’ has been typical among those studying and practicing (attempts at)
development, negotiated settlement, reconciliation and conflict resolution.
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Challenges of studying ritual violence in-depth and across cases

Despite the reliable notion that ritual violence however circumscribed
is widespread in many parts of the world—given a fair number of
anecdotal reports and in-depth case studies on particular tribes, peoples
and societies (see preceding section)—few if any systematic
comparative studies have been made on this phenomenon in the
present times or recent past, let alone the distant past. Even the more
general “comparative empirical study of war .. was left mainly to military
professionals, historians, or anthropologists with antiquarian interests”
(Richards 2005:1).

A small group of scholars and analysts have been or are doing their best
to fill this huge gap in knowledge on this phenomenon in the broad
sense given the perhaps unavoidable variety of definitions and thus
delineations of it (e.g. Hadzizi 2o11). Fred van der Kraaij is one of them
regarding the close study of lethal ritual violence: “For over forty years I
have studied the phenomenon of ritual killings in Africa and I've come
to the conclusion that these practices are widespread across the
continent. Ritual murders are also committed beyond the African

continent, but that is not the focus of my research”. *°

But even Van der Kraaij cautions that his study of the phenomenon in
Africa is not (yet) a systematic or otherwise advanced one. Thus on his
website Ritual Killing In Africa he just presents “relevant material, often
accompanied by my personal observations and/or analyses, which ..
must be seen as reflections and certainly do not pretend to be definite

conclusions”. !
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Allin all, the dearth of especially comparative research and knowledge
on ritual violence—and related phenomena in (once) traditional i.e.
preindustrial societies—is clearly in part due to the overall disinterest
in it across a wide range of scientific institutions and disciplines due to
conservatism, biases, budgetary constraints and kindred reasons—with
the partial exception of particularly anthropology and ethnography (see
preceding section ‘Ritual violence studied and unstudied’). The same
disinterest has been rife among state and religious institutions as well.
Thus the Catholic Church generally “had made no effort to understand
the spiritual beliefs and needs of Africans” in Colonial and even
Postcolonial times (Ellis & Ter Haar 2004: 53).

However, even those interested and engaged in studying the
phenomenon of ritual violence, even in the more modest and easily
focusable setting of single-case-studies, face two major interlocked
challenges that concern studying other aspects of (originally)
preindustrial societies as well: 1) the unwillingness to divulge to outsiders
the workings of customs like those related to ritual violence that they
consider to be sensitive, confidential or fully secret for religious, other
cultural or practical reasons (omerta, self-interest, self-preservation, etc.);
and 2) the lack of written or otherwise recorded codifications of such
customs due to oral rather than scriptural traditions in these societies at
least until well into the twentieth century.

These cultural characteristics—secretiveness and lack of written
codification—are especially true for Africa, which arguably “remains
the continent where the least gets written down”, a given that is “to some
extent compensated by the fact that ideas transmitted by word of mouth
are more important in Africa than in most parts of the world, no doubt
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because of'its long oral tradition” (Ellis & Ter Haar 2004:19). Yet one can
only understand and (comparatively) study oral traditions in Africa and
elsewhere for so for far both locals and foreigners can audio-visually
record these or write these down.

Thus far this has been done only sparingly and on a case-by-case basis
over the last few decades and even centuries. Comparative and focused
studies (with recordings) on animist, Christian and other religious beliefs
and customs vis-a-vis social and cultural practices in Africa have been
rarer still (e.g. Thomas et al 1969; Moorhouse 1973; Schoffeleers 1978;
Bourdillon 1991; Olupona 1991; Gifford 1992, 1995; Haynes 1996; see Ellis &
Ter Haar 2004:19-20 & notes 25, 26, 27, 31)—slightly less rare if counting
the more doctrinal and other partisan observations and studies on native
beliefs and customs from Christian and other non-native perspectives or
vice versa as well (e.g. Harley 1941a,b,c, 1950; Junge 1950, 1952; La Roche
1957; Kuik 1970; Gehman 1993 (1989); Hebga 1982a,b, 1990, 1995).

Animist and other traditional religions in Africa may have revitalised in
recent decades, but are seemingly dispersed, ever evolving, splintering
and realigning within and across regions, without clearly demarcated
doctrines and denominations. These religions are also generally neglected
and ill understood—Dby outsiders at least (apart from the few specialists
studying these in depth)—in part because these “lack written texts to
compare with the Bible or the Qur'an” (Ellis & Ter Haar 2004: 20).

As a result, these religions (seem to) lack clear, distinct or common
theological and customary doctrines—including those on the do’s and don'ts
of ritual violence—that remain more or less uniformly fixed and enforced
over time. Even more pronounced and minutely described ones lack written
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sources, priestly authorities and thus uniform (coded) doctrines—such as the
heterodox winti (spirit) religion with native American elements practised in
the former Dutch colony Surinam and its diaspora in the Netherlands and
elsewhere, based on native vodun (spirit) and other ‘Voodoo(like)' ' beliefs
among enslaved members of the Akan, Fon and other peoples in West Aftica
brought to Surinam during the transatlantic slave trade (e.g. Wooding 1972;
Stephen 1983, 1986; Kelly 2023).

In comparison, other peoples and regions with long oral traditions, like
the Albanians in the Balkans and the Chechens in the Caucasus, (seem
to) possess much ‘better’ indoctrinated, circumscribed, described and
thus analysed beliefs and customs to outsiders especially, simply
because they adopted a Latin, Cyrillic or other foreign script and
increased the literacy among them decades, perhaps even a full century,
earlier than most peoples on the African continent. Yet even their
religions and other cultural characteristics are little known, as their
scripts and literacies arrived relatively late compared to those of other
peoples on much of the Eurasian continent.

Thus one of the fundamental factors accounting for a “relative lack of
knowledge about Albanians’ immaterial culture, their beliefs, morals
and customs” is simply the longstanding “absence of indigenous script”
(Ten Dam 2011 262 (quote); Ten Dam 2018: 33). Such (outside)
knowledge about peoples in the Northern Caucasus was similarly
limited for the same basic reason. Thus “the Chechens and Ingush
adopted a script only under a Soviet literacy programme in the 1920s
(initially in Latin; Cyrillic since 1938). Prior to that literacy drive, some
Chechens—Iess than one percent—wrote in Arabic or Chechen in

Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics Vol.12 Nos.1-2 Winter 2024

49



' Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics
4

Arabic script, in Persian, Turkic and Russian or Chechen in Cyrillic
script” (Ten Dam 2011: 259).

Be that as it may, secretiveness and lack of written codification also
appear to account for the relative neglect in studying and amassing
knowledge on ritual violence in particular: overcoming these challenges
may require costly and time-consuming efforts to gain the trust of local
communities—efforts that may be beyond the budget and timeframe of
many an academic, journalistic or other research-oriented institution.

Findings from multiple outside and inside researchers seeking to
overcome said challenges (whether successful or not) have found that
secretiveness towards them are due to many reasons. I myself have
already found in earlier research that peoples like the Albanians and the
Chechens are often “fearful to divulge any .. information and insights to
outsiders” given their repeated sufferings from colonisation, repression,
warfare, deportation and other devastations in the past and present;
outsiders, even venerable researchers, may intentionally or
unintentionally “betray them to incumbent, all-too-often hostile
authorities—or otherwise betray, misinterpret and dishonour their
trust by, for instance, writing disparaging accounts about their culture
and traditions” (Ten Dam 2020: 253).

Africans are likewise reluctant to talk about their actual religious beliefs
and practices—and particularly about (blood-)feuding, witch-hunting
or other types of ritual violence—to outsiders. Members of mainly
religiously oriented secret societies—of which there are many for
centuries to the present day in Liberia alone—are actually forbidden to
divulge such practices in their midst; typically what “happens during the
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initiation ceremonies is secret and violations of the pledge of secrecy are
punishable by death” (Kraaij 2015: 33-34). These societies not just tend
to be highly secret to protect themselves and their practices from actual
and perceived enemies: arguably, secrecy itself is central to their
(religious) beliefs and rituals—as I will describe in the forthcoming
section ‘Secret societies and ritual brutalities’ in forthcoming Part 3 of
my Ritual Violence in Liberia series. According to some scholars, like
founding sociologist Georg Simmel, “the secret offers .. a second world
alongside the manifest world” (Simmel 1964: 330). If so, then “secrecy is
a natural relative to the spirit world” (Ellis & Ter Haar 2004: 75).

In paradoxical contrast, Africans do talk freely amongst themselves about
such secret beliefs and practices—unless these concern the particulars of
their own secret societies—through often speculative “oral communication
and news-telling” dubbed radio trottoir (pavement radio) and to some
degree even the local written and audiovisual media (Ibid: 28(quote)-33). 3
They believe—all too often confirmed by past experience—that any
voluntary or allowed revelations and explanations to outsiders, be they
long-term field researchers or short-term visitors, or even to researchers
from their own communities, will meet with incomprehension, controversy
disgust and even hostility by the latter.

For the same reason, many African leaders during and after
Decolonisation hid their actual (violent) beliefs and practices to the
outside world in order to avoid alarming foreign dignitaries, financiers
and observers. Thus Zambia’s longtime president Kenneth David
Kaunda, undeniably a devout Christian, “struck most foreign visitors as
reasonable, progressive and sincere”, unaware of local rumours that he
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had “a close personal relationship to two Indian mystics who had a key

position in his entourage” (Ellis & Ter Haar 2004: 70). '4

While local secretiveness may be difficult to penetrate, many outsiders
willfully ignore radio-trottoir rumours (sometimes actually verifiable and
factual) recorded by local journalists and researchers or any other
indications of local ritualism because of their own cultural and ideological
predispositions. Thus according to Cameroonian anthropologist-
theologian Meinrad Pierre Hebga (1928-2008), leftist revolutionaries and
other progressives in the West were blind to the fact that many of the
apparently like-minded African leaders they admired were (also) “in thrall
to all sorts of traditionalists, marabouts, fetish-priests and diviners. Some
of these leaders even practice ritual human sacrifices to retain their
power” (Hebga 1990: 74; transl. Ellis & Ter Haar 2004: 72 & note 7).

Arguably Hebga’'s own Catholic upbringing, education and priesthood
may have instilled some (anti-animist) prejudices of his own. Still, his
nuanced analyses of native customs which one should understand,
tolerate and even accept for so far in line with the Scriptures—and calls,
together with likeminded theological scholars like Richard J. Gehman,
for an inclusive, responsive Christianity in Africa devoid of white-
colonial, supremacist and racist misinterpretations and misapplications
of it, were quite radical and progressive at the time (e.g. Hebga apud

Hebga et al 1963, 1967; Gehman 1993 (1989); Boulaga et al 2007). 5

One must keep in mind however that many locals, be they leading figures
or ordinary citizens, do not uniformly approve or justify religious or secular
practices of ritual violence either. Many or most of them are actually
ashamed about and oppose such practices within their communities, like
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abusing children accompanied with satanic or other rituals, removing
organs for magic purposes, consulting or hunting witches, or feuding with
perceived and actual enemies through other ritual(ised) means. Still, they
are generally loath to talk to both domestic and foreign ‘investigators’ about
these things so as to avoid judgment, derision or even repressive (state)
intervention. They rather wish to deal with and combat these brutalities
internally, often through the same (kinds of) beliefs, perceived or actual
powers and rituals the perpetrator hold and apply, yet interpreted and
applied quite differently than the latter do.

Thus healing white magicians mainly differ from harming black magicians
in the ways they use essentially the same tool-kits (oaths, spells, potions,
etcetera) for quite contrasting objectives and perceived or actual effects—
and quite often apply these very same tool-kits against (those of) the latter.
Outside investigators have been able to detect this dynamics between white
and black magic to some degree, by their own direct observations (if often
from a safe distance) or by rare witnesses (reluctantly) willing to divulge
such secrets to them and others—with or without the aid or ‘gentle
persuasion’ of police officers or other agents of the state.

Concluding observations

All in all, the mentioned and other written and audiovisual accounts by
mainly foreigners about ritual customs and practices in Liberia and
elsewhere have been few and far in between and often prejudicial from
Christian and other Western perspectives to boot. These accounts and
those by contemporary researchers are essentially anecdotal, just offering
glimpses of apparent trends of ritual violence in the distant and recent
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past and present in Liberia (as elsewhere). Van der Kraaij cautions that,
even with his own research and that of close and trusted colleagues, “It
will never be known how many victims died in the hands of ritual killers
nor will it ever be known how many perpetrators got away with their
hideous crimes. Many people continued to believe that human sacrifices
were needed (justified?) to protect or further the interests of the tribal
community—or for personal purposes: to enhance social prestige or to

gain material wealth, even to gain access to public offices”. 16

Even more general insights on magical-ritual beliefs and practices
among Liberians remain sketchy at best, particularly on who exactly
believes and practices in what, where and when. Thus Ellis notes “a very
considerable problem of securing adequate evidence. The best-
documented population groups of modern Liberia are those living in
the urban settlements which were founded by immigrants of American
or other foreign origin” (Ellis 2001a: 225) who had brought their own
beliefs and practices—and eventually mingled these to some hazy
extents with native beliefs and practices (see esp. first sections in
forthcoming Part 3 of the Ritual Violence in Liberia series). Ellis:

The fact that few literate Liberians or foreign writers ventured
inland before then [early twentieth century], and that their
accounts of the interior were often coloured by a characteristically
Victorian idea of African primitiveness and superstition, has meant
that there is a relative paucity of ethnographic descriptions of
some parts of the Liberian hinterland until quite recent times.
When scholars, missionaries and administrators did take pains to
inquire systematically about the practices, institutions and ideas of
the hinterland peoples, it was at the very moment that existing
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ideas and practices were changing most rapidly in reaction to the
extension of government authority over them (Ellis 2001a: 225).

Nevertheless, anecdotal evidence of magical-ritual beliefs and practices
in general and magical-ritual violence in particular across Liberia’s past
and present turns out to be plenty if one adds these all up (or just a
portion of these) and if one interpret these carefully, as I seek to
accomplish in the subsequent articles of this series.

Even though “no one will ever know how many” people exactly have been
ritually killed (or mistreated, wounded and maimed) in Liberia during any
particular period of time, anecdotal evidence of such violence is plenty:
actually ritual violence of all possible varieties—of all kinds of political
and non-political and magical and non-magical shades and hues—
continued in Liberia “during the dictatorship of Samuel Doe (1980-1990),
the two civil wars (1989-1997 and 1999-2003) and the presidency of Charles
Taylor (1997-2003); and even during the presidency of Ellen Johnson
Sirleaf, Africa’s first democratically elected female president” (Kraaij 2o15:
41 (quotes) )—and sadly to the present day.

Caspar ten Dam (MA political science at Leiden University) is Executive
Editor of this journal. He is a conflict analyst specialised in (regional)
conflict, terrorism and security studies (see www.ctdamconsultancy.com).

He has published multiple academic articles on topics within these fields,
including in this journal. info@ctdamconsultancy.com
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Endnotes

The term fritualistic’ may better describe the phenomenon studied than the
term ‘ritual—in the conceptual and phenomenological sense. Yet a frequent
use of the former term would decrease the article s readability.

The distinct articles to appear in this Ritual violence in Liberia series in
this journal may constitute more advanced, updated and improved
versions of equivalent chapters in my Ritualviolence in Liberia — Ritualised
brutalities in Liberia prior to, during and after the Civil Wars—if this book
were indeed to come out first. But more probably this book will appear
only after the entire series has come out in full, whereby its book chapters
will be the more advanced versions of the series’ parts i.e. articles.

Jacky Bouju and Mirjam de Bruijn do not clearly specify whether ordinary
violence i.e. “ordinary violence of ordinary people in ordinary situations”
(Bouju & De Bruijn 2014: 1; from Janin & Marie 2003) concerns violence
in the midst of war or other forms of armed conflict and political violence
as well. Still, they appear to imply that it concerns any non-public
violence in times of peace or absence of major conflict only (Ibid: 1-11). At
any rate, I equate ordinary violence with any private violence in times of
peace and war.

This lack of comparative knowledge has forced me to abandon the planned
sections ‘Ritual violence in Africa and the rest of the world—overall types
and trends’ and ‘Ritual violence in West Africa—some particular types and
trends’ for this article. Simply too little is researched and known on such
trends to make meaningful observations.

From here on we refer to ‘Kraaij in short for easier readability—yet one
seeks in the Bibliography for ‘Van der Kraaij'i.e. the author’s full surname.
Van der Kraaij also had a blog called Liberian Perspectives
(https://blog.liberiapastandpresent.org) since 2007 (see Kraaij 2015:

xxvii, 163), but now this seems either defunct or integrated with his
Liberia Past and Present website (www.liberiapastandpresent.org).
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See www.liberiapastandpresent.org & www.ritualkillinginafrica.org.

Van der Kraaij: “In 2018 it was decided to cease reporting on ritualistic
killings [in Liberia] on this [former] site. Instead, new ritual murder
cases have since been included in a general website on Ritual Killing
In Africa. Interested readers are advised to consult the Liberia page of
this site for recent developments”
(https://archives.liberiapastandpresent.org/RitualKillingsIVbis.htm).
However Van der Kraaij neglects to date his particular papers and
comments on both of these websites, which makes it impossible to
refer to these as publications Harvard-style in the main text. So I refer
to these publications in foot- or endnotes instead. The most
significant of these are presented in the Bibliography as well.

Gerrie ter Haar, a close colleague, collaborator and wife of Ellis, noted
that “Stephen and I liked to compare the type of bonding among college
friends, with its elements of mutual obligation, reciprocal relations, and
solidarity within the group, to the social bonds forged in African
societies, such as initiation societies in West Africa or the Broederbond
in South Africa” (Ter Haar apud Akinyele & Dietz 2019: 8).

Richards effectively conflated the new-barbarism and new-predatory-
war theses into a broader new-war thesis acknowledging “poverty”,
“hatred” and other grievance-based motives leading to weakened or
collapsed states (Richards 2005: 2)—even though he claimed to
distinguish and criticise three kinds of new-war explanations:
‘Malthus-with-guns’ (violent competition over resources due to
environmental degradation and consequent scarcity), ‘new
barbarism’ (violent confrontation between communities due to
reawakened cultural and ethnic identities and differences) and
‘greed-not-grievance’ (violent competition over both scarce and
plentiful resources out of greed and narrow self-interest) (Ibid: 6-10).
Yet most or nearly all deprivationists stressed that so-called ‘new
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10.

11.

12.

wars’ were just the same-old wars based on deprivations and
consequent grievances under new guises and circumstances, with
criminal and (other) greedy entrepreneurs playing subsidiary roles. In
contrast, depredationists like Paul Collier and Martin van Creveld
stressed the relevance of greed-based rather than (any) grievance-
based motives accounting for the supposedly ‘new’ kind of armed
conflict emerging after especially the end of the Cold War (see Ten
Dam 2023: 65-74).

Fred van der Kraaij, ‘Why publish this site on ritual killing in Africa? Ritual
Killing in Africa — Human Rights, Rule of Law, and Superstition in Africa
[2018]; www.ritualkillinginafrica.org/why/. See note 7 on the need for
referencing these and other website sources in foot- or endnotes rather than
Harvard-style in the main text.

Van der Kraaij, ‘Methodology’ Ritual Killing in Africa [2018];
www.ritualkillinginafrica.org/caution/. See preceding note and note 7.
For now I prefer not to apply the pejorative term voodoo to denote
such beliefs and practices in and beyond West Africa, even if one
could rightly criticise some or many of these beliefs and practices in
the moral sense. One should apply non-pejorative terms and concepts
in scientific analysis as much as possible, before making any (moral,
normative) judgments on the phenomena such terms refer at. That is
one reason why I am considering to replace the term terrorism with
another one like anti-civilian violence or one-sided violence for the
phenomenon of any violence against (practically) defenceless people
(see my definition of this phenomenon in Ten Dam 2023: 42-46). One
consideration why I may continue to apply the term ‘terrorism’ for
this phenomenon however, is to counter the persistent lack of lucid
circumscriptions and overabundance of biased, partisan application
of it. Maybe I will also decide to apply the term ‘voodoo’ in future
research for the very same reason.
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14.

15.

