


, Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics

P

Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics
A publication of Association for the Study of EthnoGeoPolitics (EGP)
Kinkerstraat 73c, 1053 DG Amsterdam, the Netherlands (S. Sahin, treasurer)

Bank account NL83 INGB 0752 458760 (BIC: INGBNL2A) T. a. o. Servet Sahin

Website: www.ethnogeopolitics.org Email: info@ethnogeopolitics.org

Registered at the Dutch Chamber of Commerce, Nr. 53597257

Brill Typeface: www.brill.com/brill-typeface

Print ISSN: 2214-3211 Online ISSN: 2352-3654

Publication date: 12 July 2024 (online edition)

Scope

The aim of Association for the Study of EthnoGeoPolitics (EGP) is to further the study
of and teaching on the cultural, social, ethnic and (geo-)political characteristics,
processes and developments in different areas of the world, at universities, institutes
and colleges in and outside the Netherlands. The association’s peer-reviewed and
open-access journal Forum of EthnoGeoPolitcs and our publishing house EGxPress are
above all intended to elicit analytic debate by allowing scholars to air their views,
perspectives and research findings—with critical responses from others who may hold
a different view or research approach. One can submit manuscripts—main articles
(peer-reviewed), critical responses (published peer-reviews), short articles and/or
book reviews and larger review essays—to info@ethnogeopolitics.org. We charge no

fees for any of the submitted and/or published manuscripts. See
www.ethnogeopolitics.org on the association’s foundation, founding (editorial) board

members, aims, activities and publications—and particularly the freely downloadable
copies of the journal’s issues and the individual contributions in each issue.
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** % Call and Guidelines for Contributions * * *

Our journal is nowadays ready to receive contributions in Russian,
German, Spanish, Arabic, Persian and other non-English languages
(though all require English abstracts) as well. We at the Editorial Board
do not apply a strict wordlimit, but we prefer full-fledged research
articles of no more than 10,000 words. We also welcome short
analytical articles, book reviews, review essays, and opinion pieces. We
charge no fees for any of the submitted and/or published manuscripts.
We provide Open Access in accordance with our Creative Common
License policy which can be consulted on our website.

Regular contributors may get a guaranteed space in multiple issues of
our journal, with a recognisable header like ‘Dorsey’s Column’ for James
M. Dorsey’s contributions. From now on, if requested, authors may get
online prepublications of their contributions prior to their placement
in the next issue or volume of our journal.

Furthermore, we welcome contributions for special issues on common
themes, like the one on Human Security in our Winter 2015 issue.
Association of EthnoGeoPolitics is willing to (re)publish through our
new publishing house EGxPress special issues in book form—and
publish monographs and other manuscripts in book form as well.

Research essays—particularly so-called ‘Main Articles'—undergo
rigorous peer-review from at least two peer-reviewers. Extensive (book)
review essays that have undergone such review as well, are also
considered Main Articles.

We welcome and publish open comments i.e. critical responses—
particularly those of peer-reviewers—in order to encourage feedback
and debate. These responses can be anonymous if their authors wish
so. Still, we encourage them to publicise their names under their
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contributions, as the latter will thus become better citable, referable
and indexical as sources and publications.

Of course we at the Editorial Board decide whether or not to publish
(excerpts from) peer-reviewers’ comments, based on considerations of
utility and usefulness for ongoing debate. Thus the absence of published
peer-reviews and comments does not mean that these do not exist; thus
some peer-reviews are not published because their comments have
been addressed by the author in his or her contribution. To reiterate,
Main Articles have undergone generally two or more peer-reviews.

The Editorial Board may publish some of the later comments on
published contributions as critical responses (maximum 3,000 words)
in one or more subsequent issues of the journal. Extensive critical
responses with source references may be published as full-fledged,
separate research articles.

The publication of all such manuscripts, ranging from peer-reviewed
articles to opinion-pieces, do not necessarily mean that we approve
everything that the contributors may say. They themselves are
responsible and accountable for their statements.

For each submitted manuscript, please supply your full name, academic
and/or other professional titles and affiliations, address(es) and other
contact details, as well as your research specialisms and any major
publications. Please submit these details with your manuscripts at
www.ethnogeopolitics.org/contact-2, or to info@ethnogeopolitics.org.

See for more details on the submission process of main articles and
other manuscripts www.ethnogeopolitics.org/publications.

We thus welcome your contributions, ranging from articles to
transparent reviews and comments on these articles.
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Editorial—Developments in the field

State of the World and the Field—and Journal—
of EthnoGeoPolitics

Caspar ten Dam

Situation of the world we are in

As we have discussed in preceding contributions of our journal—and as
we do in some contributions in this much-delayed 2023 volume of our
journal—we face endemic crises like continuous or recurrent domestic,
discriminatory and/or ritual violence, (repressions of) non-violent,
semi-violent and violent protests, low-intensity conflicts and full-scale
wars in places like Iran, Gaza, Liberia, Nagorno-Karabakh and Ukraine
(see e.g. Baghdasaryan 2019; Rezvani 2022; Rezvani & Ten Dam 2020b;
Ten Dam & De Buck 2022; Dorsey 2020, 2021).

As I plan to discuss in a new major revisiting of my (once?) optimistic
assessment of structurally declining armed conflicts across the globe
both in frequency and severity (see Ten Dam 2015b, 2017), the question
remains whether public and private violence are truly on the wane
globally, or can ever be.

Many a conflict certainly is ongoing, with no (immediate) end in sight,
like the Russian-Ukrainian War. As I and Ab de Buck will point out in a
new opinion piece that should come out in our upcoming 2024 volume,
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our initial optimism that Ukraine’s “fierce Ukrainian resistance, helped
by strong ... support from the West ... has stymied and even reversed the
Russian invasion” of its country (Ten Dam 2022: 9 (quote); Ten Dam &
De Buck 2022: esp. 205-206) has dimmed somewhat, given recent
Russian (counter)offensives back into Ukrainian territory it had
occupied before. This setback has been partially due to the—to our
minds scandalous—half-year delay in new US military aid.

Still, we will argue that we remain hopeful that Ukraine will win the war
and regain most or all of its territory currently occupied, especially with
replenished ammunition and weaponry from its own armouries and
those from abroad—unless a certain Mr. Trump will regain the US
Presidency and decide and manage to scuttle US and other foreign aid
to Ukraine.

Other conflicts have been or are being ‘resolved’ rather one-sidedly,
violently, ruthlessly and even brutally—like the one in and about
Nagorno-Karabakh. For many years this primarily Armenian enclave
was the self-declared Republic of Artsakh that once had been the
Nagorno Karabakh Autonomous Province and seven surrounding
districts in the Republic of Azerbaijan, until Armenian armed forces and
local separatists wrested it from the latter’s grasp during and after the
1988-1994 Karabakh War (see Rezvani & Ten Dam 2020b; Dorsey 2020).

Yet after a decade(s)-long built-up of its military strength funded by its
oil and gas revenues, Azerbaijan succeeded in wresting Karabakh
back—first partially during the brief yet intense ‘Second Karabakh War’
in September-November 2020, and then fully during an even briefer
‘Third Karabakh War’ lasting just a few days (or just one day of intense
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fighting) in late September 2023 after a long-lasting blockade had
weakened the civilian population and the armed militias in what
remained of Artsakh. We hope to have one or more contributions on
this apparently definite Azeri victory in the Karabakh conflict in the

next volume of our journal. *

Suffice to note here that this latest outcome will likely produce a new
long-lasting trauma for the Armenian people at home and abroad—not
just because the crushing defeat of their ‘brethren’ in Karabakh feels
humiliating to them as well, but also because the tens of thousands of
ethnic-Armenian refugees from Karabakh just before and after Artsakh’s
surrender on 20 September 2023 are burdening Armenia’s already
fragile society and economy for a long time to come. Indeed, the
fortnightly digest Karabakh Concise noted in one of its articles some of
the ripple-on effects the fall of the Artsakh Republic was already
creating on the micro-sociological level as well:

.. after the initial shock and trauma of departure, each Karabakh
Armenian is now left with a number of largely personal decisions.
Should they aspire to go back [to] Karabakh, if at least a minimum
of conditions for their safety and security is guaranteed? Should
they move to a third country—Russia is an option for many, for
others western countries can be reachable too; or should they, as
the Chinese say, not cross the same river twice, and simply lay
down their roots in Armenia, leaving Karabakh as a memory

(Karabakh Concise 2023a). 2

Hopefully, the notably sincere attempts at reaching a durable peace
agreement and normalising relations between Armenia and Azerbaijan after
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the fall of Karabakh will go some way towards ameliorating such traumas
among the Armenians—and Azeris (see e.g. Karabakh Concise 2023b).

However, the region may be destabilising (ethno)geopolitically to
dangerous degrees on other levels due to the fall of Karabakh. Thus the
“unprecedented level of anti-Russian feeling in Armenia at the moment,
caused by what Yerevan sees as betrayal by Russia in not coming to its
assistance” (Karabakh Concise 2024), may ossify into an ‘Anti
Russianism’ and consequent pro-EU sentiment to the same extent as
those present in Georgia especially since the 2008 Russo-Georgian War.

Russia—especially Putin’s Russia—may lash back even militarily
against Armenia in the not too distant future, especially if the latter
would definitely decide to move toward the West, and especially if the
former would retain sufficient military strength irrespective of the
outcome of the Russo-Ukrainian War. At any rate, future contributions
on Nagorno-Karabakh in our journal should shed further, more definite
light on the causes and consequences of Artsakh’s demise.

State of our journal

Despite these wars and other crises across the globe having affected or
still affecting many members of our Editorial Board, we initially believed
that we had finally “managed to partially overcome the structural
backlog” in the production of volumes of our journal that had occurred
over the years (Ten Dam 2022: 8-9 (incl. quote). However, the very late
outing of this 2023 volume attests to the fact that the following factors
are still in play or even have returned with a vengeance:
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First, few members of our Editorial Board have nowadays the time and
opportunity to regularly contribute to our journal in each and every
volume, often due to personal and security challenges given (some of)
the crises and other conflicts mentioned in the preceding section. We
even have difficulty maintaining regular contact with some editors and
advisory-committee members; still we have decided to keep them on
the board(s) given their major contributions in the past.

Only me, Rodolfo Valentino, Sheth Jerjis and James Dorsey are amongst
those still able to regularly contribute—in the current volume with a
major introduction on ritual violence in Liberia vis-a-vis my theory of
and research on brutalisation (see esp. Ten Dam 2022), the first one in a
major series to come out in this journal; an engaging follow-up
conversation with an Extraterrestrial in English, German and Spanish
on the dire yet not hopeless state of humanity; a main investigative
article in English, Turkish and Arabic on the supposed education of
Turkey’s longtime and still incumbent political leader; and a searing

exposition of the new and ongoing Gaza War. 3

And we welcome Alden Pervan as a potentially regular contributor with
his co-authored guest column on the ill-functioning electoral law of
Bosnia and Herzegovina. Even so, much needs to be done to ensure the
flow of contributions from active editors and other authors in the
foreseeable future.

Second, few editorial-board members have time and opportunity
nowadays to regularly approach prospective authors to contribute to
our journal, due to said personal and security challenges (see delaying
factor 1), let alone review any submitted manuscripts. So lately the task
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of securing, reviewing and editing submissions have mainly fallen to me
alone as executive editor, while previously these tasks have been evenly
distributed between me, the editor-in-chief and some senior and
assistant editors. Hopefully this even workload distribution can be

restored in the near future. 4

Third, our (still active) editors, other contributors and (advisory)
boardmembers have increasing difficulty to find and sustain a sufficient
number of peer-reviewers for our main contributions. This is not so
much reflective of any particular difficulties of our journal (see delaying
factors 1 & 2), as rather of wider interrelated trends of increasing
workloads among academics in general and resultant unwillingness to
peer-review in particular. These trends are worsened by the fact that
peer-reviews themselves still have a much lower impact factor and
consequent status for scholars than peer-reviewed (!) and other
contributions in academic journals, books and other publications.

As Prof. Rachel H. Ellaway at University of Calgary has noted, “we are
facing an ever-growing struggle in securing sufficient peer reviewers for
the papers we receive. This is not a problem that is exclusive to ... the
field of health professions education; it is a problem for many academic
fields and disciplines today” that has led most journal editors to describe
“securing reviewers as the hardest part of their job” (Ellaway 2024: 1
(quotes); see esp. Vesper 2018).

Ellaway mentions and discusses challenges for peer-reviewers kindred
and related to the ones we mentioned above, like “widespread faculty
burnout, (particularly during and since COVID-19), a thinning academic
workforce (reflected in a continuing fall in tenure track appointments),
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and a growth in the number of journals that are seeking ever more
reviewers from this shrinking and tired pool” (Ellaway 2024: 2 (quote);

see esp. Flaherty 2022; see further Petrescu & Krishen 2022). 5

Consequently, we need to spend ever more time and effort to find
scholars and other analysts willing to peer-review our prospective Main
Articles—and to convince those who do, to let (parts of) their peer-
reviews to be published as Critical Responses adjacent to the Main
articles either anonymously or openly with their names attached. One
of our main reasons to adopt the Critical Response system has been to
encourage prospective peer-reviewers to become actual ones, as
especially non-anonymous published peer-reviews would at least
modestly increase their name recognition and publication record.

As we have stressed in our regular ‘Call and Guidelines’ section in each
issue a/o volume of our journal for years, “We welcome and publish
open comments ie. critical responses—particularly those of peer-
reviewers—in order to encourage feedback and debate. These
responses can be anonymous if their authors wish so. Still, we encourage
them to publicise their names under their contributions, as the latter
will thus become better citable, referable and indexical as sources and
publications” (see pages 6-7 in this volume).

Even so, it seems that for many scholars and other analysts this (new)
advantage of open peerreview insufficiently counteracts the
(increasing) disadvantages of the still-present low impact status and the
time-consuming manner of conducting any peer-review. Offered
solutions by Ellaway, Flaherty and others range from simply reversing
cutbacks and thereby workloads in academia to renumerations for
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writing peer-reviews—though we insist that such measures would only
work if these are introduced jointly and if such reviews get published and
get publication-record status close to or even equal to peer-reviewed
articles themselves.

Fortunately, despite these challenges (described in delaying factors 1 to
3), we have been able to secure significant contributors for this volume
of our journal—albeit with a considerable delay—including a number
of peer-reviewed Main Articles. However, as increasingly is the case,
none of the peer-reviewers have been willing to publicise (parts of) their
reviews as author-identified or even anonymous Critical Responses for
a variety of reasons, some of those having been discussed above.

State of ‘our’ discipline of Ethnogeopolitics

Over the years, Ethnogeopolitics has established itself as a recognised
composite concept—with a multidisciplinary field of studies on the
(supra)state, semi-state and non-state politics ie. political a/o
politicised concerns, objectives and behaviours of sub-national,
national and transnational groups with ethnic, religious, ethno-religious
and other cultural identity traits (languages, non-religious beliefs,
etc.)—particularly those living in “concentrated geographical areas”
(Rezvani & Ten Dam 2020a: 14 (quote); see Rezvani 2019: esp. 30-31).

Ethnogeopolitics may still be a relatively new field among related
‘classic’ disciplines like geopolitics, ethnology and political geography—
but it has caught the intention and warm support of scores (hundreds if
not thousands) of readers and fellow-scholars across the world. Thus
according to Jeffrey Kaplan “the importance of an ethnic component to
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the study of Geopolitics globally is .. obvious based both on a daily
perusal of the headlines and on developments in other fields”—
including the recognition of ‘new tribalism’ as a vital phenomenon in
terrorism studies (Kaplan 2019: 170 (incl. quote) ).

Indeed, as I have argued repeatedly in many of my own publications,
most violent conflicts have been “ethnic in nature to this day” and have
had “ethnogeopolitical aspects and ramifications to boot” (Ten Dam
2022:10 (quote); esp. Ten Dam 2015b, 2017). Consequently “the study of
ethnogeopolitics, as a field of studies and ‘mixed’ discipline, involves the
study of ethnogeopolitical conflict” and its frequent if not inherent
brutalities (Ten Dam 2021: 25 (quote); Ten Dam 2022: 10 (incl. quote) ).

Even so, the active study of EthnoGeoPolitics (EGP) still remains rare
beyond the confines of our own association and journal bearing the
same name; as far as we have been able to determine, it has not yet
become a regular discipline for students and scholars alike in faculties
and other academic institutions, replete with course materials and
research projects.

The slow spread of our ‘multidisciplinary discipline’ is perhaps due to a
near-inherent conservatism within academia manifested by ingrained,
singular and bounded disciplines and concurrent departments, often
relegating interdisciplinary approaches and new (mixed) disciplines to
short-lived specialty courses held by junior scholars at the beginning of
their careers, thereby slowing the undeniable growth of
interdisciplinary studies (Kaplan 2019: 172-173). Still, given the
incontrovertible relevance and ubiquity of ethnic phenomena, even the
most conservative halls of academia will ultimately fail to stop
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Ethnogeopolitics “as an emerging field and discipline” with “a vital place
in the social sciences and humanities in particular” (Ibid: 175).

Admittedly, our conscious decision from the start (i.e. over a decade
ago) not to strictly define EGP as a concept and rigidly delineate EGP as
a field of studies may have slowed its development and acceptance to
some degree. Thus some scholars and analysts did and may still wonder
what EGP is actually all about, and how they could fit it in ‘their’ fields,
specialisms and research areas—and so whether one should more
clearly circumscribe it after all. We have had good reasons for keeping
the concept open-ended and the field interdisciplinary, accessible and
evolving over time, recognising for one thing that ethnogeopolitical
phenomena tend to be fluid anyway.

First of all, as our Editor-in-chief Babak Rezvani has put it in the maiden
Editorial of our journal, “Ethnogeopolitics, like any other academic field, is
dynamic and subject to change and conceptual and methodological
development” (Rezvani 2013 5). At least in its early development, EGP has
been highly dependent on the contested, varying, all-but universal and agreed-
upon definitions of geopolitics, ethnicity and other concepts in other fields
bearing the names of these concepts (see e.g. Rezvani 2019: 27-32).

Of course, we could consider formulating a broad, formal circumscription
of EGP so as to give some further clarity and guidance to the concept and
the field—and help to gain it broader acceptance and application in the
academic world. I for one, could try to apply my action-actor-motive
conceptualisation triad for proposing a definition of EGP, as I have done
for defining violence per se and its different variations and manifestations
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(see esp. Ten Dam 20153; see further section ‘Defining violence, conflict
and brutality’ in my contribution on Liberia in the current volume).

Thus I would seek to circumscribe possible observable actions, actors and
motives of EGP as primary, secondary and tertiary concepts
respectively—or all of the above as a composite concept, though in that
case it would be well-night impossible to maintain it as an unchanging,
universally applicable one over time. After all, such a concept may easily,
even unavoidably, overlook and fail to include currently ‘inconceivable’,
‘unfathomable’ ethnogeopolitical actions, actors and motives that may

become conceivable, fathomable and existent in the future. ©

Casparten Dam (MA political science at Leiden University) is Executive Editor
of this journal. He is an experienced conflict analyst with his own research
company based in Leiden, the Netherlands (www.ctdamconsultancy.com). He

is specialised in (regional) conflict, terrorism and security studies, and has
published multiple academic articles on topics within these fields, including in

this journal. info@ctdamconsultancy.com

Endnotes

1. We would have liked to have gotten a high-quality contribution on
the apparently definite Azeri victory in the Karabakh conflict, but
unfortunately we could not secure one in time even for this much-
delayed volume of our journal.

2. In this brief overview of recent developments in and on Karabakh, I
only refer to Karabakh Concise (launched in March 2021), so as to alert
it to interested scholars and other readers as a valuable, nuanced and
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resolution-oriented source, which seems to be a little-known and
underappreciated one to date. Alas, undoubtedly due to the fall of
Karabakh, an Editorial Note of the Vol.4 No.io issue of this digest
announced on 14 June 2024 the following: “This is the last issue of this
electronic newsletter Karabakh Concise. We will continue coverage
of Armenia-Azerbaijan relations through our other newsletter
Caucasus Concise, as well as through regular coverage on
commonspace.eu [www.commonspace.eu/]. We thank our readers

and subscribers for their continued support”. See further
https://karabakhspace.commonspace.eu/.

We are grateful to James D. Dorsey for this high-quality contribution
on the latest tragic phase of the apparently never-ending Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, which compensates for the lack of timely
contribution(s) on the apparently ‘resolved’ Karabakh conflict in this
volume of our journal (see note 1).

Admittedly, I myself am partially responsible for the uneven
workload distribution: T have increasingly tended to editorially review
and proofread all submissions, as I have often found that I had to
remind and ‘hound’ not just many a non-editor author to timely
submit one’s manuscript for review—but also many an editor
responsible for reviewing and editing such manuscripts to do so in a
timely manner. The same I had to do quite often vis-a-vis fellow-
editors who had promised to submit contributions themselves.
Eventually I got tired of this multipronged task and decided to
generally review and edit all submissions myself. This has made my
task as executive editor much simpler and more efficient—but has
done little to a) lighten my overall workload, b) overcome the backlog
of volumes, and c) maintain regular contact with some fellow-editors
and keep them actively engaged. Any advice—especially by members
of our Recommendation and Advisory committee—to overcome
these drawbacks and related challenges, are welcome.
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5. Ellaway refers to this source incompletely: ‘Flaherty, C. (2022). The
peer-review crisis. Inside Higher Ed. June 12, 2022. Online at: accessed
April 26, 2024’ (Ellaway 2024:; italics added). So I had to locate the full
source myself.

6. Such a formal definition of EGP, based on my action-actor-motive
conceptualisation triad, I may propose and present in a
‘Developments-in-the-field’ contribution in one of the next volumes
of our journal, perhaps in collaboration with one or more co-authors.
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Photobook Srebrenica Commemoration new edition
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Our new photobook Srebrenica Commemoration & Mars Mira 2015-2020 is
available in print for just € 3o (incl. average € 5 postal charges). Eventually it

will become available in pdf at www.ethnogeopolitics.org/publications.

This new trilingual photobook in English, Dutch and Bosnian (72 pages, ISBN:
978-90-75568-36-3) shows a selection of photos taken by Fred Rohde of the
annual Srebrenica commemoration on 11th of July in The Hague in the period
2015-2020. It concerns the third book publication of EGxPress Publishers.

You can order one of the last remaining full print-copies by transferring € 30
(VAT-free) to EGP’s Bank account: NL83 INGB 0752 458760 BIC: INGBNL2A T.
a. 0. Servet Sahin, Amsterdam, with a reference to “new photobook Srebrenica”—
please email your postal address to info@ethnogeopolitics.org so we can send a
print-copy. Or you can order a pdf-copy at tendam@ethnogeopolitics.org and

at www.amazon.com for € 15 or kindred prices.
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Main Article

Ritual violence in Liberia: 1. How to perceive, define
and study it as a form of brutality—also beyond Liberia

Caspar ten Dam

Ritual violence in Liberia series—Abstract

Ritual violence—violence characterised and justified by rituals ie.
observable ceremonial and sequenced acts, often involving human
sacrifice and the removal of organs to attain magical power—still is rife in
many places and regions across the globe, including West Africa. This
Ritual violence in Liberia series analyses lethal and non-lethal ritual
violence in Liberia during its known history, but eventually focuses on the
period from the Liberian Civil Wars 0f1989-1997 and 1999-2003 to the time
of brittle-and-violent ‘peace’ of today.

This series especially investigates the role of combatants in ritual violence
during times of (major) internal war in Liberia. These combatants include
child soldiers, their leaders and their victims—though forcibly recruited and
indoctrinated child soldiers could be seen as victims as well. These may also
include any other actors perpetrating such violence during times of (relative)
peace in Liberia against any non-combatants and former combatants among
families, larger kin groups and ethnicities—including former child soldiers.
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Generally, the series seeks to uncover the saliency, prevalence and nature
of ritual violence in Liberia, and the causes and consequences of such
violence for both perpetrators and victims (opposing sides may be both
perpetrators and victims vis-a-vis each other), for indigenous peoples,
other citizens and foreign residents in the country. For this it makes use of
the author’s theory and empirical research on brutalisation ie. increasing
violation of local and/or international norms of violence.

Even though few systematic, comparative studies on ritual violence have
been done to this day, a fair number of anecdotal reports and in-depth case
studies on particular tribes, peoples and societies show that this
phenomenon is widespread, endemic and ingrained in many parts of the
world—including Liberia, as this series confirms.

Indeed, especially magic-ritualviolence in both the private i.e. domestic and
public i.e. political spheres is rife in Liberia to this day. There, perpetrators
not just target individuals as perceived and actual (former) enemies in
vendettas often originating from the civil wars—including Liberian
migrants and asylum seekers living abroad or (in danger of) being deported
back. They also frequently target peoples and entire communities at
random, whereby they immediately attack victims or abduct them and
torture, mutilate and murder them afterwards in rituals believed to bring
magical, supernatural, otherworldly powers to the direct perpetrators
and/or their benefactors who ordered these killings in the first place. Even
Liberian migrants, deported asylum seekers and visitors could easily fall
victim to this random’violence.
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Introduction—Studying ritual violence in Liberia and beyond

Ritual or ‘ritualistic’ ! violence is often ghastly brutal, perhaps even more
so than many other forms of extreme violence. Ritual violence—i.e.
violence characterised or justified by rituals based on religious, spiritual
and other ideological beliefs (or quite opportunistic, self-gratifying
motives masquerading with those beliefs)—frequently surpasses a
society’s until-then extant norms of what is considered defensible or
even justified in such violence.

For reasons ranging from brutalised behaviour due to atrocious warfare
and internecine fighting to endemic corruption, crime and (semi-)
anarchy, ritual violence in both the private i.e. domestic and public i.e.
political spheres has been and still is rife in many places, countries and
regions across the world—including particularly in Liberia (see Map 1).
West Africa specialist Fred van der Kraaij points this out eloquently and
rather bluntly: “Ritual killings have probably taken place in the area that
now forms the republic of Liberia as long as people have lived there. And
the practice is not limited to this country; it also occurs in other African
countries and on other continents. In traditional communities, there is
a widespread belief that ritual human sacrifice is necessary to protect or
advance the interests of the community” (Van der Kraaij 2015: 33).

Dr. Alan White, co-executive director of the Advocacy Foundation for
Human Rights (AFHR)—and former chief investigator of the UN-
backed Special Court of Sierra Leone (SCSL) who helped to catch
onetime Liberian warlord and president Charles Taylor >—is equally
eloquent and blunt during his testimony to a U.S. Congress Foreign
Affairs subcommittee in late 2023:
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While serving as the Chief of Investigations [of SCSL] I witnessed
and investigated some of the most horrific and unspeakable
human rights violations no one could ever imagine that someone
could inflict on another human being. The horrors of civil war are
always tragic, however, to see those involved in the commission of
killing and torturing another human being by engaging in
ritualistic activities was something I had not seen before and quite
frankly prepared to deal with (White 2023: 3).

Alan White continued to make many more trenchant remarks and give
shocking examples of ritual violence during his testimony, stressing that
it is “well documented that during the civil wars in Liberia [and Sierra
Leone] that ritual killings were commonplace” (White 2023: 5) and still
are in Liberia, Sierra Leone and elsewhere. And he points out that Liberia’s
former and current administrations have done little to stop these killings,
been actively involved and even perpetrating many of these for self-

serving spiritual-political purposes (Ibid: esp. 6; see Kraaij 2023). 3

Van der Kraaij and White are far from alone in their dark assessments
on the prevalence of ritual violence in Liberia and beyond. Thus Fanuel
Hadzizi, speaking on behalf of the Women’s International League for
Peace and Freedom (WILPF), has observed that “ritual killings and
human sacrifice happen in many, if not all countries in Africa. Cases
have been reported in such countries as Botswana, Lesotho, South
Africa, Swaziland, Zambia and Zimbabwe” (Hadzizi 2omn).

For reasons not yet fully understood, ritual killings have become especially
virulent ever since Decolonisation. Thus in Nigeria such killings were
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already on the rise in the 1970s: “Rumours circulated that penis thieves were

on the prowl and were thought to collect male organs for obscure ritual
purposes” (Atsenuwa apud Akinyele & Dietz 2019: 270). If one counts non-
lethal instances of ritual violence as well—including such violence too
limited in scope, tools and weaponry to be lethal, and failed attempts at
such lethal violence even if scope, tools and weaponry were sufficient for
it—then the phenomenon is even more widespread, indeed truly endemic.
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MAURITANIA
Nouakchott MALI

SENEGAL

GAMBIA

Bissau 2
BURKINA FASO
/4\/ T BENIN ) NIGERIA
- 1060 J
TR o Abuia
c IVORY COAST ] 1] ] :
Vamuuuw / S “ 0‘ ‘
Atlantic 2 S A
Ocean .,/”"{:n: Novo
| CAMEROON
L ]
9 250 mies 3\’? Yaoundé

F. v.d. Kraaij, Liberia: From the Love of Liberty to Paradise Lost ASC Leiden 2015, pxiv. 4

A closer look at the prevalence of ritual violence in Liberia and beyond
Ritual violence is a broader, more widespread, lesser-known and more

worrying phenomenon than ‘just’ religiously-motivated violence by
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fundamentalists and other fanatics which has caused so much alarm
and (obsessive) concern across the globe since g-17. The most destructive
single terrorist act to this day took place on 11 September 2001, when a
dozen members of Osama Bin Laden’s Islamist-fundamentalist Al
Qaeda (The Base) network hijacked airplanes and plunged them into
the Twin Towers in New York and the Pentagon in Washington DC,
killing 2973 people, almost all civilians, 2749 of them in New York.

This unprecedented attack partially accounts for the subsequent
“unprecedented international attention given to Liberia” already mired
in civil war, brutality, criminality and anarchy, as places like Liberia
were seen as “potential bases for terrorists” (Ellis 2007 (1999): xxiii). No
wonder that the “Lord’s Resistance Movement/Army (LRM/A) in
northern Uganda and the Revolutionary United Front of Sierra Leone
(RUF/SL) promptly appeared on the United States’ list of terrorist
organisations, proscribed after September 11th” (Richards 2005: 2).

Yet American and other Western policymakers, analysts and ordinary
citizens tended to conflate means (e.g. ritualism) with motives (e.g.
jihadism) of violence. And African perspectives on terrorism conceptions,
applications and policies (e.g. Olukoju & Falaiye 2008) were hardly
listened to. This in part led to misconceived, misguided one-size-fits-all
Development, Conflict Resolution and War-on-Terror policies in and
imposed on West Africa and elsewhere (Ellis 2007: xxii-xxiv).

Arguably these one-size-fits-all policies from the West were and are
applicable to Liberia least of all: its history, status and culture are
markedly, perhaps uniquely different from the main body of newly
established African states during the Decolonisation struggles of the
second half of the twentieth century.

rum of EthnoGeoPolitics Vol.i1 Nos.1-2 Winter 2023



, Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics

P

Liberia stands out as Africa’s first and oldest independent republic,
founded in 1847 by free-born and liberated African-American and Afro-
Caribbean settlers whose enslaved ancestors often originated from
elsewhere in Africa. Yet tragically these settlers generally adopted the
often arrogant, racist and colonial attitudes of White Americans and
Europeans ie. their former masters, rather than truly behaving
according to the tenets of equality and liberty they were so proud of—
as expressed by the motto ‘The Love Of Liberty Brought Us Here’ on
Liberia’s national flag and other emblems.

Instead these “settlers, commonly referred to as Americo-Liberians,
viewed the indigenous people as primitive and inferior. The Americo-
Liberians were originally determined to impose the “civilized” customs
they had acquired in the United States on the indigenous Africans”
(Renda 1999: 63)—and annihilate native customs and beliefs, including
native forms of ritual violence, in the process. Secular equalitarianism
actually went hand in hand with Christian belief. Van der Kraaij:

The missionaries’ motivation to disclose ritual malpractices
concurred with the prevailing mentality of the Americo-Liberian
colonists who were all Christians. It also explains the latter’s feelings
of superiority towards the native peoples ... . They, the newly arrived
from oversees, were christianized and civilized whereas the
indigenous masses were barbaric, wild and uncivilized. In their eyes
this justified their mission: to colonize this region and these peoples
in order to bring civilization, prosperity and the Christian belief.
Besides, wasn’t this one of the main reasons behind the creation of

the colonization societies in the United States of America? 5
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Paradoxically their very ideology of equalitarian freedom—and
Christianity—made the Americo-Liberians feel superior to the natives
who supposedly lacked such consciousness, belief and aspiration. The
former “often conceived of their return to Africa as a form of civilising
mission, a divine plan whereby Africans, via the sojourn of a number of
them as slaves in North America, would be transformed into civilised,
fully Christian, people” (Ellis 2001a: 225).

Thus Liberia’s history “in many respects was comparable to that of
colonies of settlement” by European whites elsewhere on the African
continent and the globe, “with the major difference that the settlers
were themselves ultimately of African origin” (Ellis 1995: 175). These
settlers quickly formed the Americo-Liberian elite in the country with
(near-)continuous support from the United States at the expense of the
indigenous tribes. This support continued at least until the civil wars of
the late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries. At least in part these
wars originated from grievances by the natives against the Americo-
Liberians, who sought to subjugate and control them fully ever since the
establishment of Indirect Rule through especially collaborating chiefs
during the early twentieth century “in imitation of British colonial
administrations elsewhere in West Africa” (Ellis 2001a: 231).

Actually one of the major threats facing Liberia’s development and very
survival, ever since the arrival of the first Afro-American and Afro-
Caribbean colonists in 1822 or even earlier, were the “clashes and
conflicts between the settlers (and later their descendants) with the
tribal population living in the area claimed by the republic, i.e. the
coastal counties and the vast Hinterland”.5 Liberian analysist and
onetime opposition activist Emmanuel T. Dolo puts it even more
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bluntly: “The deportation of African Americans to Liberia was intended
to achieve freedom. Instead, it brought about the repression of
indigenous people by [these] settlers. As a result, tension, followed by
bitter rivalry developed between indigenous peoples and settlers” (Dolo
1996: ix). Perhaps these ‘atypical’ features have led to unusual, even
unique characteristics of political and ritual violence in Liberia and
beyond. This possibility alone makes Liberia a crucial case-study in the
analysis of patterns of ritual violence across the world.

Assessing ritualviolence among Liberia’s tribes and other social (kin) groups

The Americo-Liberians, and the sixteen official tribes which overwhelmingly
make up Liberia’s population (90-95%)—the Bassa, Dei, Gbande, Gio, Gola,
Grebo, Kissi, Kpelle, Krahn, Sapo (southern Krahn), Kru, Loma, Mandingo,
Mano, Mende and Vai (variants spellings, names: see Kraaij 2015: xvii-xviii)—
are unevenly distributed across its fifteen counties (see Map 2 below); they
mainly speak one of three main languages—Mande and Mel concentrated in
the North-West and Kru in the South-East—(see Map 3 below) a/o one of a
few dozen distinct native languages, while normally being fluent in English or

its Liberian dialect (Ibid: 5 (note 3) ). 7

This ritual-violence-in-Liberia series seeks to determine the degrees in
which the Americo-Liberians and any of the native tribes or indigenous
peoples have opposed or collaborated with each other in times of peace and
war, as entire communities or perhaps crosscutting subgroups.
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Map 2 Political and administrative divisions (counties) in Liberia
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Map 3 Language and ethnic groups (tribes) in Liberia
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AsIam doing in my research on other peoples, one should seek to “ascertain
whether each of the named tribes, clans, sub-clans, other kin groups or
localised ethnic (sub) groups however defined” among the Liberians and
any Liberian(-led) combat units during the recent or ongoing armed
conflicts in Liberia or elsewhere:

i) is correctly identified by the indicated name;

ii) exists at least ‘formally’ in name (existent);

iii) is really salient i.e. vibrant and culturally active today;

iv) is or has been politically a/o military active;

v) ifso, has been active in identifiable political a/o military formations;
vi) if so, has exhibited identifiable brutalisation a/o debrutalisation patterns;
vii) if so, whether any particular norms, beliefs, customs and practices
account for any brutalisation and/or debrutalisation patterns (Ten Dam
2020: 257-258 incl. quote).

This Ritual Violence in Liberia series will preliminarily investigate the
very same aspects of relevant Liberian tribes, clans, sub-clans, other kin
groups or localised ethnic (sub)groups involved in or victimised by
ritual violence. More broadly, this series seeks to determine, for so far
feasible at this stage, what kinds of ritual violence any (kin) groups and
individual members of the sixteen official tribes and the Americo-
Liberians (an effective 17th tribe in Liberia) have committed in the
recent and more distant past—and against whom and how frequently
and brutally. Of course this series can present only some preliminary
findings on some particular traits and frequencies (if any) of ritual
violence among such groups in Liberian society at home and abroad. In
the foreseeable future one must conduct far more research on traits and
frequencies of such violence in Liberia and elsewhere.
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One must keep in mind that circumscriptions of and delineations
between tribes, clans and other social (kinship) groups—as is generally
the case with other terms and concepts, like ritual violence (see
following section)—are either contested, constructed for political and
ideological purposes, defined for the researcher’s particular case studies
and purposes in mind only—or not explicitly or formally defined at all.
Thus Stephen Ellis warns that what “exactly constitutes a Liberian ‘tribe’
is no simple matter to describe” or agree on (Ellis 2007: 31)—which
appears to be one reason why he effectively applies the terms
‘tribe’/‘tribalism’, ‘ethnicity’/‘ethnic group’ interchangeably and quite
broadly in his works (Ibid: 31-43; Ellis 1995, 2001a,b).

In my own works and analyses I argue, while adopting classic-
anthropological kinship definitions, that “most traditional societies
conform to a predominant religion state, emperor, nation, ethnicity, or
to a predominant collection of tribes i.e. kin groups without residential
unity (‘ethnic’ if with perceived common ancestry); clans i.e. kin groups
with residential unity; multi-clan or other mixed groups with residential
unity and self-identification in hamlets, villages, towns or other
localities; and finally to extended families and nuclear families within or
straddling across kin groups” (Ten Dam 2020: 213-214 (quote); as first
argued in Ten Dam 2010: 343).

Louis Dupree asserts that the “key ... is kinship, that reciprocal set of rights
and obligations which satisfies and .. limits an individual’s .. role” (Dupree
1997:181;183-92 on kinship typology (no clear ‘tribe’ definition) ).

In this regard one must keep in mind that scholars generally discern the
same kinship or other social units, but apply different terms (family,
clan, tribe, etcetera) for these—whereby they generally conceptualise
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‘tribes’ as larger social units incorporating clans, sub-clans and
progressively smaller units within these in turn. Thus most but not all
scholars researching social groups broadly define the concept of ‘clan’
as the multi-household group with actual or perceived common
ancestry—though just a few of them nowadays apply Dupree’s classic-
anthropological marker of residential unity or its absence to distinguish
between ‘clans’ and ‘tribes’ (Ten Dam 2020: 213-214).

Only a few scholars, like J. Gus Liebenow, consider the term ‘clan’ to refer to
“a territorial unit rather than a kinship grouping”, constituting a “largest
political entity among the various ethnic groups” of a country like Liberia at
best (Liebenow 1987: 41). Yet most scholars consider and circumscribe clans
as being some sort of kinship groups, territorially concentrated or no.

Generally I prefer to apply residential unity and other classic-
anthropological distinctions for the terms ‘tribe’ and ‘clan’ whereby the
latter may be a larger social unit than the former in a certain country or
region—even if these do not fit well the formal and informal
distinctions between ‘tribes’, ‘clans’ and other, often smaller kin groups
made in Liberia’s state and society. Van der Kraaij notes that in Liberia,
“the term ‘tribe’ is used to refer to an ‘ethnic group’, by both official
bodies and the general public. The terms have different meanings and,
from a scientific perspective, the use of “ tribe’ is controversial. However,
.. Liberians themselves are more familiar with the term than with ‘ethnic
group’” (Kraaij 2015: 3 (note 2) ).

Many or all of Liberia’s sixteen official tribes may have been artificially
constructed and distinguished from each other to some or full extent—
and may be just partially based on the so-called ‘stateless societies’
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formed by “clusters of lineage groups” in the past; yet even if a small tribe
like the Kran or Krahn “hardly used that label” and “could hardly
understand each other dialects” until well after the 1970s, it could still
function nowadays as an overarching kin group without residential
unity (Ellis 2007: 31-32 (quotes) ).

An official tribe like the Kran or some of its constituent clans may still
originate from a native ethnic group with perceived or actual common
ancestry. If so, I disagree with Ellis’ assessment on the “inaccuracy of the
use of the word Krahn as an ethnic category” (Ellis 2007: 32). I also
disagree with Ellis’ apparent argument that any ‘genuine’ ethnic tribe
must not just possess common kinship bonds, but also common dialects,
customs and beliefs—and a “central locus of political authority” by
chieftains, elders or other leaders and thus function as political units (Ibid:
33, 34 (incl. quote), 205 (common central authority) ).

To me, a genuine tribe is residentially and geographically spread group
in a certain region with actual and/or perceived primordial kinship
bonds and ancestries—whether or not it has a common culture,
language and/or a political(ly active) structure beyond kinship bonds.
More generally I define ethnicity as “actual or perceived common
ancestry” in both primordial and constructive kinship senses, rather
than common culture, language, etcetera (Ten Dam 2015a: 14 (definition
nationalism); Ten Dam & Polanski 2015: 227 (Ibid) ).

These conceptualisations of mine also extend to any other non-
recognised yet extant tribes Liberia may have to date or may have had
in the past. Thus when the first African-Americans—ranging from
former, liberated slaves to free-born citizens of the United States—
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arrived there in the early nineteenth century with the support of the
American government, the American Colonization Society and other
such societies, the area then called the Grain, Pepper or Malagueta
Coast and eventually to be known as Liberia was “already inhabited by
some 20 different tribes” (Kraaij 2015: 3). Naturally, one should analyse
any ritual violence among and by any ‘unofficial’ tribes in Liberia as well,
for so far available knowledge and sources allow this.

As I have argued elsewhere, the provenance, delineation, saliency and
extancy of tribes and other kin groups in past and present may be
contested and uncertain given the “lack of up-to-date knowledge and
lack of consensus on the rare out-of-date knowledge” on these groups
(Ten Dam 2020: 221). Yet given my own analysis and findings on
Chechens, Albanians and other peoples despite the grave gaps in
uncontested knowledge on these peoples, I have grown skeptical of the
tendency among so many analysts to “even question whether such clans
[and other kin groups] have ever existed at all, or dismiss these and their
supposed customs as “mythical social structures” (re)invented by
political entrepreneurs” (Ibid: 223).

Irrespective of the conceptualisations one adopts, I deem it “high time” for
analysists, practitioners and decisionmakers to “further research on the oft-
neglected role of ethnic and kinship bonds in present-day societies—not
just the self-professed traditional or tribal ones, but also and above all the
so-called modern or developed ones” (Ten Dam 2019: 156). One could say
the same for studying the oft-neglected role of ritual violence among such
communities in both past and present-day societies.
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The following section presents my analyses on adopted circumscriptions
of ritual violence and its empirical variants vis-a-vis other concepts and
theories of violence. Part 2 of my Ritual Violence in Liberia series in the
next issue or volume of this journal will provide my overview of the (lack
of) research on ritual violence in West Africa and other parts of the world.
The subsequent parts of the series will present my (preliminary) research
findings on ritual violence in Liberia’s present and (recent) past, with a
final concluding part summarising the main findings; these will appear in
future bi-annual issues a/o annual volumes of this journal sometime in
2025 and beyond. These may constitute more advanced, updated and
improved versions of equivalent chapters in my Ritual violence in Liberia
— Ritualised brutalities in Liberia prior to, during and after the Civil Wars if
this book were indeed to come out first.

Ritual violence vis-a-vis concepts and theories of violence,
conflict and brutality

This research project investigates ritual violence in Liberia focused on
the period from 198g till the present day, not just because such violence
appears to be especially rife or uniquely featured in that country. One
must not forget the stark given that proponents of diverse conflict
theories have used Liberia as a prime example of ‘new barbarism’, ‘new
war’, ‘new anarchy’ and/or brutalised violence in both its ritual and non-
ritual varieties since the end of the Cold War.

One thus needs to assess first of all whether these scholars have validly
used Liberia as a showcase for their theories, before one can delve into
more particular causes and dynamics of ritual violence in that country.
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Furthermore, the ritual-violence-in-Liberia series seeks to analyse ritual
violence in Liberia in particular through the prism of my own
Brutalisation theory. Therefore I seek to uncover aspects of such
violence typical in Liberia, West Africa and beyond that have not yet
appeared prominent in my own theoretical and empirical research on
brutalisation i.e. increasing violation of local and/or international norms
of violence, as described in multiple publications on e.g. the Chechens
and Albanians (see esp. Ten Dam 2022 for an overview).

Other theories have helped to shape my Brutalisation theory and its
main variables—violence-values, violence-stresses and violence-
motivations (grievances, avarices, interests and ideologies or
convictions)—such as contrasting deprivation and depredation theories
which posit either ‘grievance’ or ‘greed’ as prime motivations of
violence. Indeed, these variables together could constitute a new overall
violence theory I may construct and test in the future—irrespective of
whether these (f)actually are inherently brutalising factors. The
following sections summarise these and other concepts and theories,
and discuss how these (can) relate to ritual violence.

Defining violence, conflict and brutality

In my research and analysis, I define violence as such as “deliberate
infliction of physical force perhaps accompanied with pain, other harm
or coercion for whatever end, which may be lethal and violate basic
human rights in the broad sense” (Ten Dam 2015a: 14; Ten Dam &
Polanski 2015: 228; see Ten Dam 2022:14). If the latter is true, one should
speak of brutal violence or brutality, which I define as “violation of
international and/or local norms of justified violence and those norms
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guarding the life, health and integrity of the person, particularly through
ill-treatment, torture, killing, imprisonment and execution without trial
or due process” (Ibid 2015a: 16; Ibid 2015: 230).

Brutality does not happen uniformly all the time however, or for uniform
reasons; nor is it uniformly approved or disapproved. Randall Collins
rightly observes that “Cruelty is variable; it does not happen every minute,
even in social settings where it may be culturally approved; and at some
moments it happens where it is not approved. ... Cruelty has both small
local micro-dynamics and large macro-sociological conditions, and these
together determine the fateful moments when cruelty will happen or does
not happen” (Collins 2013: 9).

Regarding legitimate and illegitimate compulsion, force and violence,
the disciplines of law and anthropology, the study by outside observers
of humans in their natural and cultural habitats (still overly focused on
‘pre-modern’ societies), have more in common than their practitioners
tend to recognise. Despite their differing preconceptions and
terminologies (except the term ‘law’ in later anthropology), they both
deal with norms circumscribing what coercion is allowed by whom
under what reasons and conditions.

Despite the rise of a sub-discipline studying “violent confrontations”
(Schmidt & Schroder 2001: 4-5), many anthropologists are reluctant to
acknowledge that violence i.e. deliberate infliction of physical force (my
definition) is central to human culture. Like jurists, they prefer to speak of
‘law and order’ rather than monopolised violence. Thus the pioneering
anthropologist Bronislaw Malinowski (1884-1942), who found that
“hypertrophy of rules rather than lawlessness” characterised “primitive
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life”, rarely specified “compulsory obligations” involving violent
enforcement and retribution because he believed civil rather than
criminal law held primitive societies together (Malinowski 1966 (1926): 9,
12 (quotes)-15, 30-31). One could generally connect anthropological
theories with local norms and judicial theories with international norms,
though these fields intermingle both in theory and practice. Also, customs
encapsulate both binding and non-binding established habits. I consider
as laws all binding, enforceable customs involving both written and
unwritten (‘customary’) norms and rules.

One must keep in mind that violence—whether brutal or not, lawful or
not and customary or not—may be done by anyone for any conceivable
reason. This is why I define terrorism, one form of brutal violence
breaching international and/or local norms, as a primary concept of
observable action irrespective of why and by whom, as follows: “sudden
lethal violence without preceding warning of the act for whatever [non-
private] purpose against (groups of) unarmed or weakly armed and
thereby effectively defenceless civilians, unarmed off-duty security
personnel, soldiers and policemen, and other defenceless non-

combatants” (Ten Dam 2015a: 16; Ten Dam & Polanski 2015: 230). °

There is no room to extensively defend my definition of terrorism here;
other publications of mine extensively describe my evolving
conceptualisations of terrorism and other concepts of violence (see e.g.
Ten Dam 2007, 2010, 2015¢, 2022). Suffice to say here that I consider
ritual violence against defenceless people a form of terrorism. In
contrast, ritual violence between armed people able to defend
themselves I do not consider terrorism given my definition of it, though
it may still be brutal.
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Therefore violence per se, irrespective by whom and why, forms a
primary concept of observable action in my action-actor-motive
conceptualisation triad, whereby actors and motives constitute
secondary and tertiary concepts i.e. variants of violence respectively,
which are more difficult to discern than (violent) actions by themselves
(see esp. Ten Dam 2015a). Thus violence by pro-regime paramilitaries
seeking self-interest, self-protection or self-enrichment (greed), and
violence by anti-regime rebels seeking change (revolution), redress
(grievance) or self-enrichment (greed), represent many but far from all
empirically fluctuating variations of violence at any point in history.

Actually, these phenomena of violence indicate certain actors which fall
under the concepts of conflict and armed conflict. These I define
respectively as “fundamental disagreement between one [two] or more
actors due to opposite aims, interests, needs or grievances, which for
some reason are or appear to be unsolvable or irreconcilable”, and
“violent confrontation between one [two] or more armed actors with
opposite aims, interests, needs or grievances that appear to be
unsolvable or irreconcilable through non-violent means” (Ten Dam

2015a: 14; Ten Dam & Polanski 2015: 228). *

Therefore conflict per se may constitute either violent or non-violent
disagreements and confrontations, or both; in that sense it is a broader
concept than violence. Yet violent conflict is a manifestation of violence
indicating possible opposing actors and their motivations involved,
actors who are armed and able to defend and/or attack. After all,
violence can be utterly one-sided, whereby just one (type of) actor is
armed and the other(s) utterly unarmed and defenceless—as is usually
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(but not always) the case in ritual violence. In that sense violence is a
broader concept than conflict.

Indeed quantitative studies of armed conflict logically do not—given their
kindred circumscriptions of armed conflict—count “violence against
(practically) unarmed, unprotected or otherwise defenceless civilians in
places without organised resistance” (Ten Dam 2017: 46). Such “cases of one-
sided violence with direct and deliberate attacks against civilians” (Ibid: 46)
in communities unable to defend themselves, one cannot regard as or
equate with armed conflicts between actors with kindred capabilities to
inflictharm. Consequently, any overall violence datasets show much higher
numbers of casualties over any period of time than datasets of armed
conflicts only, especially violence datasets including genocides like the one
in Rwanda during 1994 (see Ten Dam 2017: 46-47).

To be sure, during armed conflicts one or more warring parties all too often
kil, maim or torture the unarmed non-combatants and disarmed
combatants of especially their enemies; yet in these instances one-sided
violence is normally temporary, as the armed combatants of their enemies
have for some reason been momentarily unable to protect their own
people. Normally however, the latter are able to retribute in kind against the
other’s non-combatants eventually—or if they are willing and able to show
restraint and respect the laws of war, against the other’s combatants only.

Defining ritual violence

Be that as it may, I broadly define ritualviolence—at least for the current
purposes of this paper—as lethal and non-lethal violence characterised
or justified by rituals based on any religious, spiritual, ideological or
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other conceivable belief or conviction (or self-serving motive hiding
behind or manipulating such a belief or conviction) to achieve any
imaginable objective(s) ranging from affirming ingroup loyalty to
attaining otherworldly power at the expense of the ‘other’.

To clarify, I preliminarily circumscribe the concept of ritual as any
observable rite i.e. solemn, ceremonial act through one or more sequenced
gestures, words, objects or (violent or non-violent) actions imbued with
meaning, custom, intent and/or belief by the one performing it.'* This
circumscription is inspired and based on those of others, like M.
Bourdillon’s ‘ritual’ as being any action(s) “in some way prescribed and
repeated, and which convey an element of symbolism” ranging “from a
simple shaking of hands to an elaborate pageant, like independence day

celebrations or a religious service” (Bourdillon 1991:13). '3

Often rituals involve rites or acts of magic, defined by W . Perry as the
belief among humans that they “can influence each other, and also
natural phenomena, for their own advantage” by “the aid of certain
substances or objects, or by means of certain acts” (Perry 1923: 8). 4
Perry thus defined magic from a zero-sum utilitarian view (not
necessarily shared by him) that humans tend to further their own
pleasures, interests and gains at the expense of other fellow-humans.

Still, one could define magic as the employment of apparent, seeming
or believed-in supernatural powers for any conceivable end, ranging
from self-serving, zero-sum advantages to the common good and
wellbeing of others. The witch doctor or (any other kind of) magician is
believed to possess the power to control and direct the supernatural
forces contained in (any) objects and beings, thus belonging to the
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“magical power-circle far removed from what any ordinary man can
ever attain” (Junge 1950: 18 (own transl. from Dutch).

At any rate, many a violent ritual may account for and directly express
and constitute the brutality or brutalities involved. In other words, most
or practical all forms of ritual violence constitute brutalities—apart
from those local norms embedded in the beliefs that apply and justify
the rituals and the accompanying atrocities in such violence. As this
paper and series will show, this kind of violence empirically manifest
itself—mainly if not exclusively and exhaustively—in the following
distinct types which may happen separately, jointly or at least
simultaneously in the same incidents:

a) Any violent confrontation in public spaces between—or against
unarmed or disarmed—individuals a/o groups for all conceivable
kinds of reasons and involving all conceivable kinds of rituals in
bodily and verbal posturing and actual violence i.e. use of force.
Such a confrontation, typically though not universally, occurs
together with symbols and ornaments (amulets, embroideries, texts
etc.) worn separately or on clothing, weaponry and other objects.
Thus during Liberia’s civil wars fighters “from the various factions,
sometimes very young and almost invariably sporting amulets supposed
to make them bullet-proof”, often disemboweled “the bodies of their
victims and eating their flesh or their internal organs, particularly the
heart” believing that one could acquire magical power by it, according
the widespread conviction that the "essence of a person[‘s soul] is
contained in the heart and the blood” (Ellis 2001a: 222).

Actually such ritual violence can manifest itself in many forms,
ranging from highly regulated combats to irregulated riots, pogroms
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and other disturbances between (armed) civilians, (armed)
gangsters a/o regular and irregular combatants (e.g. Collins 2008,
2013; Petrus 2008; Petrus et al 2018). The confronting individuals a/o
groups might be evenly or unevenly matched in size and weaponry,
or may be fully one-sided with one side being virtually or utterly
devoid of means to defend or protect themselves (see concept of
‘one-sided violence’ briefly discussed in the preceding section).

Honour-based blood-feud expressed in religious, mystical or secular
rituals with e.g. oath-taking on revenge for (blood-)brothers and
against (blood-)enemies, often accompanied with (predatory) raids
and perhaps curtailed by tribal, kin-based hospitality and
mediation codes (e.g. Gluckman 1963 (1956): 1-26)—all
conceptualised as typically tribal, kin-based violence-values in my
Brutalisation research (e.g. Ten Dam 2010: 333-335; 2011: 265-266;
2012: 226 (note 2); 2015b: 578 (note 3); 2020: 218-2019).

One also needs to consider ritualised feuds as such motivated by and
expressing retribution and revenge, yet not concerning blood-oaths
and kinships as such. Still, revenge attacks during Liberia’s civil wars
not based on ethnic/tribal identities and enmities and any related
rituals appear to have been few. Most atrocities occurred between
tribes/ethnicities rather than within or irrespective of these—and
often were retaliatory and atrocious in nature against the preceding
(retaliatory) atrocities against them by the tribal/ethnic ‘others’
(e.g. Ellis 1995, 2001a, 2007).

In earlier, especially pre-republican times however, typically small-
scale and seasonal raids “generally for purposes of plunder or
revenge” (Ellis 2001a: 230)—or rather as tests of manhood, as
among Chechens and Albanians in pre-industrial times (e.g. Ten
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Dam 2020: 218-2019)—on villages or other localities occurred as
much within Liberia’s communities currently distinguished and
ossified as separate tribes and ethnicities, as between them.

Harmful, violent ‘black’ magic, sorcery or ‘witchcraft’ ie. spells
expressed in rituals with incantations, curses, potions, poisons,
objects, spirit possessions or mediumships, organ removals etcetera.
This magic intends to strengthen the ‘black’ sorcerer i.e. witch or the
one who employs him or her, and to weaken, maim or kill the body
or even soul of latter’s actual, perceived or chosen enemy or victim
out of revenge, opportunism or any other motive. Such magic one
perceives as real and effective according to one’s religious, mystical
or even secular beliefs.

My circumscription of witchcraft per se resembles the one by Ellis, as
concerning “techniques or objects believed to exert a mystic power,
which could be employed for either defensive or offensive purposes,
such as amulets designed to make their wearers invulnerable, or
human flesh thought to make the fighters [and other violent actors]
strong” (Ellis 2001a: 223). Priests, elders or even ‘modern’ leaders with
priestly powers could employ sorcerers and approve their activities;
yet they could (claim to) be sorcerers themselves. At any rate,
Liberian warriors “most concerned to acquire appropriate spiritual
powers to protect themselves and to harm their enemies”—through
magical medicines, potions or other objects which often “contained
human body parts” (Ibid: 230 (quotes) )—had to receive these from
their priests, elders, leaders or (other) sorcerers directly.

However, one should not consider witchcraft per se through for instance

anye, a potion, substance or object believed to contain spiritual or other
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magical power (Ellis 2001a: 227), as immutably ‘black’, harmful or
brutal—depending on one’s violence-values of course. Thus Evans-
Pritchard’s “classic definition of sorcery and witchcraft” (Ibid: 224)—as
“magic that is illicit or considered immoral” and thus ‘inherently
malicious’ because “believed to cause injury” (Evans-Pritchard 1958
(1937): 9-10)—one should apply as a definition of ‘bad’ magic only.

Likewise, George Way Harley circumscribes witchcraft as the “controlled
use of some substance, drug or poison, capable of producing an unusual
effect, good or evil” (Harley 1970 (1941b): 27)—yet contradicts himself by
first defining it as the “use of nye to produce evil effects”, and brand it as
the “art of perverted medicine” (Ibid: 20) from a Christian standpoint.
Harley’'s ambivalent use of the term ‘witchcraft’ reflects its general
(mis)use as a “catch-all term for any mystical belief judged to be
unacceptable by orthodox Christian standards” (Ellis 2001a: 228).

Ellis rightly criticises the “conspicuously vague” and biased
conceptualisation of ‘witchcraft, among both Liberians and foreigners
including secular and missionary ethnographers like Harley, all of whom
tended to narrowly equate it with magical-ritual violence involving
removing body parts from victims (Ellis 2001a: 229 (quote), 233).*> Rather,
witchcraft or sorcery as such concerns the “manipulation of spiritual
forces in association with the commission of violence or, alternatively, of
protection against violence” (Ellis 2001a: 234; italics added).

Therefore, healing-oriented ‘white’ magicians i.e. ‘good’ witches or
witch-doctors, mediums and their supporters may (seek to) counter
perceived, potential or actual harmful practices within belief systems
more loosely and incongruously called ‘voodoo’ or ‘African science’ in
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Liberia and elsewhere (Ellis 2001a: 223, 229; esp. Youboty 1993: 342-343).
They could do so even by forceful means such drugging, poisoning or
even killing suspected ‘black’ magicians or their secret-society users, as
Chief Dabapa and his witch doctor did in the mid-1940s (see further
forthcoming part 3 in the Ritual violence in Liberia series).

Thus spiritual communications, mediumships and possessions might
have harmful or beneficial purposes and outcomes, whereby the
mediums and/or spirits appear to be malignant or beneficent (e.g. Firth
1959; Beattie & Middleton 1969). The same is believed to be true for
utterances, objects or even (human) beings and (human) body parts
containing juju or magical power, such as good(-luck) and bad(-luck)

spells, medicines, amulets and magicians themselves. 6

Arguably the most brutal or ‘black’ sorcery is found in the belief that “the
power of the juju lies in ‘harvesting’ the organs and other body parts
while the victim is still alive and then consuming them” (Kraaij 2015: 38).
Sadly, so-called black magic, of human sacrifice and the lighter varieties
of ill-willed spells and curses, seems to be as prevalent as white magic in
many cultures and societies, if not more so.

The same is true for measures to combat supposed black magic that are
equally brutal if not more so. Through much of human history hunting,
torturing and killing of alleged witches seems to have ruled the day. The
victims of such purges are mainly female ‘evil’ magicians or ‘witches’
according to its generally pejorative meaning—perpetrated by self-
proclaimed, mainly male ‘white’ magicians, priests or (other) alleged
victims of witchcraft. In the end both ‘witchcraft’ and ‘witch-hunting’ tend
to ingrain a near-unstoppable cycle of violence—fueled through blood-
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feuds and kindred tit-for-tat retributions—in typically tribal, kin-based
communities (e.g. Gluckman 1963 (1956): 81-108; Levack 1987: esp. 4-10).

Ironically ‘genuine’ i.e. practicing witches are hardly caught at all. Even
‘true’ practitioners of black magic do not deserve such a fate, to be
caught and butchered—one should rather prosecute them (if at all)
under the principles of fair treatment, fair trial and due process.

The broadest type a) of ritual violence could have characteristics of types
b) and c) as well, such as feud-based confrontations between youthful and
adult gangsters applying witchcraft, satanic or other occult rituals. One
could call these confrontations by these violent criminals ‘ritual crimes’

) o«

(Perlmutter 2004) or ‘occult-related crimes’ “ranging from Satanism-
related crime to African witchcraft-related crime” (Petrus et al 2018: 168).
At any rate, many ritualised confrontations by gangsters or other actors
emanate from feuds—and many confrontations may involve magical

rituals be these feud-based or not.

Type a) thus broadly covers my definition of ritual violence per se—
though the latter also includes any violence involving rituals in private
spaces like homes and other secluded places. This paper and the series
focus on type b) i.e. violent magic or magical-ritualviolence, because this
type appears to be most prominent in Liberia. Still, ritualised (blood-
Yfeuds and other confrontations have occurred and still do occur in
Liberia as well.

Arguably if contestably, violent human behaviour and indeed all human
behaviour appears to involve some kinds of rituals. If this is true, violence
per se effectively equates (magical-)ritual violence per se. Some scholars
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and other analysts appear to believe so. Thus Randall Collins—who
actually applies the terms “ritual violence” and “ritual killings” too (Collins
2013: 12,14)—posits through his micro-sociological theory of violence that
all violence is intrinsically ritual i.e. involves rituals, irrespective of
whether it is or should be seen as brutal (Collins 2008, 2009, 2013).

I would not go that far however: conceivably some or even many
manifestations of violence may be devoid of any notable or actual rituals
at all. Of course one could quietly, mentally form and express certain
rituals like prayers and other incantations in one’s head without orally
or bodily expressing these openly. These ‘silent’ rituals might be
detectable through tiny facial and other bodily expressions, but I deem
any deductions any psychologists make from these highly interpretative
and speculative. At any rate, to equate ritual violence per se with
violence per se would make the concept of ritual a meaningless, empty
catch-all term, designating all kinds of expressions, utterances, actions
and hidden mental activities as ‘rituals’.

Ritual violence vis-a-vis convictions and other factors of brutalisation

Ritual violence through magic, feuding and any other ritualised
confrontations may and often do constitute brutalities and brutalities i.e.
increasing, worsening brutalities over (a certain period of) time. Think of
“extreme ritual cruelty such as mutilating and hanging burned bodies”
(Collins 2013:13). Such brutality frequently, though not exclusively, involves
one-sided, often terrorist violence against unarmed or practically
defenceless civilians and other non-combatants (see my definition of
terrorism in section ‘Defining violence, conflict and brutality’). Therefore
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this paper and the entire series makes use of my theory and empirical
research on brutalisation as described in multiple publications (see esp. Ten
Dam 2022 with extensive references to these publications). Since early 2021
“I have broadened the theory and its variables to encapsulate all possible
kinds of violence beyond armed conflict, by non-state and state actors, as
follows ... :

a cycle or sequence of violence involving four main variables,
whereby the first variable is most intimately tied to the concept of
brutality: 1) violence-values, normative notions of proper and
improper violence according to local and/or international norms;
2) violence-inducing motivations: grievances, ‘greeds’ or avarices,
interests[, compulsions] and ideologies [convictions] that bring
about violence; 3) violence-stresses like fear, fatigue, rage and group
pressures among both combatants and non-combatants, among
both perpetrators and victims, resulting from or leading to traumas
and hypothetically to brutalities as well; and 4) violence-induced
motivations: grievances, avarices, interests[, compulsions] and
ideologies [convictions] that happen by, through and during the
violent episode in question” (Ten Dam 2022:12).

The Brutalisation theory will be continuously modified and improved
however. Diagram I below depicts the latest and broadest model of the
theory, including the latest formal description of it (see for a slightly older
version Ten Dam 2022:16-17). Thus I have decided to add compulsions as a
distinct sub-variable to variables 2 and 4 to the Brutalisation model. After
all, compulsions “in the sense of being forced to participate in fighting or
other violence—most relevantly any brutal violence” may “especially
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‘motivate’ the lower-rank rather than higher-rank participants and their
leaderships” rather than any grievances, avarices or other motives (Ibid: 13).