Many of these “so-called ‘secret societies’ ” (Ellis & Ter Haar 2004:
79)—a term “originally used by Europeans to designate initiation
societies they found .. in many parts of West and central Africa” (Ibid:
209, note 29)— have trouble keeping their secrets despite their
threatened sanctions on those divulging these, simply because of
their large memberships: “many .. incorporate most adult members of
a community, making the notion of secrecy rather problematic”
(Ibid). The resulting radio-trottoir rumours, though often speculative,
non-corroborated and (thus) unreliable, offer outside researchers
with one of the few avenues to study these societies and their ritual
violence.

Only after Kaunda finally lost his presidency in Zambia’s 1991 elections
did “further information about this side of his spiritual life emerge as his
closest advisors began to speak more openly” about this closely guarded
palace secret; “many experts on Southern African affairs would have been
perplexed if they had had full information about it in earlier years, when
Kaunda was generally seen as a Christian gentleman and a moderate
socialist” (Ellis & Ter Haar 2004: 71).

However, even the most understanding analyses of ‘other’ beliefs and
customs tend to be rather constrained and biased if conducted from a
strictly doctrinal perspective based on one’s own customs and beliefs. Jon
Arendsen did praise Richard J. Gehman’s approach of studying African
traditional religions in-depth without assuming a priori that these are
heathen, evil or Satanic. Yet his argument that German “deals with
specific aspects of African Traditional Religion and then looks at the
Scriptures to see if this activity is in line with Scriptures” and that this
approach “has been needed for a long time” (Arendsen apud Gehman
1993: 8-9), actually shows the limits of studying phenomena from a
doctrinal-theological or any other partisan perspective which effectively
forestalls any truly scientific falsification or ‘stress-testing’ of one’s own
convictions, presuppositions and predispositions.
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16. Van der Kraaij, ‘Ritual Killings — Past and Present: From Cultural
Phenomenon To Political Instrument, Part II The second half of the 20th
century: ‘heart man’ murders — Introduction and Caution’ Liberia: Past
and Present, [2005];

https://archives liberiapastandpresent.org/RitualKillingsSecondHalf2oth.htm.
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Main Article

The Dark Era of the Turkmen of Tuz Khurmatu
District under the Protection of the Kurdish
Parties and the Peshmerga (2003-2017) *

Sheth Jerjis **

Abstract This article seeks to provide details and revealing insights about
the difficult, indeed dire conditions experienced by the Turkmen in the
district of Tuz Khurmatu, due to the policies of the Kurdish parties and the
behaviour of the Peshmerga fighters, who monopolised the administration
and governance of the district, along with other Turkmen areas, after the
fall of the Ba’ath regime led by Saddam Hussein in April 2003, for 11 years
until mid-2014, and with the Shi’ite armed factions since then until October
2017. This occurred at a time when the Iraqi state had collapsed and the
rule of law was absent, and the Kurdish parties were the second largest
force in the administration of the Iraqi state after the international, US-led
coalition forces.

The article also examines the ethnic and sectarian composition of the Tuz
Khurmatu district, the suffering of the district’s Turkmen majority under
the ethnic cleansing policies practiced by the Ba'ath regime, and the
administrative and political situation after its fall. It also discusses how
Western media, strategic centres, and human rights organisations dealt
with the Turkmen presence in Iraq in general, and with the bloody events
and the suffering of the Turkmen there during the period of study. The
article concludes that the Turkmen of Tuz Khurmatu experienced the
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worst period in their history, specifically between 2003 and 2014, when they
were under the sole control of Kurdish parties and were ‘protected’
exclusively by Kurdish security forces and the Peshmerga.

The article argues that the Kurdish parties and the Peshmerga played both
a direct and indirect role in the violent attacks on the Turkmen, and that
Western media outlets, strategic institutions, and research centres did not
paint a true picture of those events. Instead, they relied on Kurdish
politicians and the Peshmerga to gather, provide and interpret information,
resulting in a lack of neutrality that favoured the Kurds.

The article also shows that the Western approach to the Kurdish issue is
superficial and biased, influenced by the overwhelming sympathy stemming
from the largely unintentional exaggeration of Kurdish suffering in Western
publications and the influence of Western political approaches. It also
argues that Western studies of the Anfal campaigns (April-May 1988) lack
adherence to scientific principles and rely entirely on Kurdish narratives,
with all their attendant exaggerations and biases. As a result, thousands of
inaccurate reports, articles and studies have emerged, portraying the
operation as a fable brutal myth.

These criticisms target the credibility of Western strategic centres, including
the media, human rights organisations and academic research centres,
which should rightly cast doubt on their integrity. Therefore, these Western
centres are required to review their claims regarding the number of Kurdish
victims in the Anfal campaign, which they estimated at between 50,000 and
200,000 people, while adhering to the principles of scientific research.

Keywords Tuz Khurmatu, Kirkuk, Kirkuk, Turkmen, violence, Kurdish
parties, Islamic State, Islamic state (ISIS), Peshmerga fighters, Iraq
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Introduction

Nationalist sentiments have dominated Middle Eastern societies since
the beginning of the twentieth century, and because Iraq has been part
of this region, their impact on the multiethnic Iraqi society has been
profound. Arab nationalist sentiments reached their peak in Iraq with
the Baath Party (&=l «23a), while Kurdish nationalist sentiments
reached their peak with the launch of the Kurdish armed movement
against the Iraqi state in the early 1961. On the other hand, nationalist
sentiments among Iraq’s smaller communities, the third largest of
which is the Turkmen, grew with the same momentum, prompting
them to insist on demanding their ethnic and cultural rights.

The events that followed the fall of the Ba’ath regime in Iraq fuelled
ethnical and religious conflicts. Iraqi society is a mosaic of diverse sects
and religions. The challenges faced by Iraqi society, including racist
dictatorship, ongoing wars and an economic blockade, have exacerbated
internal divisions and conflicts. The absence of a democratic culture and
system has made smaller, less powerful communities, such as the
Turkmen, who lack the means to protect themselves and their regions,
vulnerable to all forms of human rights violations.

Iraqi Turkmen have suffered from this situation since the establishment
of the Iraqi state in 1921. Their numbers were deliberately reduced
immediately after the declaration of the Iraqi state, and this process
continues to this day—although this intentionally reduction in their
population size has been somewhat abandoned after the fall of the
Ba’ath regime. Moreover, education in the Turkmen language was
abolished in the 1930s, and their presence in state institutions dwindled
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over time. The Ba'ath regime violated the most basic human rights,
extending to all Iraqi communities, with the Turkmen being the most
affected. For example, vast Turkmen lands were confiscated, the
demographic composition of their regions was altered, and they were
forced to change their ethnicity to Arab. The Turkmen’s adherence to
their national culture, the oil wealth of their regions and the fertility of
their lands have been among the most important reasons why they were
subjected to the injustice of the fanatical racist nationalist powers that
usurped the reins of government in Iraq.

Shi'ite Turkmen suffered from the Ba’ath regime’s racism on both the
national and sectarian levels. Tuz Khurmatu is one of their most
important areas, where their suffering and rights violations have been
widespread and ethnically based. At the sectarian level, large numbers
of the district'’s citizens were arrested and sentenced to life
imprisonment or death on the pretext of belonging to secret Shiite
parties. Many of them disappeared without any information or trace of
their whereabouts. Their areas were subjected to attacks and artillery
shelling by the army and armed Ba’athist militias after the Second Gulf
War in 1990 during the Sha’ban uprising. The Dutch anthropologist Van
Bruinessen observed that the “Shiite Turkmen city of Tuz Khurmatu was
destroyed” (Van Bruinessen 2005: 46).

The fall of the Ba’ath regime in 2003 was followed by a period of chaos and
catastrophe in Iraq. The state collapsed, along with the security and military
apparatuses. Laws lost their force, security stability was completely lost, and
sectarian conflicts emerged. This coincided with the onset of various
terrorist attacks across Iraq, reflecting acutely in the Turkmen regions, as
most of these were and are religiously and ethnically mixed.
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The complete control of the Kurdish parties and Peshmerga fighters
over almost all of northern Iraq immediately after the fall of the Ba'ath
regime and for more than a decade after it, posed another extreme
challenge to the Turkmen regions, no less serious than the sectarian
conflicts of the same period. The Kurdish parties claim ownership of
almost all Turkmen lands, considering these historically Kurdish lands
and incorporating into the map and constitution of the Kurdish region.
This monopoly enabled the Kurdish parties to monopolise power in Iraq
immediately after the US-led occupation, with the full support of the
latter’s coalition forces, to place almost all Turkmen lands within the
disputed territories, thus casting doubt on the Iraqi and Turkmen
identity of these regions (Kane 2011:13-14,22,32,37).

General information

Tuz (Duz) Khurmatu is a Turkmen name meaning salt, dates, and
berries, which was a subdistrict of Kifri District in the Kirkuk
Governorate. In 1922, it became a subdistrict of Tawuq (Daquq) in the
same governorate (Edmonds 1957: 277). In 1951, it became a district of
Kirkuk Governorate. In 1976, as part of the Arabisation policy pursued
by the Ba’ath regime aimed to reduce the Turkmen population density
in Kirkuk governorate, Tuz Khurmatu was separated from the Kirkuk
and annexed to the Salah al-Din governorate, despite being closer to the
central city of Kirkuk than to the central city of Salah al-Din
Governorate. Additionally, the district forms a promontory
approximately 60 km eastward in relation to Salah al-Din Governorate,
indicating that its connection to Salah al-Din is political in nature. The
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Tuz Khurmatu district also included the Amerli subdistrict until 2018,
when the latter became a district.

The Tuz Khurmatu district is located 75 km south of Kirkuk governorate.
The district consists of dozens of villages and three subdistricts: Markaz,
Amerli and Sulayman Bek. Amerli separated from Tuz in 2018 and
became an independent district. Tuz District had a population of 30,000
in 1922 (Edmonds 1957: 277). In the 1957 census, the population of the
district’s central sub-district, which covered roughly the same area as
today’s Tuz district, was 88,466 (Principal bureau of statistics 1958: 15).
In the censuses 0f1977, 1987, and 1997, the population of Tuz district was
estimated at 61,744, 86,471, and 115,942, respectively (al-Bayati 2014: 60).
In the 2018 estimates, the population of the district, including Amerli,
was 191,729. The area of Tuz Khurmatu district, along with Amerli, is
2,316 square kilometres (Central Statistical Organisation 2018: 278).

Ethnic composition

Tuz Khurmatu is considered one of the Turkmen regions least exposed
to Kurdish and Arab migration compared to many other Turkmen
regions, such as the many regions in Kirkuk Governorate and the city of
Exbil city (Jerjis 2022: 76). The vast majority of Arabs in Tuz Khurmatu
are Arabised Turkmen from the Bayat Turkmen tribe, who reside mainly
in the Sulayman Bek subdistrict and some of its villages, as well as other
villages in the district. They are accompanied by a small pocket of the
Arab Albu Hamdan tribe and some other Arab tribes, particularly in the
Al-Hlewa area. The Kurds in the district live in the centre, and there are
a few Kurdish villages to the east of Tuz Khurmatu.

Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics Vol.12 Nos.1-2 Winter 2024

79



, Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics

P

It can be said that Kurdish migration westward to the Turkmen regions
was relatively smaller the further south one went. Kirkuk accounted for
the largest share, due to its economic recovery as a result of oil
extraction, while Tuz Khurmatu’s share of the Kurdish immigration was
smaller than Erbil and Kirkuk’s. Until the 1950s, when Kurdish migration
to Kirkuk was massive, their arrival in Tuz Khurmatu was less frequent.

After the declaration of the republic in Iraq in 1958, Abdul Karim
Qasim’s government has built neighbourhoods in many Iraqi cities,
naming these the Iskan or al-Jumhuriya Neighbourhood. Kurds
acquired most of these houses in the Tuz Khurmatu city and the city of
Kirkuk. The influx of Kurds continued into Turkmen areas with the start
of the armed Kurdish movement (3aluall 433 81 4S jall) in the north in
1961, interspersed with periods of increasing numbers as events
unfolded, like for example:

- With the collapse of the Kurdish movement in 1975, after the
conclusion of the Algiers Agreement between Baghdad and Tehran.

- With the Kurdish Aghas (rural notables) selling their lands to the
Iraqi government in the second half of the 1970s, particularly from the
Surji, Khailani, and Khoshnaw tribes, this led to the displacement of
large numbers of Kurdish villagers from their mountainous regions to
cities and villages in neighbouring governorates, including Turkmen
areas such as Erbil city, Kirkuk governorate, Tuz Khurmatu district and
Diyala governorate.

- With the Ba'ath government demolishing a large number of villages
in the northern provinces, particularly Kurdish ones, in the late 1970s
and early 1980s, which triggered another large wave of Kurdish
displacement.
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- With the Anfal operations of 1987 and 1988, which were followed by
the migration of larger waves of Kurds to Turkmen districts and cities.

The Tuz Khurmatu district had its share of these migrations. The Jamila
district, an unofficial name, emerged within the predominantly Kurdish
Al-Jumhuriya neighbourhood toward the end of the 1970s following the
migration of Kurds, particularly from villages in the Qadir Karam
subdistrict in the eastern part of the Tuz Khurmatu district.

After the fall of the Ba’ath regime in 2003, and with the northern part of Iraq
remaining under the control of Kurdish parties and their militants, it was easy
for them to bring in thousands of families from Kurdish areas and settle them
in all Turkmen areas. They built illegal housing on municipal, government,
and Turkmen lands, and took control of all government buildings, housing
Kurdish families in these or turning these into headquarters for Kurdish
parties or the Peshmerga. The same events happened in most areas of
northem Iraq, particularly in Kirkuk governorate.

In the Tuz Khurmatu district, Kurdish families-built hundreds of homes
on a vast expanse of land between the Al-Jumhuriya and Jamila
neighbourhoods on one side and the mountains east of the city on the
other. Both neighbourhoods expanded to several times their original size.
The vast majority of Kurdish families were not residents of the district but
had migrated from the east. When the Iraqi army entered the city on
November 17, 2017, all Kurds—families, employees, and Peshmerga—Ileft
the district in fear of retribution and all of them returned seven to eight
months later, with the exception of the Peshmerga, security forces and
employees who had abused the Turkmen.
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Thus, most of the Kurds who entered the district after the fall of the
regime remained in Tuz Khurmatu. As for the expulsion of families from
Tuz Khurmatu during the Ba’ath regime, the number of Turkmen people
expelled reached in the hundreds, while the number of Kurds expelled
did not exceed a few dozen families.

As for the Turkmen areas in Tuz Khurmatu, the district centre, which
contains more than half of the district'’s population, and the city of
Amerli, the overwhelming majority are Turkmen. The centre of
Sulayman Bek district is home to an overwhelming majority of residents
belonging to the Arabised Turkmen Bayat tribe, with one-tenth of the
population speaking Turkmen as their first language. Turkmen also
inhabit many villages in the Amerli district, the largest of which are Bir
Awchili, Chardaghli, and Qara Naz, as well as villages in the Sulayman
Bek district, and some villages of the Tuz Khurmatu city, including the
large village of Yengija.

Thus, although Tuz Khurmatu is considered a historical Turkmen district,
and the Turkmen still constitute the vast majority there despite
significant Arab and Kurdish migration, many Western sources err in
presenting an ethnic composition that is contrary to the reality of the
population of Tuz Khurmatu. They either present equal proportions of
nationalities (Gaston 2018: 52), mention Kurds first (European Asylum
Support Office 2018: 2; Human Rights Watch 2017), or mention Turkmen
as a third nationality (International Organisation for Migration 2024A:1).

As is the case in all Turkmen regions, many Western sources exaggerate
the size of the Kurdish presence in Tuz Khurmatu. For example, a Zoom
News report indicates that “the Kurdish population in Tuz Khurmatu
has decreased to 30% due to the Arabization campaign” (Zoom News
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2024). However, today, after the settlement of hundreds of Kurdish
families in the district after the fall of the Ba'ath regime, the actual
percentage of Kurds in the district is much lower than the claimed
percentage (Kirkuk Now 2024).

As for the Kurdish media, their exaggeration in distorting the facts about
the ethnic distribution of the population of the Turkmen regions in
favour of the Kurds is even more pronounced. In one of its reports, the
Kurdish Rudaw media network increased the percentage of Kurds in the
district to 40% (Rudaw 2017).

There are international reports that do confirm the Turkmen nature of the
Tuz district. A report by the United Nations International Organisation for
Migration states: “The Tuz Khurmatu district, home to Shia, Sunni
Turkmen, Sunni Kurds, and Sunni Arab communities, is strategically
located on the Kirkuk-Baghdad highway in central Iraq. The centre of Tuz
Khurmatu is Turkmen in origin. Its urban centre is composed of Turkmen,
Kurds, and Sunni Arab populations” (International Organisation for
Migration 2024B: 7).

Today, Turkmen constitute 65% of the district’s population, Kurds 25%
and Arabs 10%. These proportions have been agreed upon among the
district’s components (Kirkuk Now 2024). In the city of Tuz Khurmatu,
the proportions are as follows: Turkmen 75%, Kurds 20%, and Arabs 5%.

Historically, the vast majority of the names of people, villages, plains,
valleys and rivers in the Oblique Turkmen Line (Tal Afar-Badra) were
Turkmen until the early twentieth century (see Map 1 below). For
example, Ali Yazdi mentioned the names of Daquq and Altun Kopru
with their Turkmen names in the fourteenth century (Yazdi1723: 451).

rum of EthnoGeoPolitics Vol.12 Nos.1-2 Winter 2024



, Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics

P

The Ottoman Almanac dating back to the Ottoman Sultan’s conquest of
Kirkuk in the sixteenth century mentions the names of people, cities,
villages, rivers, valleys and mountains all with Turkmen names (Nakip
2008: 37-47). Likewise, all travellers who passed through the Turkmen
Line for centuries mentioned these Turkmen names.

For example, James Claudia Rich, in his journey from Baghdad to Kirkuk,
Sulaymaniya and to Mosul in 1820, mentioned almost all the villages,
towns, and districts along the way with Turkmen names. He mentioned
these names from Kifri until he headed to Sulaymaniyah from Kirkuk:
Kifri, Kor Dere, Kara Oglan, Kiz Kalasi, Oniki Imam, Eski Kifti, Cemen,
Bayat Plain, Kuru Cay, Kizil Haraba, Aksu River, Yenijeh, Tuz Khurmatu,
Cubuk, Demir Kapi, Tawuq, Kehriz, Tawuq Cayi, Ali Saray, Jumaila,
Matara, Taze Khurmatu, Laylan and Kara Hasan (Rich 1972).

The traveller Rich visited Tuz Khurmatu in 1820 and considered the
ethnic nature of Tuz Khurmatu to be Turkmen and estimated its
population at five thousand (Rich 1972: vol. 1, 26, 33). A British political
officer who served in the Iraqi governments at the highest levels,
described Tuz Khurmatu as the most important centre of the Qizilbash
Turkmen sect in the province (Edmonds 1957: 277-278). The League of
Nations commission that determined the fate of Mosul Vilayet in the
1920s, described Tuz Khurmatu as being entirely Turkish or Turkmen
(League of Nations 1924: 38).

In 2018, a report by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP),
supported by the United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI),
listed Tuz Khurmatu as one of the largest Turkmen-majority areas in Iraq
considering that Turkmen constitute 7% of the population of the Diyala
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province, stating “Turkomen comprise ca. 7% of the population (with
significant minority populations in Kifri, Muqdadya, Jalawla and Saadiya,
and Qarataba being among the largest Turkomen-majority cities in Iraq)”
(United Nations Development Programme 2018: 29).

As for the Kurdish presence in eastern Tuz Khurmatu, it is not ancient. For
example, the Dawuda tribe constitutes the majority of Kurds in the eastern
part of the district. Abbas al-Azzawi and Edmonds estimated their presence
there to be 150 years old at most (al-Azzawi 1947:165; Edmonds 1957: 272-273).

Map1 Turkmen regions on the Oblique Turkmen Line from Tal Afar to Badra
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Sectarian structure

The sectarian composition of Tuz Khurmatu District is as follows:

- The Turkmen in the cities of Tuz Khurmatu and Amerli, and the
villages of Bir Awchili, Chardaghli, and Qara Naz, follow almost entirely
the Shi’a sect of Islam.

- The centre of Sulayman Bek subdistrict, many of its villages and the
villages of Amerli district are entirely follow the Sunni branch of Islam.
In the large village of Yengija, Sunnis make up 80% of the population.

- The Arabs and Kurds of the district are all of Sunni sect.

- Evenso, there are always some families of one sect in the areas of the
other sect.

The Ba’ath regime period

Before 2003, the Turkmen in Tuz Khurmatu district faced hostility from
the Ba'ath regime for two reasons: first, because they are of Turkmen
origin, and second, because the majority of them are Shia. The district
was also subject to Kurdish migration due to its location on the
continuous Kurdish migration route to the west.

Within the framework of the racist policy that characterised the Ba’ath
regime for more than three decades, Tuz Khurmatu district, like other
Turkmen areas, was subjected to all forms of human rights violations.
By hundreds of measures, Arabisation policies included the settlement
of hundreds of thousands of Arabs in Turkmen areas, the displacement
of Turkmen from their areas, forcing them to change their ethnicity,
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removing all Turkmen names for cities, villages, streets, schools,
businesses and even family names.

Hundreds of thousands of dunums (a little more than goo square
metres) of Turkmen land were confiscated and living conditions in
Turkmen areas were made difficult by obstructing government
transactions and restricting the scope of private businesses. Thousands
of Turkmen were arrested, and hundreds of them were executed on the
pretext of belonging to political parties. This racist policy of the Ba’ath
Party was accompanied by neglect and deterioration of urban services
and infrastructure in the Turkmen areas.

In the 1970s and 1980s, Arab neighbourhoods and alleyways began to
appear within the city of Tuz Khurmatu. The al-Tin neighbourhood and
the al-Askari neighbourhood were built for Arabs. Land was also granted
to them in the Al-Asriya neighbourhood, where the government
financed the construction of homes. Similarly, homes were built by Arab
families in the Imam Ahmed neighbourhood.

As for land confiscation, by Revolutionary Command Council Resolution
No. 369, dated March 31, 1975, as part of the largest confiscation of
Turkmen land in Kirkuk Governorate, 29,871 dunums of land were
expropriated in the Tuz Khurmatu district, all of whose owners were
Turkmen from the district (see Appendix 1), as Tuz was one of the districts
of Kirkuk Governorate.

After the fall of the Ba’ath regime, the new Iraqi government established a
governmental institution called the Property Claims Commission to resolve
the issue of confiscated lands throughout Iraq. The number of lawsuits filed
by the Turkmen of Tuz Khurmatu before this commission reached 4,970 by
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2014 to 2015, and not a single land was returned to its Turkmen owners
(Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organisation 2013: 7).

The Ba'ath regime regularly accused of hundreds of Tuz Khurmatu's
Turkmen of being either nationalists belonging to national political
parties or Shi'a religious parties. In a campaign of arrests that took place
between 1980 and 1982, hundreds of Turkmen were arrested for their
alleged affiliation with Iraqi Shi'a parties. As many as 101 of them were
executed, while many others were sentenced to various harsh
sentences, including life imprisonment. Many disappeared after their
arrest, and many Tuz Khurmatu residents left Iraq for fear of
persecution and death (Islamic Union of Iraqi Turkmen 1999).

With the withdrawal of the Iraqi army from Kuwait in March 1991, local
residents took control of the administration in most Iragi provinces.
Ba'ath Party leaders were arrested, and their headquarters, as well as
those of the Popular Army, security services, and police stations, were
attacked, with many wounded and killed.

During this upheaval, Turkmen youth gathered in groups in the city of
Tuz Khurmatu, particularly from the neighbourhoods of Mulla Safar, the
Kuchuk Mosque area and the Tanki neighbourhood. They armed
themselves and began writing and distributing leaflets to homes and
shops, taking control of the intelligence and postal offices.

Contact was made with some Kurdish groups, and on the evening of March
11, 1991, most of the city’s districts were seized, including the main police
station, the security office, and later the Popular Army (il (sl
headquarters. Turkmen armed youth set up guard posts on the outskirts of
the city and prevented Kurdish militants from attacking educational
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institutions. Thefts then spread to state institutions by Kurdish groups and
sometimes by residents of the city itself.

The city had been subjected to artillery and mortar shelling, and
occasional aerial bombardment by the Ba’athist forces and paramilitary
loyalists for more than a week since the uprising began. The city was
then stormed. The Iraqi army and Arab tribes overcame the resistance
of the city’s residents, entered the city and suppressed the uprising after
residents were threatened with chemical weapons attacks following a
demonstration by warplanes across the city’s skies. The city was also
bombed before and during the assault, killing and wounding dozens of
residents and damaging many homes.

On the first day of the government regained control of the city, all
residents were evacuated. When they returned to the city more than a
week later, many found their homes or shops empty and their cars stolen,
having been looted by the Popular Army and members of the Arab tribes.
The army had arrested approximately 500 young Turkmen, most of whom
were assaulted and imprisoned. Many armed Turkmen who resisted the
army fled to neighbouring countries for fear of retribution.

After the fall of the Ba’ath regime

This phase began with the overthrow of the Ba’ath regime on April g,
2003, through US military intervention. The Coalition Provisional
Authority was then formed, headed by Paul Bremer, who was directly
linked to the US Secretary of Defense as the governor of Iraq.
Immediately after the fall of the Ba’'ath regime, all Iraqi state institutions
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being staffed by Ba'ath Party members were dissolved, including the
civil administration, security forces, and army (Baker 2003: 4).

Within the framework of the strategic partnership between the United
States and Turkey, the United States was confident of Turkish support for
the overthrow of the Ba’ath regime in Iraq in 2003. However, the United
States was disappointed when Turkey refused to participate and did not
allow the use of Turkish territory. The United States then replaced Turkey
with the Kurdish parties as its sole strategic partner in Iraq.

The Kurdish parties and Peshmerga forces became the second largest force
after those of the United States in administering Iraq and in rebuilding the
Iraqi state and its new institutions, having received full support from the
United States. The Kurdish parties came to dominate the mechanisms of
governance in Iraq. The Kurdish Peshmerga fighters became the equivalent
of the Iraqi army and took control of northern Iraq. Thus, all Turkmen and
other minority areas in Iraq came under Kurdish control. The region
remained under the absolute administrative, security, military, and
economic control of the Kurdish parties for fourteen years, until 2017.

All non-Kurdish parties, including Arab, Turkmen, and Assyrian parties,
were founded abroad, with the exception of the Iragi Dawa Party; all of
those parties lacked experience in governing a state even on the local level
or operating as a professional opposition. The Kurdish parties, however,
had thirteen years of experience in governing their regions and had
established their own security and military forces, represented by the
Peshmerga and the Asayish (Kurdish security).

The Kurds have long enjoyed excessive sympathy from the West,
particularly because they were subjected to attacks from the states they
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fought, particularly in Iraq. This was reflected in the substantial financial,
logistical, political, and media assistance provided to the Kurdish parties
and Kurdish society, while ignoring other Iraqi communities, the largest
of which were and are the Turkmen.

In short, after the fall of the Ba'ath regime, the state’s administrative,
security and military institutions had collapsed and remained so for a
considerable time, the rule of law was absent, chaos was rampant and
violence was prevalent throughout Iraq. Kurdish parties and the
Peshmerga had come to dominate the Iraqi political scene. Under these
trying and harrowing circumstances, the construction of a new Iraq
began from scratch, including the drafting of a new constitution.

General situation

When the Ba'ath regime fell, the same things happened in Tuz
Khurmatu as happened in most of Iraq. In Tuz Khurmatu, particularly
the Kurdish Peshmerga and Kurdish security forces looted all
government offices and emptied them of their contents. They seized
control of all government buildings, turning these into headquarters for
Kurdish political parties or the Peshmerga. Kurdish forces arrested
many Turkmen and expelled others from government offices, claiming
they were members of the Ba’ath Party and who had wronged some
Kurds before the occupation.

In northern Iraq, Arabs were politicised nationalistically and well-
organised partisanly and being prepared to resist any force that would
deprive them of the enormous gains granted by the Ba’ath regime. They
were also prepared to defend themselves against any potential attack,
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especially by Peshmerga fighters, given their role in the Ba’ath Party and
the Arabisation of Kurdish, Turkmen, and other minority areas.

As for the Kurds, their parties and armed Peshmerga gained control of
northern Iraq, as well as much of the Iraqi political arena and the Iraqi
government. They have a strong desire to establish a Kurdish state in
northern Irag—and are prepared to avenge the injustices they suffered
at the hands of the Ba’ath regime. They consider most of northern Iraq,
especially the Turkmen regions and areas with other minorities, to be
historically Kurdish regions. Thus they include these among the
disputed territories, registering these in their constitution, and
including these on their maps.

The Turkmen and other Iraqi minorities, most of whose territories are
located in northern Iraq, were eager to redress the injustices they
suffered at the hands of the Ba’ath regime and to obtain their cultural
and national rights. They feared the control of the Kurdish parties and
the co-optation of their regions. The slightest administrative, political,
economic and security measures taken against them or with
disadvantageous effects for them became a source of resentment among
Sunnis, Turkmen and other minorities toward the state led by Shia and
Kurdish parties. Tuz Khurmatu was one of the areas that met all of the
afore-mentioned conditions.

The administration

The Ba’ath regime subjected Tuz Khurmatu district to continuous
oppression and repression. The district housed the headquarters of political
parties and the armed popular army, as well as police and intelligence
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departments, where Arab Ba'athists constituted the majority. The people of
Tuz Khurmatu lived in anxiety and suspicion under Ba’ath administration,
lacking even the most basic weapons to protect themselves in emergency
situations. As was the case throughout Iraq, all state institutions in Tuz
Khurmatu were run by Ba'athist cadres with high party ranks.

The decision of making the De-Baathification Commission, issued by the US
civil administrator and then-President of Iraq, Paul Bremer, at the insistence
of Iraqi political parties, particularly the Shi'ite ones, just days after the fall of
the Ba'ath regime on April 16, which took effect on May 16, 2003, played a
major role in the disintegration of the Iraqi state. Therefore, it was necessary
to form new administrative cadres for the state across all its institutions.

Tuz Khurmatu fell to Peshmerga forces led by American soldiers in April
2003. A few days later, a Kurd was appointed as Tuz Khurmatu’s new mayor.
Shortly thereafter, American officers met with figures from the district’s
Turkmen, Kurdish and Arab communities, informing them that a new
council would be formed to administer the district, consisting of nine
members, three from each community. The Kurd representatives requested
four, one more than the other communities, a request rejected by the
Turkmen and Arab representatives. At the same time, the Arabs generally
were reluctant to participate in the process.

Ultimately, it was agreed that the council would have twenty-one
members, seven from each community, despite the Turkmen having a
greater claim as the majority in the district and the region being known
for its Turkmen identity. This was similar to many Turkmen-majority
areas and other regions in northern Iraq where the rights of the Turkmen
majority were deliberately downplayed and ignored. This situation was
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repeated in the 2005 provincial council elections. Since all Iraqi general
and local elections in the Turkmen regions were held under the absolute
control of the Kurdish parties and the Peshmerga, and in the absence of
security stability, the Kurds achieved results far superior to their actual
presence in all areas of northern Iraq (see Table 1 below).

American officers supervised the formation of the new council in the
district. It was agreed that the council presidency would be assigned to
a Turkmen. The Turkmen Front intervened and imposed its own
particular candidate for the presidency. However, the Kurds and Arabs
rejected this Turkmen candidate, claiming that he was an active
member of the Ba’ath Party, and demanded another candidate. But the
Turkmen Front did not withdraw its candidate, and it was decided to
hold elections for the council presidency.

The Kurds and Arabs agreed, as some of the council members were
Arabs chosen from among those close to the Kurds. They elected an
Arab to the presidency, and an American representative attended
council meetings. A Kurd from outside the police force was appointed
director of the judicial police, and the Kurds took control of all state
institutions in Tuz Khurmatu.

Although the directors of some departments were Turkmen, they were
under the control of the Kurdish administration. Later, when it was
necessary to appoint people to sovereign positions in the judiciary, the
Judicial Council would send three names, one from each ethnic group to
the relevant ministry, and in most cases, the Kurdish name was approved.
This administrative structure remained largely unchanged until the Iraqi
army took control of the district in 2017 (Derzsi-Horvath 2017; Note 1).
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So immediately after the fall of the Ba’ath regime, the Kurdish parties
and the Peshmerga appointed large numbers of Kurds from outside the
city to government offices, especially in the health and education
directorates, and they became the overwhelming majority in the police
department. The Kurdish Security Directorate (Asayish) formed the
security apparatus consisting almost exclusively of Kurds, and the
Peshmerga became the army of the district.

Table 1 Various estimates of the Kurdish population in various areas along
the Oblique Turkmen Line after the fall of the Ba’ath regime *

City name Population No. of Council No. of Kurds in Kurdish % in Kurdish % in
the Council the Council (1) the city

Kt i Centre 66,700 20 16 80 70
Jalawla 60,425 20 8 40 20

Qizil Rabat 41,115 17 8 47 20

Balad Ruz | Centre 88,225 20 ? ? Very small
lali 23,713 20 10 50 25

Qazzaniya 15,042 20 2 10 Very little

Kifri Centre 50,000 10 10 100 75
Qara Tepe 33,653 20 8 40 10

Tuz Khurmatu District +150,000 21 7 33 20
Erbil Governorate +1,000,000 41 38 93 80
Kirkuk Governorate 850,000 (§) 41 26 63 (*)

* Table 1 intends to illustrate the increase in the number of Kurdish members in
municipal councils in those areas relative to the size of the Kurdish population.

(F) Percentage of Kurds in district and subdistrict councils according to appointments
under the supervision of the American military, Kurdish political parties, and Kurdish
Peshmerga that took place in 2003, and in provincial councils according to the elections
that took place in January 200s5.

(%) Population of Kirkuk governorate during fall of the Ba’ath regime in 2003 (International
Crisis Group 2006: 2).

(*) There are no reliable statistics or estimates.
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Military and security forces in the district from 2003 to 2017

Kurdish Peshmerga

From the first day after the fall of the Ba’ath regime, Kurdish parties
controlled the vast majority of northern Iraq and large parts of Diyala
and Salah al-Din provinces (Kane 2011: 9, 14-15). The Peshmerga were the
sole military force in these vast territories, and the police and security
services were subordinate to the Kurdish parties. There were three
Peshmerga brigades in the Tuz Khurmatu district, and the Kurdish
parties controlled the security and police services.

With the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) (AWl 5 (31 _all (8 4sadluy) 4l all)
occupation of eastern Tuz Khurmatu in 2014, the Kurdistan regional
government deployed an additional fourth brigade of Peshmerga fighters to
Tuz Khurmatu, claiming to bolster security in the area. However, just as the
other three Peshmerga brigades deployed in the area did not provide
protection for the Turkmen, the deployment of the fourth brigade did not.

Federalpolice

As attacks on Turkmen in the region increased by ISIS, with bombings
sometimes reaching as many as 24 per day, the Iraqi government
deployed a federal police (42=3¥) 4k i) regiment in 201 despite
opposition and threats from Kurdish parties and the Peshmerga. The
federal police were stationed in the Silo area outside the city, but they
were subjected to frequent harassment by the Peshmerga.

The presence of the federal police did not mitigate attacks on the
Turkmen; rather, it increased the bombings. When ISIS took control of the
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western part of the district, Peshmerga forces attacked the Federal Police
headquarters, expelling them from the district and seizing their vehicles
and weapons, including tanks. During the same period, the Peshmerga
also expelled Baghdad-backed forces in Kirkuk governorate. Under the
control of the security apparatuses affiliated with the Kurdish parties and
the Kurdish Security Service (Asayish-uilw!), the Kurds rejected the
Turkmen parties’ persistent requests and strenuous efforts to establish
armed Turkmen factions to protect themselves and their areas.

Iraqi and Turkmen Shi'a armed factions

The Kurds continued to refuse the entry of the Iraqi army and any other
armed faction into Tuz Khurmatu, despite the genocide being continued
committed against the Turkmen by ISIS. The fatwa issued by the Shia
religious authority, Ali al-Sistani, in Najaf in mid-2014 calling for the
formation of a popular army made the Kurds accept formation of Turkmen
Popular Army factions. The siege of Amerli by ISIS, which became an
international issue, forced the Kurdish parties to accept the entry of Shiite
factions into Tuz Khurmatu. In June 2014, Asaib Ahl al-Haq, Hezbollah, the
Badr Organisation, and Saraya al-Salam entered the district.

The new Iraqi army

The Iraqi armed and security forces were largely politicised and partisan
under the Ba'athist state, and completely disintegrated with the fall of the
regime, leaving the entire Iraqi society in a state of complete insecurity
amidst political, sectarian and ethnic instability. Rebuilding the Iraqi
army and security services took many years, and these still suffer from a
lack of professionalism and administrative and military problems.
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As it is mentioned elsewhere, with the advent of the new era, and for
years, Kurds played a major role in establishing and filling positions in
the new military institutions. For example, starting with assuming the
positions of Chief of Staff of the Army and Commander of the Air Force,
they also had a significant presence in the new military divisions formed
in Mosul, where a large number of unqualified Kurds were appointed as
soldiers and commanders, most of whom were Peshmerga (Mahdi 2013).
After nearly 14 years, the Iraqi army wrested control of all areas of
northern Iraq from the Kurdish parties and the Peshmerga, with the
exception of the three Kurdish provinces, in October 2017.

Sectarian and nationalist violence (2003-2017)

After the fall of the Ba’'ath regime, all conditions were ripe for sectarian
and nationalist violence. The state collapsed administratively, security-
wise, and militarily, primarily due to the United States' mismanagement
of the overthrow of Saddam Hussein's dictatorship and the subsequent
administration of Iraq, the rule of law disappeared, and marginalised
Islamist Shiite and Kurdish parties assumed leadership of the
government and state. The Ba’athists were numerous and intellectually
and militarily armed. They began exploiting nationalist and sectarian
sentiments immediately after the fall, having inflamed them to the
maximum extent during their rule. Almost all Turkmen areas, including
Tuz Khurmatu, had a mixed sectarian and ethnic character.

Sectarian violence began immediately after the fall of the regime. In the
first months after the fall of the Ba’ath regime, two incidents in the cities
of Tuz Khurmatu and Kirkuk confirmed Turkmen suspicions that the
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Kurdish parties intended to control and contain their areas and
suppress any attempts to oppose the dominance of the Kurdish parties
and the Peshmerga in their areas. These incidents also added
momentum to the sectarian and ethnic conflict.

On August 20, 2003, Kurdish Peshmerga gunmen, who controlled the district,
blew up the Mursi Ali shrine, a holy site for Shiite Turkmen in Tuz Khurmatu
(Mufti 2017). The next day, groups of Turkmen held a peaceful demonstration
in the city centre, but Peshmerga forces attacked the demonstration and
opened fire, killing five Turkmen and wounding many others. The following
day, other peaceful demonstrations took place in Kirkuk in support of the
Turkmen of Tuz Khurmatu. Peshmerga forces also attacked them, killing
some Turkmen demonstrators and wounding many others.

These two incidents in Tuz Khurmatu and Kirkuk were among the first terrorist
bombings against religious shrines and killings of peaceful protestors, igniting
sectarian and ethnic strife in Iraq. Sectarian violence quickly spread throughout
Iraq, in the absence of law and order and state institutions.

Then came the bombing of the two major Shia shrines in Samarra on
February 22, 2006. Violence in Iraq escalated even further. All Turkmen
areas, especially the Shia Turkmen areas south of Kirkuk, which also
includes the Tuz Khurmatu district, were subjected to the largest and most
violent explosions in Iraq. The Kurdish Peshmerga forces were the only
force protecting the region, dominating and controlling it completely.

Violence rapidly increased in the Tuz Khurmatu district; the number of
explosions was estimated at several per month during the first post-
Ba’athist years, including massive explosions in the village of Yengija
and the district’s city of Amerli. This later increased to several
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explosions per week. By the end of the first decade of the twenty-first
century, explosions had become daily, sometimes multiple times a day.
They increased dramatically with the increase in ISIS activity in the
western part of the district and, at the same time. By the beginning of
the second decade, the number of daily explosions sometimes reached
dozens. The explosions were accompanied by assassinations and
kidnappings of Turkmen (see Appendix 3).