Think of the child soldiers during Liberia’s recent civil wars, most of whom
have been compelled and brain-washed—often by rituals—to
participate in often atrocious violence. As this paper and series will show,
some of them joined voluntarily and even eagerly out of greed, grievance
or any other motive. Yet most of them only exhibited those motives
through conditioning and indoctrination much later, after their
“compulsory or even press-ganged mobilisation, whereby even close
relatives may be held hostage, with the threat that ‘something bad’ would
happen to them if the draftee does not comply” (Ten Dam 2022:13).

Be that as it may, one can analyse ritual violence through the lenses of
all the (sub-)variables or factors of this pessimistic Brutalisation
theory—which I “seek to test i.e. falsify .. on as many cases as possible”
(Ten Dam 2022: 15). 7 Still, it appears to be most salient as a set of
violence-values justifying such violence, and as a set ideologies or
convictions legitimising the use and effectiveness of such violence.

Actually, my conceptualisation of ritual violence has made me decide to
replace for future analysis and research the term ‘ideology’ in the theoretical
circumscription of brutalisation—and thereby modify the constituent sub-
variable—with the term conviction, as the latter better incapsulates any
religious, spiritual, ideological or other conceivable beliefs. After all, an
ideology just represents one type of belief or conviction—the doctrinal one.
Originally, I defined ideology as a “belief system that contains a set of
principles, convictions and objectives ... to achieve secular and/or religious
goals” (Ten Dam 2015a:17; Ten Dam & Polanski 2015: 231).
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Diagram Brutalisation: Generic Violence Model
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Formal description of the generic violence model of the Brutalisation theory

Fear, pain, desperation, humiliation, anger, disillusionment, trauma and other
emotions and responses emanating from imagined, perceived or experienced
sufferings like deprivations, devastations and depredations lead to a brutalisation
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of means like ‘terrorisation’ and criminalisation, and a brutalisation of ends like
radicalisation and ‘extremisation’, in each successive bout of violence of one against
the other and the longer each violence-bout lasts (protraction). Traumas,
grievances and other conditions may exist earlier, but in different form and context.

The cycle and sequence of violence runs as follows: intolerant, zero-sum, winner-
takes-all violence-values (aggregate variable 1) that do not adhere to (once)
recognised norms like honour, hospitality (including fair treatment of captured
opponents), proportionality and non-combatant immunity, lead to violence-
inducing motivations (aggregate variable 2) like grievances, ‘greeds’ or avarices,
interests, compulsions—and convictions that may or may not be based on
avarices, interests and grievances; the aggrieved, greedy, self-interested and/or
ideologically driven take up arms, leading to violence stress (aggregate variable 3)
through stress-responses like fear, fatigue and rage resulting from or leading to
traumas, induced by innate aggression or eagerness to use violence as opposed to
innate restraint or reluctance to use violence, and social pressures to carry out and
condone atrocities; these violations engender violence-induced motivations
(aggregate variable 4) like grievances about atrocities and other injustices
suffered during the violence-cycle, typically leading to revenge attacks and tit-for-
tat retributions, or opportunities to amass riches, power, status and privileges
(avarices and interests) or realise sought-after end states (convictions) out of the
violent confrontation, leading to more deprivations and devastations. In turn
these violence-engendering and violence-engendered motivations, together with
consequent brutalisations, negatively affect a group’s or society’s (violence)
values after any temporary cessation or settlement of hostilities. This may lead to
anew, even more brutal round of violence.

The countervailing variables are: A) tolerance and kindred values (pluralism,
equality, democracy, etc.) respecting basic human and humanitarian rights and
comparable local norms; B) rectitude, a morally virtuous approach involving
professional codes and practices to uphold discipline, self-restraint and thereby
basic norms like rules of proper and justified war; C) intervention by external
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actors, ranging from mediation to military occupation, to stop and halt
excessive violence, while at the same time respecting human rights,
humanitarian and local norms—especially if the latter resemble, complement
or even improve on international norms; and D) justice through measures
ranging from reconciliation by e.g. truth commissions and prosecution by e.g.
international tribunals to ameliorate traumas, resolve grievances, promote
equitable interests, and respect secular and religious convictions—for so far
these respect human rights, humanitarian norms and relevant local norms. Yet
the theory holds that these positive variables are either non-existent or too
weak to prevent, counter or impede overall brutalisation in any meaningful
sense or significant degree.

Now I define ideology as any doctrinal conviction or unquestionable
faith based on immutable, non-falsifiable, non-contestable and
enforceable doctrines i.e. concepts, principles and objectives that any
actual and potential adherent must follow and obey, whereby any
transgressions may lead to punishments like eviction from the group
(e.g. expulsion from a political party) and (extrajudicial) execution by
the group (e.g. extermination by a religious sect).

In that regard, I preliminarily circumscribe religion as a doctrinal
conviction or set of convictions—expressed and acted out in
unquestioned precepts and rules, often but not necessarily as rites and
rituals—about reality being not just the physical world, but also or
mainly one or more metaphysical, supernatural worlds, usually but not
necessarily peopled with supernatural beings ranging from one or more
gods, spirits, angels, devils and deceased souls. I further define
spiritualism—aquite  differently from most other thinkers and
practitioners—as the nondoctrinal variant of religion, whereby
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precepts and rules about supernatural worlds are flexible and debatable
i.e. open to debate and different interpretations.

In Africa, religious and spiritual believers consider physical phenomena
to be impregnated by metaphysical ones much further than most people
on most other continents. Unlike in the West especially, Africans
generally do not no distinguish between animate and inanimate
phenomena at all; they rather believe any or all beings and objects—
which the physicalists, secularists and even religious people in the West
presume to be lifeless or soulless—could be animated by spiritual
beings and entities, often with juju i.e. magical forces and powers.

Like Africa specialists Stephen Ellis and Gerrie ter Haar, I closely follow
E. B. Taylor’s definition of religion as ‘the belief in Spiritual Beings’, or
more widely as “a belief in the existence of an invisible world, often
thought to be inhabited by spirits that are believed to affect people’s
lives in the material world” (Ellis & Ter Haar 2004: 3 (quote), 14; see
Taylor 1958 (1871): 8)—with a few major caveats:

First, I prefer to speak of a supernatural world rather than an invisible
world—or even an overall, non-divided world with natural and
supernatural properties “peopled and controlled by an invisible order of
personalised spiritual beings which interact with humans” (Siegmann
1980: 9o; italics added). To speak of supernatural forces “invisible to the
naked eye” (Ellis 2007: 16) may actually be misleading and possibly even
invalid. After all, many people in Africa and elsewhere holding religious—
or looser, non- or less-doctrinal spiritual beliefs like those on
reincarnation (see e.g. Bastide et al 1965)—often claim to directly observe
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rather than just intuitively sense deceased human beings, supernatural
beings and inanimate phenomena—or at least the effects the latter
create. Physicalist-oriented scholars may claim that supernatural
phenomena are invisible and thus unobservable and unverifiable even if
true, I urge to withhold premature adoption of that supposition.

True, many people believe spirits “to be real, even though invisible” (Ellis &
Ter Haar 2004: 23) and that one could communicate either directly or
through mediums with “invisible powers or spirits” (Ellis 2001a: 227). Yet at
the same time many people believe that they can detect, observe and even
see deceased souls, deities and other supernational beings and entities. They
claim that their own paranormal abilities make these spirits visible, or the
latter make themselves visible in the physical world even to those lacking
paranormal abilities. Even if they cannot see or hear supernatural beings and
entities directly, they still claim to communicate with them mentally or
telepathically whereby they keep control of their own body, consciousness
and willpower (spirit communication). Or they claim to act as channels for
these spirits, who enter and use their bodies to communicate with them and
any others present—whereby they remain consciously autonomous (spirit
mediumship), barely so, or not at all (spirit possession ). Even in such instances,
according to them, the spirits are not truly ‘invisible’.

Thus while I generally agree with the observation that “Spirits—invisible beings
that are widely perceived to exist and influence the material world—are central
to the thinking of many millions of people in Africa” (Ellis & Ter Haar 2004: 7-
8), 1 define spirits as supernational beings rather than invisible ones.

Incidentally, the terms spirit communication, mediumship and possession
are based on definitions and observations made by Raymond Firth (e.g.
Firth 1959: 141; Firth, apud Beattie & Middleton 1969: ix-xiv; Beattie &
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Middleton 1969: xvii). However, I do not follow all of Firth’s particular
distinctions between these terms. Thus I do not adopt his distinction
between spirit possession as just a “bodily expression of spirit
manifestation” in the human host, and spirit mediumship as a form of
communication whereby the spirit seeks through the host to “convey any
particular message to other people” i.e. audience in the physical world
(Firth, apud Beattie & Middleton 1969: xi). Arguably, in spirit possession too
the spirit may communicate i.e. “having something to say to an audience”
(Ibid). Rather the main difference is as follows: in possession the spirit
controls the host as a non- or semi-conscious, ‘helpless’ vessel, while in
mediumship the relationship is equally autonomous or the other way
round. So I do agree with Firth that “a person who ... acts a medium, must
be more highly controlled than that of a person simply possessed” (Ibid).

Second, I prefer to circumscribe religion more widely as any belief in a
supernatural world, irrespective of whether this supposedly affects the
natural world or not, and irrespective of whether the supernatural world
is believed to be distinct from the natural world or not.’8 The tenets of
mutual or one-directional effects and symbiosis between natural and
supernatural worlds just present some types of religious beliefs, even if
these types are quite predominant in Africa and elsewhere.

Ellis and Ter Haar, rather than adopting a classical-sociological
definition focusing solely on “ritual expression at the expense of its
ideological component”, opt for an “operational” anthropological
definition of religion to “accommodate the distinctive features of
religion in Africa” (Ellis & Ter Haar 2004: 14 (quotes) ), including the
belief that “all power has its ultimate origin in the spirit world” (Ibid: 4).
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But I prefer to start with a universal definition of religion as a primary
concept of observable action irrespective of particular actors, beliefs and
other motives according to my action-actor-motive conceptualisation
triad (Ten Dam 2015a). In that regard Ellis & Ter Haar rightly view and
conceptualise religion as “a field of action that believers occupy and may
control” even or especially in the arena of politics, rather than a passive
field of ‘signification’ that believers appear to follow (Ellis & Ter Haar
2004: 15; Marshall-Fratani & Péclard 2002: 8 (‘signification’) ). More
fundamentally, they rightly argue that the “most important ideas about
how people can live together” can be “understood in terms of universal
concepts” irrespective of cultural variations (Ibid 2004:18).

Third, I propose more lucid and honest distinctions between conviction,
religion and science. Ellis and Ter Haar seek to be non-judgment and
non-biased in their analysis of religion and politics in Africa,
emphasising that one should suspend judgment by “allowing believers
(in this case Africans) the right to express matters they think
appropriate” (Ellis & Ter Haar 2004:18); one should “describe religion in
‘emic’ terms, that is those derived from the believers’ own point of view,
before analysing it in ‘etic’, or more detached, terms that correspond
more closely to a scientific approach” (Ibid: 17).

However, Ellis, Ter Haar and many other mostly Western analysts subtly
do assume and thus judge religious and spiritual(ist) beliefs to be
verifiably or plausibly untrue. They thus “take religious beliefs seriously”
in a quite limited sense only, “in the sense of assuming that those who
hold them trust them to be true” while not implying that “an analyst
must share those beliefs” (Ellis 2007: 23). They neither investigate the
veracity of these beliefs open-mindedly, let alone allow these to be
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possibly true or ever become “scientifically validated explanations”
(Ellis & Ter Haar 2004: 25). One can frequently locate their biases in
their texts. Thus they equate the physical world as the ‘factual’ one and
the metaphysical world as the “imaginary”, ‘non-factual’ one, when
observing the African tendency to merge both worlds whereby “the real
and the unreal become undistinguishable from each other” (Ibid 2004:
23)."9 In stark contrast, I advise the reader to remain openminded and
nonjudgmental to the full. One should consider accounts of magical
powers and other paranormal phenomena to be just possibly,
conceivably and even plausibly true—with stark implications for
ultimately judging the frightening potential scope and desctructiveness
of ritual violence.

Indeed a conviction per se, especially a non-doctrinal one, may involve
concepts, principles and objectives that are (allowed to be) falsifiable
and contestable in open debate. Convictions in this openminded,
relaxed, heterodox sense are especially found as theories and
hypotheses in the world of science—or should be. After all, inquiry and
inquisitiveness, but above all recurrent falsification i.e. ‘stress-testing’ of
one’s suppositions and paradigms, are supposed to be the hallmarks of
true science. In that sense religious and other doctrinal faith and
scientific falsification are irreconcilable opposites to each other.

By the same token however, beliefs in phenomena otherworldly than
the material one should subject to serious scientific enquiry—rather
than presume to be untrue, invalid, unobservable, unprovable or

‘inexplicable’ 2°

simply because people happen to believe in such
phenomena due to a religious or other doctrinal faiths. Faith may hit on

one or more truths by pure accident, intuition or speculation after all.
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Many a self-proclaimed scientist unquestionably following the
paradigm of physicalism—i.e. the belief that the physical, directly
observable world is the only world there is—commits this fundamental
error of bias, of falsely equating physicalism with science per se. Such
(self-proclaimed) scientists actually follow a faith rather than true
science as a method of falsifying inquiry.

Therefore true science simply is a method of continuously stress-testing
any theory, and is not just any single theory or paradigm on supposed
reality; it concerns testing theories on any kind of reality—even if such
reality may just conceivably encapsulate one or more not-directly or
not-easily observable supernatural worlds or dimensions as well. At the
very least one could or should ‘stress-test’ the plausibility and
explanatory power of any such theory, even if one could never observe
and incontrovertibly ‘proof any supernatural reality.

Ritual violence vis-a-vis other theories of identity, conflict and violence 2

In the forthcoming major work Brutality and Violence, 1 will extensively
describe how the following, contrasting violence and/or identity theories
have partially informed or shaped my Brutalisation theory and its constituent
variables:

spiral-of-violence (Camara 1969, 1971a,b);

frustration-aggression (Dollard et al 1944 (1939); Miller 1941;
Berkowitz 1962, 1969);

human motivation or hierarchy-of-needs (Maslow 1941,1943, 1987 (1954) );
primordial, instrumental a/o constructed (narrative) identity
formation (Piaget 1959 (1923, 1926), 1967 (1929), 1969 (1961); Clastres
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1998 (1972); Smith 1981, 1986, 1991, 2001; Anderson 2002 (1983);
Hobsbawm 1990; Hobsbawm apud Hobsbawm & Ranger 1999
(1983); Boss 2012; Bekee-Eberendu 2017);

positivist, hermeneutic a/o interpretivist (linguistic) identity
manifestation (Gadamer 1960, 1967 apud Linge 1976; Foucault 1971
apud Rabinow 1991; Habermas apud Bleicher 1980);

absolute deprivation (Hobsbawm 1959, 1969; Bourdieu 1961 apud
Poupeau & Discepolo 2008; Fanon 1965, 1970; Bell 1971,1976,1978,1998);
relative deprivation (Stouffer et al 1977 (1949); Hoffer 1951; Runciman
1972 (1966); Gurr 1968a,b, 1970, 1981, 2000);

humiliation (Lindner 2001a,b, 2006; Deutsch apud Lindner 2006);
injustice (Shklar 1990; Fricker 2007; Pogge 2008; Bufacchi 2005, 2012, 2018);
depredation ** (Hechter 1995; Grossman 1999; Collier 2000a,b; Collier
& Hoeffler 2002; Collier & Sambanis 2002; Fearon & Laitin 2003);
transformed irreqular war (Van Creveld 1991a,b);

new predatory war (Kaldor 1999; Mueller 2000, 2001; Makarenko
2002, 2003, 2005);

conflict-of-interest (Kitsuse & Spector 1973; Antonio & Ritzer 1975;
Ross 1993; Marshall & Cole 2014).

Right here, I can state with near-certainty that the proponents of these
contrasting theories have paid scant attention if any to ritual violence as a
distinct, relevant phenomenon. Otherwise, I would have noted the
phenomenon in my theoretical and empirical literary reviews and research
projects much earlier than I eventually did. Of course there are some partial
exceptions, particularly among those following spiral-of-violence, identity,
depredation and transformed-war theories. Yet even they, as I will show in
detail in my forthcoming ‘magnum opus’ Brutality and Violence, grasp ritual
violence only imperfectly, erroneously or not at all. The other proponents
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of such theories would undoubtedly have interpreted such violence
through their preferred prisms if they had paid any attention to it, rather
than seeking to falsify ie. stress-test their theories with it. In short, the
overall theoretical neglect of ritual violence as a topic of study in the
academic community mirrors the empirical neglect of it in that community
(see part 2 of Ritual Violence in Liberia series).

Bet that as it may, I generally prefer more nuanced theories and
approaches which seek to pick the best, most valid parts of all these
‘determinist’ theories listed above—and discard their worst i.e. most
invalidated parts concerning violence in general and ritual violence in
particular. Thus I generally agree with Rogers Brubaker and Frederick
Cooper’s criticism of both ‘strong’ primordial and ‘weak’ constructivist
conceptions of identity (Brubaker & Cooper 2000: 6-8,10-11).

So I neither support nor reject a priori the premise that nations,
ethnicities or smaller groups have ‘primordial’ i.e. true genetic, kinship,
cultural or other roots. Some human groups appear to have such roots,
others may just imagine or claim to have these, but most appear to have
both real and imagined roots to some varying degrees. Therefore I
concur with R. A. Schermerhorn’s observation that the ethnic group is a
“collectivity within a larger society” having a “real or putative common
ancestry” whereby many, most or practically all members are conscious
of their common history and follow their common rules and customs
(Schermerhorn 1970: 12 (italics added) ).

Overall, the Brutalisation theory in its present form relies on the
deprivation-and-thus-grievance rather than depredation-and-thus-greed
premise, given the apparently broader validity of the ‘relative-
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deprivationist’ and especially (perhaps surprisingly) the classic ‘absolute-
deprivationist’ theories.?3 Still, the influence of the ‘depredationist’ 24
theories one can infer from the overall cycle of ends-and-means
degeneration which the Brutalisation theory purports—and from the
eventual inclusion of the sub-variables greed (avarice) and interest in its
second and fourth variables. Criminalisation at least accompanies
brutalisation in most if not all cases, as greed easily feeds on grievance in
many if not all cases.

Moreover, I have some doubts and critiques on the supposed validities of
particularly the classic frustration-aggression and relative-deprivation
theories. To his credit, Leonard Berkowitz himself rightly did point out that
frustration does not always lead to aggression, that imitation and other
learning processes can engender aggression too, and that deprivation does
not necessarily entail frustration and may actually lead to acquiescence and
apathy—though others regard these as suppressed frustrations that
eventually lead to aggression (Berkowitz 1969: esp. 4-5, 13-14, 35-36).

Nevertheless, Ted Robert Gurr's Relative Deprivation (RD) paradigm
(partially based on Dollard et al's Frustration-Aggression paradigm)—the
perceived discrepancy between resources one wants and resources one
gets without resorting to violence—has been and still is highly influential,
having shaped many new violence theories as well (Sandole apud Sandole
& Van der Merwe 1993: 12-13).25 Many adopted or tested Gurr's RD
concept early on, expounded in his seminal Why men rebel, as the
“perceived discrepancy between men’s value expectations and their value
capabilities” i.e. between resources one feels entitled to and resources one
is capable to acquire and hold on to by peaceful means (Gurr 1970:13).
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Yet RD appears only valid for ‘lesser’ grievances due to ‘lesser’ socio-
economic deprivations—supposing that such grievances ever engender
rebellions or any other kinds of violence. Unfortunately the ‘relative
deprivationists’ tend to overlook the obvious given that people are not
merely ‘disappointed’, ‘frustrated’ or ‘relatively deprived’ when being
tortured or massacred: they feel pain, panic, perhaps rage (a feeling of
humiliation), and usually possess an instinct to survive. Such extreme
deprivations or devastations spawn, necessitate and justify self-
preservation through armed resistance or kindred violence beyond
anything else, and go far beyond improving one’s daily existence, satisfy
heightened expectations or even redress a wrong.

So, one should revisit and generally reapply Abraham Maslow’s broad-
ranging human motivation or hierarchy-of-needs theory (Maslow 1941,
1943, 1987 (1954) ). Like related theories propositioning what I call
absolute deprivation (few actually apply this composite term: see e.g.
Weede 1987), Maslow’s theory rightly allows people to have grievances
against objective realities—certainly those that endanger one’s life,
health and sanity by hunger, massacre, torture, rape and mutilation.

Rather than “deprivation” as such however, the terms annihilation and
devastation better capture the “degree of harm the individual actually
suffers or anticipates” (Berkowitz 1962: 45) in extreme deprivations ranging
from mass murder and genocide to mass starvation and expulsion.
Moreover, one should criticise the ideological biases of many ‘absolute
deprivationists’, many of whom followed Marxist Weltanschauungen and
even practised “people’s war” and ideologically inspired state-building
projects, like Mao Tse-Tung, Ché Guevara and Frantz Fanon (Mao Tse-Tung
1961 (1937); Guevara 2003 (1960); Fanon 1965, 1970).
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Indeed, J. Bowyer Bell, Eric E. J. Hobsbawm, Frantz Fanon and other
leftist deprivationists have been rather absolutist in their thinking—not
just in their suppositions that both observers and victims could
supposedly grasp deprivations without distorting any facts. They also
assumed that their own beliefs, ideologies or supposedly scientific
analyses—usually of the Marxist variety—could identify the most
sophisticated, honourable, effective, drastic i.e. revolutionary ways one
could resist and revolt against a repressive regime and society.

They have argued rather vehemently yet esoterically—ijust like anti-
positivist hermeneutists like Hans-Georg Gadamer or post-hermeneutic
interpretivists like Jiirgen Habermas and Michael Foucault—that social
science must be emancipating, must show the way forward to people
who want to free themselves from domination and manipulation by
peaceful or even violent means. Instead, they rather myopically argued
with each other for being insufficiently penetrating towards hidden,
distorted a/o manipulated meanings behind words as shaped by those
in power (see Gadamer 1960, 1967 apud Linge 1976; Foucault 1971 apud
Rabinow 1991; Habermas apud Bleicher 1980).

Generally however, I level my strongest critiques in my forthcoming
Brutality and Violence against the ill-conceptualised presuppositions and
non-corroborated validities of the depredation theories. Particularly Mary
Kaldor's new-war and Martin van Creveld’s transformed-war theories—
very much variants of Paul Collier et al’s overall depredation theory—
were fixated on contemporary links between greed, usurpation and
pillage, forgetting that wars always had involved such crimes.
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Worse still, they erroneously distinguished between ‘sincere’ ideology-
driven rebellions during and prior to the Cold War or since WWII (Van
Creveld) and ‘fake’ crime- and terrorism-driven rebellions after the Cold
War or WWII (Van Creveld), whereby each type supposedly represented
a fundamentally different kind of war. Yet their analysis and
theorisation suffered from a grave blind spot: “research on earlier wars
tends to be disregarded” (Kalyvas 2001: g99), which revealed their
“limited grasp of the history of warfare” (M.L.R. Smith 2003: 34).

Some other scholars, like anthropologist Paul Richards specialised in
post-war challenges in Liberia and Sierra Leone, were more
understanding of the considerations which led to ‘new war’ and kindred
theses: after the Cold War, rather than a global peace dividend, “Africa,
the Balkans and other parts of the former communist world experienced
a rash of small wars. If some were unextinguished bushfires from the
Cold War era, and others unfinished business from the colonial (or
Soviet) era, a third group seemed new kinds of conflicts, apparently
provoked by poverty, population pressure or the bizarre hatreds of
international terrorists” (Richards 2005: 2).

Richards appreciated the “greater focus on process and practice when
explaining war and peace” in the econometric analyses of Paul Collier
and other depredationists (see Collier 2000a,b; Collier & Hoeffler 2002;
Collier & Sambanis 2002), which accorded with his own ethnographic
approach—even if he disagreed with their assumption that avaricious
“economic factors necessarily predominate” causes and evolutions of
wars (Richards 2005: 11 (quotes) ).
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Admittedly, Kaldor's and Van Creveld’s analyses did lay bare the
undeniable increase in the number of criminal(ised) non-state, semi-
state and pro-state actors destabilising localities, countries and entire
regions since the end of the Cold War if not earlier. Arguably as “state
sponsorship has begun to dry up” after the Cold War, “extortion,
kidnapping, robberies, or drug related activities easily fund small wars”
to this day (Pratt 2002: 396).

Yet Stephen Ellis rightly stressed at the time that this still did “not
provide evidence” for the “simplistic view” that “African wars especially
are all about greed” (Ellis 2007: 28-29). Richards rejected such simplistic
notions too. He thus criticised the contrasting ‘all-about-grievance’, ‘all-
about-culture’ and ‘all-about-environmental-degradation’ theses that
characterised some deprivationist and kindred accounts in the early
2000s: these explanations ignored or underestimated the role of
‘political entrepreneurs’ ranging from government to rebel leaders in
activating and mobilising these background conditions: “war does not
break out because conditions happen to be ‘right’, but because it is
organised” (Richards 2005: 4).

Likewise, Robert Cribb argued that triggers or “dynamics of escalation”
best explain mass violence, pointing to fractious societies not suffering
from violence: “if there is dry grass everywhere, it becomes vital to look
at the sparks” (Cribb apud Vlasblom 2008: g). 26 According to Crib two
fatal discoveries were primary triggers of mass violence: a feeling of
betrayal by the other (a grievance—often an interest that the other is or
appears to be violating) whom the elite often demonises through
propaganda; and the realisation that one can get away with murder out

of avarice or narrow self-interest.27
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Allin all, one should applaud the sizable number of scholars, even some
former depredationists (e.g. Sambanis 2004: 264-266), who early on in
the greed-versus-grievance debate have refused to simplistically
proposition or choose between either greed or grievance as primary or
omnipresent motives supposedly accounting for most or all elite-
instigated or any other kind of violence. Even some (former) new-war

‘predationists’ 28

acknowledged early on that maybe one were “dealing
not with a new kind of war, but with the residue—the dregs—of
warfare” (Mueller 2001: 17-18). Instead, more nuanced theories and
approaches have evolved beyond the simple greed-grievance divide,
which arose in the field of conflict studies during the 1990s, peaked in

the 2000s and has become muted ever since.

Thus a group of scholars led by Stathis N. Kalyvas focused instead on the
“interaction between political and private identities and actions” i.e.
private and public cleavages in violent conflict: “first, actions “on the
ground” .. seem more related to local or private issues than to the war’s
driving (or “master”) cleavage; second, individual and local actors take
advantage of the war to settle local or private conflicts .. bearing little or
no relation to the causes of the war or .. goals of the belligerents”

(Kalyvas 2003: 475-476 (quotes); see Kalyvas 2006; Ross 1993: xiii, 9). 29

However even (some of) these scholars somewhat implicitly—and
thereby to my mind rather simplistically—link public cleavages to
deprivations and grievances only, and private cleavages to depredations
and avarices only. I wonder whether these links are really so clearcut in
many or any cases—Ilike in Liberia. More importantly, one needs to
determine whether ritual violence in Liberia—or in any other country
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studied—is prevalent in both the public and private spheres (whether
motivated by greed, grievance or any other drive), in just one of these
spheres, in times of either war or peace—or both.

Conclusion—Research and publications on ritual violence in Liberia
and beyond

The longitudinal focus of the research project ‘Ritual violence in Liberia’
is on lethal and non-lethal violence with ritual characteristics in Liberia
from the First Liberian Civil War 0f1989-1997—initially mainly between
Samuel Doe’s government and Charles Taylor’s National Patriotic Front
of Liberia (NPFL) rebel movement—and the Second Liberian Civil War
of 1999-2003—mainly between Taylor's government and the rebel
groups Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) and
Movement for Democracy in Liberia (MODEL)—to the time of brittle-
and-violent ‘peace’ of today.

The research project focuses on the role of combatants in ritual violence
in both the private and public spheres during times of (major) internal
war in Liberia—and on veterans and any other actors perpetrating
ritual violence against any non-combatants and former combatants
among families, larger kin groups and ethnicities during times of
(relative) peace in Liberia. It particularly focuses on the role of (former)
child soldiers, their leaders and their victims—though one could or
should regard forcibly recruited and indoctrinated child soldiers to be
victims as well. Generally, it seeks to uncover the prevalence and nature
of ritual violence in Liberia, and the causes and consequences of such
violence for both perpetrators and victims (opposing sides may be both
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perpetrators and victims vis-a-vis each other), for indigenous peoples,
other citizens and foreign residents in the country.

So as to better understand, combat and otherwise grapple with ritual
violence in Liberia, West Africa and beyond, I already have been conducting
research on this phenomenon since Spring 2023. This research project
receives financial, facilitative and other support from the World House
community center of the Protestant Diaconate in Amsterdam 3°; the
African Studies Centre Leiden (ASCL), to which I am an associate research
fellow 3; the Association for the Study of EthnoGeoPolitics (EGP), of which
I and our Editor-in-Chief Dr. Babak Rezvani are co-founders; and the newly
established Network of Sustainable Development and Education (NSDE),

of which I and Babak Rezvani are co-founders too. 32

Particularly Fred van de Kraaij and Alan White offer moral and advisory
support, and (will) operate as effective peer-reviewers of this research
undertaking of mine. This should ultimately lead to a full report and
book (preliminarily) titled Ritual violence in Liberia — Ritualised
brutalities in Liberia prior to, during and after the Civil Wars: events,
trends, causes and consequences. Probably it will come out in ASCL’s
African Studies Collection sometime this year or next year—perhaps
jointly published with Brill a/o EGxPress, EGP’s publishing house. In the
meantime it comes out as a series of articles in this journal—of which
this current contribution is the first—in order to elicit more feedback
and debate from scholars, analysts and other readers—and thus make
(the chapters of the) eventual book publication all the better for it.
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Endnotes

The term Titualistic’ may better describe the phenomenon studied than the
term ‘ritual—in the conceptual and phenomenological sense. Yet a frequent
use of the former term would decrease the manuscript’s readability.

See esp. https://advocacyfoundationforhumanrights.org/board-of-

directors/#Alan-White (last acc. 27-1-2023).

From here on we refer to ‘Kraaij in short for easier readability—yet one
seeks in the Bibliography for ‘Van der Kraaij'i.e. the author’s full surname.
The “clear and informative maps are the outstanding work of Nel de Vink
(DeVink Mapdesign)” (Van der Kraaij 2015: xxvii). From here on the article
frequently refers to ‘Kraaij—ryet seek in Bibliography for Van der Kraaij.

Van der Kraaij Ritual Killings — Past and Present: From Cultural
Phenomenon To Political Instrument, Part I: Before 1950 — Concluding note
on the sources of information’ Liberia: Past and Present [2005];

https://archives.liberiapastandpresent.org/RitualKillingsConclusion.htm.
Fred Van der Kraaij, ‘Liberia’s perennial problems’ Liberia: Past and
Present of Africa’s Oldest Republic;
https://archives.liberiapastandpresent.org/Perennial-Problems.htm.
Elsewhere, Kraaij (see endnotes 3 and 4 on use of his abbreviated
surname) suggests that the first Afro-American colonists arrived at
the ‘Grain Coast’, also called ‘Pepper Coast’ or ‘Malagueta Coast’, even
earlier as they renamed it Liberia “in 1821” (Kraaij 2015: 3).
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10.

11.

From here on we normally refer to Van der Kraaij as ‘Kraaij’ in short
for easier readability—yet one should seek in the Bibliography for
‘Van der Kraaij' i.e. the author’s full surname (see notes 3 and 4).
Maps are the “outstanding work of Nel de Vink” (DeVink Mapdesign)”
(Kraaij 2015: xxvii).

Ibid. English and “a local variant — Liberian pidgin English — are also
spoken, nearly always as a second language besides the native
language” (Kraaij 2015: xvii).

I am considering to add non-private to the ‘whatever purpose’ part of my
terrorism definition in forthcoming research and publications. It would
otherwise apply too broadly and counter-intuitively to all forms of violence
against fully or practically defenceless people in the private sphere as
well—like in one-sided domestic violence whereby one or more of the
‘quarreling’ family-members are unable to defend themselves.

Just recently, in the process of writing my ‘magnus opus’ Brutality and
Violence (forthcoming), I noticed this error of ‘one or more [armed]
actors’ in the definitions as formulated in the referred publications of
mine (Ten Dam 2015a: Ten Dam & Polanski 2015). Logically, any
conflict i.e. disagreement and confrontation concerns at least two
opposing actors, be they individuals or groups of people in loose or
organised forms—unless one includes in the overall concept of
conflict any inner struggle a single actor may experience, ultimately
within the mind and psyche of an individual.

At any rate, a conflict as currently defined already covers any internal
disagreements and confrontations within a group of people, like a
political party or an ethnic group—if one can discern and identify its
factions, because then these are in effect the distinguishable actors
involved. A conflict as such could be any disagreement and
confrontation between two or more individuals, whereby each
individual constitutes an actor.
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12.

13.

14.

15.

Naturally, I will refine and improve if necessary my definitions of
ritual(istic) violence after (peer-)reviews and other feedbacks on this
article and in future publications—as I have done and still do for so
many other definitions of (forms and variants of) violence, brutality
and other phenomena in other research and publications (see
preceding endnotes). For now I use the terms ‘rite’ and ‘ritual’ as
interchangeable ones describing the same phenomena.

Bourdillon rightly observes that “since ritual is prescribed, its
meaning is to some extent public and does not necessarily reflect the
mental state of the actors. The action of shaking hands means
cooperation, even if the persons concerned are being deceitful and
have no intention of cooperating” (Bourdillon 1991: 13; italics added).
This observation accords with the definitional element of my
circumscription of ritual as any action being ‘imbued with meaning,
custom, intent and/or belief by the one performing it’.

Oddly, Perry just implicitly refers to the belief in supernatural or
supernaturally charged substances, objects and acts in his
circumscription of magic—even though he explicitly describes many
such activities in his book The origin of Magic and Religion (1923) which
clearly are based on supernatural beliefs and consequent occult practices.
Ellis specifically deems Harley’s circumscriptions of witchcraft as
“somewhat contradictory, for if a witch ... was someone who could
produce an unusual effect which could be either good or evil, it was
illogical then to describe witchcraft as something perverted, since this
gave rise to the question of who should judge, and by what standard,
whether an action was good or evil, proper or perverted” (Ellis 2001a: 227).
These contradictions may be due to an ambivalence born by Harley’s
high qualities as an ethnographer being hampered by his own
“Christian ideas about what constituted morally correct behaviour”
(Ibid: 228). Such culturally ‘inborn’ perspectives are especially
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18.

19.

20.

treacherous if one is unaware of these and neglects to specify and
debate these oneself; then these become stultifying biases.
Incidentally, Ellis made a small error by quoting Harley’s “perverted
medicine” remark as being on page 21 rather than page 20 of the latter’s
Native African Medicine (1970 ed.) treatise (Ibid: 227, endnote 29).

The term juju (lit. ‘plaything’) originally referred to ‘inanimate’ objects
believed to contain magical force or other properties. Gradually it
came to refer to ‘animate’ beings purportedly containing such
properties as well. In a broader sense it is a “word widely used in West
Africa [and Central Africa] to designate any sort of mystical religious
activity of indigenous origin” (Ellis & Ter Haar 2004: 84).

Indeed, I do not support my Brutalisation theory as such, i.e. assume
it to be a given, fully corroborated reality in most or all cases. I actually
do hope that brutalisation is “not as predominant as it may seem at
first sight” (Ten Dam 2022: 15) in any case of war, armed conflict or
any type of violence one studies.

Ellis and Ter Haar later circumscribe religion more extensively as “a
belief in the existence of an invisible world, distinct but not separate
from the visible one, that is home to spiritual beings with effective
powers over the physical world” (Ellis & Ter Haar 2004:14). Yet some
religions may claim that invisible or rather supernatural worlds are
fully separate from the visible or rather natural ones.

Of course, one could just as well observe the tendency to mingle and
merge imagined rumours and verified facts into so-called ‘conspiracy
theories’ regarding the observable physical world only. But this is not
what Ellis and Ter Haar mean to say, as evident from their subsequent
remarks on “religious imagination” and “religious belief’ being the “most
influential” form of imagination (Ellis & Ter Haar 2004: 23 (quotes) ).
The tendency among so many physicalists within and beyond
‘mainstream science’ to relegate apparently paranormal phenomena as
“inexplicable events” and “inexplicable occurrences” (Ellis & Ter Haar
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21.

22.

23.

24.
25.

2004: 25, 26 (quotes) ) is quite befuddling and irritating accordingly.
After all, even religious-doctrinal explanations of such phenomena are
explanations, even if implausible, unreliable and/or unverifiable ones.
This section is partially based on a draft sub-chapter titled ‘Theories
informing the Brutalisation theory’ in my major work Brutality and
Violence (forthcoming). The current paper presents and discusses
these theories just succinctly and partially due to lack of space—and
the need to keep its empirical focus on ritual violence in Liberia.
Apparently, I have been the first to use the term ‘depredation’ to
denote a particular conflict theory, theoretical approach and school
of thought that became prominent in the ‘greed vs. grievance’ debate
among theorists, other scholars and analysts since the early 2000s.
Apparently, I have been the first to use the term ‘deprivationism’ (italics
added) in the context of the ‘greed vs. grievance’ debate. Just a few scholars
inand beyond this debate have ever applied the term ‘absolute deprivation’.
Ibid regarding the term ‘depredationism’ (italics added).

Gurr was not the first one to coin, define and theorise on the term
relative deprivation. In their immense WWII study The American
Soldier, Samuel A. Stouffer and his co-researchers first coined ‘relative
deprivation’ as a “social frame of reference” (Adams apud Berkowitz
1965: 268-272; Stouffer et al 1977 (1949): 122-125). Similarly Eric Hoffer
described mass movements as interchangeable and transformable
entities whose fanaticisms appealed to those wishing to escape their
deprivations and old selves (Hoffer 1951: xi, 12-13, 16-17). Sociologists like
Walter Garrison Runciman connected RD to the reference group with
whom one compares one’s situation (Runciman 1972: 3, 10, 12-14).

Gurr just expanded and formalised RD as the precondition for
“turmoil”, “conspiracy” and “internal war”, formulating numerous
hypotheses with magnitude-variables of intensity, scope and duration
of deprivation and violence (Gurr 1968a: 251-254, 257 note 38; 1968b:
1104-1124; 1970: ix-xi, 8-11, Appendix).
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26.

27.

28.
29.

30.

R. Cribb, in: Dirk Vlasblom, “Het is de vonk, niet het droge gras (It is the
spark, not the dry grass)” NRC Handelsblad (New Rotterdam Courier-
General Trades’ Paper) 17 April 2008, p.9; translated from Dutch.

Yet one should stress contrary to Cribb that pre-existing devastations,
deprivations, disparities and tensions—including feelings of betrayal
being conditions rather than mere triggers—still remain necessary
conditions for the grass to turn tinder-dry. In that sense these
conditions may constitute root causes of potential or actual violence,
yet of different kinds and with variant trajectories and outcomes.
Ibid notes 23 and 24 regarding the term ‘predationism?’ (italics added).
Kalyvas’ distinction between public and private cleavages is
insightful, though it one-sidedly locates ‘political’ motives on the
national or other supra-local level. At any rate this distinction appears
to be largely based on the one between psychocultural disposition and
social organisation as distinguished by Marc Howard Ross and others,
whereby the former shapes “the overall level of conflict” while the
latter “determines whether the targets of conflict and aggression are
located within a society, outside it, or both” (Ross 1993: 9). In other
words “Social structural conflict theory ... can primarily explain who
one’s friends and foes will be ... , whereas psychocultural conflict
theory best predicts a community’s overall level of conflict” (Ibid: xiii).
The World House (‘Wereldhuis' in Dutch) in Amsterdam
(www.wereldhuis.org) regularly helps asylum seekers in the Netherlands
with their cases and daily lives—including those who have fled Liberia
for fear of lethal violence directed against them in general, and becoming
victims of ritual killing in particular. I have met some of them. For reasons
of their personal safety and peace of mind, I have decided, after
consulting them and their lawyers, to keep their identities confidential
and anonymous—for as long they wish to remain so.

Effectively helping their cases with my analysis and eventual report vis-
a-vis Dutch immigration officials, politicians, analysts, reporters and
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‘ordinary’ citizens sceptical of their ‘wild tales’ about ritual violence in
Liberia or elsewhere, constitutes one of my main drives of embarking
on and persisting in this major and arduous research project.

3L See www.ascleiden.nl/content/ASC-community/members/caspar-ten-dam.

32.  See www.nsdesite.com.
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Feature: Second Interview with an Extraterrestrial

Rodolfo Valentino

The two subsequent contributions in this volume of our journal concern
German and Spanish texts of the same article translated by the author
himself, who works for the European Institute for Migration and Social
Inclusion (IEM) and Independent European Sociological Research
Institute (EUROSOR). An earlier version of this contribution has been
published via IEM in Spring 2024 (see www.linkedin.com/pulse/feature-

second-interview-extraterrestrial-dr-rodolfo-valentino). *

Introduction

What would intelligent Extraterrestrials say about us humans?
According to a Director of the European Institute for Migration and
Social Inclusion (IEM), Rodolfo Valentino, his verdict would be
devastating, because the image that “The United Planets of Humanoid
Galaxies” receive from us is cruel and negative. In his opinion, we are
still in the “homo mediocris” phase. There are some that have
developed, but compared to the widespread ignorance, stupidity,
mediocrity, social incompetence, barbarism, cruelty and actual self-
destructive potential of most humans, they claim they can do nothing
for us. But they speak of hope and a new opportunity that the “Great
Council” gives us. Because the number of people who have genetically
and psychologically developed in their direction is increasing. But
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unfortunately they are not in power, their work is hindered or they are
“parked” by the majority, who remain in the “homo mediocris” stage.
Here you have the second visit of our “Extraterrestrial Homo Sapiens”.

Second Interview with an Extraterrestrial
Extraterrestrial: Hi!

Earthling: Hi! You again? Do you know that I have felt quite bad since
the last time * and now I am much more committed to peace, solidarity
and brotherhood? Do you want to blame me again?

Extraterrestrial: No. That was not my intention. We chose you because
you understand and have developed. You realized early on that
something was wrong with this planet and the ruling race on it. You are
the last salvation for humanity. As I said, we will be watching you and
will return from time to time until you are at the same level of evolution
as us. Can you tell me what'’s happening now?

Earthling: Difficult for a human to explain, but I'll try. About two years ago,
Russian ruler Putin launched a war of aggression against his peaceful
neighbor Ukraine. Since then, around 10,000 civilians (including
hundreds of children) have been killed and at least 18,000 injured.

Extraterrestrial: Tell me more...

Earthling: Wow, I don’t know where to start or where to stop. All over
the world people are threatened and even murdered for defending the
rights of minorities, other people, the environment or the welfare of
animals. Then we also find many activists who are guided by their own
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ideology and, in turn, exclude and demean other interest groups. A
human dilemma. Then, some months ago, the Palestinian terrorist
organization Hamas launched a major massacre and genocide against
Israel from the Gaza Strip. More than 1,400 people died. Hamas also
kidnapped more than 240 people hostage. It was the time of sadists, of
serial and mass murderers who left a long trail of blood of young people,
children, women and men murdered, injured or tortured. Israel then
responded with airstrikes and a ground offensive, in which many young
people, children, women and men were and continue to be killed and
wounded. They are now suspected of genocide.

Extraterrestrial: Why do you allow this?

Earthling: During your first visit * you said something about the “homo
mediocris”, who only cares about himself, his family and his social
group. I made that observation too. There are brilliant spirits who
practice peace, solidarity and brotherhood and are partly successful, but
at the same time we are overwhelmed by the dictates of survival in this
mediocre society, we have to pay bills and taxes, we want our families
to be financially well and secured. Many are threatened by wars and
massacres. This leads us again and again to social selfishness, social
racism and religious and political fanaticism. Many humans want to
change something, but their hands are tied. I believe that humanity can
no longer be saved. What do you think?

Extraterrestrial: Like everyone in the universe, you are responsible for
yourselves, although the Grand Council of the United Planets of the
Humanoid Galaxies is always surprised at how primitive most of you
are. You surpass all peoples and all planetary inhabitants of the entire
universe. You enslave, humiliate, torture and murder millions of people
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of your own species, whether women, children or men, for religious,
political, social, racist and selfish reasons. That's what makes you
unique. You are as cruel as “beasts” and “viruses”, but on the other hand
you share a small part of self-reflection and empathy with us. For our
council, you are just another planetary civilization. We have seen
planets that collapsed for other reasons or that were organizationally
more primitive and received help and support from the Great Council
to regroup. Your case is different. You are mostly in the “homo
mediocris” stage and, furthermore, this group always manages to gain
control of the levers of power. Some of you have definitely evolved, but
compared to the widespread ignorance, stupidity, mediocrity, social
incompetence, barbarism, cruelty and actual self-destructive potential
of most humans, there is nothing we can do for you. We have to wait ...

Earthling: Unique? Don’t make me laugh ... singularly primitive and cruel!?
What will become of us? Are we doomed or do we still have a way out?

Extraterrestrial: 'm not sure. Human communication is difficult and
one-sided. I am afraid that this type of communication limits you and at
the same time stimulates you, but it can also quickly lead to
misunderstandings. We have noticed that you pay a lot of attention to
body language and voice intonation and do not assimilate information
in its pure form. People interpret a lot in advance depending on the
respective context. In conversations I often pick up diffuse thoughts, as
well as associations and factors that influence culturally and socially.

Earthling: Wow!? Tell me something about your communication...
Extraterrestrial: With pleasure, our communication is more total,

transparent and natural. We use telepathy. In recent years you have
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experienced great technological advances in the communication and
information society. You have become a global village and you have all
the opportunities and factors at your disposal to grow together as
humanity. The reason why it still doesn’t work seems to have more to do
with your individual, social and political communication and thoughts,
which probably also leads you to trust the representatives of “Homo
Mediocris” more, to believe them more, to follow them, and to even
commit atrocities for them with your own species.

Earthling: That's really interesting, but even I can’t turn it off completely.
You'd have to be superhuman for that, right?

Extraterrestrial: Not really, it is enough for you to use your possibilities
and your resources to experience yourselves as a society and community
of planetary unity to live in peace, solidarity and brotherhood.

Earthling: 1 see ... It was a pleasure to see you again and talk to you. That
gives me hope ... Extraterrestrial, wait, now I forgot to ask you what your
nameis....

Dr Rodolfo Valentino is a Director of the Independent European
Sociological Research institute (EUROSOR; www.facebook.com/eurosor),

and a Director of the Spanish branch based in Santander of the European
Institute for Studies on Migration, Social Inclusion and Intercultural
Learning (IEM), Bonn, Germany (https://migrapolis.de/bim-e-v/;

www.linkedin.com/in/drrodolfovalentino/). He is also responsible for his
and others’ IEM publications on ResearchGate and Academia (e.g.
https://independent.academia.edu/RodolfoValentino).
eurosor.tem@gmail.com psciocura.valentino@gmail.com.
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Note

*: See Rodolfo Valentino, ‘Feature: Interview with an Extraterrestrial’
Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics Vol.8 No.2, Winter 2020, pp.203-205.

NB: do you have any comments on Valentino’s article?

Please send these to info@ethnogeopolitics.org or through the
contactform at www.ethnogeopolitics.org.
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Advertisement: an “Expert” cartoon by Caspar ten Dam; see www.ctdamconsultancy.com

Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics Vol.11 Nos.1-2 Winter 2023

106


mailto:info@ethnogeopolitics.org
http://www.ethnogeopolitics.org/
http://www.ctdamconsultancy.com/

, Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics

P

Feuilleton: Zweites Interview mit einem Aufderirdischen

Rodolfo Valentino

The preceding contribution in this volume of our journal concerns the
English text of the same article translated by the author himself, who works
for the European Institute for Migration and Social Inclusion (IEM) and
Independent European Sociological Research Institute (EUROSOR). An
earlierversion of this contribution has been publishedvia IEM in Spring 2024
(www.linkedin.com/pulse/feuilleton-interview-mit-einem-aufSerirdischen-

dr-rodolfo-valentino). *

Einfithrung

Was wiirden intelligente Auferirdische {iber uns Menschen sagen?
Nach Meinung eines Direktors des Européischen Instituts fiir Migration
und soziale Inklusion (IEM), Rodolfo Valentino, wire ihr Urteil
verheerend, denn das Bild, dass ,Die Vereinigten Planeten der
Humanoiden Galaxien“ von uns erhalten, sei grausam und negativ. Ihrer
Meinung nach sind wir immer noch im ,homo mediocris“-Stadium. Es
gebe zwar Einige, die sich weiterentwickelt hitten, aber verglichen mit
der weit verbreiteten Ignoranz, Dummbheit, MittelméRigkeit, sozialen
Inkompetenz,  Barbarei,  Grausamkeit und dem reellen
Selbstzerstorungspotenzial der Mehrheit der Menschen, konnten sie
nichts fiir uns tun. Sie sprechen aber von Hoffnung und von einer neuen
Chance, die wir vom ,Groflen Rat‘ bekommen hitten. Denn die
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Menschen, die sich genetisch und psychologisch in ihre Richtung
entwickelt hiatten, nihmen zu. Aber leider seien sie nicht an der Macht,
wiirden an Threr Arbeit behindert oder von der Mehrheit, die im ,homo
mediocris“-Stadium verweilen, ,auf Eis gelegt‘ werden. Hier der zweite
Besuch unseres ,Homo Sapiens Extraterrestrial“.

Das Zweite Interview mit einem Auflerirdischen
AufSerirdischer: Hallo!

Erdling: Hallo! Du schon wieder? Weifit Du, dass ich mich seit dem
letzten Mal * ziemlich schlecht fithle und mich jetzt viel stérker fiir
Frieden, Solidaritdt und Briiderlichkeit/Schwesterlichkeit engagiere.
Willst du mir wieder Vorwiirfe machen?

AufSerirdischer: Nein. Das war nicht meine Absicht. Wir haben Dich
ausgesucht, weil Du verstehst und Dich entwickelt hat. Du hast schon frith
gemerkt, dass etwas mit diesem Planeten und der herrschenden Rasse auf
ihm nicht stimmt. Du bist die letzte Rettung fiir die Menschheit. Wie ich
schon sagte, wir werden Euch im Auge behalten und von Zeit zu Zeit
zuriickkehren, bis Thr Euch auf gleichem Evolutionsniveau befindet wie
wir. Kannst du mir erzihlen, was nun wieder los ist?

Erdling: Schwierig fiir einen Menschen, aber ich werde es versuchen.
Vor etwa zwei Jahren hat Russlands Machthaber Putin einen
Angriffskrieg gegen seinen friedlichen Nachbarn Ukraine gestartet.
Seitdem sind etwa 10.000 Zivilisten (darunter Hunderte von Kindern)
getotet und mindestens 18.000 verletzt worden.
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AufSerirdischer: Erzahl mir noch etwas ...

Erdling: Schwierig. Ich weif3 nicht, wo ich anfangen oder aufthéren soll.
Uberall auf der Welt werden Menschen bedroht und sogar ermordet,
welil sie fiir die Rechte von Minderheiten, anderen Menschen, der
Umwelt oder des Tierschutzes einstehen. Dann finden wir auch unter
den Aktivisten viele, die sich durch ihre eigene Ideologie leiten lassen
und wiederum andere Interessengruppen ausschlieflfen und
degradieren. Ein menschliches Dilemma. Das ist noch was Aktuelles:
Vor einigen Wochen hat die paldstinensische Terrororganisation Hamas
vom Gazastreifen aus einen GrofSmassaker und Genozid auf Israel
gestartet. Dabei wurden mehr als 1.400 Menschen getétet. Aufierdem
verschleppte die Hamas mehr als 240 Menschen als Geiseln. Es war die
Stunde von Sadisten, Serien- und Massenmordern, die eine lange
Blutspur von ermordeten, verletzten oder gefolterten Jugendlichen,
Kindern, Frauen und Ménnern hinterlief. Darauthin reagierte Israel mit
Luftangriffen und einer Bodenoffensive, bei der auch wieder viele
Jugendliche, Kinder, Frauen und Ménner getotet und verletzt wurden
und immer noch werden. Sie werden nun des Genozids verdéchtigt.

AufSerirdischer: Warum lasst Thr das zu?

Erdling: Du sagtest bei Deinem ersten Besuch * etwas iiber den ,Homo
mediocris“, der nur aufsich selbst und auf seine Familie und Sozialgruppe
konzentriert ist. Die Beobachtung habe ich auch gemacht. Es gibt helle
Geister, die sich in Frieden, Solidaritit und Briiderlichkeit/
Schwesterlichkeit iiben und auch teilweise Erfolg haben, aber wir werden
gleichzeitig durch das Diktat des Uberlebens in dieser mittelméRigen
Gesellschaft drangsaliert, miissen Rechnungen und Steuern zahlen,
wollen fiir unsere Familie sorgen und mochten auch eine gewisse
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Sicherheit und Stabilitdt haben. Viele werden von Unruhen und Krieg
bedroht. Das treibt uns immer wieder in den sozialen Egoismus,
Sozialrassismus und den religisen und politischen Fanatismus. Viele
wollen etwas verdndern, aber ihnen sind die Hinde gebunden. Ich glaube,
die Menschen sind nicht mehr zu retten. Was denkst Du?

AufSerirdischer: Ihr seid, wie alle im Universum, selbst verantwortlich,
allerdings iiberrascht den Grofie Rat der Vereinigten Planeten der
Humanoiden Galaxien immer wieder, wie primitiv Ihr in der Mehrheit
seid. Da tbertrefft ihr jedes Volk und jeden Planetenbewohner im
gesamten Universum. Thr versklavt, erniedrigt, quilt und ermordet
Euresgleichen millionenfach, egal ob Frauen, Kinder oder Ménner aus
religiosen, politischen, sozialen, rassistischen und egoistischen
Griinden. Das macht Euch einzigartig. Thr seid so grausam wie ,Bestien”
und ,Viren*, die aber einen kleinen Teil Selbstreflexion und Empathie
mit uns teilen. Fiir unseren Rat seid ihr eine Planeten-Zivilisation mehr.

Wir haben Planeten erlebt, die aus anderen Griinden kollabiert sind
oder organisatorisch primitiveren Stand waren und vom Groflen Rat
Hilfe und Unterstiitzung erhalten haben, um sich neu zu formieren.
Euer Fall ist anders. Ihr seid zum grofiten Teil im ,homo mediocris*-
Stadium und hinzu kommt, dass diese Gruppe es immer wieder schafft,
an den Machthebeln zu sitzen. Einige von Euch sind definitiv
weiterentwickelt, aber verglichen mit der weit verbreiteten Ignoranz,
Dummbheit, Mittelmafligkeit, sozialen Inkompetenz, Barbarei,
Grausamkeit und dem reellen Selbstzerstorungspotenzial der Mehrheit
der Menschen, konnen wir nichts fiir Euch tun. Wie miissen warten ... .
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Erdling: Einzigartig? Dass ich nicht lache ... einzigartig primitiv und
grausam!? Wie geht es mit uns weiter? Sind wir dem Untergang geweiht
oder haben wir noch eine Chance?

AufSerirdischer: Ich bin mir nicht sicher. Die menschliche
Kommunikation ist schwierig und einseitig. Ich befiirchte, dass Euch
diese Art der Kommunikation einschrinkt und gleichzeitig stimuliert,
aber auch schnell zu Missverstdndnissen fithren kann. Wir haben
gemerkt, dass ihr stark auf Korpersprache und Intonation der Stimme
achtet und nicht die Information in ihrer Reinform aufnehmt. Die
Menschen deuten sehr viel im Vorfeld aus dem jeweiligen Kontext
heraus. Ich empfange oft diffuse Gedanken bei Unterhaltungen, so wie
kulturell und sozial geprégte Assoziationen und Einflussfaktoren.

Erdling: Wow!? Erzéhl mir etwas iiber Eure Kommunikation ...

AufSerirdischer: Gerne, unsere Kommunikation ist totaler, transparenter
und natiirlicher. Wir bedienen uns der Telepathie. Thr habt in den
letzten Jahren einen sehr grofien technologischen Fortschritt in die
totale Kommunikations- und Informationsgesellschaft erlebt. Ihr seid
zu einem globalen Dorf zusammengeschrumpft und euch stehen alle
Moglichkeiten und Faktoren zur Verfiigung, um als Menschheit
zusammen zu wachsen. Warum es nicht trotzdem nicht funktioniert,
scheint eher mit Eurer individuell, sozial und politisch geprigten
Kommunikation und Gedankenwelt zu tun zu haben, die
wahrscheinlich auch dazu fiithrt, dass ihr den Vertretern des ,Homo
mediocris“ starker vertraut, mehr Glauben schenkt, ihnen folgt und fiir
sie auch Grausamkeiten veriiben konnt.
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Erdling: Das ist wirklich interessant, aber selbst ich kann es nicht ganz
ausschalten. Dafiir miisste man ein Ubermensch sein, oder?

AufSerirdischer: Nicht wirklich, es reicht, wenn eure Moglichkeiten und
Ressourcen nutzen wiirdet, um Euch als Planeteneinheitsgesellschaft
und -gemeinschaft zu erleben, um in Frieden, Solidaritdt und
Briderlichkeit/Schwesterlichkeit zu leben.

Erdling: Ich verstehe ... Es war schon, Dich wieder zu sehen und mit Dir zu
sprechen. Das macht mir Hoffnung ... Auferirdischer, Auf3erirdischer,
jetzt habe ich Dich wieder nicht gefragt, wie Du heifit ...

Dr Rodolfo Valentino is a Director of the Independent European
Sociological Research institute (EUROSOR; www.facebook.com/eurosor),

and a Director of the Spanish branch based in Santander of the European
Institute for Studies on Migration, Social Inclusion and Intercultural
Learning (IEM), Bonn, Germany (https://migrapolis.de/bim-e-v/;

www.linkedin.com/in/drrodolfovalentino/). He is also responsible for his

and others' IEM publications on ResearchGate and Academia (e.g.
https://independent.academia.edu/RodolfoValentino).
eurosor.iem@gmail.com psciocura.valentino@gmail.com.

Notiz

)

*: Siehe Rodolfo Valentino, ‘Feuilleton: Interview mit einem AufSerirdischen
Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics Vol.8 No.2, Winter 2020, pp.206-209.

NB: do you have any comments on Valentino’s article? Please send these to
info@ethnogeopolics.org or through contactform at www.ethnogeopolitics.org.
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Folletin: Segunda Entrevista con un Extraterrestre

Rodolfo Valentino

The preceding two contributions in this volume of our journal concern the
English and German texts of the same article translated by the author
himself, who works for the European Institute for Migration and Social
Inclusion (IEM) and Independent European Sociological Research Institute
(EUROSOR). An earlier version of this contribution has been published via
IEM in Spring 2024 (www.linkedin.com/pulse/folletin-sequnda-entrevista-

con-un-extraterrestre-valentino). *

Introducciéon

¢Qué dirfan los extraterrestres inteligentes sobre nosotros los humanos?
Segin el Director del Instituto Europeo para Migraciones e Inclusién
Social (IEM), Rodolfo Valentino, su veredicto seria demoledor, porque
la imagen que reciben de nosotros “Los Planetas Unidos de Galaxias
Humanoides” es cruel y negativa. En su opinién, todavia nos
encontramos en la fase del “homo mediocris”. Hay algunos que se han
desarrollado, pero en comparacién con la ignorancia generalizada, la
estupidez, la mediocridad, la incompetencia social, la barbarie, la
crueldad y el potencial autodestructivo real de la mayoria de los
humanos, aseguran no pueden hacer nada por nosotros. Pero hablan de
esperanza y de una nueva oportunidad que nos da el “Gran Consejo”.
Porque estd aumentando el nimero de personas que se han

Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics Vol.11 Nos.1-2 Winter 2023

13


http://www.linkedin.com/pulse/folletín-segunda-entrevista-con-un-extraterrestre-valentino
http://www.linkedin.com/pulse/folletín-segunda-entrevista-con-un-extraterrestre-valentino

' Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics
4

desarrollado genética y psicolégicamente en su direccién. Pero
lamentablemente no estan en el poder, su trabajo se ve obstaculizado o
son “aparcados” por la mayoria, que permanece en la etapa de “homo
mediocris”. Aqui tenéis la segunda visita de nuestro “Homo Sapiens
Extraterrestrial”.

Segunda Entrevista con un Extraterrestre
Extraterrestre: jHola!

Terricola: {Hola! ;TG otra vez? ;Sabes que me he sentido bastante mal
desde la ltima vez * y ahora estoy mucho mas comprometido con la
paz, la solidaridad y la hermandad? ;Quieres culparme de nuevo?

Extraterrestre: No. Esa no era mi intenciéon. Te elegimos porque
entiendes y te has desarrollado. Te diste cuenta desde el principio de
que algo andaba mal con este planeta y la raza gobernante en él. Eres la
ultima salvacion para la humanidad. Como dije, os estaremos vigilando
y regresaremos de vez en cuando hasta que estéis al mismo nivel de
evolucion que nosotros. ;Puedes decirme qué esta pasando ahora?

Terricola: Dificil de explicar para un humano, pero lo intentaré. Hace unos dos
afios, el gobernante ruso Putin lanz6 una guerra de agresion contra su pacifica
vecina Ucrania. Desde entonces, alrededor de 10.000 civiles (incluidos cientos
de nifnos) han muerto y al menos 18.000 han resultado heridos.

Extraterrestre: Cuéntame mas...

Terricola: Buf, no sé por dénde empezar ni por dénde parar. En todo el
mundo hay personas amenazadas e incluso asesinadas por defender los

Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics Vol.11 Nos.1-2 Winter 2023

114



' Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics
4

derechos de las minorias, de otras personas, del medio ambiente o del
bienestar de los animales. Luego también encontramos a muchos
activistas que se guian por su propia ideologia y, a su vez, excluyen y
degradan a otros grupos de interés. Un dilema humano. Luego, hace
unas semanas, la organizacion terrorista palestina Hamds lanzé una
gran masacre y genocidio contra Israel desde la Franja de Gaza. Mas de
1400 personas murieron. Hamas también secuestr6 a mas de 240
personas como rehenes. Era la hora de los sadicos, de los asesinos en
serie y en masa que dejaron un largo rastro de sangre de jovenes, nifios,
mujeres y hombres asesinados, heridos o torturados. Israel respondié
entonces con ataques aéreos y una ofensiva terrestre, en la que muchos
jovenes, nifios, mujeres y hombres fueron y siguen siendo asesinados y
heridos. Ahora son sospechosos de genocidio.

Extraterrestre: ;Por qué permitis esto?

Terricola: Durante tu primera visita® dijiste algo sobre el “homo
mediocris”, que sélo se preocupa por si mismo, su familia y su grupo
social. Yo también hice esa observacion. Hay espiritus brillantes que
practican la paz, la solidaridad y la hermandad y en parte tienen éxito,
pero al mismo tiempo nos acosan los dictados de la supervivencia en
esta sociedad mediocre, tenemos que pagar facturas e impuestos,
queremos que nuestras familias estén econémicamente bien y seguros.
Muchos estan amenazados por guerras y masacres. Esto nos lleva una y
otra vez al egoismo social, al racismo social y al fanatismo religioso y
politico. Muchos humanos quieren cambiar algo, pero tienen las manos
atadas. Creo que la humanidad ya no puede salvarse. ;Qué opinas tti?

Extraterrestre: Como todos en el universo, sois responsables de vosotros
mismos, aunque el Gran Consejo de los Planetas Unidos de las Galaxias
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Humanoides siempre se sorprende de lo primitivos que sois la mayoria de
vosotros. Superais a todos los pueblos y a todos los habitantes planetarios
del universo entero. Esclavizais, humillais, torturais y asesinais a millones
de personas de vuestra propia especie, ya sean mujeres, nifios u hombres,
por razones religiosas, politicas, sociales, racistas y egoistas. Eso es lo que
os hace unicos. Sois tan crueles como las “bestias” y los “virus”,pero por
otro lado compartis una parte pequefia de autorreflexién y empatia con
nosotros. Para nuestro consejo, sois una civilizacién planetaria mas.
Hemos visto planetas que colapsaron por otras razones o que eran
organizativamente mas primitivos y recibieron ayuda y apoyo del Gran
Consejo para reagruparse. Vuestro caso es diferente. Estais
mayoritariamente en la etapa del “homo mediocris” y, ademas, este grupo
siempre consigue hacerse con el control de las palancas del poder.
Algunos de vosotros definitivamente han evolucionado, pero en
comparacion con la ignorancia generalizada, la estupidez, la
mediocridad, la incompetencia social, la barbarie, la crueldad y el
potencial autodestructivo real de la mayoria de los humanos, no hay nada
que podamos hacer por vosotros. Tenemos que esperar ... .

Terricola: ;Unicos? ;;Que no me hagas reir ... singularmente primitivos
y crueles!? ;Qué sera de nosotros? ;Estamos condenados o todavia
tenemos una salida?