The psychological state of the district’s Turkmen was in shambles.
During one of the sit-ins held by the people of Tuz Khurmatu under the
title “Tuz Khurmatu is calling... Is there a helper to help us?” in front of
one of the largest religious shrines in the city of Karbala. In an attempt
to draw the attention of Shiite religious authorities to their tragedy, one
of the sit-in organisers said: “We are holding a sit-in today next to Imam
Hussein so that the world may know the extent of our suffering and
concerns that have been hidden from public opinion and ignored even
by those closest to us for unknown reasons” (Ruwaih 2013).

Appendix IT shown further below contains detailed information on some
of the hundreds of terrorist attacks targeting Turkmen areas in Tuz
Khurmatu district. Appendix III includes the names of a large number of
Turkmen who were killed, assassinated, or kidnapped in Tuz Khurmatu
between 2003 and 2009 alone, a number that doubled several times
between 2010 and 2014. Many of the assassinations occurred in front of
their homes or shops, and most of the kidnappings took place outside the
city while residents were traveling. Some were aimed at extorting large
ransoms from the kidnapped person’s family. For example, Turkmen in
Kirkuk governorate paid approximately $50 million to secure their
kidnappers’ release (SOITM Foundation 2019: 86; Mutfti 2015).
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The Turkmen Rescue Foundation estimated the losses of the Turkmen of
Tuz Khurmatu between 2003 and 2014 at approximately 600 dead, mostly
men, 3,600 injured, including women and children, 160 kidnapped and
1,500 families displaced from the district. The number of homes and shops
demolished or closed reached 1,200 homes and 200 shops (Note 2). The
2018 report of the Iraqi High Commission for Human Rights estimated the
number of Turkmen disabled in the district as a result of bombings at
approximately 1,670 people (Iraqi High Commission for Human Rights
2018: 9). An official from the Turkmen Front office in Tuz Khurmatu
estimated the number of families displaced from the district to safe areas
in 2013 alone at 500, saying “There is no worse place in the world for
Turkmens than Tuz” (Zurutuza 2014).

All areas of Tuz Khurmatu district suffered from massive bombings,
indicating the systematic targeting of Turkmen areas. The following
incidents concern some of the major bombings:

- The Great Mosque explosion in Tuz Khurmatu 2005

The explosion of the Great Mosque in Tuz in September 2005 was one of the
major terrorist attacks at the time, killing at least eleven people and wounding
twenty-five others (Al-Jazeera 2005). The Euphrates News Agency put the
death toll in the Great Mosque explosion at 24 dead and 56 wounded, with
the mosque completely destroyed (Buratha News Agency 2013).

- The assault on the village of Yengija in 2006

The village of Yengija, located 10 to 15 kilometres southwest of Tuz
Khurmatu, was subjected to constant harassment by the Iraqi National
Guard at the time, which was largely composed of Peshmerga forces. On
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the evening of March 10, 2006, the National Guard surrounded the
village and shelled it indiscriminately with rifles and mortars. By
midnight, the village was stormed. Peshmerga forces ordered people via
mosque loudspeakers to remain in their homes or they would be shot if
they left. The operation lasted approximately 24 hours.

During the indiscriminate shooting of the village, two persons (aged 32 and
26) were killed and nineteen people were injured. The village’s water and
electricity sources were the first to be attacked. Almost all of the water tanks
on the roofs of houses were shot at and punctured. Generators, electricity
cables, and poles were destroyed. Two houses were severely damaged, and
six others were partially destroyed. Private cars, motorcycles, and tractors
belonging to villagers were shot at in front of houses (SOITM 2006).

- Aksu Café bombing in 2006

On June 16, 2006, a suicide bomber detonated an explosive device inside
the Aksu Café in the district, killing 25 people, wounding 34 and
completely destroying the café (Buratha News Agency 2013).

- Amerli bombing in 2007

In one of the largest terrorist attacks in Iraq’s history since 2003, a truck bomb
exploded in a popular Bazar in the centre of Amerli sub-district, which was
then part of Tuz Khurmatu (now Amerli district), on July 7, 2007, killing
approximately 160 people and wounding 240 others (al-Jarida 2007:18).

- Taza Khurmatu bombing in 2009

Taza Khurmatu is a large Shiite Turkmen village located outside Tuz
Khurmatu district, located between it and the city of Kirkuk. It was also
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under the ‘protection’ of the Kurdish Peshmerga. On June 20, 2009, a truck
bomb exploded, killing 73 people and wounding 200, including women
and children. It also destroyed approximately 30 homes (al-Ansary 2009).

- Husseiniyat Sayyid al-Shuhada bombing in 2013

On January 23, 2013, a suicide bomber wearing an explosive belt
detonated an explosive device inside the Sayyid al-Shuhada Husseiniyat
(Mosque) itself, killing 42 people and wounding 45 others.

The period of the Turkmen and Iraqi Shi'a armed factions (2014-2017)

The Turkmen remained disarmed and exposed to daily terror until 2014.
In the middle of that year, the Islamic State (ISIS) swept through all the
villages and the Sulayman Bek district, south of Tuz Khurmatu.
However, it was unable to enter the city of Tuz Khurmatu, besieging
Amerli city on June 11, 2014. After fierce and unequal resistance to the
attacking force, which possessed various transport vehicles and tanks,
the residents of Shi'ite villages, such as Bir Awchili, Qara Naz, and
Chardaghli, took refuge in the city of Tuz, and some of them in the city
of Kirkuk (Hauslohner 2014); at least twenty-six people were killed, and
ISIS forces entered the villages and inflicted great destruction on them.

Despite this, the Kurds continued to refuse to allow the Iraqi army or
any other armed group to enter the district to help fight ISIS and protect
the Turkmen, until al-Sistani issued a fatwa authorising the formation of
the Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMF) (2l 2dall &l 8) on June 13,
2014. This time, the Kurdish parties and Peshmerga were unable to
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prevent the Turkmen of Tuz Khurmatu from forming armed groups to
defend themselves and their region.

The siege of Amerli became an international issue, and international
public opinion became more concerned with saving it from falling into
the hands of ISIS in the region. At that point, the Kurdish forces were
unable to prevent the entry of armed Shi’a factions into the Tuz
Khurmatu district. In mid-June 2014, armed factions from Asaib Ahl al-
Haq (League of the Righteous), Hezbollah (Party of God), Badr
organisation, and Saraya al-Salam (Peace Companies) entered the
district via the eastern Kifri district, where ISIS militants were targeting
the main road between Tuz Khurmatu and Baghdad.

Shi’a party factions arriving in Tuz Khurmatu were able to lift the siege
of Amerli, leading to the rapid collapse of ISIS. The western part of the
district and its villages were liberated within a few weeks. Turkmen
factions, formed in Tuz district based on the fatwa of al-Sistani, joined
the Shi'a party factions in the fight against ISIS. The security situation
required the Turkmen and Shia factions to remain in the district.

ISIS’s brutal control of many of the district’s villages, and its subsequent
defeat, and the sectarian animosity it instigated, had extremely painful
consequences for the district. Many people were killed and wounded,
and many homes and shops, sometimes entire alleys, were destroyed.
The villages had been completely emptied of their Shi’ites when ISIS
arrived, and then of their Sunnis when they were liberated by Shi'ite
factions. Many villages remained empty for months and years, and a
large number of residents have not returned to their villages to this day.
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Under the new reality, the security situation in the district has
improved, and attacks on Turkmen declined significantly, though some
bombings still occurred:

- On August 29, 2014, ISIS shelled the military neighbourhood in Tuz
Khurmatu, killing five people and wounding twenty-five others,
including five women and six children.

- OnJuly 25, 2015, at least twelve people were killed when two suicide
bombers attacked a crowded swimming pool in Tuz Khurmatu.

- On October 22, 2015, a car bomb exploded outside a Shiite Mosque
in the city, killing five people and wounding 40 others.

- On December 12, 2017, a mortar attack on the city centre killed
civilians in central Tuz Khurmatu.

- On November 21, 2017, at least 23 people were killed and 60 others
wounded in a suicide bombing in the city.

Resentment and discontent among the Kurdish parties and the Peshmerga
over the presence of Shiite and Turkmen armed factions in the district
became a source of ongoing tension, leading to three major clashes between
the Peshmerga and Turkmen armed factions between 2014 and 2017.

The first major clash occurred on October 16, 2015, when Kurdish Peshmerga
forces opened fire on a group of Turkmen belonging to the armed factions
from the village of Chardaghli as they passed through a checkpoint at one of
the city’s entrances, killing three-five Turkmen. In response, armed Turkmen
attacked a Peshmerga detachment, killing several of them.
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Clashes spread throughout Tuz Khurmatu, with Kurdish peshmergas
burning five to ten Turkmen homes in the Aksu neighbourhood, and
Turkmens burning Kurdish shops in several Turkmen neighbourhoods.
Peshmerga forces then burned approximately thirty Turkmen homes in
the al-Barid neighbourhood. A number of armed Kurdish stormed the
home of Turkmen writer and politician Cevdet Kadioglu and forcibly
took him away in front of his family. His fate remains unknown to this
day. The religious authority and Shiite parties then intervened, calming
the clashes, which had lasted for two days (Imamli 2015).

The second major clash occurred as a result of the Peshmerga’s continued
harassment of citizens in Turkmen neighbourhoods, particularly by a
well-known gang in the city led by a Kurd named Goran, who extorted
money from the city’s wealthy Turkmen. At a time when the Kurdish
political parties and security forces were still firmly established in the city
centre, in the heart of the Turkmen areas, the clashes erupted.

On November 15, 2016, the Peshmerga shelled the headquarters of the
Turkmen armed factions, killing eight people. On the same day, the
Peshmerga shelled the Shiite endowment with tanks, prompting similar
responses from the Turkmen factions. The clashes continued for a day
and a half, after which some kind of a reconciliation was reached.
However, the situation remained tense between the two sides, marred
by minor incidents until coming of the Iraqi army in October 2017.

The third major clash between Turkmen factions and Peshmerga
occurred when the Iraqi army entered the city on October 17, 2017.
Peshmerga, police, and Kurdish security forces confronted the Iraqi
army and attacked Turkmen neighbourhoods at the same time.
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According to some witnesses, hundreds of shells fell on Turkmen areas,
killing at least five Turkmen and wounding about thirty others. Dozens
of Turkmen homes were also burned.

Shi'ite armed factions cooperated with the Iraqi army to secure the
central government’s control of the district, and the Turkmen burned
some Kurdish homes, in addition to about thirty homes belonging to the
Goran gang. As it is mentioned elsewhere in this article, all Kurds left
the district after entering the Iraqi army in it, and the Kurdish
neighbourhoods were emptied. The Iraqi army captured about twenty
Peshmerga and handed them over to Kurdish parties.

In October 2017, the Iraqi army entered all of northern Iraq and expelled
the Kurdish parties and Peshmerga from them, with the exception of the
three governorates within the Kurdish region.

The role of Kurdish parties in the tragedy of the Turkmen of Tuz
Khurmatu

Many Turkmen residents, intellectuals, and politicians in Tuz Khurmatu
believe that the Kurdish administration played a direct role in this dark period
their district experienced between 2003 and 2017. In addition to turning a
blind eye to attacks by Sunni extremists and ISIS against Turkmen, there is
reasonable speculation that Peshmerga and Kurdish security forces played a
direct role in the attacks, assassinations and kidnappings targeting Turkmen
in Tuz Khurmatu. As for the plausible reasons for these speculations:

- The Kurds had exclusive control over the district, particularly the city
of Tuz Khurmatu, administratively, militarily, and security-wise.
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- Three Peshmerga brigades controlled all entrances to the city then
the fourth came in 2014.

- The entire security apparatus and police forces in the district were
Kurdish and under Kurdish administration.

- These Kurdish forces surrounded the city from all sides, set up
checkpoints and monitored all the entrances and exits of the city.

- All explosions occurred in the Turkmen neighbourhoods of the city only.

- The Kurdish politicians and intellectuals have an unbridled desire to
establish a Kurdish state in northern Iraq at any cost.

- Kurdish politicians and writers consider most of northern Iraq,
including all Turkmen areas, to be historically Kurdish regions and part
of their historic homeland, Kurdistan (Kane 2011:13-14). Kurdish schools
have taught this view for many years, even decades now, convincing the
Kurdish people of this myth. Western reports, articles and books played
an important role in this process. Thus, Kurdish intellectuals and the
Kurdish people have grown resentful that Arabs and Turkmen have
occupied and still live in their historic homeland.

- Kurdish parties have succeeded in casting doubt on the identity of
the Turkmen regions and many other areas in northern Iraq by
including them among the disputed territories in the Iraqi constitution,
enshrining them in the constitution of so-called Kurdistan, and
including them on their own official maps.

- The Kurdish authorities rejected all attempts by Turkmen politicians
and parties to involve the Turkmen at checkpoints at the city’s
entrances and exits. As previously mentioned, they refused formation of
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armed Turkmen factions to protect the Turkmen, and they also refused
the entry of any Iraqi forces into the district to protect them.

- All Kurds, including the Peshmerga and security forces, Kurdish
police, all Kurdish employees, and all Kurdish families, left when the
Iraqi army entered the city, and all Kurdish neighbourhoods became
empty, fearing reprisals.

True, all these reasons at this stage are speculations, however plausible
and credible. These do not (yet) constitute definite proofs that particular
Kurdish individuals, units and institutions directly planned, ordered,
executed and participated in all these violent incidents against the
Turkmen in Tuz Khurmatu and other Turkmen areas, particularly in
Kirkuk Governorate. These reasons offer circumstantial evidence at best.

Therefore, additional research needs to be done to identify—and prosecute
at local, national or international courts—those truly responsible for these
crimes against the Turkmen, irrespective of their Kurdish or any other
identity.

Western sources and pro-Kurdish bias

There are several reasons for the West’s embrace of the Kurdish cause.
These include the West’s search for strategic partners in a sensitive
region like the Middle East, the Kurds’ openness to the West, their status
as one of the world’s largest ethnic groups without their own (ethno-)
nation state, and they were subjected to fierce attacks from the
countries in which they revolted and rebelled against the state.
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The Kurds’ association with the ancient peoples of the Zagros region, their
robust nature, the beauty of their lands, and the charm of their terrain,
which includes towering mountains and rugged valleys, have attracted
many Western travellers over the centuries, who have published their
fascinating stories about the Kurdish ethnicity. This has created a bright
and dazzling aura around the Kurds in the West, leading to increased
media coverage of the Kurds in Western literature and studies.

Decades of Ba'ath rule followed, fostering the development of the Kurdish
movement and exposing the Kurds to repression and bloody events. This
situation has led to increased interest in the Kurdish issue by Western
strategic centres, and numerous reports, articles and studies have been
published on the Kurds, their history, geography, suffering, and cause.
Because Iraq was not open to field research, most of these publications
interpreted, and sometimes distorted, facts to favour the Kurds. In other
words, Western interpretations of the region’s events, politics, history, and
geography were influenced by their focus on the Kurdish issue at the expense
of other Iraqi communities, especially the Turkmen, who constitute a vast
geographic area and a significant proportion of the population.

The prioritisation of national interests in Western foreign policies, often
at the expense of values of justice and human rights established by
Western societies, naturally reinforces the conspiracy theory prevalent in
non-democratic societies about the treatment and intentions of Western
states toward their societies and countries. This is manifested in
questioning the intentions and behaviour of all Western governmental
and non-governmental institutions in those countries. One reason for this
is that state control over all areas of administration and much of social life
is normal in non-democratic cultures.
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This phenomenon is clearly evident in the West’s handling of the Kurdish
issue. The majority of peoples suffering from the Kurdish problem, such
as Iraqis, Turks and Syrians, believe that Western countries, with all their
institutions, are biased toward the Kurds and support them in achieving
national strategic gains. These peoples believe that the news, reports and
research published by Western media outlets, civil society organisations,
and universities are deliberately prepared according to this strategy and
represent a Western positive bias in favour of the Kurds.

Addressing these unconstructive perceptions in non-democratic
cultures is essential to improving their perceptions of the democratic
system and human rights principles. This will undoubtedly contribute
to positive interaction between these societies and Western culture and
their countries eventually.

Regarding the relevance of this phenomenon to the subject of this study,
it is clear that the thousands of reports and studies published by
Western media, human rights organisations, and universities on the
subject of the study did not reflect even a small part of the reality of the
tragedies suffered by the Turkmen in Tuz Khurmatu and Kirkuk too at
the hands of Kurdish parties and Peshmergas over the fourteen years
covered by this study.

Furthermore, Western communities have been preoccupied with the
Kurdish issue for nearly a century, which has been reflected in their
policies and treatment in favour of the Kurds, despite the presence of
other major communities in Iraq that, like the Kurds, were subjected to
the most horrific human rights violations under the Ba’ath regime.
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Nor did Western sources ever address the inability of the Peshmerga
militias as an unprofessional military force, especially in such
circumstances when the central state and all its institutions were absent,
given that the Iragi government had declared its inability to protect the
Turkmen for most of the period covered by this study (Minority Rights
Group International 2014: 6, 14).

Western studies have not demonstrated the Kurdish parties’ unbridled
desire to establish a Kurdish state and the permissibility of using all the
available means to achieve this. In the photo shown further below
(Photo 1), published on a German news website in September 2014,
Kurdish Peshmerga forces are shelling the large Turkmen village of
Bastamli from an isolated angle, claiming that ISIS is there. Under the
prevailing conditions in the region at the time, the Kurdish Peshmerga
forces, the only armed force in the district, could not be absolved of the
daily artillery shelling that targeted Tuz Khurmatu and dozens of
Turkmen villages in the district for years (Bickel 2014).

It is worth noting that the Kurdish parties and Peshmerga forces were
Kurdifying Tuz Khurmatu and all areas of northern Iraq, especially those
belonging to minorities, without the Iraqi government and coalition
forces taking any action to prevent this. A report of the Middle East
Centre of London School of Economics and Political Science mentioned
the followings “The Kurds, who took advantage of US backing and
occupied the buildings of the former Iraqi regime. They held the office
of the mayor and other key positions and sought to administratively
align the city with Kirkuk over and above Tikrit. Ultimately, they filled
the political and governmental vacuum in the district, leaving the large
Turkmen and Arab communities of Tuz Khurmatu mostly powerless ...
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When the Turkmen and Arabs began to complain about the
‘Kurdification’ of Tuz Khurmatu in 2004 and 2005, US forces and
administrators took limited measures to balance out the local
distribution of power” (Skelton 2019: 17).

Regarding the Kurdification of the Turkmen regions, a report of the
international Crisis group mentioned the following: “Unwilling, for now,
to cross its most reliable Iraqi allies, Washington has largely stood silent
in the face of Kirkuk’s progressive Kurdification; to lessen tensions
created by the flood of displaced Kurds coming to the town, it also has
launched wide-scale countryside rehabilitation. Moreover, it provides
technical support and indirect funding to the Iraq Property Claims
Commission. When accused of aiding Kirkuk’s Kurdification, officials
reportedly replied that other communities were free to bring their
people into the town” (International Crisis Group 2006: 2).

If we take the numbers of Western publications and sources about the
Kurdish issue in Iraq, we find that these are hundreds of times greater
than the numbers published about other Iraqi minorities, especially the
Turkmen, whose suffering was not much less than the suffering of the
Kurds, and whose population (9%) was not much less than the
population of the Kurds (13%) (Knights 2004: 262; Shah 2003: 4).
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Photo1 Peshmerga artillery shelling the Turkmen village of Bastamli,
south of Tuz Khurmatu District

Kein schneller Sieg

VON MARKUS BICKEL KTUA E L Turiick rum Artikel

Kurdische Kampfer feuern bei Bastamli im
Nordirak auf Stellungen des Islamischen
Staats®,

Source: Markus Bickel, ‘Kein Schneller Krieg (No Quick Victory) Frankfurter
Allgemeine Zeitung, 9 May 2014.