Extraterrestre: No estoy seguro. La comunicaciéon humana es dificil y
unilateral. Me temo que este tipo de comunicacién os limita y al mismo
tiempo os estimula, pero también puede dar lugar rapidamente a
malentendidos. Hemos notado que prestais mucha atencion al lenguaje
corporal y la entonacion de la voz y no asimildis la informacién en su
forma pura. La gente interpreta mucho de antemano segtn el contexto
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respectivo. En las conversaciones a menudo capto pensamientos difusos,
asi como asociaciones y factores que influyen cultural y socialmente.

Terricola: ;jVaya!? Cuéntame algo sobre vuestra comunicacion ...

Extraterrestre: Con mucho gusto, nuestra comunicacion es mds total,
transparente y natural. Usamos la telepatia. En los tltimos afios habéis
experimentado grandes avances tecnoldgicos en la sociedad de la
comunicacion y la informacién. Os habéis convertido a una aldea global
y tenéis todas las oportunidades y los factores a vuestra disposicion para
crecer juntos como humanidad. El motivo por el que todavia no
funciona parece tener mas que ver con vuestra comunicacion
individual, social y politica y con vuestros pensamientos, lo que
probablemente también os lleve a confiar mas en los representantes del
"Homo Mediocris", a creerles mads, a seguirlos, y a cometer incluso
atrocidades por ellos con vuestra propia especie.

Terricola: Eso es realmente interesante, pero ni siquiera yo puedo apagarlo
por completo. Tendria que ser un sobrehumano para eso, sverdad?

Extraterrestre: En realidad no, basta con que utilicéis vuestras posibilidades
y vuestros recursos para experimentaros como una sociedad y comunidad
de unidad planetaria para vivir en paz, solidaridad y hermandad.

Terricola: Ya veo ... Fue un placer verte de nuevo y hablar contigo. Eso
me da esperanza ... Extraterrestre, espera, ahora se me ha vuelto a
olvidar preguntarte como te llamas ...

Dr Rodolfo Valentino is a Director of the Independent European
Sociological Research institute (EUROSOR; www.facebook.com/eurosor),
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and a Director of the Spanish branch based in Santander of the European

Institute for Studies on Migration, Social Inclusion and Intercultural
Learning (IEM), Bonn, Germany (https://migrapolis.de/bim-e-v/;

www.linkedin.com/in/drrodolfovalentino/). He is also responsible for his

and others' IEM publications on ResearchGate and Academia (e.g.

https://independent.academia.edu/RodolfoValentino).

eurosor.iem@gmail.com psciocura.valentino@gmail.com.

Nota

*:Ver Rodolfo Valentino, Folletin: Entrevista con un Extraterrestre’ Forum of
EthnoGeoPolitics Vol.8 No.2, Winter 2020, pp.210-212.

NB: do you have any comments on Valentino’s article? Please send these to
info@ethnogeopolics.org or through contactform at www.ethnogeopolitics.org.
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In 2015 the Mayflower Bookshop in
Leiden moved from Hogewoerd 107 to
Breestraat 65 to expand its repository. In
2016 it moved to Breestraat 142. In early
2020 it opened an additional Book
Outlet Leiden at Breestraat 70, which
offers many books in Dutch and other
non-English languages as well. In late
2021, the latter location became its sole
outlet. In 2022, it opened an additional ‘Meibloem’ (Dutch for Mayflower) bookshop adjacent to it,
selling Dutch and other non-English books there since then (themayflowerbookshop.nl).
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We would like to introduce you to Ms. Jessee Zhang*, a Chinese native who is
passionate about world culture. She is an active member of the Pan-African
Association for Youth Leadership and Training (APANAEF]) and director of the
World Culture Team at Lumumba Editions in DR Congo. She recruits
volunteers who want to share their passion for culture of their society in the
books she subsidises to publish for free (only books about culture). If you are
interested, do not hesitate to contact her (of course, she speaks English).

*: Zhang Shi in Chinese; she is also editor Chinese section in this journal (see
Editorial Board on page 2 of its more recent issues and volumes).

U Afrique ®
d'abord

Jessee
Zhang

-
-

Member of the Pan-African Association
for Youth Leadership and Training
(APANAEF.J)

Director of the World Culture Team at
Lumumba Publishing House.

W: www.editionslumumba.com
E: jessee_zhang@163.com
T:+86 138 1164 6350
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Main Article

The educational biography of Recep Tayyip
Erdogan and the populist psychology

Sheth Jerjis

Abstract Many populist attitudes and behaviours lead to the belief that
the average populist lacks a full educational resume, especially a
university education. Numerous publications have appeared questioning
the possession of university degrees by many populists, including populist
presidents such as Turkey’s president Recep Tayyip Erdogan, India’s president
Narendra Modi and even America’s former president Donald Trump.

A very high number of articles has been published questioning Erdogan’s
entire educational biography, which include strange facts, not only in the
contents of the published documents, but also in the interventions of higher
academic authorities and state departments in Erdogan’s defence. Despite
the abundance of publications on Erdogan’s educational biography and
the documents published around it, to date there has been no article that
exclusively includes all the aspects of the topic.

Toduay, Erdogan, who caused a stir regionally and globally, is considered one of
the biggest populists. A detailed study of the large gaps in his claimed
educational career will certainly help in understanding his populist personality.

In collecting information, we relied mainly on articles published on Turkish
newspaper websites and on listening to Erdogan’s speeches and various
programs discussing Erdogan’s policy on Turkish TV channels.
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It is found that Erdogan’s educational curriculum is full of contradictions,
and that the published documents related to his certificates, particularly
that of the university he supposedly attended, contain flagrant errors.

In terms of the populist personality, all of the Big Five personality traits,
which are extraversion, agreeableness, degree of conscientiousness, level
of openness and emotional stability, contrast with the personality traits of
those who have achieved academic success (see Table 1). Low self-esteem
also dominates the populist personality and the personality of those who
fail academically. Hence it seems that low self-esteem plays an important
role in explaining populist behaviour and approach.

Inthis article, Erdogan’s educational history is discussed in detail and brief
information on the psychology of the populist is provided.

Introduction

Since Erdogan’s appearance on the Turkish political scene and his
assumption of the mayorship of Istanbul in 1994, and then the prime
minister and the presidency of the republic of Turkey with his landslide
victories in many consecutive elections since 2002, he has caused an
uproar in Turkey and in international circles with his personality, his
reckless religious populist policies and his cunning.

Erdogan has peculiarities and behaviours that raise doubts about his
completion of a full educational biography, especially university
education, which is a condition for assuming the position of President
of the Republic in Turkey. Erdogan is attacking opponents and
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governments with harsh words unfamiliar to politicians, cursing the
opposition, stirring up emotions in a naked and naive manner,
constantly distorting topics to mislead the masses, making scandalous
and false accusations to stir up feelings of hatred causing polarization
among the people.

Erdogan also habitually makes abnormal, illogic statements,
undermining the social values of consistency, straightforwardness and
honesty. Typical are the following examples: “Legislature and judiciary
are an ankle strap to me” (Ankut 2017: 23); “Democracy is a tram, we go
where we go, then we get off there” (Kohne 2018); “Sovereignty
unconditionally belongs to the people. It is a great lie. ... Sovereignty
materially and morally unconditionally belongs to God” (Hansanbarsan
2007); and “How is a joint stock company run, Turkey should be run a
like” (Bedri Birdirbir 2015).

As for the abnormalities in Erdogan’s political mentality, these reaches
sometimes the point of delirium. Thus, he says in one of his speeches in
1991 in the city of Geyve, Sakarya Province: “My dear brothers and sisters,
the world is at a new crossroads, at this new crossroads. There are four
channels that merge forming one channel in the future. Of these four
separate channels, one is the Christian world, one is the Jewish world, one
is the atheist world, and one is another, do you call it Shintoism, or ...
whatever you say, there is another religion. They all unite in the future and
together they form the crusader world. Who is against them, who is
against them, who is against them is the Islamic world” (GeyveCom 2021).

Here are some other oddities in Erdogan’s mentality:
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- Although has great difficulties in proving his secondary and
university certificates and the serious errors found in his submitted
documents, he constantly mentions in his speeches that he is an
economist, even if he speaks to the international media (PBS TV 2017).

- Itisknown today that with Erdogan the regime in Turkey has shifted
towards Islamism and authoritarianism (Altinors & Akcay 2022); the
democracy has eroded, the human rights violations have increased and
even the confidence in judiciary has severely declined (Orselli & Bilici
2021; Tai 2020). Despite the great clarity of these negatives during
Erdogan’s rule, which exceeds two decades, he repeatedly emphasises
in his speeches on democratic development in Turkey. In one of his
speeches, Erdogan describe himself by using a quote from Malcolm X: I
am for truth, no matter who tells it. I am for justice, no matter who it is
for or against” (Oder 2021: 473).

Erdogan’s supposed university degree, and even high school diploma,
was and still is questionable in the Turkish press even before he
assumed power in Turkey. He was unable to provide any credible proof
of his university education and his high school diploma. In fact, all the
documents related to his educational history that are circulated in
media circles and state departments, and even those issued by the
university, in which he claims to have studied, contain serious errors.

A populist can be defined as ‘a politician who mobilises the masses to
bring about radical changes in the administrative system’. This process
needs two basic factors, namely the person with populist potential and
the willingness of the masses. Thus, the populist process is or can be in
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itself a legitimate process. However, for reasons having to do with the
nature or tendency of populism in general, legitimacy (law) is violated
in two areas, namely in the means of mobilising the masses and in
bringing about change. At the end, the populist process becomes a
negative process that undermines the stability of society. So, populism
is a non-constructive political approach that is integrated in its means
of using the masses, in its goals of controlling power (rule) and in its
results in carrying out administrative changes.

Thus, populism is a socio-political phenomenon that depends on the
psychology of the populist individual and society. The populist has a
personality and psychological characteristics that give him (or her) such
a huge momentum and a huge ability to achieve his or her objectives,
regardless of whether the populist achievement is positive or negative.
The populist masters the art of developing his or her ideas in the context
of mobilising and directing the masses.

The transformation of pent-up feelings and thoughts into extraordinary
energy can explain the populist impulse. Alfred Adler’s theory provides
one of the definitions for this hypothesis, which is that the feeling of low
self-esteem turns into a sense of superiority and the individual’s attempt
to achieve this superiority. The ‘substitution’ of the psychological
defence mechanism provides another explanation for the populist
impulses, whereby a feeling of low self-esteem (inferiority complex) can
be replaced by a search for a sense of higher self-esteem through
achievement. In either case, since self-esteem is a semi-stable state in
the individual, the feeling of low self-esteem requires the individual to
continually search for a sense of superiority (high self-esteem), which at
the same time implies continued achievement.
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Educational history of Erdogan

Erdogan attended Piyalepasha primary school in Kasimpasha
neighbourhood of Istanbul in 1960 and graduated in 1965. He joined the
Istanbul Imam Khatip School (IH) in Fatih neighbourhood as a boarding
student, completing the school in 1973.

The period of study in IH at that time was seven years, which was
divided in to two stages. Four years as intermediate stage and three years
as high school stage. In 1971, the four-year IH intermediate stage was
abolished and the three-year IH high stage was increased to a four-years,
shortening the years of IH study to four years. Erdogan completed his IH
School in eight years (Celik 2016: 521). This means that Erdogan had at
least a one-year failed class.

The diploma obtainable from the Imam Hatip School in Turkey at that
time was not equivalent to the diploma of general high school.
According to the official biography of Erdogan published on the
electronic page of the Presidency of the Republic of Turkey, he passed
exams for additional lessons in 1973 at Ayyub High School, which
required the equivalence of the diploma taken from Imam Hatip with a
diploma of general high school (Presidency website—see Bibliography).

According to Erdogan’s official biography, which is published in both
the Turkish and English versions on the Turkish Presidency’s website,
he had graduated at the University of Marmara in 1981. This means that
Erdogan had completed his university study in eight years (Ibid).

There are many uncertainties in Erdogan’s entire educational (school)
biography, and there are prominent defects which clearly invalidate
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documents that he has submitted for disseminated. The subject can be
studied under the following headings:

* The inconsistencies in the educational history;
* The critics and complaints;

*  The shortcomings and errors in the published documents.

The inconsistencies in the educational history

If Erdogan’s claim is correct that he joined the Istanbul Academy of
Economic and Commercial Sciences, then according to the history of
this academy published on the Marmara University webpage, Erdogan
attended an institute and not a college. Because the Istanbul Academy
opened institutes between 1972 and 1974, during which time Erdogan
claims that he joined the university, and these institutes turned into
colleges in the 1977-1978 academic stage (Marmara university 2022).

Interestingly, Erdogan did not talk about his university studies, only very
little. He did not respond to the hundreds of criticisms directed at most
of his education stages and published documents with the exception of
a few of them with insufficient responses. Moreover, no one has any
clear and reliable information about his undergraduate studies and
exams to equivalence his certificate from the Imam Khatib School.
According to some sources, Erdogan was not a bright student in IH
(Cakir & Calmuk 2001: 19).

In Turkey, it is accustomed that every school keeps all notes, assessments
and records of its students. The question which arise here is, why the
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schools at which Erdogan studied have never published the documents
related to him. It is well known that the schools, whose students become
president of a country or take up another high position, will certainly
proudly publish their reports, school notes and certificates of that student.
But this have not happened in the case of Erdogan.

It is known from the published information about Erdogan’s education
that in 1973 he graduated from Imam al-Khatib School, studied to
equalise his certificate and passed the exams, then studied for the
university exams, passed the exams and joined the university in the
same year, or the following year according to other sources. These stages
require a lot of preparation, periods of formal study, and many exams
that in fact cannot be completed in the same year or in one year. To
match his Imam Hatip diploma to a general High School diploma,
Erdogan should have studied extra lessons for one year in Eyup high
School and should have passed the exams (Birgun 2021).

Moreover, according to the records of the Imam Al-Khatib School,
Erdogan did not succeed in the lessons on the Arabic language and the
Qur'an in the final exams, which required additional effort in that period
(Dundar 2007). However, not a single document has been provided by
Erdogan or by any other reliable source which proves that Erdogan had
had a diploma of equivalency from Eyyup high school.

Erdogan had completed his alleged university study in eight years, while
according to Article 54 of the University Law at that time the university
student would be dismissed from college if he did not graduate in a
period of one and half times the official period of the study. In the case
of Erdogan, the study period in the Institute of Economics and
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Commercial Sciences was three years; therefore, Erdogan should have
been expelled from the faculty even if the study period was four years,
as Erdogan claims (Sozcu 2016; Cumhuriyet 2015). One should note that
when Erdogan obtained sufficient parliamentary power to change the
Turkish Constitution, the article related to the university study of the
presidential candidate was drafted by deleting the requirement of four
years (Ileri Haber website 2016).

Erdogan claims to have graduated from the Aksaray Faculty of
Commercial Science in 1981. However, there is no reliable evidence that
Erdogan has ever joined and completed this study and the documents
that were published about Erdogan’s education stages are full of errors
(see Photos 1-5 in the Appendix). Here are some notes that refute
Erdogan’s claims:

- No photo taken of Erdogan during his studies at the university was
published, neither by Erdogan nor by his colleagues even though
Turkish politicians and the Turkish press have challenged him to
publish even a single photo that he supposedly took while studying at
the university.

- There is no colleague of Erdogan who gave sufficient and reliable
information about Erdogan’s graduation from the Aksaray faculty of
Commercial Sciences.

- Many students graduated from the same faculty and in the same
academic period, and they did not know or get to know Erdogan during
their studies (Colasan 2014).

- Erdogan talks about his primary school period and his studies in
Imam Khatib High School in an enthusiastic manner in the audio-visual
press, but he never talks about his university life. It is remarkable that
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those who conduct interviews with him do not ask him about his
university life on television programs, especially in the media loyal to
him (Beyaz TV 2013).

- Erdogan, who has filed thousands of lawsuits for the simplest
criticism directed at him, has not sued anyone who wrote or spoke about
the falsity of his graduation certificates, and there are many.

- Yusuf Ziya Ozcan, a former head of the Turkish Higher Education
Council (a government department at the level of a ministry) in which
he served from December 11, 2007 until December 11, 2011, said that he
had searched for Erdogan’s university degree, when he was head of the
council, but could not find it (Duvar 2023).

- According to the Refah Party’s 1994 files, when Erdogan was
candidate of the party and won the elections for the Mayor of Istanbul
province, Erdogan attended university in the “1974-1975” period and
graduated in 1979. Yet Erdogan now claims that he had graduated in 1981
(Odatv 2016).

Erdogan’s insurance record shows that he has been working full-time for
the Istanbul Electric, Tram and Tunnel Company during the years he
claims he was studying at the faculty (Yalcin 2014: 57; Odatv 2015).

The English version of Erdogan’s biography, published on the website of
the Presidency of the Republic of Turkey, states that Erdogan graduated
from the Faculty of Economics and Administrative Sciences (Presidency
website in English), while the Turkish version on the same website
mentions another specialisation, which is the faculty of Economics and
Commercial Sciences (Presidency website in Turkish; see Photo 10).
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The critics and complaints

Although the assessments of the educational stages, teachers’
impressions, reports and grades obtained by Turkish presidents and
prime ministers have been announced by themselves or by official or
unofficial sources, these did not happen with Erdogan. Three
documents related to Erdogan’s alleged university degree were
published (Photos 1, 2, 4), two of them endorsed by two rectors of
Marmara University and another published by the Turkish press. All
these documents contain obvious and serious errors.

Doubts about the legitimacy of Erdogan’s educational certificates came
every time with Erdogan’s attempts to make changes in the Turkish
Constitution. The first of them was in 2007, when Professor Ergun
Ozbudun stated that he had prepared a special constitution for Erdogan
(Odatv 2014). After that, the talk about changing the constitution stopped,
and with it the debate about Erdogan not having a university degree.

With Erdogan announcing his candidacy for the Turkish presidential
elections in 2014, discussions erupted again as to whether or not
Erdogan had a university degree. This question is vital, because one of
the basic conditions for running for the presidency of the Republic of
Turkey is obtaining a four-year university degree.

Among the many complaints was a request for parliamentary
interrogation submitted by MP Ali Ozturk to the Presidency of the
Turkish Parliament, but it was left unanswered (Birgun 2016). In this
regard, another MP, Banig Yarkadas said: “I asked (Prime minister)
Davutoglu and there was no answer. I applied to Marmara University to
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obtain information. They told me that they had replied to Ali Riza
Oztiirk, who was a member of parliament for the previous term, and that
the issue had become public. Unfortunately, the answer is rather vague.
I applied to the supreme board of Information. I expect a response on
the 12th or 15th of this month” (Hacaloglu 2016).

The first official response to discussions about Erdogan not having a
university degree came from a source that has no responsibility to
interfere in such matters. On April 24, 2014, the Rector of Marmara
University, Zafer Gul, got involved in the matter and posted on his
personal Twitter account a statement in response to politicians and
media who claimed that Erdogan did not have a university degree. Gul
published what he called Erdogan’s temporary graduation document
(Photo 1), which contains flaws and deficiencies that give a clear
impression that it is forged. One should know that Rector Zafer Gul was
appointed by the second authority in the Justice and Development Party
(AKP—Adalet ve Kalkinma Partisi) after Erdogan, then president of
Turkish republic Abdullah Gul (Firat 2016; Odatv 2015, 2014).

To prevent further investigations into Erdogan’s university degree, the
Fifth Anatolian Criminal Court in Istanbul decided on July 18, 2014 to
block access to Marmara University’s certificate archive (Birgun 2016).

Meanwhile, Professor Yusuf Halacoglu, the deputy head of the
parliamentary group of the National Movement Party (Milli Hareket
Partisi), of that time had published the temporary graduation document
of Erdogan (Photo 1), which the rector Gul published, and a duplicate of
Erdogan’s certificate (Photo 2 & 3). He confirmed that the period of
study at the Aksaray High School of Commercial Sciences was three
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years, making Erdogan ineligible to become the President of the
Republic of Turkey (Sozcu 2016B).

On September 17, 2015, investigative writer Ergun Poyraz, who wrote
several articles and a book on Erdogan’s life, published for the first time
another duplicate of Erdogan (Photos 4, 5) explaining when, why, and
where the three (Photo 1, 2, 4) published documents belonging to
Erdogan were organised (Odatv 2015).

On June 10, 2016, this second duplicate (Photo 4) of Erdogan’s alleged
university degree was officially posted on the Peoples' Democratic Party
(HDP) Twitter account with the following note: “Upon our application,
we share the notarized diploma sample sent by YSK” (Yiiksek Secim
Kurulu—Supreme Election Council)” (HDP 2016).

On September 28, 2015, the People’s Liberation Party (HKP—Halkin
Kurtulug Partisi) submitted a request to the supreme election council
demanding the dismissal of its president on the grounds that he had
approved Erdogan’s candidacy for the presidential elections based on
Erdogan’s forged university degree (Sozcu 2015).

None of the official and unofficial complaints submitted to government
agencies concerned with obligating Erdogan to produce his university
degree or verifying the authenticity of his documents, which contain
errors that would render these invalids, have not been reasonably
answered.

With Erdogan’s accelerating steps towards imposing an Islamic
character on the Turkish secular system and his relentless march
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towards tyranny, he began preparations in 2016 to change the Turkish
Constitution towards presidential dictatorship to greatly increase
Erdogan’s powers.

Debates broke out again in the Turkish media and among Turkish
politicians and intellectuals about whether Erdogan had a university
degree or not and about doubts about Erdogan’s published documents
submitted to government departments. Once again, complaints began
to be submitted to the competent authorities, to demand confirmation
of the legitimacy of Erdogan’s documents, including complaints by
members of Parliament to the Presidency of Parliament, as for example:

- In April 2016, a parliamentarian from Ankara, Ali Haydar Hakverdi,
submitted a request to the administration of Marmara University to
obtain information about Erdogan’s university degree. In June 2016,
Hakverdi submitted another request for parliamentary interrogation
about the validity of Erdogan’s university degree (Birgun 2016).

- In June 2016, a parliamentarian from Istanbul, Baris Yarkadas,
submitted a request for parliamentary interrogation about the validity
of Erdogan’s university degree (Hacaloglu 2016).

- In June 2016, the former head of the Turkish Union of judges and
prosecutors, Omer Faruk Eminagaoglu, submitted a request to the
supreme election council to investigate the university degree which
Erdogan had submitted to the council. The council rejected the request
unanimously (Sozcu 2016C).

- In the same month, Eminagaoglu opened a lawsuit against the
Rector of Marmara University, accusing him of illegal behaviour, failure
to fulfil duty requirements and abuse of office (Cumhuriyet 2016).
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- In July 2017, the People’s Liberation Party brought the claim that
President FErdogan’s university certificate was forged to the
Constitutional Court (HKP 2017). The party also submitted various
requests to various authorities such as Marmara University, requesting
information about Erdogan’s university degree.

- On1o October 2016, the deputy head of the Republican People’s Party
(RPP—Cumbhuriyet Halk Partisi), Tur Yildiz Bicer, submitted a
parliamentary interpellation to the Presidency of the Turkish
Parliament, asking: what is the diploma that President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan gave to the Turkish army departments so that he could serve as
a reserve officer? The Turkish parliament responded to the questioning
by saying that the relevant documents had been destroyed (News site
2016; see Photo 6 in the Appendix).

All complaints remained without result, whether they were rejected from
the outset or excuses were made that the matter could not be investigated.
Then came the legal step to obstruct the scrutiny of Erdogan’s diploma on
April 30, 2018, when the supreme election council abolished the
requirement to attest the university degree from a notary public for those
who run for the presidential and parliamentary elections. This is because
Erdogan does not have a legally documented university degree. On May 2,
2018, parliamentarian Mehmet Tum asked in a parliamentary debate, “Has
this decision been taken by the supreme election council in Favor of
President Erdogan?” (Ahval 2018; see Photo 7 in the Appendix).

Shortcomings and errors in the published documents of Erdogan

It seems that Erdogan did not need the graduation document except
when absolutely necessary and in cases outside his specialisation. And
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every time he provided a document other than the one that preceded it.
The first time Erdogan needed a graduation document was when the
time to perform his compulsory military service came. And in order to
shorten the period and serve as a reserve officer, he prepared the first
certificate, which was the temporary graduation document (Photo 1).
Then Erdogan presented the graduation document on two other
occasions. The first occasion was in 1994 when he ran for the position
of mayor of Istanbul, as he prepared the first duplicate (Photo 2). The
second occasion was when Erdogan planned to run for the
presidency of the Republic of Turkey in 2014, so he provided the
second duplicate then (Photo 4).

As for the published documents regarding Erdogan’s graduation from
the university, these are the following:

1. Temporary graduation document;

2. The first duplicate;

3. The second duplicate.

1. The Temporary Graduation Document (Photo 1)

This document was presented in April 2016 by Zafer Gul, the Rector of
Marmara University, who claimed that it was Erdogan’s temporary
graduation document, even though it contained serious errors.

The Temporary Graduation Document is not a university diploma, but
rather a document given to a graduate when he needs a certificate that
has not yet been completed. According to the Marmara University, the
Temporary Graduation Document is valid for six months (Marmara
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University 2023, Marmara University 2018). It is usual for the entity to
which the temporary graduation document is brought to require the
original certificate when it is issued.

Before this document was published by Gul, no one knew about it. As
for the original copy of this document, no one has seen it. In September
2015, National Party (Ulusal Parti) chairman and journalist Gokce Firat
declared that Erdogan had possibly used this document to perform his
military service as a reserve officer, as Erdogan claimed, otherwise he
should have served as a regular soldier (Firat 2016). As mentioned above,
the parliamentarian Bicer submitted a request to the Presidency of the
Turkish Parliament asking to investigate which university degree
Erdogan used for military service, which remained without reaching to
a conclusion.

The Rector of Marmara University defended the authenticity of this
document. One should note that it is not the responsibility of the
university rector to defend the validity of such documents (certificates),
especially those related to senior state officials such as the prime minister.
As mentioned above, one of the former presidents of the Union of Judges
and Prosecutors opened a lawsuit against the President of Marmara
University in this context (Cumhuriyet 2016). Additionally, the document
contains many serious errors. In addition, the Rector of the university did
not provide any evidence to substantiate his claim. There are specialised
departments in every country responsible for verifying the authenticity of
official documents or detecting forgeries in documents.

Gul indicated that Erdogan studied at the university for four years,

without referring to any source. In contrast, there are Turkish academic
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authorities claiming that Erdogan studied at an institute where the
study period was three years (Sozcu 2016B; Cumhuriyet 2016B).

Another Rector of Marmara University, Muhammad Emin Arat, who
claims to be Erdogan’s classmate in the same faculty, does not write in
his autobiography that he graduated from Marmara University as
Erdogan does, but rather writes that he graduated from the Istanbul
Academy of Economic and Commercial Sciences (Arat Biography,
Marmara university website).

As for the major errors in this temporary graduation document of
Erdogan, particularly when compared to another original document
(Photo 8), these are:

- The design and title of the document is neither a design nor a title of
a temporary graduation document, but rather a design and title of a
regular graduation certificate. For a temporary graduation document, its
title must be a temporary graduation document of another design (Zileli
2023).

- On this document is written in Erdogan’s handwriting the phrase “I
received by hand the original of my temporary graduation document” and
this phrase is signed by Erdogan’s signature. The writing of such phrases
on any temporary graduation document by the document holder is
illegal, and the content of the writing is wrong as well. There is no
document called ‘an original temporary graduation document'.

- There is no picture of the owner of the document (Erdogan), which
is mandatory in such a document.

- There is no the stamp of the school that gave the document. This is
also mandatory.

- The Dean’s signature is forged.
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In mid-2016, the pro-Erdogan press published a number of photos of
Erdogan in the uniform of a reserve officer among a group of reserve
officers, claiming that the photos were taken during Erdogan’s military
service. The purpose of publishing these photos of Erdogan was to
convince the Turkish public that they are proof that Erdogan is a four-
year university graduate (Kokdemir 2016).

To reiterate, Erdogan used the temporary graduation document when
he joined the army (Firat 2016). According to Erdogan’s provisional
graduation document, he graduated from the Faculty of Economics and
Commercial Sciences on April 3, 1981, and joined the military service in
March of 1982 (Yalcin 2014: 86). This means that Erdogan’s temporary
graduation document was no longer valid when he joined the military.
As mentioned above, the temporary graduation document is only valid
for six months (Marmara University 2018).

Based on these facts, this temporary graduation document belonging to
Erdogan is invalid, even false or forged.

2. The First duplicate (Photos 2, 3)

According to Marmara University, the definition of a duplicate is as
follows: “If the original certificate is lost, torn, or damaged to the point
of being unusable, a new design duplicate is issued in a new format. The
original diploma number must be written on the duplicate. The
applicants for a duplicate should attach two photos of the graduate and
the damaged or torn certificate. The address, name, surname, and
occupation of the signatories are written on the signature and approval
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sections of the duplicate, as on the original certificate, but without the
signatures” (Arat Biography, Marmara University 2018).

Although this duplicate appeared in 2014, investigative writer Ergun
Poyraz posted it on his Facebook and Twitter accounts in September 2015,
explaining when, why and where this duplicate was organised. According
to Poyraz and various other sources, it was prepared in 1994 for use by
Erdogan in the Istanbul mayoral elections, which he won (Poyraz 2015).

There are several major errors in this first duplicate related to Erdogan’s
university degree, namely:

- Erdogan did graduate neither from Marmara University nor from the
Faculty of Economics and Administrative Sciences of Marmara
University as it is written on the duplicate. Marmara University was not
yet established in the year 1981, as is written on the invalid provisional
graduation document.

Moreover, if Erdogan actually had graduated from a college as he claims,
then he had graduated from the Faculty of Commercial Sciences, not
Administrative Sciences—and not from Marmara University, but rather
from the Istanbul Academy of Economics and Commercial Sciences,
according to his invalid Temporary graduation document (Photo 1).

It seems that the position of mayor and the political field are areas of
administrative competence, so the administration specialisation is
more suitable for Erdogan; so the specialty of commerce had been
replaced by the specialty of administration. Such changes in the essence
of the testimony can only occur in forged documents and in a case full
of large and prominent forgeries, as in the case of educational
certificates related to Erdogan. As it is mentioned above, this error also
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appears when comparing the biography of Erdogan published on the

website of the Presidency of the Republic of Turkey, as it is written in

the English section (administrative) and in the Turkish section

(commercial). Erdogan’s change of field of specialty from commercial to

administrative with such ease indicates his willingness to manipulate
and distort facts.

In accordance with the conditions of Marmara University to grant a

duplicate of the university degree to the graduate:

o The original certificate must be lost, torn or damaged to the
point of being unusable. In the first possibility, the news of the loss
of the original certificate must be published at the time in a
newspaper and in the second possibility, the damaged original
certificate must be presented. In either case, there is no information
about Erdogan providing the required evidence.
o The original certificate number must be written on a
duplicate. But Erdogan does not have an original certificate. Even the
number on this duplicate is not the same as on the only error-riddled
document Erdogan submitted about his alleged university studies,
the invalid temporary graduation document.
o There must be a photo of the owner of the certificate on a
duplicate. There is no photo of Erdogan on this duplicate.
0 The address, name, surname and profession of the
signatories, which are written on the signature and approval sections
of the original certificate, should be written on a duplicate, but
without the signatures. But:

e Erdogan does not have an original certificate which show an

address, name, surname and profession of the signatories;
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e The names of rector and the dean on this duplicate of Erdogan
are not the same as the names on his invalid temporary
graduation document, which Erdogan illegally uses as an
original certificate.

3. The Second duplicate (Photo 4, 5)

It is not clear why Erdogan needed a second duplicate. The only two
main differences between the first duplicate and this one is the
difference in design and the presence of the signatures of the dean of the
college and the rector of the university in this second copy. As it is
mentioned above, according to Marmara University there should not be
any signatures on the duplicate.

On June 3, 2016, the second rector of Marmara University, Mehmet Emin
Arat, published on the university’s website a four-page statement
bearing his signature giving an almost complete educational biography
of Erdogan, which included various discrepancies and inaccuracies. The
statement supported the authenticity of documents related to Erdogan’s
alleged university diploma. According to Arat, this duplicate was issued
on April 1, 2011 (Arat 2016).

It seems that Erdogan participated with the rector of Marmara
University, Mehmet Emin Arat, in writing the latter’s statement about
Erdogan’s educational career, because Erdogan was at Marmara
University on the same day that Arat published his report on Erdogan
and gave a speech there. In his speech, Erdogan spoke in a manner as if
he was ordering the academic staff of the university to bring for him a
university degree in any way. This is what Erdogan said:
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“They started a discussion these days about whether he (Meaning
himself) has a diploma or not. Extract it from the archive, will you
publish it, what will you do? ... Maybe they will believe it if the rector
declares” (T24 2016).

In addition, Erdogan gave in his speech some key points about his
alleged university graduation, which the university president had
included in his statement. The statement included detailed and minute
information about Erdogan’s educational biography, as only people
close to the person can know this information, or the person himself
provided this information to the other directly (Ibid).

When this second duplicate of Erdogan’s university degree was prepared
in 2011, the Rector of Marmara University was Zafer Gul, who published
the first statement in April 2014 and supported the authenticity of
Erdogan’s suspicious documents. Gul's deputy at that time was Mehmet
Emin Arat, who became rector of Marmara University in 2014 and
published the second lengthy statement in June 2016 to support the
authenticity of Erdogan’s alleged documents. Note that the appointments
of university presidents were and still are made mainly by Erdogan.

The following are some comments on the statement of the President of
Marmara University, Muhammad Amin Arat, about Erdogan’s alleged
university degree:

- Arat described all criticisms of Erdogan’s education as baseless and
contradictory to facts. As in the case of the statement of the former
university rector, Zafer Gul, Arat did not provide any evidence to
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support his claims or to prove the invalidity of the many serious
criticisms of all of Erdogan’s educational stages.

- Arat claimed that Erdogan graduated with a good grade from 41
lessons, which contradicts the fact that Erdogan completed his studies
in eight years. Nor did Arat give any document to prove his claim, and
there is no publication or neutral or independent source that supports
such a claim.

- Arat indicated that Erdogan had graduated from the administrative
department of the faculty and not from the commercial department,
although according to the invalid temporary graduation document that
Arat himself relies on, and on which all other documents related to
Erdogan’s university degree are based, it is written that Erdogan studied
commercial sciences and not administrative sciences (Photo 1).

- Asin the first duplicate, the names of the rector and dean mentioned
in this duplicate also are not the same as the names in Erdogan’s invalid
temporary graduation document.

- Itis known that Erdogan claims that Arat graduated from the same
faculty as him. Arat defends the mentioning in Erdogan’s educational
biography that he had graduated from the faculty of economics and
commercial sciences at Marmara University. But Arat himself writes in
his own biography that he is a graduate of the Istanbul Academy of
economic and commercial sciences (Arat biography).

- In 201, when Marmara University issued this second duplicate of
Erdogan’s university diploma which contains a number of significant
errors, Arat was the Vice Rector of the university (Ibid).

- In2013, when Arat was the vice Rector of the university of Marmara, the
university awarded Erdogan a honorary doctorate in political sciences.

- In 2014, Erdogan had appointed Arat as Rector of Marmara
University (Ibid).
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This second duplicate of Erdogan’s certificate has been attested by a
Notary, which cannot be achieved without seeing the original
certificate. Because when attesting, it is necessary for the notary to see
the original and to write on the back of the document that it is identical
to the original certificate. However, without the original certificate, the
notary attested the duplicate, writing on it “It is identical to the original”.

The Turkish Notary Public Union has punished an employee of the
notary office, who has certified this duplicate (the second), with a
warning penalty. Erdogan submitted this duplicate, which is full of
errors and illegally certified by a notary, to the supreme election council
as a candidate for the Presidency of the Republic of Turkey and was
approved by the council. All complaints submitted to the supreme
election council requesting the rejection of Erdogan’s candidacy or
investigation of the authenticity of his documents (Cumhuriyet 2019).

On the other hand, to certify any document with the notary, the owner
of the document must either bring the document himself to the notary
or give the mandate to another person to complete the transaction.
There is no evidence that these two possibilities have been realised. The
person who brought this duplicate of Erdogan’s certificate to the notary
for certification was Hasan Tukenmez, Erdogan’s office director’s driver,
Hasan Dogan (Cumbhuriyet 2019B).

It seems that the first duplicate (Photos 2, 3) of Erdogan’s university
certificate was illegally prepared outside Marmara University;
otherwise, Marmara University would not have prepared a duplicate
(Photos 4, 5) for the second time, or the rectors of Marmara University

Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics Vol.11 Nos.1-2 Winter 2023

144



, Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics

P

who provided detailed information about Erdogan’s education would
have referred to it. Moreover, its design is not a design affiliated with
Marmara University.

Another document (Photo g)

The Alumni Directory of Istanbul Academy of Economics and
Commercial Sciences, Faculty of Commercial Sciences for the year1980-
1981 (Odatv 2016B) contains detailed information about the student’s
university life, including full name, dates of study periods including date
of entry to university and date of graduation, student number, student
photos with short notes, and statements about their behaviour and
personalities. The directory also includes the names of the members of
the directory’s preparation committee, the names of the rector, dean of
the faculty, vice-rectors and lecturers.

Among the information that is given in the Alumni directory about a
student is how his attendance at the faculty has been, for example: “He
came to school occasionally”, “He neglected school”, “He came to school
only on exam days” and “He continued school and work together”.
Erdogan constantly uses the chaotic years of the 1970s in Turkey as an
excuse for that no one knows anything about his university life orno one
has seen him at university.

In March 2016, Turkish newspapers published an alumni directory for
the faculty from which Erdogan claims he ha d graduated, and for the
same year of graduation, i.e. 1981. There was no information at all in it
about Erdogan.
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In the directory there are different pictures of students at different
stages of study, inside and outside the school, with lecturers, on school
trips and in sports teams. Erdogan is not present even in these photos.
As Erdogan is known for his interest and professionalism in football, and
his joining football teams in the Turkish League. However, he is not
present even in the school’s football team photos. Notably it is stated in
the directory that no student has been excluded.

Populist psychology

A large number of populists emerged over the past two decades across
the globe; some of them have strong populist behaviours, and they
succeeded in winning power: some of them ruled for many years, and
many are still ruling. They made radical changes to the systems of
governing of their states, and sometimes turned it upside down.

Since years, the academic community and the global media are
intensively discussing populism and populist leaders in their negative
meanings. There are factors at the core of the populist approach that
make it deviate from the usual way of conducting politics.

Populism is a political approach that relies mainly on a leader and the
use of feelings, as one person plays the primary role in obtaining and
maintaining the support of great masses. Relying exclusively on the
leader and exploiting feelings (emotions) often leads to:

- Deviations in appealing to the masses
Having the support of so many masses make deviations in addressing
the people inevitable, such as polarising communities (Roberts 2021)
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and exploiting national, religious, patriotic sentiments, or the
grievances of poverty of the economically disadvantaged.

- Abuse of the power

Maintaining the support of so many masses and making radical changes
in the ruling system makes the abuse of power inevitable.

There are many other downsides to populist behaviour:

- Misleading statements and disinformation are at the heart of
populist discourse (Heinrich 2017);

- The populist uses hate speech, profanity and arbitrary
interpretations, and does not hesitate to tell lies (Dale 2021) (Endnote 1);
- The populists frequently use conspiracy theories, and they are good
at creating enemies for the people, the state and the country, both
internally and externally (Bergmann 2018);

- The demonisation of the opposition and the emotional pressure on
the masses are among the main features of populism;

- Abusing democracy is considered one of the most serious negative
aspects of the populist approach (Kyle & Mounk 2018) (Endnote 2) and
they easily violate laws and legislation and even the constitution
(Adamidis 2021; Kovalcik 2022).

Thus, the populist approach is a massive effort by almost always one
individual and a challenge to large segments of society, such as the entire
existing political system, the press, minorities and human rights defenders.

All these specifications reveal a typical personality with different yet
mutually reinforcing characteristics. The foremost among these
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characteristics are an unbridled desire for supremacy and domination,
huge ability to work and persuade and the lack of hesitation in misusing
rules, laws, and even moral and social values.

In this case, education, which today occupies a large part of the practices of a
person’s daily life, must have a role in influencing the populist’s psychology
and personality, and consequently on his behaviour and politics. The voters’
lack of education, let alone higher education with a university degree, also
plays important roles in the emergence of populism (Brewer 2020).

Although education is considered one of the basic functions of the state
and society as a whole—and aims to educate people about values that
benefit society, which is also one of the main goals of United Nations
institutions concerned with education (Bergan & Damian 2010: 122-123)
there nowadays are ethical failures and challenges in universities and
other places of higher education at the global level, which require that
ethics and values be placed at the centre of attention when searching
for solutions (Prisacariu & Shah 2016: 152).

The emergence of populism, which has the unconstructive
characteristics mentioned above, undermining the familiar political
and social foundations, cannot be explained by the inadequacy of the
education system alone. In trying to justify education or at least so one
should not exclusively blame lack of proper, ethical education entirely
for the rise of populism, it can be found that many seasoned populists
lack a full educational biography.

As shown above, Erdogan lacks true milestones in his educational
career, and his lack of university education is almost constant. Just as
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there are many doubts about the educational biography of America’s
former President Donald Trump (Valania 2019; Elliott 2011), there are
flaws in the story of university studies by India’s prime minister
Narendra Modi, and the doubts are still circulating in the media
(Bhattacharya 2018). Regarding Bolivia’s former president Evo Morales,
even his high school education is questionable. Bulgaria’s former prime
minister Boyko Borisov began working as a firefighter after graduating
from high school, which did not require a university education; then he
graduated in the ranks of the Communist Party earning through there
his university degrees. South Africa’s former president and veteran
populist Jacob Zuma never went to school.

An analysis of the relationship between the populist’s Big Five
personality traits, (academic) achievement or good performance and
self-esteem, reveals crucial characteristics (Table 1):

- The five big personality traits data of the populist show a complete
mismatch with the personality traits of (academic) performance and/or
achievement;

- Low self-esteem dominates the personality of the populist, while genuine
high self-esteem dominates the personality of an individual with high
performance and/or good achievement in higher (academic) education
(Infante & Marin 2008; Soufi, Damirchi & Sedghi 2014; Aryana 2010; Hearn
2019: 44; Kumar 2017);

- The fact is that the populist actually realises a very great achievement,
which does not mean that this achievement is positive, contradicting the
classic equation that low self-esteem generally leads to a low level of
achievement or performance;
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- Here, the role of extraversion appears as one of the five main personality
traits of the populist, which has a positive relationship with high self-esteem
(McCarthy 2017). Extreme extroversion is also one of the absolute
necessities of populist behaviour. In other words, a populist must be
extremely extroverted in order to attract the masses and win their support;
- It may be that the populist’s extreme extroversion helps him realise
great achievements as over-compensation for his generally state of low self-
esteem, which is considered against achievement or good performance;

- The four non-constructive traits (low agreeableness, low degree of
conscientiousness, low level of openness, and low emotional stability) of the
Big Five personality traits of the populist that are all associated with low self-
esteem, can explain the negative aspects of populist behaviour (personality);
- The individual’s sense of self (self-esteem) is generally present at the age
of five, will be relatively stable at the age of eleven, and then remains
relatively constant throughout one’s life (McElroy 2015; Ducharme 2018).
Usually, personality traits begin to emerge after many years, in adolescence
(Thill 2019). Since low self-esteem appears and settles before the
appearance and establishment of personality traits, then what is the role of
low self-esteem in building the personality traits of the populist? In other
words, what is the role of feeling inferior (inferiority complex) in the
emergence of populism? A subject that needs to be studied further.

The hypothesis is that the individual replaces his general state of
(extreme) low self-esteem with (extreme) extraversion, which is a
component of positive self-esteem (substitution), giving rise to the
populist personality. In other words, the general condition of the
populist’s extremely low self-esteem excites and amplifies his
extroverted state, creating the populist’s tremendous ability to win over
large masses and achieve and maintain supremacy and superiority.
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Table 1 Relation between the big five personality traits, academic
achievement (performance) and self-esteem of the populist

Populist Self 1| Achi 1t (Academic) Self-esteem®
Extraversion! Positive Introvert Negative
Low agreeableness! Negative High agreeableness Positive

Low degree of conscientiousness® |Negative High degree of conscientiousness |Positive

Low level of openness? Negative High level of openness Positive

Low emotional stability? Negative High emotional stability Positive

1. Nai & Martinez i Coma 2019; Nai 2019. 2. Nai 2019; Czikora 2015.
3.Nai & Martinez i Coma 2019. 4. Amirazodi 2011; Eswari, Kaur & Kavitha 2019.
5. Amirazodi 2011; Eswari, Kaur & Kavitha 2019; Infante & Marin 2008.

Conclusion

This study shows that the absence of the original university degree for
Erdogan is the main reason for the failure of his attempts to prove that he
obtained a university degree. All his attempts are based on what Erdogan
calls a temporary graduation document (Photo 1), which contains errors
that clearly make it invalid. The other problem with validating Erdogan’s
claim that he has a university degree, is that even the invalid provisional
graduation document has not been investigated, and has not been
seen—simply because it does not exist.

Two of the rectors of Marmara University were involved in defending
Erdogan, that is, in defending the invalid temporary graduation document;
they tried to justify its validity without providing evidence. They even issued
a duplicate (Photo 4) of this document, which in turn contains major
errors—even according to the conditions of Marmara University itself.
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It is a fact that the individual’s lack of any educational stage or degree
does not necessarily reflect on his behaviour or personality. But naivety,
contradictions, inconsistencies, the absence of boundaries in the
individual’'s words and actions, and anomalies in his or her opinions can
be clear indications of his or her low level of education. Not to mention
that the populist often violates laws and the social values that are—or
should be—among the primary aims of education. Many of these
characteristics are evident in Erdogan’s rhetoric and behaviour. Note
that Erdogan made religious and national political rhetoric a passion of
his, and took politics as a profession since his youth in high school,
which made him improve and master the art of political rhetoric.

Despite the big and continuous uproar in the Turkish press about Erdogan’s
illegal graduation documents, especially about actually forging these, it was
not taken into account by any relevant government departments—which
indicates the extent of Erdogan’s (or populist's) dominance over the state’s
executive and judicial departments and his or her control over the feelings
of the masses who perpetuate their support for him or her.

The course of the story of discussions of Erdogan’s certificates, which is
the subject of this study, is a clear indication of Erdogan’s imposition of
falsehood on society. It indicates other primary characteristics of Erdogan
and populists in general too, namely “misleading” and “unbridled desire”
to obtain and maintain power as well insistently “violating laws”.

Many factors play a major role in how society accepts such impolite
behaviour, perpetuates its support for the populist in question and
keeps him or her in power, as in the case of Erdogan.
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Among the main reasons for this phenomenon are:

- Daily needs occupy the attention of a large percentage of society,
especially in developing countries such as Turkey;

- Alarge percentage of the society does not reach to news and for many
reasons, including the lack of internet penetration in many remote regions
in developing countries;

- The populist subjugates most of the media to him- or herself, which
never publish news against the government; Erdogan is a typical example
in this context;

- The populists are supported mainly by the less educated, “simple”
people (Brewer 2020) who have a very low reading tradition. Note that the
low reading tradition includes many other sections in a community.

There is a high possibility that Erdogan or any other populist is aware of
these social characteristics, because it seems that influencing the masses is
an instinctive state of the populist or he or she has mastered it later in life.

The other major factor accounting for the acceptance of such behaviour by a
large proportion of society is the underlying ideology on which the populists
rely on exploiting the sentiments of the masses. Adherence to Islamist
behaviour by the country’s leadership and administration prompts the
Islamic(ised) masses to provide absolute support to any politician, here
Erdogan.

In addition, Erdogan is exploiting the sentiments of nationalism and
patriotism as well. Such ideologies are sacred to the hardliners, and they are
sufficient to maintain the support of the masses and keep the populist in
power despite all his or her negative behaviour patterns. Here the creation
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of polarisation is a natural consequence of populism, because hardliners
view others as enemies,especially their immediate opponents. This is very
evident in the speeches of Erdogan and Devlet Bahceli, the leader of the
National Movement party, which they present weekly in parliament.

One should bear in mind that religion or Islam plays an equally important
role as ethnicity, perhaps even more so, in Turkish nationalism. Economic
deprivation in itself or as a secondary factor is a powerful synergist with
extremist ideologies in creating populism.

As regarding a typical populist, such as Erdogan, Orban, and Morales, who
is characterised by an unusual orientation and an extraordinary ability to
mobilise large masses, challenge large social strata and continue to cling to
power, indicate that the populist is characterised by strong psychological
motive(s), which at the same time means strong desire(s). For example, an
exaggerated sense of responsibility or excessive sensitivity to inequity and
injustice or any other motive.

Since the feeling of low self-esteem, which at the same time means a feeling
of inferiority or an inferiority complex, dominates the populist personality
(Table 1), the question that arises here, is the inferiority complex the main
motive in the formation of the populist personality, and thus the cause of
its negative aspects?

Note that some of the most important factors causing low self-esteem are
present in Erdogan’s case, such as extreme poverty and extreme exposure
to violence in childhood. Erdogan was a naughty and bad-mouthed child;
therefore, he was subjected to constant punishments from his father. For
instance, his father once tied Erdogan to a fan on the ceiling of a room. Also,
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low self-esteem leads to academic failure, and academic failure in turn
constitutes another cause of low self-esteem.

Note that the personality of the populist and the personality of the voter
who votes for him or her has received a good share of attention of
researchers hitherto. However, studying other psychological aspects of the
populist individual may add crucial insights to our understanding of the
populist phenomenon.

Two of the important factors explaining the emergence of populism and the
increase in the number of populists are: first, the massive advances in the
means of communication in recent decades that have allowed politicians
to reach large audiences constantly and maintain communication easily.
Secondly, the democratic developments and their spread that have made it
possible for anyone to engage in politics. Moreover, the developments and
spread of the principles of human rights expanded freedom of thought and
expression and narrowed the scope of responsibility for speech, which
opened the way for misuse of political discourse in particular. It seems that
these two factors will continue to develop, which will logically lead to the
development of populism and the increase of the number of populists.
Consequently, it is of vital importance that populism becomes part of the
curricula in schools and universities.

Sheth Jerjis is Chairperson of the Iraqi Turkmen Human Rights Research
Foundation (Stichting Onderzoekscentrum Iraaks Turkmeense
Mensenrechten (SOITM) in Dutch) based in Nijmegen, the Netherlands.
sjerjis@kpnmailnl soitm@turkmen.nl
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Endnotes

Note1 Some examples of the many inconsistences in Erdogan’s speeches.

Forum
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In 1994, Erdogan said: “Sovereignty belongs unconditionally to the
nation, it is a great lie”. After taking power, Erdogan started to say the
opposite. As on 5 September 2010, Erdogan said: “Because sovereignty
belongs unconditionally to the nation, is there any doubt?”

On 5 December 2013, Erdogan said: “There was no airport. It came
to Mus with us”. But the Airport of the province of Mug was opened
to civil traffic in 1992, ten years before AKP came to power.

On 1 June 2018, Erdogan said: “Was there an airport in the province
of Adiyaman? We have built, we.” The airport of Adiyaman was put
in service four years before AKP came to power.

On 26 December 2010, Erdogan said: “Dear Friends, the language of
my nation is one, this is the Turkish nation”. On 27 May 2011, he said:
“I said neither one language nor one religion. Nowhere do I have
made such a statement, because they are a lie machine”.

The following statement was made regarding the permission for the
Blue Marmara operation, which concerns and is called after a
passenger ship known for its participation in the Gaza Freedom
Flotilla and the deadly confrontation by the Israeli army on 31 May
2010. On 17 July 2014, Erdogan said: “Who is the authority, are they
the loved ones in the south? If we are the authority in Turkey, we
have already given permission. But for them is Israel”.

On 29 June 2016, Erdogan said, “Did you ask the prime minister of
the day that you are bringing such humanitarian aid?”.
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Note 2 In this regard, there are Netanyahu's attempts to rein in the
judiciary, Erdogan’s relentless march towards dictatorship, constitutional
changes, for Morales to preserve his presidency despite the laws and
Trump’s attempts to politicise America’s judiciary system and influence
the supreme court.
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https://www.tccb.gov.tr/en/receptayyiperdogan/biography/
http://www.tccb.gov.tr/receptayyiperdogan/biyografi/

£
>

Zileli, U. (2023), ‘Ortaya ¢ctkmayan diplomanin enteresan macerasi! (The

interesting adventure of the diploma that does not appear!) Korkusuz,

25 March 2023. www.korkusuz.com.tr/ortaya-cikmayan-diplomanin-

enteresan-macerasi.html.

NB: do you have any comments on Sheth Jerjis article? Please send these to
info@ethnogeopolitic.org or by contactform at www.ethnogeopolitics.org.
To reiterate, we at the Editorial Board state in our ‘Call and Guidelines for

Contributions’ in every issue and volume of our journal that any
controversial a/o contestable article published here “does not necessarily
mean that we approve of everything that these contributors may say. The
contributors themselves are responsible and accountable for their
statements”—even if any of them happen to be editors of our journal.
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Photo1 Erdogan’s Temporary Graduation document
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Photo 2 The First duplicate of Erdogan

4 Yusuf Halacoglu &
¥ @yusufhalacoglu
Bu diploma eksik olan imzalar.Universite 1982 temmuzda

kuruldu.Mezuniyet 1981.

Translate Tweet

8:01PM - Apr24,2014
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Photo 3 The back of the first duplicate of Erdogan
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Photo 4 The second duplicate of Erdogan
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Photo 5 The back of the second duplicate of Erdogan
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Photo 6
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A request for interrogation from parliamentarian Tur Yildiz
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Photo7  Thelaw abolishing the requirement to attest the university
certificate, which is submitted to the supreme election
council, by the public notary

TURKIYE BUYUK MILLET MECLIS
- /

ANASAYFA BASKAN | MILLETVEKILLERI YASAMA DENETIM TUTANAKLAR GUNDEM | KURUMSAL | YAYINLAR

Vilksek Segim Kurutunun noter onayl diploma kosutunu katdirmasinin gerekgesini ve AKP Genel
Baskant Recep Tayyip Erdog i P a2 paylasip p 1
ddrenmek istedigine iliskin actiktamasi

Yasama Vil 3
Birlegim: 94
Tarih 02052018

MEHMET TUM (Balikesir) - Tesekkar ederim Sayin Baskan

30 Nisan Pazartesi gunu Resmi Gazete'de yayinianan kararla. Yuksek Secim Kurulu, Cumhurbaskanlial
ve millstvekilligi genel seqimlerinds adaylik basvurusu yapanlann onayli diplomays ibraz stmelerine dair
kosulu kaldirmistr.

HukOmete soruyorum: Yuksek Secim Kurulunun noter onayl diploma kosulunu kaldirmasinin gerekgesi
nedir? Yuksek Segim Kurulu bu kararla. 16 Nisanda muhirsaz oylan kabul ettigi gibi simdi de maharsaz DUYURULAR
diplomalari mi kabul edecektir? Yaksek Segim Kurulunun bu kararinin Cumhurbagkani Erdogan igin alindigi
iddialart dogru mudur? AKP Genel Baskani Erdogan. Yaksek Segim Kuruluna basvurusunda ibraz edecegi
diplomayi kamuoyuyla paylasacak midir? Ulkemizin gelecegi diplomasiz yoneticilere mi emanet
edilecektir? (CHP siralarindan alkislar)

Genel Duyurular
Sinav Duyurusu #5
Insan Kaynaklan Staj Duyurusu 24

Safjlk Duyurulan
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Photo8  An original certificate belonging to another person who
graduated from the same faculty that Erdogan claims to
have graduated from
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Photog  Alumni Directory of graduates of the Istanbul Academy of
Economics and Commercial Sciences, Faculty of
Commercial Sciences for the year 1980-1981, the faculty and
university year that Erdogan claims to have graduated from

The whole book can be found on this link:

www.odatv4.com/sivaset/okul-yilliginda-da-erdogandan-iz-yok-
1203161200-91089.

| 1980 - 1981
l SON SINIF YILLIGI
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Photo1o  The English and Turkish versions of the CV of Erdogan published
on the webpages of the presidency of the Turkish republic

PRESIDENCY OF THE
REPUBLIC OF TURKEY.

an | First Lady = Activities | Presidency | Contact

Biography

Speeches & Statements With roots in Rize, Recep Tayyip Erdogan was bom in Istanbul on February 26, 1954. He graduated from

Kasumpasa Piyale Primary School in 1965 and completed his high school education at Istanbul Imam Hatip School

(Religious Vocational High School) in 1973. Having succeeded in the necessary examinations

Articles Mr. Endogan received a diploma from Eyiip High School as well. He received his graduation
Marmara University’s Faculty of Economics and Administrative Sciences in 1981.

Interviews S
additional courses,

ma from

Exclusive

TURKIYE CUMHURIYETI
CUMHURBASKANLIGI

Biyografi

Portreler Aslen Rizeli olan Recep Tayyip Erdogan, 26 Subat 1954'te Istanbul'da dogdu. 1965 yilinda Kasmpasa Piyale
ikokulu'ndan, 1973 ytlnda ise Istanbul fmam Hatip Lis

Lises'nden de diploma ald. Universiteyi Marmara

Konugmalar Erdogan, bu okuldan 1981 yihnda mezun oldu.

'nden mezun oldu. Fark dersleri s
itesi Tktisadi ve Ticari Bilimler Fakiiltesi'nde okuyan
e

a vererek Eytip

Miilakatlar
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(Advertisement)

Turkey’s Iraqi Turkmen Policy
Merciless Exploitation and Violation of International Law

By Iraqgi Turkmen Human Rights Research Foundation (SOITM Foundation)

Publisher: SOITM Foundation
Turkey’s Iraqi Turkmen Policy Published: January 2019
Marcllss Exploitation and Vifatin of International Law Language: English
Format: 135x 195 mm
Edition: First
Extent: 200 pages
ISBN: 978-90-9031494-5
* Imprint: Benda printing
ClTum Price: 40 Euro
e e
il Xxiii + 186 pp. a map
Please note that the price of shipping may vary
depending on your country of residence
January 2018 Requested from SOITM Foundation

WhatsApp\Viber 0031 (0)6 16 26 25 86
Email: soitm@turkmen.nl

About “Turkey’s Iraqi Turkmen Policy”

The Turkmen in lIrag are of ethnic Turkic communities living in several countries neighboring
Turkey.

The animosity and the hatred that had developed towards the Ottomans in the later decades of
the Empire reflected onto those Turkic origin communities in the newly created countries after the
Ottomans dismembered, which all were ruled by non-Turkish governments. The Turkic
communities in the Balkans were exposed to massacres, in Greece they are still deprived of their
ethnic rights, and in the Arabic countries, they are marginalized and exposed to serious
assimilation policies, as in the cases of the Iragi and Syrian Turkmen.

These suppressed communities had no other choice than to consider Turkey as their only rescuer
and subjugate themselves to Turkey. At the same time, this has increased the animosity against
them in their new countries and removed the possibility of getting help from any other national,
regional or international powers.

On the other side, Turkey had neither ability nor intention to help these Turkic communities, in
contrary, Turkey remain inattentive to their sufferings, even misused these communities benefiting
from their blind obedience.

This book presents the history of 3 decades of the Turkish policy towards the Turkmen of Iraq,
which can be considered a vivid view of the Turkish relation with Turkic communities in the
neighboring countries.
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Main Article

Recep Tayyip Erdogan’in egitim biyografisi ve
popiilist psikoloji

(The educational biography of Recep Tayyip Erdogan
and the populist psychology)

Sheth Jerjis

This article concerns the Turkish translation of the same English-language
contribution in this 2023 volume of our journal, translated by the author himself.

Abstract Many populist attitudes and behaviours lead to the belief that
the average populist lacks a full educational resume, especially a
university education. Numerous publications have appeared questioning
the possession of university degrees by many populists, including populist
presidents such as Turkey’s president Recep Tayyip Erdogan, India’s president
Narendra Modi and even America’s former president Donald Trump.

A very high number of articles has been published questioning Erdogan’s
entire educational biography, which include strange facts, not only in the
contents of the published documents, but also in the interventions of higher
academic authorities and state departments in Erdogan’s defence. Despite
the abundance of publications on Erdogan’s educational biography and
the documents published around it, to date there has been no article that
exclusively includes all the aspects of the topic.
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Today, Erdogan, who caused a stir regionally and globally, is considered one of
the biggest populists. A detailed study of the large gaps in his claimed
educational career will certainly help in understanding his populist personality.

In collecting information, we relied mainly on articles published on Turkish
newspaper websites and on listening to Erdogan's speeches and various
programs discussing Erdogan's policy on Turkish TV channels.

It is found that Erdogan’s educational curriculum is full of contradictions,
and that the published documents related to his certificates, particularly
that of the university he supposedly attended, contain flagrant errors.

In terms of the populist personality, all of the Big Five personality traits,
which are Extraversion, agreeableness, degree of conscientiousness, level
of openness and emotional stability, contrast with the personality traits of
those who have achieved academic success (see Table 1). Low self-esteem
also dominates the populist personality and the personality of those who
fail academically. Hence it seems that low self-esteem plays an important
role in explaining populist behaviour and approach.

Inthis article, Erdogan’s educational history is discussed in detail and brief
information on the psychology of the populist is provided.

Ozet Pek cok popiilist tutum ve davrans, ortalama bir popiilistin tam bir
egitim ozgecmisine, ozellikle de tiniversite egitimine sahip olmadigt
inancina yol agmaktadur. Tiirkiye cumhurbagkant Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
Hindistan cumhurbagkant Narendra Modi ve hatta Amerika'nin eski
bagkant Donald Trump gibi popiilist baskanlar da dahil olmak iizere pek
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cok popiilistin iiniversite diplomasina sahip olup olmadigin: sorgulayan
cok sayida yaym ortaya ¢thkmustur.

Sadece yaywmlanan belgelerin igeriginde degil, aynt zamanda iist diizey
akademik otoritelerin ve devlet dairelerinin Erdogan’n savunmaswmna
miidahalelerinde de tuhaf gercekler iceren, Erdogan’'n tim egitim
biyografisini sorgulayan ¢ok sayida makale yaymlandi. Erdogan’in egitim
biyografisine iliskin yaymlarm ve bu biyografi etrafinda yayimlanan
belgelerin ¢okluguna ragmen bugiine kadar konunun tiim yénlerini tek
bagina kapsayan bir makaleye rastlanmadi.

Bugiin bolgesel ve kiiresel dlgekte ses getiren Erdogan, en biiyiik
popiilistlerden biri olarak kabul ediliyor. Onun iddia ettigi egitim
kariyerindeki biiyiik bosluklarin ayrintut bir sekilde incelenmesi, onun
popiilist kigiligini anlamanuza kesinlikle yardimet olacaktur.

Bilgi toplarken Tiirk gazete sitelerinde yaywmnlanan makalelere bag
vuruldu. Erdogan'in neredeyse giinliik haline gelen konusmalar: dinlend,
Erdogan'm politikalariun  tartigddige  cesitli  programlar dinlendi,
Erdogan’mn icraatlar: takip edildi.

Erdogan'in egitim miifredatiun ¢eligkilerle dolu oldugu, basta mezun
oldugu iddia edilen iiniversite olmak iizere sertifikalarina iligkin
yaymlanan belgelerde bariz hatalar bulundugu tespit edilmistir.

Popiilist kigilik agtsindan bakddiginda, Beg Biiyiik kisilik ozelliginin tiimii
olan disadoniikliik, uyumluluk, sorumluluk, agiklik diizeyi ve duygusal
istikrar, akademik bagar: elde etmis kisilerin kisilik Ozellikleriyle tezat
olusturmaktadir (bkz. Tablo 1). Diistik benlik saygist popiilist kisiligine
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aynt zamanda akademik agidan basarisiz olanlarin  kisiligine de
hakimdir. Dolayisyla diisiik benlik saygusiun popiilist davranst ve
yaklagmunt agtklamada onemli bir rol oynadigi goriilmektedir.

Bu makalede Erdogan’in egitim tarihi detaylt bir sekilde ele alinmakta ve
popiilist psikolojisi hakkinda kisa bilgiler verilmektedir.

Onsoz

Erdogan’in Tiirk siyaset sahnesine ¢ikmasi ve 1994'te Istanbul Belediye
Baskanlhigrni tistlenmesi, ardindan 2002'den bu yana iist iiste bircok
secimde ezici zaferlerle Tiirkiye Cumbhuriyetimin bagbakanhg ve
cumhurbagkanlhig1 gorevini iistlenmesinden bu yana, Tiirkiye'de ve
uluslararas: cevrelerde kisiligiyle, pervasiz dinci popiilist politikalaryla
ve kurnazligiyla sansasyonlara neden oldmustur.

Erdogan’in, Tiirkiye’de Cumhurbagkanligi makamini iistlenmenin garti
olan iiniversite egitimi basta olmak tizere, tam bir egitim biyografisini
tamamlamasi1 konusunda siiphe uyandiran ozellikleri ve davramglan
var. Bu ozelliklerden, siyasilerin alisik olmadigi sert sozlerle
hiikiimetlere saldirganligi, muhalefete hakaret etmesi, ¢iplak ve naif bir
sekilde duygular kigkirtmasi, kitleleri yaniltmak i¢in siirekli konular
carpitmasi ve insanlarn kutuplastiracak nefret duygularini tahrik edecek
cirkin ve asilsiz suclamalar yoneltmsi.