It has become clear today that the deliberate dwarfing of the Turkmen
population number in Iraq by the British Mandate of Iraq and the Iraqi
monarchy when the Iraqi Kingdom was established after World War I
was for geopolitical reasons.

The preliminary results of the 1957 census, which many Western
authorities considered closer to reality in terms of the size of Iraq’s small
constituents (minorities), but which the Turkmen rejected, showed that
the total Turkmen population in Iraq was 136,806 (Al-Zubaidi 1981: 28).
It should be noted that the General Directorate of Population, which
conducted the 1957 census, was affiliated with the Ministry of Interior
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(General Directorate of Population 1957), and Saeed Qazzaz, a Kurd
from Sulaymaniya, was the Minister of Interior (Saleh 2010: 309n16).
However, the revised results of the same census, issued in 1958, when
the minister had changed, showed that the total Turkmen population in
Iraq was 567,000 (Knights 2004: 262; Shah 2003: 4).

According to the General Directorate of Population, the initial results of
the same census estimated the Kurdish population in Kirkuk
Governorate at 48.3% (General Directorate of Population 1957: 243). The
Kurds rely on these results in their claims to ownership of Kirkuk
Governorate and its inclusion in the Kurdish region (Kane 2o1: 5).
However, revised results of the same census, as mentioned above,
showed that the Turkmen population in Iraq was approximately four
times higher than the initial results. This increase in the Turkmen
population did not apply to the city and governorate of Kirkuk, which
would undoubtedly have led to a decrease in the proportion of Kurds in
both the city and governorate.

It is worth noting that the 1957 census estimated the number of Kurds in
Iraq at about 9oo,000 people (13%) of the total populations of Iraq
(Knights 2004: 262; Shah 2003: 4). However, today the Kurds, with all
their administrative, political and academic authorities, along with
Western sources and references, exaggerate the number of Kurds in
Iraq, sometimes to the extent of 25% (Jongerden 2016: 1; Bengio 2017: 15;
Lasky 2018: 1), and thus they obtain privileges and gains from the Iraqi
state by inflating their percentage of the total population of Iraq.

However, all but two or three Western publications (Knights 2004: 262;
Shah 2003: 4) ignore the revised census results and solely cite the
preliminary results, which underestimate the size of the Turkmen
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population in Iraq by approximately four times. The adjusted results for
individual Turkmen regions, particularly Kirkuk, have not been
published, as the Kurdish claim to Kirkuk is based primarily on the
preliminary erroneous results of the 1957 census, which logically
suggests that the Turkmen population in Kirkuk at that time was
deliberately dwarfed fourfold.

Any researcher of the geography of northern Iraq can easily notice the
widespread presence of Turkmen, whose vast lands extend across all
northern governorates, including Salah al-Din, all of Diyala and even Kut
governorate. Dozens of Western reports on the massive displacement of
people during the rise of ISIS reveal a significant Turkmen presence
among displaced families throughout northern Iraq, including Diyala
and Salah al-Din provinces (United Nations Development Programme
2018: 33, 66-67, 29-30).

A quicklook at Iraq’s history, and the sources are multiple, indicates that
the mass Kurdish migration from the east to Turkmen regions is not
ancient, having increased significantly only since the 1930s. However,
most Western reports and other research outputs do not address this
issue. Rather, many consider Turkmen regions, such as the Kifri district
and the city of Erbil, where the Kurdish population subsequently
increased, to be historically Kurdish regions.

In the same context, many Western reports consider Tuz Khurmatu a
Kurdish region or mention Kurds first when mentioning its
components—even though Turkmen still constitute the majority (65%)
in Tuz Khurmatu (Kirkuk Now 2024).
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So overall, information can be found distorted in favour of the Kurds in
most Western reports. To take just example among numerous, Vice
Media mis interpreted the barriers built by the Turkmen to repel attacks
as barriers to protect the Kurds from snipers (McDiarmid 2016).

According to a report by the International Crisis Group, “During 2003-2017,
the city of Tuz saw frequent clashes between Kurdish parties ... and Turkmen
parties ... . Tuz's Kurdish residents fled, and the Hashd wrought major
destruction on Kurdish property. Backed by the Hashd, local government
administrators sacked Kurdish public employees who did not return,
replacing them with Turkmen” (International Crisis Group 2018: 16, 17).

In reality, the Turkmen were defenceless, exposed to daily terrorist
attacks, and unable to confront the three Peshmerga brigades and the
exclusively Kurdish security and police forces that controlled the city.
Moreover, after the formation of the Turkmen armed factions in 2014,
three clashes with the Peshmerga occurred there, up until 2017. This study
already has provided details of these clashes elsewhere, and the
commentary on the Amnesty International report in the following
paragraph provides details of the Kurds’ flight from the city after the
arrival of the Iraqi army and the damage inflicted in their areas, and how
it was exaggerated.

An Amnesty International report on the Iraqi army’s entry into Tuz
Khurmatu in October 2017, which must have been transmitted by the
Kurds, clearly distorts the facts in favour of the Kurds. The report
states: “It looked like 9o% of the buildings in al-Jumhuirya were
burned ... . Those who had returned briefly to the city reported seeing
extensive damage to homes in al-Jumhuriya and Hai Jamila, both
Kurdish-majority neighbourhoods”. In the article, Amnesty
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International published a satellite image of part of Tuz Khurmatu
showing some red and black spots to support its claims. It did not give
any title for the image other than to indicate some of the black spots,
claiming these were smoke rising from burning Kurdish homes.
However, the locations of the red and black spots in the image are
overwhelmingly in Turkmen areas. The image also shows the al-
Jumbhuriya neighbourhood mainly populated by Kurds, where there
are almost no black or red spots (Amnesty International 2017 (incl,
quotes); see Photo 2 further below). As usual, the Kurdish media
distorted the facts even further (Rudaw 2017).

As mentioned above, the reliance of Western authorities, including
academics, on politicians, intellectuals, Peshmerga fighters, and other
Kurdish actors as sources of information about Iraqi minorities,
especially the Turkmen, is one of the most important reasons why
Western reports and other research outputs present misleading and
even false information in favour of the Kurds and their cause at the
expense of non-Kurdish Iraqi communities.

For example, a Western academic resurrected the Turkmen poet Hijri
Dede about twenty years after his death in 1952 and appointed him a
member of the Turkmen Writers’ Union, with the aim of demonstrating
the Turkmen’s attempts to erase Kirkuk’s Kurdish identity and portray
prominent Kurdish figures as Turkmen. He also stated that Hijri Dede
did not write poetry in Turkmen (Leezenberg 1994: 12). However, the
overwhelming majority of Hijri Dede’s poems are in Turkmen
(Fieldhouse 2002: 176); true he also has poems in Persian—but no
poems in Kurdish (Mardan 2010: 12; Kakai 2019: 10).
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An Al-jazeera report stated the following: “Beshtowan Kadir, 44, says ...
When he is wearing traditional Kurdish clothes, he cannot visit the market.
The Shia militia would kill me the minute they see me. Some [Kurds] have
lost their lives only because of who they are, and those who are still alive
cannot reveal their identity” (Khoder 2016). This information starkly
contrasts with the reality of Tuz Khurmatu district between 2003 and 2017,
when the Kurds controlled the city with a large number of Peshmerga, and
the security and police forces were entirely Kurdish. The Turkmen in the
district were in a precarious position, unable even to defend themselves.
The Shi'ite factions that entered Tuz in 2014 were affiliated with Shiite
parties with close ties to Kurdish parties and thus were careful not to
jeopardise their relationship amid the security chaos in Iraq.

One must keep in mind that after the fall of the Ba’ath regime, Iraq opened
up to Western media, human rights organisations, and research centres,
while vast areas of Iraq were under Kurdish and Peshmerga
administration. Later on, a large number of Western correspondents,
human rights monitors, and researchers flocked to the region to closely
monitor and document the situation, particularly with the rise of ISIS after
the fall of Ba’ath regime. The generally tense situation required assistance
from the Kurdish parties and administration, particularly Peshmerga
fighters, to accompany these outsider analysts to their areas of study or
accompany the Peshmerga in their areas of existence and dominance.
They also received diverse logistical support from the regional authorities.

This situation has made Kurdish sources, such as the Peshmerga, Kurdish
politicians, administrators, and researchers—who claim ownership of
most of northern Iraq and harbour a strong desire to establish a nation-
state for the Kurds—the primary source of information for Westerners
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about this troubled region, actually home to diverse Iraqi communities
and minorities, including Turkmen. On the other hand, the close
relationship between Westerners and Kurds sustained the latter as a
primary source of information for Westerners about northern Iraq and its
communities. Professor Leezenberg’s grave error stems from the fact that
Kurdish actors and sources were the primary source of his analysis.

Photo 2 A satellite photo of part of Tuz Khurmatu city from a 2017
Amnesty International (Al) article to support its claims

Variant 2.a When Al site and relevant article was visited on February 28, 2025

§  Amnesty International > : X

2 duz Khurmatugy
16.0ctohereofy. “

Iraq: Fresh evidence that tens of thousands forced to flee Tuz Khurmatu amid
indiscriminate attacks, lootings and arson - Amnesty International
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Variant 2.b  When Al site and relevant article was visited on June 13, 2025:

photo reduced in size and the name Tuz Khurmatu removed

v Recently added

24 Ocsoter 2017

e e semven Aot . At of e e

Source: Amnesty International, Iraq: Fresh evidence that tens of thousands forced to flee
Tuz Khurmatu amid indiscriminate attacks, lootings and arson Amnesty International,
24 October 2017, pp.16, 17 (see Bibliography for webpage).

NB: Names of the neighbourhoods were written by the author of the article.

The Anfal campaign and the Western approach

The dictionary meaning of the word al-Anfal is “(the) spoils”. In Islamic
jurisprudence, as a Qur'anic Surah, al-Anfal refers to “the wealth of
infidel warriors seized by force and coercion during combat”. The Anfal
campaign, launched by the Ba’ath regime in 1988, which included the
destruction of mainly Kurdish villages in some areas of northern Iraq,
has been subject to widespread distortion, to the point that it has
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become extremely difficult to find reliable information about it in any
publication. Western reports and studies play a major role in
exaggerating the campaign's content and results, in terms of its human
costs and geopolitical impact.

These reports and studies have overestimated the areas covered by the
campaign and contradicted estimates of the number of operations it
involved. Some publications refer to six campaigns (Hasan 2021), others
to seven (Hiltermann 2008), while others estimate eight (Human Rights
Watch 1993: 10). Most of these publications include events within the
Anfal operations that actually were not part of these, such as the Iraqi
army’s April 1987 attacks on the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK)
headquarters in the village of Balisan, which some western sources
consider the beginning of the campaign.

Others consider the February 1988 attack on the village of al-Jafati to be
the beginning of it, and most Western publications include the chemical
attack on Halabja in March 1988 as part of the Anfal operations. There are
also differences in the duration of the Anfal operations. Some sources
estimate it to have lasted six months in 1988 (Hiltermann 2008;
Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organisation 2013: 2), while others
indicate it continued until 1989 (McGregor 2009: 1-2)—or place it
between 1987 and 1988 (Bengio 2023). However, there is sometimes an
implicit acknowledgment in these publications that the operation began
closer to the actual date. For example, although the Human Rights Watch
report considers the February 1988 attack on al-Jafati to be the beginning
of the Anfal campaign, its table of contents places the beginning of the
first Anfal campaign on March 23,1988 (Human Rights Watch 1993).
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Map 2 A sketch of the Anfal operations and their axes (April-May 1988)
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The Anfal operations were an official government plan, including
specific actions in specific areas, undertaken by the Ba’ath government
in 1988. According to Iraqi military personnel involved in the Anfal
Campaign, the operation began in Ramadan in April 1988 and consisted
of three phases. The second phase was conducted along three axes. The
operational axes, participating Iraqi army units, and their commanders
were as follows (see Map 2 shown above):

- The first Anfal operation took place along the Sulaymaniya-Sargalu-
Bargalu-Dokan axis, with the participation of the First National Army
(J5Y) ik sll Jisal) led by Major General Saad Shams al-Din, and lasted
approximately ten days.

- The second Anfal operation began simultaneously along three axes,
meeting in the Sangaw area.

o The first axis: Sulaymaniya-Qara Dagh-Sangaw, with the
participation of the First National Army, led by Major General Saeed
Mohammed Hamdan.

o The second axis: Chamchamal-Sangaw, with the participation of the
Infantry Division Command (3Lil) 43 53 3.L8) ]ed by Major General Saad
Shams al-Din.

o The third axis: Tuz Khurmatu-Qader Karam-Sangaw, with the
participation of the Oil Protection Forces Command (bl dles &) $83.08))
led by Major General Bariq Haj Hunta.

- The third Anfal operation took place along the Chamchamal-Agjalar-
Shwan-Taq Taq axis, with the participation of some of the forces that
participated in the previous operations.

Each phase of these Anfal operations lasted between one to two weeks,
meaning the entire operation lasted approximately one month and
covered the area between Kirkuk, Tuz Khurmatu, Kalar, Sulaymaniya,
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Dokan and Altun Kupri (see Map 2 shown above). The population of
villages in most of the Kurdish regions at eastern northern Iraq,
including the Anfal operations areas, had already been depleted by
pressure from the Peshmerga and years of economic sanctions imposed
by Ba'ath regime in response to Peshmerga attacks, and the hostile
stance of the Kurdish parties and their collaboration with Iran.

Western reports portray the Anfal campaign as a meticulously planned
and carefully executed military operation to exterminate the Kurdish
people, exaggerating the size and type of Iraqi forces involved
(Hiltermann 2008; Human Rights Watch 1993: 10). However, the Iraqi
state was in a state of administrative collapse, with most ministry
employees joining the military and budgets sharply reduced. Ministries
such as education and health were in a deplorable state, and chaos
reigned in the administration of security and police. Militarily, the Iraqi
army was depleted by seven years of war with Iran. The Anfal operations
came at a time when Iraq was being subjected to devastating attacks by
the Iranian army, supported by Kurdish parties and the Peshmerga in
northern Iraq, and the Iraqi army, police, and security forces were
suffering from a severe shortage of qualified, trained, and experienced
personnel and logistical resources.

As for Ali Hassan al-Majid, Saddam Hussein's cousin, whom he granted a
number of military and civilian ranks, including that of lieutenant general,
and to whom all Western reports attribute personal responsibility for
planning and executing these operations, had no advanced military
education or experience, having originally been a deputy officer in the
Iraqi Air Force in Kirkuk during the Ba’athist coup of 1968.
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Western sources also greatly exaggerated the Iraqi army’s use of
chemical weapons against the Kurds, as if all Kurdish areas had been
bombarded with chemical weapons. No conclusive evidence of any use
of chemical weapons against the Kurds in northern Iraq has been found,
except for what occurred in Halabja. Western correspondents and
researchers appear to have accepted as fact everything they were told by
Kurdish authorities, political parties and Peshmerga forces, as well as
what they read in Kurdish sources, without verifying its authenticity.

It is well known to most members of the Iraqi army, especially officers,
that chemical weapons were never used against Kurdish areas except
for Halabja. It should be noted that the author of this article was a
reserve medical officer on the front lines between 1981 and 1985, moving
along the front lines from the most distant battlefield in Gardamand in
northern Iraq to the far south in the city of Al-Faw. Before and after that,
he worked in hospitals in Mosul and Kirkuk, where wounded soldiers
and civilians frequently received treatment.

Regarding the non-use of chemical weapons in the Anfal operations, it
was and is well known to the general public, even to non-political and
non-nationalist Kurds in and nearby most of the areas of the Anfal
operations, as they were adjacent to Tuz Khurmatu, Kirkuk and Altun
Kupri, and given that nearly half of the Anfal areas fall within the Kirkuk
Governorate. Knowing that Kurdish propaganda, supported by Western
sources, is so powerful and influential in those areas that when one asks
about what happened in the Anfal operations, one gets the answer that
180,000 Kurds were killed by these operation—but immediately
followed with the remark, “But there is no evidence to prove that”.
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What is known about the Anfal operations, which can also be noted in
some Western reports, is the fact that before these operations began,
residents of all relevant villages were informed of the necessity of
evacuating the villages and moving to the eastern Kurdish regions,
otherwise they would be forcibly transferred to settlements outside the
region. Several collective housing complexes were being identified for
them in various areas of the governorates of Sulaymaniya, Erbil and
Kirkuk, as well as some southern governorates. It is worth noting that
residents of Turkmen villages demolished during the same period, such
as the village of Bashir, were also rehoused in these complexes in the
same region and in southern Iraq.

There was no control over migration from these villages, as the majority
of their inhabitants headed to nearby cities such as Tuz Khurmatu and
Kirkuk, where the Kurdish Al-Jumhuriya neighbourhood expanded, and
the Kurdish Jamila neighbourhood emerged in Tuz Khurmatu. In Kirkuk,
the Kurdish neighbourhoods expanded too, and the population of Rahim
Awa increased significantly, to the point that it is now the largest
neighbourhood in Kirkuk city in terms of population. In 2020, the
neighbourhood’s population was approximately 95,000 (Al-Jubouri 2021:
665). It is also worth noting that the Rahim Awa neighbourhood is from
the relatively recent Kurdish neighbourhoods in Kirkuk, emerging in the
second half of the twentieth century (International Crisis Group 2004: 9).

Civil service groups, such as teachers, had been formed in areas adjacent
to the Anfal operations’ areas to inform villagers of the need to leave.
Therefore, when the Anfal campaign began, a large percentage of the
population had already left their villages, while those who remained
offered almost no resistance or disobedience. For example, in the
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eastern Laylan district of Kirkuk Governorate, a small force made up of
elements from the Popular Army, a paramilitary organisation composed
of Ba'ath Party members, and the regular army, equipped with an
armoured vehicle and a cavalry unit, went out to inform villagers of the
need to leave. A Peshmerga force clashed with them, specifically in the
village of Osman Lak, resulting in the deaths of a police commissioner,
two members of the Popular Army, and several Peshmerga.

Notably, in July 1987, approximately several dozen Kurdish civilians,
including children and women, and Iraqi soldiers wounded by chemical
weapons were transferred from the Penjwen-Sayyid Sadiq Operations
field to the Republican Hospital in Kirkuk Governorate. The author of
this article was a senior resident physician at the hospital at the time,
who learned from his fellow treating physicians that these casualties
had been wounded by Iranian shelling.

The question that arises here is: if the Ba'ath government wanted to
exterminate the Kurds through the widespread use of chemical weapons,
as Western reports and research tend to depict, why did it bring in and
treat the wounded from chemical weapons? This was despite the fact that
transporting these wounded from the front lines and treating them was a
daunting task at a time when fierce fighting was raging in the region and
Iraqi military capabilities had been depleted due to the length of the Iraq-
Iran war. Information circulated at the time among army personnel about
the presence of chemical injuries that were unlike those caused by the
chemical weapons possessed by the Iraqi army.

As for the direct causes that exposed the Kurds to the Anfal operations and
other operations, particularly during the Iran-Iraq War, almost all Western
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publications attribute these solely to the Ba’ath regime's Arabisation policy
(Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organisation 2013: 2) without
addressing the direct underlying causes.

The armed Kurdish movement against the Iraqi state had virtually
ended after the 1975 Algiers Agreement between Baghdad and Tehran,
which forced Iran to cease its military and logistical support for the
Kurdish movement. Iranian artillery, anti-aircraft weapons, and a
wireless communications station had provided direct support to the
Kurdish movement at the time.

The Kurdish movement re-emerged in the 1980s thanks to its support
and active participation in Iranian military attacks on the Iraqi army,
even planning and carrying out joint attacks with the Iranian army
(Hiltermann 2008). They also served as guides for the Iranian army
inside Iraq. In return, the Kurdish movement received all forms of
financial and military support from the Iranian state. The Peshmerga
militias assisted Iranian forces in penetrating deep into Iraqi territory,
sometimes bombing vital targets, such as the oil facilities in the city of
Kirkuk.