Erdogan ayni zamanda tutarhlik, acik sozlilik ve diristlik gibi
toplumsal degerleri baltalayan anormal, mantiksiz aciklamalar yapma
aligkanh@m da tagiyor. Tipik ornekler sunlardir: “Yasama ve yargi,
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benim i¢in ayak bagidir” (Ankut 2017: 23), “Demokrasi bizim i¢in bir
tramvaydir, istedigimiz duraga gelince ineriz” (Kohne 2018); “Egemenlik
kayitsiz sartsiz milletindir. Bak yalan koskoca bir yalan ... Maddede ve
manada egemenlik kayitsiz sartsiz Allah'indir” (Hasanbarsan 2007) ve
“Anonim sirketi nasil yonetiliyorsa, Tiirkiye de Oyle yonetilmelidir’
(Bedri Birdirbir 2015).

Erdogan'in siyasi zihniyetindeki anormallikler ise bazen hezeyan
noktasina variyor. Nitekim, 1991 yihnda Sakarya'nin Geyve sehrinde
yaptig1 bir konugmasinda géyle diyor: Degerli kardeglerim, Diinya yeni
bir yol ayriminda bu yeni yol ayriminda ... dort tane kanal var ki ileride
bir tane kanalla birlesiyor, bu dort tane ayr kanalin bir tanesinde
Hristiyan alemi diinya var, bir tanesinde Yahudi diinyas1 var, bir
tanesinde ateist diinya var bir tanesinde bir bagka buna Sintoizm mi
dersiniz bir bagka isim mi bir bagka din mi dersiniz ne derseniz deyin
bir bagka din var ve hepsi ileride birlesiyor hep beraber hagl diinyasini
meydana getiriyorlar. Bunlarin karsisinda ne var bunlan kargisin de ne
var bunlarin kargisinda Islam diinyas: var” (GeyveCom 2021).

Iste Erdogan’in zihniyetindeki bazi tuhafliklar:

- Ortaokul ve tiniversite diplomalarini kanitlamakta bityiik zorluklar
yasamasina ve sundugu belgelerde ciddi hatalar bulunmasina ragmen,
uluslararas1 medyaya konugsa bile konusmalarinda siirekli olarak
ekonomist oldugundan bahsetmektedir (PBS TV 2017).

- Bugiin Erdogan’la birlikte Tiirkiye'deki rejimin Islamciliga ve
otoriterlige dogru kaydig biliniyor (Altinors & Akgay 2022); demokrasi
agindy, insan haklan ihlalleri artti ve hatta yargiya olan giiven ciddi
sekilde azaldi (Orselli & Bilici 2021; Tai 2020). Erdogan’in yirmi yili agan
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iktidan sirasinda bu olumsuzluklar son derece net olmasina ragmen,
konusmalarinda Tiirkiye'de biiyiik demokratik kalkinma yaptiklarin
devamli vurgulamaktadir. Erdogan, bir konugmasinda Malcolm X’ten
bir alint1 yaparak kendisini g6yle tanimliyor: “Kim séylerse soylesin ben
hakikatten yanayim. Kimin lehine ya da aleyhine olursa olsun adaletten
yanayim” (Oder 2021: 473).

Erdogan’in sozde iiniversite diplomasi, hatta lise diplomasi, Tiirkiye'de
iktidara gelmeden 6nce bile Tiirk basininda sorgulaniyordu ve hala da
sorgulaniyor. Universite egitimi ve lise diplomasina dair giivenilir bir
kanit sunamadi. Aslinda egitim ge¢misiyle ilgili medya cevrelerinde ve
devlet dairelerinde dolasan tiim belgeler, hatta egitim goérdiigiinii iddia
ettigi {iniversitenin yayinladig1 belgeler bile ciddi hatalar igeriyor.

Popiilist, ‘yonetim sisteminde radikal degisiklikler yaratmak icin
kitleleri harekete geciren politikact' olarak tanimlanabilir. Bu siirec iki
temel faktore ihtiyac duyuyor; popiilist potansiyele sahip kisi ve
kitlelerin istekliligi. Dolayisiyla popiilist siire¢ bash bagima mesru bir
siirectir veya olabilir. Ancak genel olarak popiilizmin dogasi veya egilimi
ile ilgili nedenlerden dolayr megruiyet (hukuk) iki alanda ihlal
edilmektedir. Birincisi kitleleri harekete gecirecek araclarda, ikincisi ise
degisimin gerceklestirilmesinde. Sonugta popiilist siire¢ toplumun
istikrarin1 bozan olumsuz bir siire¢ haline geliyor. Yani popiilizm,
kitleleri kullanma araclariyla, iktidar kontrol etme hedefleriyle ve rejim
degisikligi gerceklestirme sonuglariyla biitiinlesmis, yapici olmayan bir
siyasi yaklagim oluyor.

Dolayisiyla popiilizm, popiilist bireyin ve toplumun psikolojisine bagh
sosyo-politik bir olgudur. Tipik bir popiilist, popiilist erisimlerin olumlu
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ya da olumsuz olmasina bakilmaksizin, kendisine biiyiik bir ivme ve
hedeflerine ulagma konusunda biiyitk bir yetenek kazandiran bir
kisilige ve psikolojik ozelliklere sahiptir. Popiilist, kitleleri harekete
gecirme ve yonlendirme baglaminda kendi fikirlerini gelistirme
sanatinda ustadur.

Bastirllmis duygu ve diisiincelerin olaganiistii enerjiye doniigmesi
popiilist diirtiiyii aciklayabilir. Alfred Adler'in teorisi bu hipotezin
tanimlarindan birini saglar; bu, disiik benlik saygisinin {istiinliik
duygusuna doniigmesi ve bireyin bu iistiinliigii elde etme cabasina
doniigmesidir. Psikolojik savunmanin ‘ikame’ (Yerine koyma)
mekanizmasi, popiilist diirtiiler icin bagka bir agiklama saglar; boylece
diisiik 6zsaygi hissinin (asagihk kompleksi), kazanma yoluyla daha
yiiksek 6zsayg1 duygusu arayisiyla yer degistirebilir. Her iki durumda da,
benlik saygisi (6zsayg1) bireyde hemen hemen sabit bir durum
oldugundan, disiik benlik saygisi hissi, bireyin siirekli olarak bir
tistiinlitk duygusu (yiiksek benlik saygis1) aramasini gerektirir; bu aym
zamanda kazanimin siirekliligi olmas1 anlamina da gelir.

Erdogan'in egitim tarihi

Erdogan, 1960 yihinda Istanbul'un Kasimpasa semtindeki Piyalepasa I
lkokuluna gitti ve 1965'te mezun oldu. Fatih semtindeki istanbul imam
Hatip Okulu'na (IH) yatili olarak girdi ve okulu 1973'te tamamladu.

O donemde [H'de egitim siiresi yedi yildi ve bu siire iki asamaya
boliinmiigtii; dort yil orta agama, ii¢ y1l ise lise agamasi. 1971 yilinda dort
yillik TH orta agamas kaldirilarak ii¢ yilhik TH yiiksek asamasi dért yila
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cikarilarak [H egitiminin siiresi dért yila indirildi. Erdogan IH okulunu
sekiz yilda tamamlad: (Celik 2016: 521). Bu, Erdogan'in en az bir yil
basarisiz oldugu anlamina geliyor.

O dénemde Tiirkiye’de imam Hatip Okulu'ndan alinan diploma, genel
lise diplomasina denk degildi. Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Cumhurbagkanlig
elektronik sayfasinda yayinlanan resmi biyografisine gére Erdogan, 1973
yilinda Eyyub Lisesinde imam Hatip'ten alinan diplomanin genel
diplomaya denklestirilmesini gerektiren ek ders sinavlarim gecmisti.
(Bagkanlik web sitesi—bkz. Referanslara).

Cumbhurbagkanligi internet sitesinde hem Tiirkce hem de Ingilizce
olarak yaymnlanan Erdogan’in resmi biyografisine gore, 1981 yilinda
Marmara Universitesinden mezun olmugtur. Bu, Erdogan’in iiniversite
egitimini sekiz yilda tamamladig1 anlamina gelmektedir (Ayn kaynak).

Erdogan'in egitim (okul) biyografisinin tamaminda pek ¢ok belirsizlik
var ve dagitilmak tizere sundugu belgeleri agikca gecersiz kilan belirgin
kusurlar vardir. Konu su bagliklar altinda incelenebilir:

Egitim tarihindeki tutarsizliklar;
Elestiriler ve sikayetler;
Yayimlanan belgelerdeki eksiklikler ve hatalar.

Egitim tarihindeki tutarsizliklar

Eger Erdogan’in Istanbul Iktisadi ve Ticari {limler Akademisi’ne girdigi
yoniindeki iddias1 dogruysa, bu akademinin Marmara Universitesi'nin
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internet sayfasinda yayinlanan ge¢cmisine gore Erdogan bir fakiilte degil,
bir enstitiide okumus. Ciinkii Istanbul Akademisi, Erdogan’in
tiniversiteye katildigini iddia ettigi 1972-1974 yillar arasinda enstitiiler
acmig ve bu enstitiller 1977-1978 akademik agsamasinda fakiiltelere
déniigmiigtiir (Marmara Universitesi 2022).

llgingtir ki Erdogan iiniversite egitimi hakkinda ¢ok az konustu.
Egitiminin biiytik bir kismina ve yaymladigi belgelere yoneltilen
ylizlerce elestiriye cevap vermemistir, birkacina yeterli olmayan verdigi
cevablar diginda. Ustelik imam Hatip Okulu'ndan aldigi diplomaya
denk olacak lisans egitimi ve sinavlar hakkinda da net ve giivenilir bir
bilgi yok. Baz1 kaynaklara gore Erdogan Imam Hatip okulunda da parlak
bir 6grenci degildi (Cakir ve Calmuk 2001: 19).

Tiirkiye’de her okulun 6grencilerinin tiim notlarini, degerlendirmelerini
ve kayitlarimi saklamas: aligilmig bir durumdur. Burada ortaya ¢ikan
soru, Erdogan'in egitim gordiigii okullarin neden kendisiyle ilgili
belgeleri hi¢ yayinlamadigidir. Ogrencileri bir iilkenin bagkani olan veya
bagka bir yiiksek gorev iistlenen okullarin, o 6grencinin karnelerini, okul
notlariny, sertifikalarini bityiik bir gururla yayinlayacag: bilinmektedir.
Bunun diger Tiirk siyasetcilerle bunun olmasina ratimen Erdogan’la bu
gerceklesmedi.

Erdogan’in egitimiyle ilgili yayimlanan bilgilerden 1973 yilinda imam
Hatip Okulu'ndan mezun oldugu, diplomasini denklestirmek igin
calisip smavlan gectigi, ardindan {iniversite smnavlarina caligtig,
smavlan gecip ayn y1l diger kaynaklara gore ertesi yil tiniversiteye girdi.
Bu agamalar c¢ok fazla hazirlik, resmi calisma siiresi ve ashinda ayni yil
veya bir yilda tamamlanamayacak birgok sinav gerektirir. Imam Hatip
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diplomasinin genel lise diplomasina eglestirilmesi i¢in Erdogan’in Eyiip
Lisesinde bir yil daha ders almasi ve smavlan ge¢mesi gerekiyordu.
Dolayisiyla 1973 hatta 1974 yilinda Erdogan'in iiniversiteye girmesi
miimkiin degildir (Birgiin 2021).

Ustelik Imam Hatip Okulu kayitlarina gére Erdogan, o dénemde Arapga
ve Kur'an derslerinde final sinavlarinda basarili olamamuigti, bu da o
donemde ek siire gerektiriyordu (Dundar 2007). Ancak ne Erdogan
tarafindan ne de bagka bir giivenilir kaynaktan Erdogan'm Eyyiip
Lisesinden denklik diplomas: aldigin1 kamitlayan tek bir belge
sunulmad.

Erdogan iddia ettigi iiniversite egitimini sekiz yllda tamamlamigken, o
zamanki Universite Kanunu'nun 54. maddesine gére iiniversite
Ogrencisi, resmi egitim siiresinin bir bucuk kati siirede mezun olmazsa
iiniversiteyle ilisigisi kesiliyordu. TIktisadi ve Ticari ilimler
Enstitiisii'ndeki 6grenim stiresi iig y1ld1 ve hatta Erdogan'm iddia ettigi
gibi egitim siiresi dort yil olsa bile Erdogan’in fakiilteden ihrac
edilmesi gerekirdi (Sozcii 2016; Cumhuriyet 2015). Erdogan’in Tiirkiye
Anayasasini degistirmek icin yeterli parlamento yetkisini elde etmesi
tizerine cumhurbagkan1 adayinin {niversite egitimine iligkin
maddenin dort yil sart1 kaldirilarak degistirildigini belirtmek gerekir
(Ileri Haber sitesi 2016).

Erdogan, Aksaray Ticari ilimler Fakiiltesinden 1981 yilhinda mezun
oldugunu iddia ediyor. Ancak Erdogan'm bu cahgmaya katilip
tamamladig1 konusunda giivenilir bir kanit bulunmuyor ve Erdogan’'in
egitim agamalan hakkinda yayimlanan belgeler hatalarla dolu (Ekte
Fotograf1-5). Iste Erdogan'in iddialarini ciiriiten bazi notlar:
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- Tiirk siyasetgileri ve Tiirk basiny, iiniversitede okurken cektigi iddia
edilen tek bir fotografi bile yaymnlamasi ic¢in Erdogan’a meydan
okumasina ragmen ne Erdogan ne de okul arkadaglan tarafindan
tiniversitedeyken cekilmis hicbir fotografi yaymlanmadi.

- Erdogan’m Aksaray Ticari ilimler Fakiiltesinden mezun olmasiyla
ilgili yeterli ve giivenilir bilgi veren Erdogan’in bir okul arsada1 yoktur.

- Birgok 6grenci aym fakiilteden ve ayn1 akademik donemde mezun
oldu ve ogrenimleri sirasinda Erdogan'i tamimadiklarm soyliiyorlar
(Colasan 2014).

- Erdogan gorsel-isitsel basinda ilkokul dénemini ve Imam Hatip
Lisesi'ndeki egitimini coskulu bir sekilde anlatiyor ancak iiniversite
hayatindan hi¢ bahsetmiyor. Ozellikle kendisine bagh medyada yer alan
televizyon programlarinda kendisiyle réportaj yapanlarn, ilk ve orta
okul asamalarini ele almalarna ragmen {iiniversite hayatiyla ilgili
kendisine soru sormamalar dikkat cekicidir (Beyaz TV 2013).

- Kendisine yoneltilen en basit elestiriden dolay1 binlerce dava acan
Erdogan, mezuniyet belgelerinin sahte oldugunu yazan, sdyleyen ¢ok
saylda olan hi¢ kimseye dava agmad.

- 1 Arahk 2007’den 11 Aralik 2011’e kadar gorev yaptig1 Yiiksek Ogretim
Kurulu'nun eski bagkan1 Yusuf Ziya Ozcan, Konseyin bagkaniyken
Erdoganin iiniversite diplomasini aradigini ama bulamadigini séyledi
(Duvar 2023).

- Refah Partisi'nin 1994 dosyalarina gore, Erdogan partinin aday1 olup
Istanbul Biiyiiksehir Belediye Bagkanligi se¢imini kazandiginda,
Erdogan “1974-1975” doneminde iiniversiteye gittigi ve 1979’da mezun
olmdugu belirtilmektedir. Ancak Erdogan 1981'de mezun oldugunu
iddia ediyor. (Odatv 2016).
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Erdogan'in sigorta kayitlan fakiiltede okudugunu iddia ettigi yillarda
Istanbul Elektrik Tramvay ve Tiinel Isletmeleri'nde (IETT) tam zamanl
caligtigini gosteriyor (Yalgin 2014: 57; Odatv 2015).

Cumhurbagkanligl internet sitesinde yaymlanan Erdogan'in
biyografisinin Ingilizce versiyonunda Erdogan'in iktisadi ve Idari
Bilimler Fakiiltesi'nden mezun oldugu belirtilirken
(Cumhurbagkanlig1 internet sitesi Ingilizcedir), ayni sitedeki Tiirkge
versiyonunda ise Iktisadi ve Ticari Bilimler Fakiiltesi olan bagka bir
uzmanliktan bahsedilmektedir (Cumhurbagkanlig1 web sitesi Tiirkge;
bkz. Fotograf10).

Elestiriler ve sikayetler

Cumhurbagkanlann ve basgbakanlann egitim asamalarnna iliskin
degerlendirmeleri, 6gretmenlerin izlenimleri, raporlan ve aldiklan
notlar kendileri tarafindan ya da resmi ya da gayri resmi kaynaklar
tarafindan agiklanmis olsa da Erdogan’da bunlar olmadi. Erdogan'mn
iddia edilen iiniversite diplomasma iliskin {i¢ belge yayimmland
(Fotograf 1, 2, 4), bunlardan ikisi Marmara Universitesi'nin iki rektorii
tarafindan onaylandi, digeri ise Tiirk basininda yayinlandi. Biitiin bu
belgeler bariz ve ciddi hatalar icermektedir.

Erdogan'in egitim sertifikalarinin mesruluguna iligkin stipheler,
Erdogan'in Tiirk Anayasasinda degisiklik yapma girisimleriyle ve
kendisini cumhurbagkam aday: ilan ettiginde her zaman giindeme
geldi. Bunlardan ilki 2007 yilinda Profesér Ergun Ozbudun’un Erdogan'a
Ozel bir anayasa hazirladigini agiklamasiydi (Odatv 2014). Bu

Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics Vol.11 Nos.1-2 Winter 2023

192



, Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics

P

aciklamadan sonra anayasa degisikligi konusmalar1 durdugunda onunla
birlikte Erdogan'in iiniversite diplomasina sahip olmadig: tartigmasi da
sona erdi.

2014 yilinda Erdogan'n cumhurbagkanlig secimine adayhigim
aciklamasiyla birlikte Erdogan'in iiniversite mezunu olup olmadig
tartigmalar1 yeniden alevlendi. Bu sorunun 6nemli olmasinin nedenise,
Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Cumhurbaskanhgina aday olmanin temel
sartlarindan biri dort yillik tiniversite mezunu olmaktur.

Cok sayida sikayet arasinda yanitsiz kalan Milletvekili Ali Oztiirk’iin
TBMM Bagkanligi'na sundugu meclis sorgusu talebiydi (Birgiin 2016).
Bir diger Milletvekili Barig Yarkadas ise konuyla ilgili sunlan sdyledi:
“Davutogluna (Basbakan) sordum yanit gelmedi. Marmara
Universitesi'ne bilgi edinme icin bagvurdum. Bana bu konuda bir énceki
dénem milletvekili olan Ali Riza Oztiirk’e yanit verdiklerini ve konunun
alenilestigini soylediler. Ama maalesef yanit gayet muglak. Bilgi Edinme
Ust Kurulu'na bagvurdum. Bu aymn 12’si ya da 15'inde yanit gelmesini
bekliyorum” (Hacaloglu 2016).

Erdogan’in iiniversite mezunu olup olmadig1 yoniindeki tartigmalara ilk
resmi yanit, bu tiir konulara miidahale etme sorumlulugu olmayan bir
kaynaktan geldi. 24 Nisan 2014'te konuya miidahale eden Marmara
Universitesi Rektorii Zafer Giil, Erdogan’mn {iniversite mezunu
olmadigini iddia eden siyasilere ve medyaya tepki olarak kisisel Twitter
hesabindan bir agiklama yapt. Giil, Erdogan’in gecici mezuniyet belgesi
adin verdigi, sahte oldugu konusunda net izlenim veren kusur ve
eksiklikler iceren belgeyi (Fotograf 1) yayinladi. Bilinmelidir ki Rektor
Zafer Giil, Adalet ve Kalkinma Partisi'nin (AKP) Erdogan'dan sonra
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ikinci otoritesi ve donemin Cumhurbagkan1 Abdullah Giil tarafindan
atanmugtir. (Firat 2016; Odatv 2014, 2015).

istanbul Beginci Anadolu Ceza Mahkemesi, Erdogan’in iniversite
diplomasina iligkin daha fazla sorusturma yapilmasim o6nlemek
amaciyla 18 Temmuz 2014'te Marmara Universitesi'nin sertifika argivine
erisimin engellenmesine karar verdi (Birgun 2016).

Bu arada, dénemin Milli Hareket Partisi Meclis Grup Bagkanvekili Profesor
Yusuf Halagoglu, rektor Giil'iin yaymladigi Erdogan’in gecici mezuniyet
belgesini (Fotograf1) ve Erdogan’in diplomasinin bir duplikatasini yaymladi
(Fotograf 2 ve 3). Aksaray Istanbul Iktisadi ve Ticari llimler Akademsi, Ticari
Bilimler enstitiisiinde egitim siiresinin ii¢ y1l oldugunu ve bu durumun
Erdogan1 Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Cumhurbagkam olmaya uygun hale
getirmedigini vurguladi (Sozcii 2016B).

Erdogan'in hayatiyla ilgili cesitli makaleler ve bir kitap yazan
arastirmaci yazar Ergiin Poyraz, 17 Eylil 2015'te ilk kez Erdogan’in
diplomasinin bagka bir duplikatasini (Fotograf 4, 5) yaymladi ve
Erdogan’a ait yayinlanan her ti¢ belgenin (Photo 1, 2, 4) ne zaman, neden
ve nasil diizenlendiklerini anlatti (Odatv 2015).

10 Haziran 2016'da Erdogan’in iddia edilen iiniversite diplomasinin bu
ikinci duplikatasi (Foto 4) Halklarin Demokratik Partisi'nin (HDP) Twitter
hesabinda su notla yaymlandi: “Bagvurumuz {iizerine, YSK tarafindan
iletilen noter onayh diploma 6rnegini paylagiyoruz” (HDP 2016).

Halkin Kurtulug Partisi, 28 Eyliil 2015'te yiiksek secim kuruluna, Erdogan’'in
sahte tmiversite diplomasma dayanarak Erdogan'm cumhurbagkanhg:
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secimlerine adayhigini onayladig gerekgesiyle cuamhurbagkaninin gérevden
almmasini talep eden bir bagvuru yaptu. (Sozcii 2015).

Erdogan’a iiniversite diplomasini ibraz etme zorunlulugu ve gecersiz
kilacak hatalar iceren belgelerinin dogrulugunun kanitlanmasi
konusunda devlet kurumlarina iletilen resmi ve gayri resmi sikayetlerin
hicbiri makul bir sekilde yanitlanmada.

Erdogan’in, Tiirkiye'nin laik sistemine Islami bir zihniyetin dayatmaya
yonelik adimlarini hizlandirmasi ve despotluga dogru sabit yiiriiyiisiiyle
birlikte, 2016 yilinda Erdogan kendi yetkilerini biiyiik ol¢iide artirmak
amaciyla Tiirk Anayasasi bagkanlk diktatorliigiine dogru degistirme
hazirliklarina bagladi.

Tiirk medyasinda ve Tiirk siyasetgiler ve aydinlar arasinda Erdogan'in
tiniversite diplomasi olup olmadig1 ve Erdogan’in yayinlanmig ve devlet
dairelerine sundugu belgelere iligkin siipheler yeniden alevlendi. Bir kez
daha, milletvekillerinin Meclis Bagkanligi'na yaptig: sikayetler de dahil
olmak iizere, Erdogan’in belgelerinin megrulugunun teyit edilmesi i¢in
yetkili makamlara gikéyetler iletilmeye baglands; 6rnegin:

- Nisan 2016’'da Ankara Milletvekili Ali Haydar Hakverdi, Erdogan’in
tiniversite diplomasina iligkin bilgi almak icin Marmara Universitesi
yonetimine talepte bulundu. Haziran 2016'da Hakverdi, Erdogan'in
tiniversite  diplomasinin  gecerlili§ine iligkin yeniden meclis
sorusturmasi talebinde bulundu (Birgun 2016).

- Haziran 2016'da Istanbul milletvekili Barig Yarkadas, Erdogan'in
tiniversite diplomasinin gecerliligine iligkin meclis sorusturmasi
talebinde bulundu (Hacaloglu 2016).
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- Haziran 2016'da Tiirkiye Hakimler ve Savcilar Birligi eski bagkani
Omer Faruk Eminagaoglu, Erdogan'in konseye sundugu iiniversite
diplomasinin aragtirilmasi i¢in yiiksek se¢im kuruluna talepte bulundu.
Kurul oybirligiyle talebi reddetti (S6zcii 2016C).

- Aymi ay Eminagaoglu, Marmara Universitesi Rektorii'ne yasa dist
davranis, gorev gereklerini yerine getirmeme ve gorevi kotiiye kullanma
suclamasiyla dava act1 (Cumhuriyet 2016).

- Temmuz =2017’de Halkin Kurtulug Partisi, Cumhurbagkam
Erdogan’in iiniversite belgesinde sahtecilik yapildig1 iddiasin1 Anayasa
Mahkemesi'ne tagidi (HKP 2017). Parti ayrica, Erdogan'in iiniversite
diplomasma iligkin bilgi almak iizere, basta Marmara Universitesi
olmak iizere cesitli makamlara cesitli taleplerde bulundu.

Cumbhuriyet Halk Partisi Genel Bagkan Yardimcisi Tur Yildiz Biger, 10
Ekim 2016’da Tiirkiye Bityiik Millet Meclisi Bagkanligi'na gensoru sundu
ve su soruyu sordu: Cumhurbagkani Recep Tayyip Erdogan'in yedek
subay olarak gorev yapapmasi icin Tiirk Silahli Kuvvetlerine sundugu
diploma nedir? Tiirkiye Biiyiik Millet Meclisi Bagkanlhig1 soruyla ilgili
belgelerin imha edildigi yanitim1 verdi (Haber sitesi 2016; bkz. Ekteki
Fotograf 6).

Ya hemen reddedildi ya da konunun sorusturulamayacagna dair
mazeretler sunularak, tiim sikayetler sonugsuz kaldi. Ardindan, 30
Nisan 2018'de Yiiksek Se¢im Kurulu, cumhurbagkanhg ve parlamento
secimlerine aday olanlarin iiniversite diplomasini noterden tasdik etme
zorunlulugunu kaldirdifinda, Erdogan’in diplomasinin incelenmesini
engelleyen yasal adim geldi. Ciinkii Erdogan’in yasal olarak belgelenmis
bir iiniversite diplomas1 yoktu. 2 Mayis 2018’de milletvekili Mehmet
Tiim, meclis tartigmasinda su soruyu sordu “Yiiksek Secim Kurulu'nun
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bu karar1 Cumhurbagkani Erdogan lehine mi alindi1?” (Ahval 2018; bkz.
Ekteki Fotograf 7).

Erdogan’in yaymlanan belgelerindeki eksiklikler ve hatalar

Goriinen o ki Erdogan'in ¢ok gerekli olmadik¢a ve uzmanlik alam
disinda olmadik¢a mezuniyet belgesine ihtiyaci yoktu ve her defasinda
bir onceki belgeden bagka bir belge sunmustur. Ayrica Erdogan'm
zorunlu askerlik zamani geldiginde ilk kez mezuniyet belgesine ihtiyag
duydugu, askerlik siiresini kisaltmak ve yedek subay olabilmek icin
sozde gecici mezuniyet belgesi getirdigi de goriilityor (Foto 1). Daha
sonra Erdogan iki kez daha mezuniyet belgesi getirmistir. {lki 1994
yilinda Istanbul belediye bagkanligina aday oldugunda ve ilk duplikatay:
getirdi (Fotograf 2). Ikincisi ise Erdogan'n 2014 yilinda Tiirkiye
Cumbhuriyeti cumhurbaskanligina aday olmay1 planladig1 zamandi ve o
zaman ikinci duplikatayi getirdi (Foto 4).

Erdogan'in iiniversiteden mezun olmasina iligkin yayimlanan belgeler
sunlar:

1. Gegici mezuniyet belgesi;

2. Ik duplikata;

3. Ikinci duplikata.

1. Gegici Mezuniyet Belgesi (Fotograf1)

Bu belge, Nisan 2016'da ciddi hatalar icermesine ragmen Erdogan'in
gecici mezuniyet belgesi oldugunu iddia eden Marmara Universitesi
Rektorii Zafer Giil tarafindan sunuldu.
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Gecici Mezuniyet Belgesi bir tiniversite diplomasi degildir, daha
dogrusu orijinal diplomas: heniiz tamamlanmamig bir sertifikaya
ihtiyaci olan mezuna verilen bir belgedir. Gegici Mezuniyet Belgesi,
Marmara Universitesine gore alti ay siireyle gecerlidir (Marmara
Universitesi 2023, Marmara Universitesi 2018). Gegici mezuniyet
belgesinin verildigi kurumun, verildiginde belgenin aslin talep etmesi
olagandir.

Bu belge rektor Giil tarafindan yayimlanmadan 6nce kimsenin bundan
haberi yoktu. Bu belgenin orijinal kopyasmna gelince, onu kimse
gormedi. Eyliil 2015'te Ulusal Parti genel bagkani ve gazeteci Gokge Firat,
Erdogan'in bu belgeyi yedek subay olarak askerlik gorevini yerine
getirmek icin kullanmis olabilecegini yazmigti, aksi halde muvazzaf
asker olarak gorev yapmasi gerekiyordu (Firat 2016). Yukarida da
belirttigimiz gibi Milletvekili Bicer, TBMM Bagkanligi’'na Erdogan'in
askerlik icin hangi {iniversite diplomasin1 kullandiginin aragtirlmasi
yoniinde talepte bulunmus, ancak bu talepten bir sonuca varilamamigti.

Marmara Universitesi Rektorii bu belgenin gercekligini savundu. Bu tiir
belgelerin (sertifikalarin), 6zellikle de bagbakan gibi iist diizey devlet
gorevlilerine iligkin belgelerin gecerliligini savunmanin {iiniversite
rektoriiniin sorumlulugunda olmadigim belirtmek gerekir. Her iilkede,
resmi belgelerin gercekligini dogrulamaktan veya belgelerdeki
sahtekarliklar1 tespit etmekten sorumlu uzmanlagmig kurumlar
bulunmaktadir. Yukarida da deginildigi {izere Hakimler ve Savcilar
Birligi'nin eski bagkanlarindan biri bu baglamda Marmara Universitesi
Rektoriine dava agmigti (Cumhuriyet 2016). Ayrica belgede birgok ciddi
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hata bulunmaktadir ve iiniversite rektorii iddiasimi dogrulayacak
herhangi bir kanit sunmadi.

Giil, herhangi bir kaynaga bagvurmadan Erdogan’in tiniversitede 4 yil
okudugunu belirtti. Buna karsin Tiirk akademik otoriteleri Erdogan’in
egitim siiresinin ¢ y1l oldugu bir enstitiide egitim gordiigiinii iddia
ediyor (S6zcil 2016B; Cumhuriyet 2016B).

Erdoganin aym fakiiltede sinif arkadag1 oldugunu iddia eden bir diger
Marmara Universitesi Rektérii Muhammed Emin Arat ise
otobiyografisinde Erdogan gibi Marmara Universitesinden mezun
oldugunu degil, Istanbul iktisadi ve Ticari [limler Akademisi'nden mezun
oldugunu yaziyor. (Arat Biyografi, Marmara Universitesi web sitesi).

Erdogan’in bu gecici mezuniyet belgesindeki 6nemli hatalara gelince,
ozellikle bagka bir orijinal belgeyle kargilagtirildiginda (Foto 8):

- Belgenin tasarimi ve baghgl, gecici mezuniyet belgesinin tasarimi
veya baghg degil, normal mezuniyet belgesinin tasarimi ve baghgidir.
Gecici mezuniyet belgesinin gecici mezuniyet belgesi baghgiyla ve
bagka bir tasarimala olmasi gerekmektedir (Zileli 2023).

- Bu belgenin iizerinde Erdogan'in el yazisiyla “Gecici mezuniyet
belgemin ashni elden aldim” ibaresi yer aliyor ve bu ibare Erdogan'm
imzasiyla imzalaniyor. Belge sahibinin herhangi bir gecici mezuniyet
belgesine bu tiir ifadeler yazmasi hukuka aykir1 oldugu gibi, yazinin icerigi
de yanlstir. ‘Gegici mezuniyet belgesinin aslt’ diye bir belge yoktur.

- Boyle bir belgede zorunlu olan belgenin sahibinin (Erdogan)
fotografi bulunmamaktadir.
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- Belgeyi veren okulun damgasi bulunmamaktadir. Bu ayni zamanda
zorunludur.
- Dekanin imzas: sahtedir.