The Irag-Iran War not only revived the Kurdish armed movement, but
also created a vast battlefield for it and expanded the scope of Kurdish
party attacks to encompass vast areas. They controlled only a relatively
narrow strip of Iraqi territory along the Iranian border, such as the
Penjwen and Haji Omran areas, and then some rugged valleys between
the towering mountains inside Iraq such as the Sargalo-Bargalo and
Balisan areas, where the headquarters of the Patriotic Union of
Kurdistan (2G2S ik gl As5Y)) were located, as well as in the village
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of Gali Zewa in Dohuk Governorate, where the headquarters of the
Kurdistan Democratic Party (25w SI ) jaanll o jall) was located.

The Iraqi state also lost almost complete control over the eastern half of
northern Iraq as a result of the continuous attacks launched by the
Peshmerga militias on government departments and facilities,
employees and civilian and military traffic in 1980s. This was also due to
the Iraqi army’s preoccupation with combat operations on the front
lines along the Iraq-Iran border, which is nearly 1,000 kilometres long.

Under these difficult circumstances and facing almost daily attacks by
Kurdish militias on the external roads even at the level of villages,
soldiers, senior officers and larger units of the Iraqi army were
constantly moving to supply and maintain front-line military units with
equipment and provisions along the Iraqg-Iran border throughout the
eight years of the Iran-Iraq War (1980-1988). Army personnel would pass
through these roads to enjoy their monthly vacations.

These movements were most intense during Iranian offensives, which
sometimes lasted for months, as regiments, brigades and even entire
divisions of the Iraqi army moved toward the front lines to support
combat units and repel Iranian attacks. For example, the Iranian
offensive on Mount Mawat lasted nearly a year, from April 1987 to the
first months of 1988. The losses during these attacks were heavy, with
thousands killed; military hospitals in many provinces were often
overwhelmed with seriously wounded, requiring the additional use of
civilian hospitals.

The Peshmerga launched continuous attacks on vehicle and road traffic,
particularly against Iraqi army personnel, vehicles, institutions, and
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units, generally launched from Kurdish villages. In response the state
had banned intercity traffic after 4 p.m. and until the following morning
on roads across a vast area that encompassed roughly the eastern half of
northern Iraq. These measures had been in place for long periods, even
before the Iraq-Iran War.

These military convoys were subjected to continuous attacks by Kurdish
militias, resulting each time in dozens of deaths and injuries before they
reached the front. The cousin of the author of this article, Mazhar
Ahmed, a 33-year-old man with three children and a wife, was killed in
1986 during Peshmerga attacks on a Special Forces brigade on the
Kirkuk-Sulaymaniya Road. The brigade was on its way to the front to
support army units repelling a major Iranian attack at the time.

As for the chemical attack on Halabja on March 16,1988, it occurred after
Iranian forces, alongside Peshmerga, surprised Iraqi army units and
annihilated two brigades. One brigade was on the front lines, while the
68th Special Forces Brigade came to support the repelling of the Iranian-
Kurdish attack. The Anfal operations may to a large extent have been a
sadly vengeful response of the Ba’ath regime to the Iranian-Kurdish
attack on Halabja, as the official starting date for the Anfal operations
was in the second half of April 1988.

Western reports and research have greatly exaggerated the number of
casualties by the Anfal operations. Some Western studies estimated the
number of Kurdish fatalities at fifty thousand (Human Rights Watch
1993), while other Western reports put the number at one hundred
thousand killed. Some reports even estimated the number of Kurdish
deaths during the campaign at two hundred thousand (Newton 2007:
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1530). These figures were echoed in countless subsequent Western reports
and studies. Undoubtedly, these exaggerations of the death toll played a
significant role in inflaming the sentiments of the international
community, especially in the West, generating overwhelming feelings of
sympathy and attracting significant support for the Kurdish cause. This
excessive exaggeration of the Kurds' suffering, which has brought them
immense international sympathy and support, can be considered as one
of the reasons behind the neglect of the suffering of other Iraqi
communities by international community, the Kurds' push to claim the
lands of other Iraqi communities, and Kurdish attempts to partition Iraq.

Although the Kurdish parties and Peshmerga forces, with full support
from the US-led coalition, gained near-total control over the Iraqi state
administration for several years after the fall of the Ba’ath regime in
2003, and although Kurdish influence in Iraq has remained strong since
then, they have been unable to find or provide the slightest tangible
evidence of such a massive death toll, not even the bodies of the few
thousand Kurds killed during the Anfal campaigns.

If the Iraqi army used chemical weapons against the Kurds extensively
and in numerous areas, according to Western reports and research, and if
every Anfal operations was preceded by chemical bombing, and that the
Anfal operation took place in eight stages covering most of the Kurdish
regions, it is likely that the killed victims of the chemical bombing
remained in the Kurdish areas—or at least half of the 50 to 200 thousand
fatalities, according to Western research. The questions which arise here,
are: where are the bodies of at least 100,000 Kurds? Is it conceivable that
the Iragi army would have been able at the time to gather all those bodies
contaminated with chemical weapons and hide them during this critical
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period without anyone seeing them? How was this enormous number of
bodies hidden? How many tons of chemical weapons were used to kill this
massive number of people, and how much did these operations cost,
given the depletion of the Iraqi economy? How did the Iragi Air Force
engage in this massive operation, while it was embroiled in a fierce war
that threatened to cost Iraqi territory?

However, as mentioned earlier in this article, a Dutch court ruled in
2007 that the Anfal operations did not constitute a wholesale massacre
(Heller 2007), as so often claimed by western sources which largely
means that chemical weapons were not used during the operations.

Some participants of the Iraqi army in the Anfal operations estimate
that approximately 300 villages were evacuated during the entire
operation, and several thousand villagers were displaced. Some also
point to the execution of many villagers proven to have committed acts
against the state and to be members of the Peshmerga.

Discussion and Conclusion

The Iraqi High Commission for Human Rights’ report submitted to the
United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
in 2018 states the following:

Regarding the violations committed against the Turkmen
community in the Tuz Khurmatu district, the Commission notes
that the Turkmen in this district have been subjected to systematic
targeting by terrorists and groups associated with them for 15 years,
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without the presence of a local or central force to protect them
(Iraqi High Commission for Human Rights 2018: g).

The report’s failure to openly address the culpability or even
participation of the Kurdish parties and the Peshmerga in the daily
attacks against the Turkmen for fifteen years, despite the fact that the
Kurdish parties, the Peshmerga and the Kurdish security services were
the only forces responsible for protecting Turkmen and Turkmen areas,
is clearly due to the fact that attacking the ruling powers in
undemocratic cultures is taboo and entails significant risks.

As with the tragedies experienced by the Iraqi Turkmen from the
establishment of the Iraqi state, this long period of tragedy experienced by
the Turkmen in Tuz Khurmatu has also been inadequately documented to
this day—and is unknown to most Iragis, regionally, and internationally.

This is primarily due to the marginalisation and oppression suffered by
the Iraqi Turkmen at the hands of the Ba’ath regime for more than thirty
years. It is also due to the Turkish state’s control over the Turkmen'’s
political will since the 1990s, and its dominance over their political
institutions and civil society. For the same reasons, the Turkmen have
failed to establish their own professional civil society organisations and
strategic and political institutions capable of confronting major
challenges. This Turkish dominance over the Turkmen political system
has also led to their general marginalisation, especially after the fall of
the Ba’ath regime, as a result of strained Turkish-American relations due
to Turkey’s refusal to cooperate with the United States in overthrowing
the Ba'ath government (Jerjis 2020; SOITM Foundation 2019).
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As is the case with the Turkmen of Tuz Khurmatu, it is quite abnormal
for the majority of a region’s population to be subjected to horrific
human rights violations for more than a decade without attracting the
attention or intervention of national, regional, or international powers.
Not to mention that Iraq has been the focus of the world’s attention’ for
numerous years now, with correspondents from major Western media
outlets and representatives of international human rights organisations
being constantly present in the region.

This means, at the same time, that the Turkmen presence in Iraq is
unknown nationally, regionally, and internationally, and that their large
population size and vast territory are virtually unknown. One of the
most important reasons for this neglect is that the Turkmen presence in
Iraq was a factor in Turkey’s efforts to gain control of the Ottoman
province of Mosul, an issue discussed at the Lausanne and League of
Nations conferences for eight years from 1918 to 1926 (Fieldhouse 2002:
107; Yildirim 2018:169-186).

Both the British Mandate and the Kingdom of Iraq deliberately
underestimated the Turkmen population as a result, falsely estimating it
at around a mere 2%, a figure repeated by successive Iraqi governments
amid growing Arab nationalist sentiments until the fall of the Ba'ath
regime in 2003, details of which have been given elsewhere in this study.

The absence of a functioning state, the extreme lack of security, and the
sectarian war that followed the fall of the Ba’ath regime played a role in
obscuring the repression suffered by the Turkmen and other Iraqi
communities under Kurdish protection. Moreover, the new Iraqi
administration and the international community were shocked by the
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emergence and rapid development of Sunni extremism and were
primarily preoccupied with sectarian fighting in Baghdad and central
Iraq, which diminished their focus on what was happening to Arabs,
Turkmen, and other Iraqi minorities under the control of Kurdish tribal
parties and unprofessional Peshmerga forces (Fadel 2008; Smith 2017;
Bali 2008; Amnesty International 2016; Human Rights Watch 2004).

Other reasons for not revealing the true nature of the suffering and
challenges faced by the Turkmen in general, and the people of Tuz
Khurmatu between 2003 and 2017 in particular, is the lack of experience
in managing state affairs among all the political cadres in the Iraqi
parties that assumed power after the fall of the Ba’ath regime (Note 3).
This is with the exception of the Kurdish parties, which gained some
experience in managing the Kurdish areas in the de facto Safe Haven
between 1991 and 2003.

Moreover, the Kurdish parties, with their modest experience in state
administration and unprofessional Peshmerga forces, controlled nearly half
of Irag’s territory until 2017, where the population is currently estimated at
20 million and where virtually all of Iraq’s minorities and millions of Arabs
live. The insistence of the Kurdish parties and Peshmerga on establishing a
Kurdish state at any cost, along with the reliance of Western media,
academic and strategic institutions on Kurdish politicians and Peshmerga,
played a prominent role in this regard.

This article also concludes that the Western approach, through its policies,
media, civil society organisations and research centres, toward events in
northern Iraq that affect all Iraqi communities, including the Tuz Khurmatu
issue, is unfair and biased in favour of the Kurds. The manuscript also
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indicates that the vast number of narratives they promoted about the Anfal

operations are based on their personal imaginations, woven by their
Kurdish sources, including Kurdish officials, politicians, writers and
informants, which were prepared for them.

Sheth Jerjis is Chairperson of the Iraqi Turkmen Human Rights Research
Foundation (Stichting Onderzoekscentrum Iraaks Turkmeense
Mensenrechten (SOITM) in Dutch) based in Nijmegen, the Netherlands.
s.jerjis@kpnmail.nl

* This research and the original version of this paper was presented at the “Memory
of Pain in Iraq” conference, organised by the al-Abbas Holy Shrine, UNESCO and
the College of Arts at the University of Baghdad on April 16-17, 2025, in the city of
Karbala, Iraq.

** Sheth Jerjis, President of the Iraqi Turkmen Human Rights Research Foundation,
based in the Netherlands (www.turkmen.nl).

Notes

1. Information for this study on events in the region after the fall of the
regime in 2003 was obtained from Turkmen politicians in the
administration of Tuz Khurmatu district, members of the Tuz Khurmatu
District Council, which was dissolved in 2019, and eyewitnesses. Their
identities have been in this study concealed for their safety.

2. The information was obtained by telephone contact with the
administration of the Iraqi Turkmen Rescue Foundation.
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The founding principles of the Arab Socialist Ba’ath Party were the

establishment of Arab unity and liberation from colonialism through a
socialist system, and it raised the slogans of unity, freedom and socialism.
The party adopted a revolutionary approach and did not restrict itself to
any means in achieving its goals. Over time, Saddam Hussein in Iraq and
Hafez al-Assad in Syria gained control of the party, and their ideas and
behaviour became the identity of the Ba'ath Party. The main differences
between the Iraqi and Syrian Ba’ath parties are that the former adopted
more moderate socialist policies, perhaps due to Iraq's vast oil wealth, and
an extreme nationalist approach to the multi-ethnic Iraqi society, which
had been subjected to oppression. In Syria, the party adopted more
strident socialist policies, perhaps due to the country's lack of natural
resources, and an extreme religious policy that suppressed religious sects,
particularly Sunnis, due to the Alawite leadership and the widespread
presence of the Muslim Brotherhood in Syria.
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Appendices

Decision of the Revolutionary Command Council in its session held on

Appendix 1
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Appendix2 Alist of some of the thousands of terrorist attacks against Turkmen
in the city of Tuz Khurmatu, targeting Turkmen neighbourhoods,
during the period from August 22, 2003 to June 30, 2013

Date Location of the incident type of incident or number number of Damage to
xplosion of killed wounded buildi

25/06/2013 | Mear Agsu Bridge, EP a suicide bombing 12 30

23/06/2013 | Mullah Safar and Chakala N. Two car bombs 2 27 10
10/06/2013 | Agsu N. Car bomb 3 26

21/05/2013 | Mustafa Agha N. Two car bombs 3 30 7
09/05/2013 | Near a Popular Cafe Bike bomb & EP 16

15/04/2013 | Al-Mahta & Imam Ahmed Street Two car bombs 3 67

15/04/2013 | Center of Bir Awchili Village Truck bomb 1 32 120
23/01/2013 | Husseiniyat Sayyid al-Shuhada Suicide bomber 26 127

17/12/2012 | Chakala N. Two car bombs 5 25

27/11/2012 | Orta N. Car bomb 4
27/10/2012 | Mullah 5afar N. Car bomb [ 14
10/10/2012 | on Tuz stadium Katyusha 3

09/09/2012 | Al-Askari N. Car bomb 13

09/09/2012 | Agsu N. Car bomb 3 28

16/08/2012 | Imam Ahmed N. Explosive package 51 a4

02/07/2012 | Mullah Safar N. Two car bombs 29 50
20/03/2012 | Al-Sinai N. Road EP 2

31/11/2012 | Imam Ahmed N. EP 1 5

16/05/2011 | Kuchuk Bazaar Adhesive package 16 33
17/07/2010 | Jamila N. Adhesive package 2 3

08/09/2010 | Abdullah al-Tayyar Shrine EP 5 1
16/11/2010 | Imam Hussein MP EP 11 tens

26/12/2008 | Imam Hussein MP EP 1 7

27/12/2008 | Imam Hussein MP EP 5 15

18/04/2008 | Center of the Grand Market EP 10

15/04/2008 | Mear Imam Ahmed Shrine EP 6

07/07/2007 | Amerli District Truck bomb 128 425 270
16/07/2007 | Public Square EP 14 28

16/07/2006 | Aqsu Cafe A suicide bombing 25 34 1
16/09/2005 | H. Al-Rasul al-Aazam A suicide bombing 24 56 1
06/06/2004 | Inside the City EP 2

22/08/2003 | Mursi Ali Shrine EP 5 27

EP = Explosive package

N = Neighbourhoods

MP = Mourning Procession

Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics Vol.12 Nos.1-2 Winter 2024

152

H=Husseinivat




£
%

Appendix 3

List of documented killings, kidnappings, and assassinations of
Turkmen citizens in Tuz Khurmatu District 2003 to 2009 (also undocumented cases)

Mammies of the victims Details Vear
Muayyad Fuad Sadig Kidnapped and killed by terrarists 2003
Ashral Mazhar Qasim Kilked in the bambing of the Murtada Ali Shrine 2003
Ahmed Hussein Ali Kilked in the bambing of the Murtada Ali Shrine 2003
Muhasmmad Hashim Askar Kilked in the bambing of the Murtada Ali Shrine 2003
Cetin Zaan Al-Abidin Kilked in the bambing of the Murtada Ali Shrine 2003
Ahmed Ramaei Abdul Rahman Kilked in the bambing of the Murtada Ali Shrine 2003
Ali Kazim Barbar Kilked in the bambing of the Murtada Ali Shrine 2005
Adnan Jumna [Mukhtar Yengaja) Kilked in the barmbing of the Murtsds Ali Shrine 2005
Talad Mustafa Fadil Kilked in the bambing of the Murtada Ali Shrine 2005
Shikab Ahmed Aghs Kilked in the barmbing of the Murtsds Ali Shrine 2005
Irakhim ksmail Tawfig Kilked then escaped fram the hands of terrarists 2005
Arnjad Hashim Neari Kilked and released after paying the ransam 2005
Burhan Muhammad Ezzat Kilked and released after paying the ransam 2005
|hean Mubammad Erzat Kilked by terrorists 2005
Alsmidar Ihean Mubammad Ezzat Assassinated in Kirkuk 2005
Abbas Saesd Shanaw Kilked and released after paying the ransam 2005
Muhamimad Latif Kilked in the mosque bombing ... Tikrit-Tuwaz Road 2005
Muhammad hahdi Abbas Vidnapped and releassd alter paying the ransam 2005
Murtars Abbas Kidnapped and releassd after paying the ransam 2005
Muhammad Sayed Ibrahim Kidnapped and releassd after paying the ransam 2005
Muhammad Zain Al-Abidin Baghwan | Kidnapped and released alter paying the ransam 2005
Muhammad Musa Marmiq AlQassab_| Kidnapped and released alter paying the ransam 2005
Nihad Abdul Rabman Jager Kidnapped and releassd after paying the ransam 2005
Ihsan Wali Mustafa ¥idnapped and released alter paying the ransam 2005
Murad Tshseen Wali Mot released yet 2005
Ali Musa lurmail Mot released yet 2005
Tahseen Wali Mustafa Mok released yet 2005
Qadir Muhammad Aryan ¥idnapped and released alter paying the ransam 2005
Sulaiman Akbar Kidnapped and releassd without paying the ransom 2005
ahdi Zain Al-Abidin Tagi ¥idnapped and released alter paying the ransam 2007
Sarmad Shaker Kidnapped and escaged from the hands of the kidnappers 2007
Sister of the Minister of Construction | fidnapped and released after paying the ransom by terrarsts. In front | 2007
azsim Mubammad Tudu) of his house
Hazsan Ali Graves Kilked in front of his house by terrorists 2007
Ali Hashim Mukhtar Oghy Kilked in front of his house by terrorists 2007
lmiad Reda Hassan Kidniapped and killed by termarists 2007
Mshammad Haidar Samin Kilked in front of his house by terrorists 2007
Arner Muhammiad Sa Kidnapped and released alter paying ransom 2007
Aziz Khader Kidnapped and not released yet 2007
Muhammad Hassan Ibrahim Kidnapped and nat rebeased yet 2007
Sulayrnan Majeed Kidnapped in Aksu Casing 2007
Muhammad Saheb Joga Kilked in Aksu Caging 2007
Ali Mkbar Zain al-Abidin Jayer Kilked in Aksu Caging 2007
Muhammad Saadaun Saleh Kilked in Aksu Caging 2007
Husgein Adnan Kara Naeli Kilked in Aksu Caging 2007
Fadel Tawhig al-Bayati Kilked in Aksu Caging 2007
Ali Shahin Muhammad Meuri Askar Kilked while paying ransom to kidnagped Qasim Moham med Bayram 2007
Shahin Muhammad Nouri Askar Kilked while paying ransom to apped Qasim Moham med Bayram 2007
Kilked while paying ransom to kidnapped Qasim Mohammed Bayram 2007
Kilked while paying ransom to ki Qasim Mohammed Bayram 2007
Artan Mahdi Zain abAbidin Najjas Kilked while paying ransom to kidnagped Qasim Moham med Bayram 2007
Habik Muhammad Ali Karim Kilked while paying ransom to ki Tasim Mohammed Bayram 2007
Muhammad Hashim A Shahba: Kilbed and not rebeased yet 2007
|hean Mahdi Agha Kilked and not released yet 2007
Muhammad Yabya Maruf Kilked and Eilled 2007
iddin Rashid Bayatli Kilked and killed 2007
Fakhruddin Mehsen Kilked and killed 2007
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Haghirmn Abbas Killed and paid ransom 2007
Dilshad Qasim Zain al-Abadin Killed and paid ransom 2007
Muayyad Shawkat Kawthar Killed and paid ransom 2007
Safaa Younis Muhammad Killed and released after paying ransom 2007
Huzgein Younds Muhammad Kilbeed in Tikrit 2007
Ali Jamil Bavhird Killed anid released after poying ransom 2007
Amir Muhammad Samin Wiounded 2007
Mur al-Din Bayrarm Clazim | Killed an the Tikrit road 2007
Muhammad Bayram

Talat Husayn Shanaw Kilbed and paid ranom 2007
Muhammad Salih Hasan Killed from the AlAZm area and released after paying ransom | 2007

Assassinated in front of b home in Bagl al-Akrad

Rajih Hadi Abbas Assassinated on the Tiorit-Tuz rosd 2007
Faded Alamdar Yusuf Assazsinated on the Tirit-Tuz road 2007
Awni Ali Sarmad Kidrapped and released after a ransoem was paid 2007
Zain Al-Abidin Husayn Hasan Killed during an explosion in al-Oaysariyah 2007
Yashar Safar Yunus Kidnapped on the Tikrit-Tuz read 2007
Irmiad Tagi Barbar Kilked in an explosion in the Grand Market 2007
Muhammad Ahmad Rashid Kidnapped and released for a ransom 2007
Muhammad Haydar Jaafar Serigusly injured during his kidnapping cn the Tikrit road 2007
Abbas Saeed Ahmad Kidnapped and assassinated 2007
Abdul Amir Mahdi Sadig Kidnapped cn the Tikrit-Tuz Road 2007
Ali Muhammad Reda e Tikrit-Tuz Road 2007
Qasim Askar Amin e Tikrit-Tuz Road and redeased withaut a ransom 2007
Salah Kazim Shukor e Baghdad-Tuz Road [Habhab) 2007
Farouk Tawfig Kidrappad on the Tikrit-Tuz Road 2007
Reza Karim Jayer Assassination 2007
Erdal lsmail Ali Kidnapped on the Baghdad-Tuz Road 2007
Ahmad Abbas Bayatli Kidnapped on the Baghdad-Tuz Road 2007
Fakhruddin Qadir F Kidnapped and killed 2007
Mustafa Rashid Muhammad Kidnapped 2007
Asi Khazal Musab Kidnapped on the Arbaeen accasion 2007
Arnad Assi Khazal Kidnapped on the Arbaeen accasion Kidnapged and paid ransam 2007
Akbar Muhammad Bayram Kidnapped and released 2007
I uhamimad Talal Jihad Kidrapped and released 2007
Ali Askar Efendi Kidrapped and released 2007
Mugahid lsrnail Kidnapped and not rebeased 2007
Hani Nag Kidnapped and not released 2007
Mabil Ahmad Ghaidan Kidnapped and not rebeased 2007
Husayn Askar Ahmad Kidnapped and not rebeased 2007
Adel Radwan Shukor Kidnapped and not refeased 2007
Dhia Nauri Shmad Kidrapped and not released 2007
ZulFigar Abdulbusayn Mzkar | Kidnapped and killed on the Baghdad-Tuz Road 2007
Mohammed Zain A-Abidin Askar

Abbas Shaker Killed an the Baghdad-Tuz Road 2007
Aded Hussein Khalil Kidrapped and killed in Tuz 2007
Mchammed Qasim Kidnapped on the Baghdad-Tuz Road 2007
Ali Mllah Woard Kidnapped in the Eid boanbing 2007
Jalabi Mohammed Jadou Kidnapped in the Eid bombing 2007
Dais Allah Wardi Kidnapped on the Baghdad- fmerli Road and killed 2007
Husszin Amerli Kidnapped on the Hlewa-Yengija road 2007
Sarmed Abdul-frmir Musa -Oassab | Kidnapped on the Hlewa-Yengija road 2007
Hassan Ali Tawfig Kidnapped on his way home 2007
Shahesn Taha Kidrapped and released 2007
Rida Amerli - Palice 2007
Ahmed Mohammed Basba Kidnapped and killed 2007
Jawdat Jassim Wali Kidnapped and killed 2007
Shaheen Hassan Deh Marji Kidnapped and killed 2007
Salah Madad Kidnapped and releasad 2007
Casim Madad Kidnapped in his harme § in Fankija 2007
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Falah Madad Kidnapped and released after paying ransarm 2007
Ilahdi Akrarn Kidnapped and releassd after paying ransam 2007
Ardarn Karnal Seriously injured in the playground in Yankija He was kidnapped on the | 2007
Baghdad-Amerli Road, beheaded, and thrawn on the highway.
Jaafar Ahmed He was kidnapped an the Baghdad-Amerli Road, beheaded, and thrown | 2007
on the highway,
Ali Salah Qlara Nadli He was kidnapped an the Baghdad-Amerli Road, beheaded, and thrown | 2007
on the highway.
Manar Haidar Jaafar He was assassinated by an unknown party. 2007
Sarmed Jalil Amer! He was kidnapged. 2007
Hamada Amer He was kidnapped. 2007
Abdul Hadi Taha He was released afber 3 ransom was paid. 2007
Hashem Kharshid Khattat He was assassinated in front of his house when he arrived home. 2007
Abbas Gahtan luma Kidnapped and killed by terrorists 2007
Haider Hazsan Panjarj Kilk=d in the bambing of the Murtada Ali Shrine 2007
Ahmed Mussiein Kahya Kilked in the bambing of the Murtada Ali Shrine 2007
Mazim Ali Majris {Bastamleh willage} Kilked in the bambing of the Murtada Ali Shrine 2007
Janan Jamal Killed in the bambing of the Murtada Ali Shrine 007
Sabah luma Kilked in the bambing of the Murtada Ali Shrine 2007
Akram |ssa Hassan Killed in the bambing of the Murtada Ali Shrine 007
| Rajab lssa Hasan Kilked in the bambing of the Murtada Ali Shrine 2007
Mafi Nazim Abbas Asghar Killed in the bambing of the Murtada Ali Shrine 007
Rifaat Akram Mahsen Kilked in the bambing of the Murtada Ali Shrine 2007
Haider sdnan Musa Killed then excaped from the hands of temrarists 2007
Huzgain Abbas Jakul Kilked and released after paying the ransam 2007
Huzgain Hadi Kilked and released alter paying the ransam 2007
Aded Ali Hussein Killed by terrorists 007
Aded Hussein Assassinated in Kirkuk 2007
Shaker Hamad Kilked and released alter paying the ransam 007
Mazim Abbas Killed in the mosque bommibing .. Tikrit-Tuwar Road 2007
Qasim Khalil Kidrapped and released after paying the ransom 007
Kamal Mustafa Kidnapped and releassd after paying the ransam 2007
Rera Ahmed Kidnapped and releasad after paying the ransom 2007
Haider i Asghar Kidnapped and releasad after paying the ransam 2007
Hussein Samin Kidrapped and releasad after paying the ransom 2007
Mohammed Qasim Kinda Kidnapped and released after paying the ransam 2007
Juma Abbas Ali Kidrapped and released after paying the ransom 2007
Majrn Khalil Ibraham Mot released yet 2007
Qasim Mazim Kazim Mot released yet 2007
Mlahmowd Ali Mohammed Mot released yet 2008
Fuad Rahmatullah Abbas Kidnapped and released after paying the ransam 2008
Arnanar Mour EI-Din Kidnapped and released without paying the ransom 2008
Amer Ahmed Agha Kidnapped and released after paying the ransam 2008
Husgam Farhan Kidnapped and ewcaged from the hands of the kidnappers 2008
Mlustafa Yawar Kidnapped and released after paying the ransom .. In front of his house | 2008
by terrorists
Husein Karim Raghed Kilked in front of his house by terrorists 2008
Zulfigar Sayed Hilm Kilked in front of his house by terrorists 2008
Abdulkhalig Tahseen Kidnapped and &illed by terrorists 2008
Dawoud Suleiman Shenaw Kilkad in front of his house by terrorists 2008
Akram Asghar Shenaw Kidnapped and released after paying ransam 2008
Hamdi Shaker Kidnapped and not redeased yet 2008
Muhannad Juma Abbas Kidnapped and not redeased yet 2008
Sabah Fadil Abbas Kidnapped in Aksu Casing 2008
Reza Hussein Reza Kilked in Aksu Cazing 2008
Hassan Shurteh Kilked in Aksu Cazing 2008
Ali Qasirn Mohammed Kilbed in Aksu Caging 2008
Ibn A Falih Kilbed in Aksu Cazing 2008
Ahmed Khalil Quli Kilbed in Aksu Caging 2008
Alaa Saber Majead Kilked while paying ransom te kidnapped Qasim Mohammed Bayram 2003
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Turkey’s Iraqi Turkmen Policy
Merciless Exploitation and Violation of International Law

By Iraqgi Turkmen Human Rights Research Foundation (SOITM Foundation)

Publisher: SOITM Foundation
Turkey’s Iraqi Turkmen Policy Published: January 2019
Marcllss Exploitation and Vifatin of International Law Language: English
Format: 135x 195 mm
Edition: First
Extent: 200 pages
ISBN: 978-90-9031494-5
* Imprint: Benda printing
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Please note that the price of shipping may vary
depending on your country of residence
January 2019 Requested from SOITM Foundation

WhatsApp\Viber 0031 (0)6 16 26 25 86
Email: soitm@turkmen.nl

About “Turkey’s Iraqi Turkmen Policy”

The Turkmen in lIrag are of ethnic Turkic communities living in several countries neighboring
Turkey.

The animosity and the hatred that had developed towards the Ottomans in the later decades of
the Empire reflected onto those Turkic origin communities in the newly created countries after the
Ottomans dismembered, which all were ruled by non-Turkish governments. The Turkic
communities in the Balkans were exposed to massacres, in Greece they are still deprived of their
ethnic rights, and in the Arabic countries, they are marginalized and exposed to serious
assimilation policies, as in the cases of the Iraqi and Syrian Turkmen.

These suppressed communities had no other choice than to consider Turkey as their only rescuer
and subjugate themselves to Turkey. At the same time, this has increased the animosity against
them in their new countries and removed the possibility of getting help from any other national,
regional or international powers.

On the other side, Turkey had neither ability nor intention to help these Turkic communities, in
contrary, Turkey remain inattentive to their sufferings, even misused these communities benefiting
from their blind obedience.

This book presents the history of 3 decades of the Turkish policy towards the Turkmen of Iraq,
which can be considered a vivid view of the Turkish relation with Turkic communities in the
neighboring countries.
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(The Dark Era of the Turkmen of Tuz Khurmatu District under the
Protection of the Kurdish Parties and the Peshmerga (2003-2017) )

& &

X > Sl
(Sheth Jerjis)

This article concerns the Arabic version of the same English-language

contribution in this 2025 volume of our journal, translated by the author himself.

English Abstract This article seeks to provide details and revealing
insights about the difficult, indeed dire conditions experienced by the
Turkmen in the district of Tuz Khurmatu, due to the policies of the Kurdish
parties and the behaviour of the Peshmerga fighters, who monopolised the
administration and governance of the district, along with other Turkmen
areas, after the fall of the Ba’ath regime led by Saddam Hussein in April

2003, for 11 years until mid-2014, and with the Shi’ite armed factions since
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then until October 2017. This occurred at a time when the Iraqi state had
collapsed and the rule of law was absent, and the Kurdish parties were the
second largest force in the administration of the Iraqi state after the

international, US-led coalition forces.

The article also examines the ethnic and sectarian composition of the Tuz
Khurmatu district, the suffering of the district’s Turkmen majority under
the ethnic cleansing policies practiced by the Ba'ath regime, and the
administrative and political situation after its fall. It also discusses how
Western media, strategic centres, and human rights organisations dealt
with the Turkmen presence in Iraq in general, and with the bloody events
and the suffering of the Turkmen there during the period of study. The
article concludes that the Turkmen of Tuz Khurmatu experienced the
worst period in their history, specifically between 2003 and 2014, when they
were under the sole control of Kurdish parties and were ‘protected’

exclusively by Kurdish security forces and the Peshmerga.

The article argues that the Kurdish parties and the Peshmerga played both
a direct and indirect role in the violent attacks on the Turkmen, and that
Western media outlets, strategic institutions, and research centres did not
paint a true picture of those events. Instead, they relied on Kurdish
politicians and the Peshmerga to gather, provide and interpret information,

resulting in a lack of neutrality that favoured the Kurds.

The article also shows that the Western approach to the Kurdish issue is
superficial and biased, influenced by the overwhelming sympathy stemming

from the largely unintentional exaggeration of Kurdish suffering in Western
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publications and the influence of Western political approaches. It also

argues that Western studies of the Anfal campaigns (April-May 1988) lack
adherence to scientific principles and rely entirely on Kurdish narratives,
with all their attendant exaggerations and biases. As a result, thousands of
inaccurate reports, articles and studies have emerged, portraying the

operation as a fable brutal myth.

These criticisms target the credibility of Western strategic centres, including
the media, human rights organisations and academic research centres,
which should rightly cast doubt on their integrity. Therefore, these Western
centres are required to review their claims regarding the number of Kurdish
victims in the Anfal campaign, which they estimated at between 50,000 and

200,000 people, while adhering to the principles of scientific research.

Keywords Tuz Khurmatu, Kirkuk, Kirkuk, Turkmen, violence, Kurdish
parties, Islamic State, Islamic state (ISIS), Peshmerga fighters, Iraq
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Opinion Column

How to help Ukraine win the war against the
Russian Invader and Aggressor

Caspar ten Dam with Ab de Buck

Introduction: : violations, losses and prospects of war

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine on February 24, 2022, instigated,
masterminded and ordered by Russia’s President Vladimir Putin and his
entourage, is utterly unjustified and has been brutal as well,
characterised by shelling of residential areas and deliberate
maltreatment, torture and killing of civilians and prisoners of war. 2 So
Russia is violating both the jus ad bellum (justice-of-war) ‘right aims’ and
Jjus in bello (justice-in-war) ‘right means’ principles of justifiable and
defensible warfare, mainly codified in the 1899 and 1907 The Hague
Conventions and the 1949 Geneva Conventions. Any humanitarian-law
violations on the Ukrainian side have been incidental and often
prosecuted, so pale in comparison.

Losses

Right now the Ukrainian Armed Forces are still highly determined,
capable, inventive and effective—particularly at sea and in the air
through long-range aircraft, drone and missile attacks against Russia’s
Black Sea Fleet and other military assets on the latter's own territory.
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Arguably, Ukraine already has won the war at sea, and may do so in the
air soon with the final arrival of the first promised F16 fighter jets. Even
on land it is continuing to inflict a heavy toll on Russian forces, which is
still losing far more men and materiel in absolute numbers than the
Ukrainian side (though the latter could afford to lose far fewer men and
materiel in the present circumstances).

According to the latest figures in early August 2024 released by the
Ukrainian Defence ministry, Russia’s invasion force—originally 150,000-
strong, eventually 400,000-strong by mid-2023, and expected to peak by
late 2024 to well over 500,000 troops (though unlikely to maintain this
level into 2025 and beyond) 3 —lost at least 178,820 soldiers and other
combatants (killed, wounded, missing or captured), 3637 tanks, 7028
armoured vehicles, 307 planes, 292 helicopters, 2750 artillery systems,
534 multiple rocket systems, 2323 drones and numerous other vehicles

and weapon systems (debilitatingly damaged, destroyed or captured). 4

US estimates speak of 120,000 Russian soldiers killed and as many as
280,000 wounded, surpassing even Ukraine’s more recent estimates of
total Russian losses mentioned before. 5 Arguably more reliable figures by
Oryx, a Dutch-based open-source defence and warfare research group 6,
and more precise estimates relying on “photo or videographic evidence” of
Russian equipment losses are often much lower than those by the
Ukrainian defence ministry—though some are close to the latter, like 3324

lost tanks (2276 destroyed, 156 damaged; 366 abandoned, 526 captured).?

Be that as it may, Oryx’s equally precise estimates of Ukrainian
equipment losses generally are far lower—generally a ratio of 4 to 1—
than its estimates of such losses on the Russian side, like 892 lost tanks
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(618 destroyed, 73 damaged: 65 abandoned, 136 captured). Apparently
Onyx does estimate manpower losses, probably because it would be
undoable to shift through tens or even hundreds of thousands of photo-

and videographic recordings of casualties. 8

In early 2024 Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelensky claimed 31,000
Ukrainian soldiers had lost their lives since Russia’s full-scale invasion in
early 2022; yet some Western estimates of Ukrainian battle losses have
been much higher, such as US estimates in Augustus 2023 speaking of
70,000 Ukrainian soldiers killed and at least 120,000 injured. 9 A great
concern is that Ukraine can probably afford much fewer personnel and
equipment losses than Russia given the latter's much larger population
and hinterland.

Crucially, many more Ukrainian injured have been able to return to the
frontline after medical treatment, which is far superior to Russia’s
generally—even though Ukrainian military and civilian medics are often
facing shortages and “defective medical equipment and a lack of medical
training” as well.'® Russia’s general treatment of their soldiers is infinitely
worse to begin with, often executing them when they try to desert or
leaving them to die unattended on the battlefield once wounded. And
the percentages of relatively minor injuries have been much higher
among Ukrainian combatant injuries than among their Russian
counterparts, whose injuries have more often been debilitating and life-
threatening. In the next sections we explain what steps we can and
should take to enable Ukraine to win the war fully, justly and durably for
the sake of security, peace and democracy for Ukrainians and us all.
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Lost opportunities for a quick Ukrainian victory despite impressive
achievements

Despite inflicting heavy losses on the enemy, the Ukrainian army has
become beleaguered, outgunned, understaffed and exhausted on the
ground due to Russia’s recent and current slow-grinding offensives in the
eastern Donbas and north-eastern Kharkiv regions, made possible by
continuously sending Russian soldiers, mercenaries and ‘volunteers’ as
cannon fodder to the front, forming a war economy effective and
sustainable on the medium-term at least, despite or rather because of
insufficiently enforced sanctions, and getting aid from ‘rogue states’ like
Iran, North Korea and even (more indirectly) China.

Moreover, as the Institute for the Study of War (ISW) correctly points out,
“Western incrementalism in the provision of military aid disrupted
Ukraine’s battlefield momentum and provided Russia with a three-fold
advantage: a chance for Russian forces to build their defense in depth,
which monumentally complicated Ukrainian 2023 counteroffensive; a
chance for the Kremlin to seize the narrative internationally; and a

reduction in domestic pressures on Putin”. *

At any rate, Ukraine must take back the occupied territories and thereby
win the war in order to discourage kindred aggression by Russia and other
authoritarian states in the future and help keep Europe and the entire
world safe. The International Crisis Group rightly observes in a recent
report that “Ukraine should better mobilise and train front-line troops
while bolstering defensive positions. Its Western partners should increase
arms production and deliveries, with Europe preparing to compensate if a

divided U.S. steps back” (ICG 2024: Principal Findings). > Increased arms
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production in Europe for Ukraine should at least partially offset any
dwindling of American military aid to Ukraine in the more distant future
—especially if the war continues well into 2025 and beyond. Moreover,
“Ukrainian forces and their Western backers” must “break the current
positional warfare and restore maneuver to the battlefield”, to which the
Institute for the Study of War (ISW) makes specific recommendations;
alas there is no room to describe and discuss these here.'3 Here, CHI will
elaborate on some of these points—Ilike the need to lift Western
restrictions on Ukrainian use of its supplied weapons in Russia proper.

Crucial steps to help Ukraine win the war against Russia

True, Russia would probably remain unable to occupy most or all Ukraine
in the foreseeable future. But even a partial Russian victory in Ukraine
would have dire consequences: any significant and durable illegal
occupation of Ukrainian territory would amount to appeasement,
Ukrainian and our defeat, and future invasions by future aggressors
everywhere. Therefore with our help from the West and elsewhere, the
Ukrainians can and must win the war by regaining its entire sovereign
territory by the following means and steps:

1) To finally install and enforce maximum sanctions against Russia and
those countries seeking to circumvent these sanctions and profit from
these circumventions. If these sanctions were to be applied and
enforced fully, then the following steps 2 through 5 would be less
urgently needed or even not at all. These sanctions must include a
complete stop of Russian oil, gas and LPG (liquefied natural gas)
(which many EU countries still continue to do), exports and access to
international payments. Additional, maximum sanctions must
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happen even if these would badly hurt the economies of those
countries able and willing to impose and carry these through; we must
share some of the hardships to defeat Russia’s aggression, not the
Ukrainians only. Many of the countries publicly supporting the limited
sanctions against Russia already in place, insufficiently enforce these
sanctions on themselves and on other countries trying to circumvent
these sanctions by using their ports and other facilities.

Thus the Netherlands, like other EU countries, still import a lot of
unsanctioned LNG from Russia (why still unsanctioned?)—and
allow transshipments of other sanctioned Russian oil via their own
ports to third countries, without monitoring these shipments at all,
let alone stopping them. Apart from Dutch authorities neglecting to
enforce sanctions, Dutch companies are actively circumventing
these, even if not violating these sanctions directly. Thus Dutch
microchip companies NXP, Nexperia and STM Microelectronics
effectively exported sanctioned microchips to Russia in 2023 for
hundreds of millions of Euros, via third countries like China, Turkey
and Thailand. These ‘indirect exports’ include microchips and other
microelectronics which Russia cannot produce itself for its guided
missiles, helicopters, drones, gliding bombs and other advanced
weapons. 4 These practices must cease. The Netherlands and other
countries must enforce both existing and additional sanctions to the
full; otherwise one just pay lip service to sanctions that actually are
circumvented, diminished or even non-existent—thereby showing
hypocrisy and lack of will, with ultimately dire consequences for
Ukraine and us all.
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To finally, timely and regularly supply Ukraine with any weaponry
and ammunition it needs to win the war. America’s upcoming yet
long-delayed package of mainly military aid worth nearly $61 billion
for Ukraine comes as a relief. Yet it is disquieting and scandalous
that most Republicans blocked this crucial aid for so many months
under pressure from former President Donald Trump, until a
sufficient number of them finally helped to pass the required bill in
the US Congress in April 2024. '5 We should proceed from the
nightmare scenario of a new term by Mr. Trump in the White House
after the upcoming American elections in November 2024. Trump
would likely reinstall his pro-Russian or rather pro-Putin policies at
the expense of Ukraine and practically everyone else right after his
inauguration if he wins these elections.

Thus all rightminded countries in Europe, the wider West and
beyond—particularly those within the EU or even a NATO without
the United States due to any ‘USexit’ by a reelected Trump—must
start to ramp up military capabilities right now beyond the 2% GDP
benchmark in order to effectively defend themselves even without
US help in the future. And they must start setting up ‘wartime
economies’ right now with enhanced and speedier armament
production facilities and purchases in order to massively supply the
Ukrainian armed forces in the next weeks, months and even years.
The European armies and their defence industries must overcome
their current deficiencies, like depleted arsenals and its limited and
slow production lines.

To allow Ukraine to use donated aircraft and long-range missiles to hit
military, infrastructural and natural resource (oil, gas) targets deep
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inside Russia itself, so as to quicken and assure victory. Ukraine has
used its own, often homemade weapons against such targets in Russia
proper so effectively over the last few months and years. Since August
6, 2024, it is has even sent regular troops across the border into Russia
proper for the first time, in a major and still-expanding incursion deep
into Russia’s Kursk region clearly intended to disrupt Russian supply
lines—and divert Russian forces and resources away from the
frontline in Ukraine’s hard-pressed Donbas and Kharkiv regions. '6
Yet Ukraine could have been even more effective earlier and on a
wider scale if Western donors would have allowed it to use their
donated long-range weaponries beyond its own borders as well.
After all, Ukraine has every right to hit military targets in Russia
according to current humanitarian law i.e. international rules on
sovereignty, self-defense and warfare. Would the West only drop its
restrictions after any Russian nuclear bombs would fall on Ukrainian
territory, with terrible destruction? Until now, Western donors
generally forbid Ukraine to use any weapons directly supplied by
them beyond Ukraine’s border i.e. in Russia itself.

Finally in early August 2024 the first F-16 fighter aircraft arrived in
Ukraine with Ukrainian pilots trained to put these too good use, first
of all in protecting its own airspace and lateron helping to gain air
superiority once all the F-16s have arrived and become fully
operational. However, this good use will be limited so long as the
donors forbid Ukraine to use donated aircraft like F-16s and/or long-
range missiles like 300 km-range ATACMS (Army Tactical Missile
System) missiles against Russia proper. '7 Laudably, countries like
the Netherlands and Denmark do allow the Ukrainian Airforce to use
their donated F-16s against targets like military airfields in Russia
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proper, arguing that Ukraine should not continue fighting with one
arm behind its back and can attack the aggressor on its territory as
part of its right to self-defence anyway; however ‘more cautious’
allies like the US still do not allow these American-made F-16s to be
used that way and thus have a last say in Ukraine’s use of Dutch and

Danish supplied F-16s. '8

Even so, countries like France, the UK and even a more reluctant US
have finally allowed the Ukrainian armed forces to use their supplied
missiles and other weapons against targets inside Russia near the
border so as to help disrupt the eventually unsuccessful Russian
offensive toward Kharkiv during last May and June.'® Thus Ukraine
reportedly used HIMARS (High Mobility Artillery Rocket System)
multiple rocket launchers—which could even fire single long-range
ATACMS missiles—in its current incursion into Russia to e.g.
destroy several key bridges (and their replacement pontoon bridges)
across the Seym river in order to disrupt Russian counter-attacks and
isolate Russian forces between the Seym and the Russo-Ukrainian
border. 2° Yet most other ‘beyond-the-border’ restrictions remain in
force. Ukraine would be unable to win the war fully (liberation of its
territories) or even partially any time soon if even well-meaning
donors force it to fight with one arm tied behind its back.

Extra military aid to Ukraine and extra military production in the
West, and measures like a ‘fast track’ membership of Ukraine to NATO
and the EU (which already has started, though it will still take years to
complete), may prove to be too slow-going or otherwise insufficient to
stop Russia’s aggression and conceivable victory. Still, we expect these
measures to be sufficient given Ukraine’s proven military superiority
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in the air, on the ground and at sea if well-supplied. But if not, we must
consider sending our own troops (including more volunteers) to
Ukraine, as France’s President Emmanuel Macron recently has
suggested more than once. ! Though Macron’s call has gained little
support yet, due to fears of provoking Vladimir Putin into World War
111, it may have to become reality. Arguably, even Western troops in
Ukraine—especially if these keep to defensive roles—would or could
not provoke Putin into WWIII, because:

a) since early on in the Russo-Ukrainian War, Putin threatened
multiple times that he would use nuclear weapons if the West sent
Ukraine even modest weaponry or passed other ‘red lines’ like sending
its own troops; he did not follow up these threats with ‘nukes’ even
after many of these lines were (supposedly) crossed—perhaps
because the West deterred him to do so; 22

b) given the pattern described in a) it is highly unlikely that Putin would
dare or be able to use nuclear weapons if any new red lines were crossed;
c) even if Putin did or were about to use nukes, people high up in the
Russian government'’s hierarchy would stop and depose him to ward off
WWIIL Then the gloves are off regarding military aid to Ukraine anyway.
Basically the same arguments apply regarding Putin’s threats to invade
those countries aiding Ukraine—unless Putin and his entourage feel
emboldened by any durable victory in Ukraine.

Conclusion

The

Western response to Russia’s largely incompetent yet brutal

aggression has been stronger and more resourceful—including the
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sending of highly effective Stinger missiles, M777 howitzers, HIMAR
(High Mobility Artillery Rocket) systems and other surface-to-air missile
and artillery systems including MLRS (Multiple Launch Rocket System)
—than some of us initially feared. 23 However, this response still has
been too cautious and piecemeal over the last few years in timely
ratcheting up effective and enforceable sanctions against Russia and
sufficient arms shipments and other aid to Ukraine which it could also
use against Russia itself on the latter's own territory. The West imposed
these limitations and restrictions out of a misplaced or exaggerated fear
in provoking Russia’s President Vladimir Putin into World War III.

We believe that the essential steps we propose—far-reaching and
enforceable sanctions; full, speedy, sustainable and unrestricted military
aid backed up by enhanced armament production; and even sending our
own volunteers and regular soldiers if need be—should help to ensure
Ukrainian—and our—victory.

Drs. Caspar ten Dam, Executive Editor of this journal, is a conflict analyst
with his own research company based in Leiden, the Netherlands
(www.ctdamconsultancy.com). info@ctdamconsultancy.com

Drs. Ab de Buck, regular contributor to this journal, is a Dutch
environmental analyst who has frequently written about Bosnia and other
(former) conflict areas for and in the Dutch media since the 1990s.
abdebuck@live.com.

Both Caspar ten Dam and Ab de Buck, currently boardmembers of the
Committee for Humanitarian Intervention (CHI), have since 1996 helped to
organise the yearly commemoration of the fall of Srebrenica on the nith of
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July in The Hague as boardmembers of the former Political Committee
Stari Most (PCSM) until 2017. We thank other (former) members and
sympathisers of CHI and PCSM for offering their feedback, thereby helping
to improve the quality of our article—even if they do not agree with all the

standpoints taken in it. '5
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https://understandingwar.org/backgrounder/putins-safe-space-defeating-russias-kharkiv-operation-requires-eliminating-russias/
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2024; https://edition.cnn.com/2024/08/18/europe/zelensky-kursk-incursion-

second-bridge-intl/index.html. Andrew E. Kramer, ‘Ukraine Strikes Bridges in

Russia, Aiming to Entrap Troops New York Times, 19 August 2024;
www.nytimes.com/2024/08/19/world/europe/ukraine-attacks-russia-bridges-
border.html.

21. See e.g. Le Monde with Agence France-Presse (AFP), ‘Macron tells party
leaders France’s support to Ukraine has ‘no limits’’ Le Monde, 7 March 2024;

www.lemonde.fr/en/politics/article/2024/03/07/macron-tells-party-leaders-

no-limits-to-france-s-ukraine-support 6595283 5.html.

22. Perhaps the West did threaten Putin with a drop of their military restrictions
on Ukraine if he would ever strike Ukraine with nuclear bombs. If so, this
warning may have proved effective as a deterrence. Even so it is questionable
whether Putin would ever be willing and able to ‘go nuclear’ at any rate given
the likely consequences (including a coup against him). In other words, even
without any military restrictions on Ukraine to strike targets in Russia, it would
still be very unlikely that Putin can ‘go nuclear’ even if he wishes to.

23. See Caspar ten Dam, ‘State of the World and our Research Projects related
to EthnoGeoPolitics: Observations on the Conundrum of Identities, Interests
and Resolutions of Conflict by Diplomacy, Deterrence—or War’ Forum of
EthnoGeoPolitics Vol.g Nos.1-2, Winter 2021, esp. pp.10-12.

24. See https://starimost.nl & https://committeehumanitarianintervention.org.

NB: do you have any comments on Ten Dam'’s & De Buck’s article? Please send these
to info@ethnogeopolitic.org or by contactform at www.ethnogeopolitics.org. We
state in our ‘Call and Guidelines for Contributions’ in every volume of our journal

that any controversial and contestable article published here “does not necessarily
mean that we approve of everything that these contributors may say. The
contributors themselves are responsible and accountable for their statements”—
even if any of them happen to be editors of our journal.
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Transforming Nepal's Political System: Party
Positions and Public Opinion (2004-2012)—A
Summary

Pawan Kumar Sen

Summary of the PhD thesis for the purpose of obtaining the Degree
of Doctor at Leiden University, the Netherlands

The study analyses the structure and dynamics of opinions of the general
public of Nepal (based on random sampling surveys, Nepal
Contemporary Political Situation’ conducted with the support from The
Asia Foundation Nepal between 2004 and 2012, and ‘People’s Perception
of Safety and Security’ conducted with the support from The Saferworld
UK between 2007 and 2010) with the radical transformation of the
country’s political system in the recent past, with a particular focus on
the four major state restructuring issues (i.e. four major political
reforms): republicanism, secularism, multilingualism and federalism, and
compares these with the positions taken by Nepal’s major political
parties on these reforms.

These four reforms together made up the transformation that was
eventually codified into the new Constitution of the country in
September 2015. However, even when the new Constitution was
promulgated, the public opinion had not preferred to all four reforms.
This researcher’s access to raw data of public opinion polls conducted
during the period of transformation, have enabled him to study the
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structure and development of Nepal's public opinion on issues of
transformation, and to compare this to the positions taken by the main
political parties. The researcher has also been able study a considerable
body of literature concerning quantitative and comparative research on
political transformations in Nepal and other countries, particularly
empirical research on the relationship between political parties and
public opinion.

This research reveals that there is a dominant role of political elites from
the major political parties in the transformation of the country’s political
system. However, the research has also shown that a new political
system’s legitimacy and sustainability depend not only on the strong
(and non-violent) support of the main political parties, but also—despite
findings supporting the theory of ‘democratic elitism’—primarily on
that of the general public or citizenry—even if the latter has not been
directly involved in shaping this transformation through for example a
referendum on a new constitution (such a referendum did not occur in
Nepal, though the people did elect the Constituent Assembly).

Amongst the four reforms discussed in this study, on only one reformi.e.,
from monarchy to republic, the latest public opinion (April 2012) showed
majority support (i.e. 50 percent) for a republic, with a substantial
minority of 39 percent still supporting the monarchy. On the issue of
Hindu state vs. secular state, there was more public support than
opposition for retaining of the Hindu state instead of a secular state. The
latest finding (April 2012) showed that 55 percent would had preferred to
maintain the identification of the state with Hinduism while only 37
percent agreed with the adoption of a secular state. On multilingualism,
the latest survey in which the question was asked (July 2009) revealed
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only 40 percent support for recognition of other national or foreign
languages as official languages against a majority of 55 percent preferring
a Nepali-only language policy. In both cases, the proportions of the
population that agreed with the reforms are substantial, but remain
minorities nevertheless. With regard to the reform of the unitary state
into a federal state, there was more public support for federalism (28
percent) than for the unitary state (14 percent) in the latest survey (April
2012), but more importantly, a majority (58 percent) could not express
any choice definitively—i.e. either they had not heard about the issue, or
did not understand it, or didn’t know what to think of it.

Looking at the pattern of support for the reforms across regions, ethnic
groups, religious groups, political affiliation, educational status etc., the
survey data revealed the supports for obvious expectations: the supporters
of the Maoist party who first demanded these reforms tended to agree with
them; the groups in Nepali society that had been negatively affected by the
centuries of domination by the Hindu high caste hill group and the
attempts to homogenise Nepali society were mostly in favour of reforms
that introduced a republic, secular state, multilingualism and federalism.
What is interesting, however, is that these relationships between groups
and preferences for reforms are far from deterministic: for example, in all
surveys over 60 percent of Hindus preferred maintaining the Hindu state,
but between a quarter and a third of this religious group actually preferred
a secular state.

Meanwhile Buddhists, the largest non-Hindu religious group, showed
clear majority support for a secular state in most surveys, but also
sizeable minorities (of up to 35 percent) wanting to keep Nepal as a
Hindu state. In addition, there are interesting exceptions to what one

Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics Vol.12 Nos.1-2 Winter 2024

247



, Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics

P

would expect. Given the long association of the Nepali state with efforts
to assimilate other groups into the culture of the Hindu high caste hill
group, it would not be surprising if support for retaining the monarchy
was strongest and declined least and latest among members of that group
compared to support among more marginal groups, such as Dalit, people
living in the Tarai, and indigenous groups. But the data showed that, if
anything, support for the monarchy declined earlier and more among
members of the hill high caste group.

Federalism became controversial only late in the transformation, largely
because of political action in the Tarai. Yet, both awareness of and
support for federalism fluctuated among groups living in that part of the
country. A composition effect offers only a partial explanation on the
abolition of the monarchy, Hindu state and unitary state because though
the preferences of the higher educated were closer to those of the elites
but not identical. On the issue of multilingualism, the higher educated
were less supportive of the reforms. Majority of them supported the
Nepali-only policy.

By examining the relationship between the decisions of the political
elites and public opinions, it is possible to distinguish three main
positions or perspectives: 1) the decisions by the political elites reflect
public opinion; 2) the decisions by the political elites reflect their own
judgement; and 3) the decisions by the political elites and public opinion
are in a reciprocal relationship, adapting to each other. The literature
shows support for each of these three positions. Which of the three
positions actually applies seems to depend on various sources of
variation. For this study of Nepal’s political transformation, issue salience
seems particularly relevant. If reforms are not or less salient to the
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general public, the probability increases that the decisions taken reflect
the agenda of the political elites. In this case over time public preferences
are likely to move closer to the decisions already taken. If reforms are
more salient, public opinion and elite decisions reciprocally influence
each other, and over time public preferences and elite decisions
converge. At first sight, however, this study does not empirically support
these expectations.

It might be argued that on some of the issues the parties also moderated their
positions to some extent. This is clearest on the abolition of the Hindu state.
The elites maintained their decision to move to a secular state, but added to
the constitution a definition of ‘secularism’ that included protection for
traditional religious practices. In addition, a law against proselytisation was
adopted in 2017. Article 158 of the National Panel Code (2017) prohibited
proselytisation to allay the fears of the Hindu majority. With regard to
language policy, the eventual implementation of multilingualism in which
Nepali remains the administrative language at the national level and other
languages can be recognised as administrative languages in each province,
can also be interpreted as a concession to public opinion. However, even
such a more nuanced assessment does not deny the gap between elites and
public opinion, and there is no evidence that such concessions have led to
more public support. Still, it may be too early to reach a conclusion about the
legitimacy and consolidation of the new political system of Nepal.

There are occasional calls for a return to a Hindu state or even for a
restoration of the monarchy, but so far they do not seem to mobilise
significant movements. The right-wing Rastriya Prajatantra Party (RPP),
for example, has been organising mass demonstrations demanding the
restoration of both the monarchy and the Hindu state. They argue that
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these two things are necessary for protecting democracy and bringing
political stability in the country.

Finally, the promulgation of the 2015 Constitution formally concluded
one of the most radical transformations of a political system in the recent
history: from a monarchy to a republic, from a Hindu state to a secular
state, from a unitary state to a federation, and from one official language
to a multilingual state. The political elites of Nepal proved themselves to
be the benevolent guardians of political tolerance and minority rights.
Nepal has always been characterised by great cultural diversity, but from
the foundation of the Gorkha Empire in 1768, Nepal’s history can be
summarised as a long attempt at political and cultural unification
modelled after the culture of the dominant Hindu high caste hill group.
The new constitution abandons that project and seeks to embrace and
formally acknowledges the country’s diversity.

Dr. Pawan Kumar Sen, a frequent contributor to this journal, has become
its newest associate editor. He leads his own research company Himalaya
Comprehensive Research established in 2016. He received his PhD in 2025
from Leiden University, the Netherlands, for his work Transforming
Nepal's Political System: Party Positions and Public Opinion (204-2012).
He completed his first Master’s degree in Statistics at Tribhuvan University
in Kathmandu, Nepal in 1995 and a second Master’s degree in Water
Resources and Environmental Management at the International Institute
of Geo-information Science and Earth Observation in Enschede, the
Netherlands in 2004. His academic training is augmented with short
courses on Philosophy of Science and Quantitative Data Collection and
Analysis at Leiden University in 2012, and on Survey Data Analysis at the
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Institute for Social and Environmental Research Nepal in collaboration

with University of Michigan in 20m.  himalaya.cr@gmail.com

pawansen.hcr@gmail.com

Postscript

P.K. Sen (middle) & C.T. ten Dam (left)
© Fred Rohde, 2025

Pawan Sen successfully defended
his PhD thesis and received his
Doctor degree on April 24, 2025 in
the Great Auditorium of Leiden
University before a five-member
examination committee (one
present online, and another
represented by Sen’s supervisor
Prof. Dr. ].J.M. van Holsteijn, who
asked this examinator’s questions
in his stead). Caspar ten Dam, the
executive editor of this journal,
assisted Pawan Sen during and
after his defence as a so-called
‘paranymph’ according to the
Leiden academic tradition—
including announcing Sen’s so-
called Lay Talk, a 10-minute-long

introduction of the thesis to a physical and/or online audience prior to the

defence (a new element added to the Leiden PhD defence ceremony since

September 1, 2024). Pawan’s thesis may come out via a recognised publisher

in the near future—perhaps first and foremost in the Nepali language.
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