2016 yilinin ortalarinda Erdogan yanlisi basin, Erdogan'in askerligi
sirasinda cekildigini iddia ederek, bir grup yedek subay arasinda yedek
subay iiniformasiyla ¢ekilmis bir dizi fotograf yaymladi. Erdogan'in bu
fotograflarim1  yaymlamanm amaci, Tiirk kamuoyunu bunlarnn
Erdoganin dort yillik {iniversite mezunu oldugunun kamnit1 olduguna
inandirmakt: (Gokdemir 2016).

Tekrarlamak gerekirse Erdogan askere gittiginde gecici mezuniyet
belgesini kullanmugt1 (Firat 2016). Erdogan’in gecici mezuniyet belgesine
gore, iktisadi ve Ticari [limler Fakiiltesinden 3 Nisan 1981'de mezun
olmus, 1982 yilmin Mart ayinda askere gitmistir (Yal¢in 2014: 86). Bu,
Erdogan'in askere gittiginde gecici mezuniyet belgesinin artik gecerli
olmadig1 anlamina geliyor. Yukarida belirtildigi gibi gecici mezuniyet
belgesi yalmzca alt1 ay gecerlidir (Marmara Universitesi 2018).

Yukarida sunulan gerceklere gore Erdogan’a ait olan bu gegici
mezuniyet belgesi gecersizdir ve sahtedir.

2. Ik duplikata (Fotograf 2, 3)

Marmara Universitesine gore duplikata tamm su sekildedir: “Asil
sertifikanin kaybolmasi, yirtilmasi veya kullanilamaz hale gelecek derecede
hasar gormesi halinde, yeni bir formatta yeni tasarimda duplikata
diizenlenir. Diploma numarasimmn ashnin kopyanin iizerine yazilmasi
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gerekmektedir. Duplikata bagvurusunda bulunacak adaylarin, mezunlara
ait iki adet fotograf ve hasar gérmiis veya yirtilmus sertifikalarini eklemeleri
gerekmektedir. Duplikatamin imza ve onay kismina imza sahiplerinin
adresi, ad1, soyadi ve meslegi, asil belgede oldugu gibi imzasiz olarak yazilir”
(Arat Biyografi, Marmara Universitesi 2018).

Bu duplikata 2014’te ortaya ¢ikmus, arastirmaci yazar Ergun Poyraz Eyliil
2015'te Facebook ve Twitter hesaplarinda bu duplikatay: yayinlayarak
ne zaman ve neden diizenlendigini acikladi. Poyraz'a ve cesitli
kaynaklara gére 1994 yilinda Erdogan’in kazandig Istanbul belediye
bagkanlig1 secimlerinde kullanilmak iizere bu duplikata hazirlanmigtir
(Poyraz 2015).

Erdogan'in bu ilk tniversite diploma duplikatasinda birka¢ 6nemli
hatalar vardir:

- Erdogan, bu duplikatada yazildig1 gibi ne Marmara Universitesi'nden
ne de Marmara Universitesi Iktisadi ve Idari Bilimler Fakiiltesi'nden
mezun olmustur. Erdogan'in gecersiz gecici mezuniyet belgesinde
yazilan 1981'de, Marmara Universitesi kurulmamusti.

Ustelik Erdogan iddia ettigi gibi gercekten bir fakiilteden mezun
olmugsa, kendi sundugu gegersiz Gegici mezuniyet belgesine gore, Idari
Bilimler Fakiiltesi'nden degil, Marmara Universitesi'nden degil, Istanbul
iktisadi ve Ticari {limler Akademisi ticari bilimler fakiiltesi'nden mezun
olmustur (Fotograf1).

Gortinen o ki, Belediye bagkanlig1 ve siyasi alan idarecilik alanlari
oldugu icin, idarecilik uzmanhg1 Erdogan'a daha uygun goriilmistiir;
béylece ticaret uzmanlhiginin yerini idarecilik uzmanlhg konulmustur.
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- Mezunlara, Marmara Universitesi sartlann uyarinca ({niversite
diplomasinin duplikatasinin verilmesi:

o Orijinal sertifikanin kaybolmasi, yirtilmasi veya kullanilamaz
hale gelecek kadar hasar gormiis olmasi gerekmektedir. Birinci
ihtimalde belge ashnin kayboldugu haberinin o tarihte bir gazetede
yayimlanmasi, ikinci ihtimalde ise zarar gérmiis belge ashnin ibraz
edilmesi gerekmektedir. Her iki durumda da Erdoganin gerekli
delilleri sagladigina dair bir bilgi yok.

o Orijinal sertifika numarasimin duplikatada yazilmasi
gerekmektedir. Ama Erdogan'in orijinal belgesi yok. Hatta bu
duplikatadaki numara bile Erdogan’in {iiniversite egitimi aldig
iddiasiyla sundugu tek belge olan gecersiz gecici mezuniyet
belgesindeki numarayla ayni degil.

o Sertifika sahibinin duplikatada fotografi bulunmaldir. Bu
duplikatada Erdogan’in fotografi yok.

o Orijinal belgenin imza ve onay bolimlerine imza
sahiplerinin adresi, adi, soyadi ve meslegi imzasiz olarak duplikatada
yazilmahdir. Ancak:

e Imzacilann adresini, adini, soyadini ve meslegini gosteren
orijinal bir belgenin Erdogan’da bulunmamaktadir;

e Erdogan'm bu duplikatasindaki rektdr ve dekanin isimleri,
Erdogan’in kanuna aykin bir sekilde orijinal belgesi olarak
kullandig1 gecersiz gecici mezuniyet belgesindeki isimlerle aym
degildir.

3. Ikinci duplikata (Fotograf 4, 5)

Erdogan’m neden ikinci bir duplikataya ihtiya¢ duydugu belli degil. ik
duplikata ile bu duplikata arasindaki yalniz iki temel fark vardir, tasarim
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farki ve bu ikinci duplikatada fakiilte dekani ve tiniversite rektoriiniin
imzalarmin bulunmasidir. Yukarida da belirtildigi gibi, Marmara
Universitesine gore duplikata iizerinde imza bulunmamasi
gerekmektedir.

3 Haziran 2016'da Marmara Universitesi Ikinci Rektorii Mehmet Emin
Arat, Universitenin internet sitesinde kendi imzasim tasiyan dort
sayfalik bir bildiri yayinlayarak Erdogan'in neredeyse eksiksiz, bircok
celiski ve yanlighk iceren egitim biyografisini sundu. Aciklamada
Erdogan'in iddia edilen iiniversite diplomasina iligkin belgelerin
gercekligi Arat tarafindan desteklendi. Arat'a gore bu kopya 1 Nisan
2011'de (Arat 2016) verilmistir.

Erdogan'in egitim kariyerine iligkin bu kapsamh raporun yazimina,
Marmara Universitesi Rektérii Mehmet Emin Arat’la birlikte Erdogan'in
da katildig1 anlagilmaktadir. Cinkii Arat, Erdogan hakkindaki raporunu
yaymladiginda, Erdogan Marmara Universitesindeydi ve orada
konusma yapt1l. Erdogan konusmasinda sanki tiniversitenin akademik
kadrosuna her ne gekilde olursa olsun kendisine iiniversite diplomasi
hazirlamalarin1 emrediyormus gibi konustu. Erdogan'in soyledikleri
soyle: “Bugiinlerde diplomasi var m1 yok mu diye tartigma baglattilar.
Arsivden cikartin sunlari, yayinlayacak misiniz ne yapacaksiniz yapin da
zaten benim soOylediklerime inanmiyorlar. Belki rektdr cikarsa
yayinlarlar. Okulumuz zaten gereken aciklamay yapt1” (T24 2016).

Ayrica tniversite rektorii (Arat), agiklamasinda Erdogan’in iiniversite
mezuniyeti iddiasiyla ilgili verdigi baz: spesifik bilgilere de yer verdi.
Aciklamada, Erdogan’in egitim biyografisine iligkin bircok ayrintil ve
ozel bilgilere de yer verildi; zira bu bilgiler yalmizca kiginin yakinlar
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tarafindan bilinebilinir ya da bizzat kisi bu bilgiyi dogrudan digerine
verir (Ayni kaynak).

Erdogan’in iiniversite diplomasinin bu ikinci duplikatas: 201 yilinda
hazirlandiginda, Nisan 2014'te ilk agiklamay: yayinlayan ve Erdogan'in
siipheli belgelerinin dogrulugunu destekleyen Marmara Universitesi
Rektorii Zafer Giil'dii. Giil'iin o donemdeki vekili, 2014 yllinda Marmara
Universitesi rektdrii atanan ve Erdogan'n iddia edilen belgelerinin
gercekligini destekleyen ikinci uzun agiklamayr Haziran 2016'da
yayinlayan Mehmet Emin Arat’ti. Universite rektorlerinin atamalarinin
agirhkh olarak Erdogan tarafindan yapildigini ve halen de yapilmakta
oldugunu unutulmamalidir.

Marmara Universitesi Rektorii Muhammed Emin Arat'mn, Erdogan’in
tiniversite diplomasina sahip oldugu iddiasiyla ilgili agiklamasina iliskin
bazi yorumlar goyle:

- Arat, Erdogan'in egitimine yonelik tiim elestirileri asisiz ve
gerceklerle celigkili olarak nitelendirdi. Arat, eski {iniversite rektorii
Zafer Giil'iin agiklamasinda oldugu gibi iddialarini destekleyecek veya
Erdogan’in tiim egitim agsamalarina yonelik ¢ok sayida ciddi elestirinin
gecersizligini kanitlayacak hicbir kanit sunmadu.

- Arat, Erdogan'm 41 dersten iyi bir notla mezun oldugunu iddia etti.
Bu durum, Erdogan'in egitimini sekiz yilda tamamladig1 gercegiyle
celisiyor. Arat, iddiasin1 kanitlayacak herhangi bir belge de vermedi ve
boyle bir iddiay1 destekleyen hicbir yayin, tarafsiz ya da bagimsiz bir
kaynak da yok.

- Arat, Erdogan'n ticari boliimden degil, idari béliimden mezun
oldugunu soyliiyor. Bu dogru degil. Arat'n bizzat dayandigi ve
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Erdogan’in iiniversite diplomasma iligkin diger tiim belgelerin
dayandig1 gecersiz gecici mezuniyet belgesine gore Erdogan'in Ticari
flimler Béliimii'nden mezun oldugu kamitlaniyor (Foto 1).

- Ik duplikatada oldugu gibi bu duplikatada adi gecen rektor ve dekan
isimleri, Erdogan'in gecersiz gecici mezuniyet belgesindeki isimlerle
ayni degildir.

- Erdogan’m Arat'm kendisiyle aym fakiilteden mezun oldugunu iddia
ettigi biliniyor. Arat, Erdoganin egitim biyografisinde Marmara
Universitesi Iktisadi ve Ticari Bilimler Fakiiltesinden mezun oldugunun
belirtilmesini savunuyor. Ancak Arat'in kendisi kendi biyografisinde
Istanbul iktisadi ve Ticari {limler Akademisi mezunu oldugunu yaziyor
(Arat biyografisi).

- 20n yilinda, Marmara Universitesi, Erdogan'in  {iniversite
diplomasimin bir takim 6nemli hatalar iceren bu ikinci duplikatasini
verdiginde, Arat tiniversitenin Rektor Yardimcisiydi (Ayni kaynak).

- Aratn 2013 yihnda Marmara Universitesi'nde Rektér Yardimcist
oldugu dénemde, iiniversite Erdogan’a siyasal bilimler alaninda fahri
doktora unvani vermisgti.

- Erdogan, 2014 yilinda Arath Marmara Universitesi Rektorii olarak
atadi (Ayni kaynak).

Erdogan'in bu ikinci duplikatasi, noter tarafindan tasdik edildi. Ancak
bu tasdik, orijinal belge gérilnmeden yapilamaz. Ciinkii tasdik ederken
noterin asil belgeyi gérmesi ve tasdik belgesinin arkasina asil belge ile
ayni oldugunu yazmasi gerekiyor. Ancak asil belge olmadan noter,
tasdik belgesinin iizerine “Aslinin aynis1 gibidir” yazarak duplikatay
tasdik etmistir.
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Tiirkiye Noterler Birligi, bu ikinci duplikatayr tasdik eden noterlik
calisanina uyari cezasi verdi. Erdogan, hatalarla dolu ve hukuka aykiri
olarak noter tarafindan tasdik edilen bu duplikatay;, Tiirkiye
Cumhuriyeti Cumhurbagkanhig1 aday:r olarak yiiksek se¢im kuruluna
sundu ve kurul tarafindan kabuledildi. Erdogan’in adayhgimin
reddedilmesi veya belgelerinin gercekliginin aragtirnilmas: talebiyle
yitksek secim kuruluna sunulan tiim gikayetler yamitsiz kalmigtir
(Cumhuriyet 2019).

Ote yandan herhangi bir belgenin noterde tasdik edilmesi icin belge
sahibinin ya belgeyi notere kendisinin gotiirmesi ya da iglemi
tamamlamasi igin vekaletini bagka bir kigiye vermesi gerekir. Bu iki
olasihgin gerceklestigine dair hicbir kanit yoktur. Erdogan'm belgesinin
bu duplikatasimi tasdik etmek igin notere gotiiren kisi ise Erdogan’in
makam miidiirii soforii Hasan Dogan’di (Cumhuriyet 2019B).

Erdogan'in iiniversite belgesinin ilk duplikatasinin (Fotograf 2, 3)
Marmara Universitesi diginda hukuka aykin olarak hazirlandigi
anlagiliyor; aksi takdirde, Marmara Universitesi ikinci kez duplikata
(Fotograf 4, 5) hazirlamazdi ya da Erdogan’in egitimi hakkinda detayl
bilgi veren Marmara Universitesi rektérleri bu duplikataya atifta
bulunurdu. Ustelik ilk duplikatamin tasarimi Marmara Universitesi
duplikata tasarim degildir.

Bagka bir belge (Fotograf 9)

Istanbul iktisadi ve Ticari ilimler Akademisi Ticari ilimler Fakiiltesi
1980-1981 yili mezunlari rehberi (Oda TV 2016b).
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Mezunlar Rehberi, 6grencinin iiniversite hayatina iligkin tam adi,
Ogrenim donemleri tarihleri, iiniversiteye giris tarihi ve mezuniyet
tarihi, 6grenci sayis, kisa notlarla birlikte 6grenci fotograflari, davrams
ve kisiliklerine iligkin aciklamalar gibi detayl bilgileri icermektedir.
Rehberde ayrica rehber hazirlama komitesi tiyelerinin isimleri, rektor,
fakiilte dekan, rektdr yardimcilar ve dgretim elemanlarinin isimleri de
yer aliyor.

Erdogan, iiniversite hayatini kimsenin bilmemesinin ve kendisini
tiniversitede gormemesinin nedeni olarak Tiirkiye'nin 1970'lerdeki
kaotik durumunu bahane olarak kullanmistir. Ancak, mezunlar
rehberinde bir 6grencinin fakiilteye devamliliginin nasil oldugu gibi
bilgiler arasinda; “Okula ara sira geldi”, “Okulu ihmal etti”, “Okula sadece
smav giinlerinde geldi” ve “Okula ve caligmaya birlikte devam etti” gibi
bilgiler yer aliyor.

Mart 2016'da Tiirk gazeteleri, Erdogan'm mezun oldugunu iddia ettigi
fakiiltenin ve mezun oldugu yil olan 1981in mezunlar rehberini
yayinladi. icinde Erdogan hakkinda hicbir bilgi yoktu.

Rehberde, okul icinde ve disinda, 6gretim gorevlileriyle birlikte, okul
gezilerinde ve spor takimlarinda farkhh egitim agsamalarindaki
ogrencilerin farkl resimleri bulunmaktadir. Erdogan bu fotograflarda
bile yok. Erdogan futbola olan ilgisi, profesyonelligi ve Tiirkiye ikinci
Ligi'ndeki futbol takimlarma katilmasiyla tanimiyor. Ancak okulun
futbol takimi fotograflarnda bile yok. Rehberde ozellikle hicbir
6grencinin digarida birakilmadigi belirtiliyor.
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Popiilist psikoloji

Son yirmi yilda diinya genelinde ¢ok sayida popiilist ortaya ¢ikti; Bazilar
giiclii popiilist davraniglara sahip ve iktidara gelmeyi basardilar; bazilari
uzun yillar iktidarda kalds, bircogu da hala iktidarda. Ulkelerinin yonetim
sistemlerinde radikal degisiklikler yaptilar, bazen de alt iist ettiler.

Yillardan beri akademik camia ve kiiresel medya yogun bir sekilde
popiilizmi ve popiilist liderleri olumsuz anlamlariyla tartisiyor. Popiilist
yaklasimm temelinde onu aligilagelmis siyaset yapma tarzindan
saptiran faktorler var.

Popiilizm, esas olarak bir lidere ve duygularn kullamlmasina dayanan bir
siyasal yaklagimdur. Popiilismde biiyiik kitlelerin desteginin saglanmasinda
ve siirdiiriilmesinde tek kisi birincil rolii oynuyor. Tek lidere giivenmek ve
duygular istismar etmek ¢ogu zaman su sonuglara yol acar:

- Kitlelere hitap etmedeki sapmalar

Bu kadar biiyiik kitlelerin destegine sahip olmak halka hitap etmekte
sapmalar1 kacmilmaz kiliyor, érnegin topluluklann kutuplastirmak
(Roberts 2021) ve ulusal, dini, vatansever duygulari veya ekonomik
acidan dezavantajli olanlarin yoksulluktan kaynaklanan gikayetlerini
istismar etmek.

- Yetkinin kétiiye kullanilmasi

Bu kadar ¢ok kitlelerin destegini siirdiirmek ve iilkenin siyasi sisteminde
koklii degisiklikler yapmak, giiciin kotiiye kullamlmasim kagmilmaz
kiliyor.
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Popiilist davranisin bagka bir¢ok olumsuzluklan da vardir:

- Yaniltic1 ifadeler ve dezenformasyon popiilist séylemin merkezinde
yer almaktadir (Heinrich 2017);

- Popiilist, nefret sdylemi, kiifiir ve keyfi yorumlar kullanir ve yalan
sOylemekten cekinmez (Dale 2021) (Dipnot 1);

- Popiilist komplo teorilerini siklikla kullanir ve halka, devlete ve
tilkeye hem iceride hem de digarida diisman yaratma konusunda
yeteneklidir (Bergmann 2018);

- Muhalefetin seytanlagtinlmasi ve kitleler iizerinde duygusal baski
kurulmasi popiilizmin temel 6zelliklerindendir;

- Demokrasiyi kdtiiye kullanmak, popiilist yaklasimin en ciddi
olumsuz yonlerinden biri olarak kabul edilir (Kyle ve Mounk 2018) ve
yasalar1 ve hatta anayasayr kolayca ihlal ederler (Adamidis 2021
Kovalcik 2022) (Dipnot 2).

Dolayisiyla popiilist yaklasim neredeyse her zaman tek bir kisinin yogun
cabas1 ve mevcut siyasi sistemin tamami, basin, azinliklar ve insan
haklar1 savunuculan gibi toplumun genis kesimlerine yonelik bir
meydan okumadir.

Tiim bu 6zellikler, farkh ancak birbirini giiclendiren 6zelliklere sahip
tipik bir kigiligi ortaya koymaktadir. Bu 6zelliklerin baginda dizginsiz bir
uistiinlitk ve tahakkiim arzusu, iistiin caligma ve ikna kabiliyeti, kurallar,
kanunlar, hatta ahlaki ve toplumsal degerleri kotitye kullanmaktan
cekinmemek gelir.
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Bu durumda giiniimiizde insanin giinlitk yagsamindaki uygulamalarin
biiyitk bir kismimi kaplayan egitimin, popiilistlerin psikolojisini ve
kisiligini, dolayisiyla davramglanni ve siyasetini etkilemede rol
oynamast gerekmektedir. Popiilizmin ortaya cikmasinda se¢menin
egitimsizligi ve iiniversite diplomasinin olmamasi da onemli rol
oynamaktadir (Brewer 2020).

Her ne kadar egitim, devletin ve bir biitiin olarak toplumun temel
islevlerinden biri olarak kabul edilse ve insanlann topluma fayda
saglayan degerler konusunda egitmeyi amaclasa da, ve bu ayn1 zamanda
Birlesmig Milletler'in  egitimle ilgili kurumlarnin da temel
hedeflerinden biri olsada (Bergan ve Damian 2010: 122-123) giiniimiizde
kiiresel diizeyde tiniversitelerde ve diger yiiksek 6gretim kurumlarinda,
¢oziim ararken etiklerin ve degerlerin ilgi odagina yerlestirilmesini
gerektiren ahlaki bagarisizliklar ve zorluklar yagsanmaktadir (Priscariu &
Shah 2016: 152).

Yukarida belirtilen yapici olmayan ozelliklere sahip olan ve bilinen
siyasi ve toplumsal temelleri baltalayan popiilizmin ortaya cikigi, tek
basina egitim sisteminin yetersizligi ile agiklanamaz. Egitimi hakh
kilmak icin ya da en azindan popiilizmin yiikseliginden sadece egitimi
sorumlu tutmamak i¢in, pek cok deneyimli popiilistin tam bir egitimsel
ozgecmise sahip olmadig: goriilebilir.

Yukarida da belirtildigi gibi, Erdoganin egitim kariyerinde 6nermli
eksiklikler vardir ve {iniversite egitiminin olmadig1 neredeyse kesindir.
Amerika'nin eski Bagkani Donald Trump'in egitim biyografisi hakkinda
da pek cok siiphelerin oldugu da yazildi (Valania 2019; Elliott 2o1),
Hindistan bagbakam Narendra Modinin iiniversite egitimine iligkin
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hikayesinde de kusurlar var ve siipheler medyada hala yaziliyor
(Bhattacharya 2018). Bolivya'nin eski bagkani1 Evo Morales'in lise egitimi
bile siipheli. Bulgaristann eski bagbakam Boyko Borisov, iiniversite
egitimi gerektirmeyen liseyi bitirdikten sonra itfaiyeci olarak caligmaya
basladi; daha sonra Komiinist Parti yuvalarindan mezun oldu ve orada
tiniversite diplomasini aldi. Giiney Afrika'nin eski bagkanm ve kidemli
popiilist Jacob Zuma hig okula gitmedi.

Popiilistlerin Bes Biiyiik kisilik ozelligi, (akademik) basan veya iyi
performans ile 6zsayg! arasindaki iligkinin analizi 6nemli 6zellikleri
ortaya koymaktadir (Tablo 1):

- Popiilist'in Bes Biiyiik kisilik 6zelligi verileri, (akademik) performans
veya basan gosterenin kisilik ozellikleriyle tam bir uyumsuzluk
gostermektedir;

- Disiik benlik saygisi popiilistin kisiligine hakim olurken, yiiksek
benlik saygis1 yiiksek performansa ve/veya yiiksek (akademik) egitimde
iyi bagariya sahip bireyin kisiligine hakim olmaktadir (Infante ve Marin
2008; Soufi, Damirchi ve Sedghi 2014; Aryana 2010; Hearn 2019: 44;
Kumar 2017);

- Gergek su ki, popiilist aslinda cok bityiik basarilar elde etmektedir;
bu, bu basarinin olumlu oldugu anlamma gelmez; buda, diisiik
ozsayginin genellikle diisiik diizeyde basar1 veya performansa yol actig1
seklindeki klasik denklemle celisir;

- Burada yiiksek benlik saygisi ile pozitif ilisik olan popiilistin beg
temel kisilik 06zelliginden biri olan digadoniikligiin rolii ortaya
citkmaktadir (McCarthy 2017). Asin disa doniiklik ayni zamanda
popiilist davramsin da bir 6n kosuludur; bu da bir popiilistin genis
izleyici kitlelerini kendine ¢ekmek ve onlarin destegini kazanmak igin
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oldukca digsa doniik olmasi gerektigi anlamina gelir. Buradaki hipotez,
popilistin dort kigilik 6zelliginden kaynaklanan diisitk 6z sayginin,
popilistin  kigilik  6zelliklerinden yalmzca biri olan agin
digsadoniiklitkten kaynaklanan ¢ok yiiksek 6zsaygl ile dengelendigidir.

- Belki de popiilistin biiyiik basarilarina yardimci olan asin disa
doniikliigiidiir; bu da basariya veya iyi performansa karsi sayilan diigiik
Ozgiiveninin asin telafisi olarak goriilebilinir;

- Popiilistlerin bes biiytik kisilik 6zelliginden hepsi de diisiik 6zsayg1
ile iligkilendirilen yapici olmayan dort 6zellik (diisitk uyumluluk, diigiik
derecede vicdanlilik, diisiik diizeyde agiklik ve diisitk duygusal istikrar),
popiilistlerin diigitk 6zsaygi ile iligkili olumsuz yonlerini davraniglarin
aciklayabilir;

- Bireyin 6zsaygis1 genellikle bes yasinda mevcuttur, on bir yasina
kadar nispeten sabit kalir ve daha sonra kiginin yasami boyunca
nispeten sabit kalir (McElroy 2015, Ducharme 2018). Bireyin kisilik
ozellikleri genellikle yillar sonra ergenlik doneminde ortaya ¢ikmaya
baglar (Thill 2019). Bireyin diisitk benlik saygis, kisilik 6zelliklerinin
ortaya cikmasimdan ve olusmasindan 6nce ortaya cikip yerlestigine
gore, diigik benlik saygisimin popiilistin - kigilik  6zelliklerini
olusturmasinda rolii nedir? Bagka bir deyisle popiilizmin ortaya
cikisinda agagilik duygusunun (agagilik kompleksinin) rolii nedir? Daha
fazla caligilmasi gereken bir konu olmali.

Hipotez, bireyin genel agir1 diisiik 6zsaygisi, asin pozitif 6zsaygisinin bir
bileseni olan digadoniikliik ile degistirerek (ikame) popiilist kigilige yol
acmasidir. Bagka bir deyisle, popiilistin agir1 diigiik 6zgiiveninin genel
durumu, onun agirn diga doniikligiinii uyandirir ve giiclendirir,
popiilistin genis kitleleri kazanma ve iistiinliik ve tistiinligi siirdiirme
konusundaki muazzam yetenegini yaratur.
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Tablo1 Popiilistin beg biiyiik kisilik 6zelligi, akademik bagar
(performansi) ve 6zsayg arasindaki iligki

Popiilist (jzsaygl‘ Bagar1 (Akademik) f)zsaygl-"
Diga Déniiklik’ Olumlu i(s'e doniikliik Olumlusuz
Diisiik uyumluluk Olumlusuz| Yiiksek uyumluluk Olumlu

Diisiik derecede vicdanhlik' |Olumlusuz) Yiiksek derecede vicdanhlik |Olumlu

Diigiik diizeyde agikhk® Olumlusuz| Yiiksek diizeyde aciklik Olumlu

|
|
|
|

Diigiik duygusal istikrar® Olumlusuz| Yiiksek duygusal istikrar Olumlu

1. Nai & Martinez i Coma 2019; Nai 2019. 2. Nai 2019; Czikora 2015.
3. Nai & Martinez i Coma 2019. 4. Amirazodi 2011; Eswari, Kaur & Kavitha 2019.
5. Amirazodi 2011; Eswari, Kaur & Kavitha 2019; Infante & Marin 2008.

Sonug

Bu calisma, Erdogan’in iiniversite diplomasi aldigim kanitlama
girisimlerinin bagarsiz olmasinin temel nedeninin Erdogan'in orijinal
tiniversite diplomasinin olmamas1 oldugunu gésteriyor. Tiim
girisimleri, Erdogan’in gecici mezuniyet belgesi olarak adlandirdig
(Foto 1) ve onu acikca gecersiz kilacak hatalar iceren bir belgeye
dayaniyor. Erdogan’in iiniversite diplomasina sahip oldugu iddiasini
dogrulamanin bir diger sorunu da, gecersiz gecici mezuniyet belgesinin
dahi arastirllmamig ve goriilememis olmasidir.

Erdogan’in sundugu gecici mezuniyet belgesinden Ticaret Boliimii'nden
mezun oldugu anlagilmaktadir ancak CV’sinde ve Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti
Cumbhurbagkanlig1 internet sitesi gibi 6nemli bir mevkiden 6zellikle
Ingilizce ~versiyonunda iizmanlik alqana idare Béliimii ile
degistirilmigtir. Her iki duplikatada da ayni idari boliimden mezun
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oldugu belirtiimektedir ve bu durum Marmara Universitesi Rektorii
Arat tarafindan da megrulagtirlmgtir.

Universite diplomasi gibi 6nemli belgelerin 6ziindeki bu tiir
degisiklikler ancak sahte belgelerde ve Erdogann vakasindaki gibi
onemli ve bariz carpikliklarla dolu vakalarda gerceklesebilir, ki bu da
popiilistlerin gercekleri biiyiik bir kolaylikla manipiile etme ve ¢arpitma
konusundaki istekliligini gosterir. Bu, ozellikle Tirkiye gibi iyi
oturmamig demokrasilerde, popiilistin en kutsal devlet kurumlarini ve
tarafsiz diiriist adil olmas: gereken otoriteleri na kadar kolay suiistimal
ettigini gostermektedir.

Erdogan'in gecersiz gecici mezuniyet belgesinin savunmasinda,
Marmara Universitesi rektérlerinden ikisi yer ald;; kanit sunmadan
gecerliligini hakli cikarmaya caligtilar. Hatta, bu belgenin bir kopyasim
(Foto 4) bile yaynladilar; bu belge de Marmara Universitesi'nin
sartlarina gore bile, biiylik hatalar iceriyor.

Bireyin egitim diizeyinin ya da diplomasimnin olmayiginin mutlaka
davraniglarina ya da kisiligine yansimayacagi bir gercektir. Ancak saflik,
celigkiler, tutarsizliklar, bireyin sz ve eylemlerinde sinir bulunmamasi,
goriislerindeki anormallikler onun egitim diizeyinin diisiik oldugunun
acik gostergeleri olabilir. Popiilistlerin siklikla egitimin temel amagclar
arasinda yer alan veya olmasi gereken yasalar1 ve toplumsal degerleri
ihlal ettikleri bir yana. Bu ozelliklerin bir¢cogu Erdogan’'in sdylem ve
davraniglarinda acikga goriiliiyor. Erdogan'in lise yillarindan itibaren
dinci ve milli siyasi sdylemi tutku haline getirmis ve siyaseti meslek
edinmig olmasl, siyasi sdylem sanatini gelistirmesini ve ustalasmasini
saglamigtir.
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Tirk basiminda Erdogan’in yasadigi mezuniyet belgeleri ve ozellikle
bunlarin sahteciligi konusunda c¢ikan biiyiik ve siirekli kargagaya
ragmen, bu durum ilgili hiikiimet birimleri yarg birimleri ve kendisine
desteklerini siirdiiren kitleler tarafindan dikkate alinmadi. Bu da
Erdogan'in (ya da popiilistlerin) devletin yiiriitme ve yarg1 organlar
tizerindeki hakimiyetinin ve kendisine destegini siirdiiren kitlelerin
duygulan iizerindeki kontroliiniin boyutu gostermektedir.

Bu caligmaya konu olan Erdogan’in sertifikalarina iligkin tartismalarin
hikayesinin bu seyri, Erdogan’in topluma yalam dayattiginin agik bir
gostergesidir. Bu da Erdogan'in ve genel olarak popiilistlerin diger temel
ozelliklerine de isaret etmektedir: “Yaniltmak” ve iktidari ele gecirme ve
siirdiirme konusunda “dizginsiz arzu” ve 1srarla “yasalari ihlal etme”.

Toplumun bu tiir kaba davramglari kabul etmesi, s6z konusu
popiilistlere destegini siirdiirmesi ve Erdogan drneginde oldugu gibi
onu iktidarda tutmasinda pek ¢ok faktor biiyiik rol oynamaktadir.

Bu fenomenin ana nedenleri arasinda sunlar yer almaktadir:

- Ozellikle Tiirkiye gibi gelismekte olan iilkelerde giinliik ihtiyaglar
toplumun biiyiik bir kismin1 mesgul etmektedir ilgisini ¢ekmektedir
zamanini almaktadir;

- Toplumun biiyiik bir yiizdesi pek ¢ok nedenden dolay: haberlere
ulagamiyor, ornegin gelismekte olan iilkelerde bircok uzak bolgede
internet yayginliginin olmamasy;
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- Popiilist, hicbir zaman hiikiimet aleyhine haber yayinlamayan
medyanin ¢cogunu kendine tabi kiliyor; Erdogan bu baglamda tipik bir
Ornektir;

- Popiilistler ¢cogunlukla okuma gelenegi ¢ok diigiik olan daha az
egitimli, “basit” insanlar tarafindan destekleniyor. (Brewer 2020,
Marques 2019)

- Okuma geleneginin toplumlarin bir¢ok kesiminde diisiik oldugu ve
genel olarak bircok toplumda okuma geleneginin yaygin oldugu
unutulmamahdir.

Erdogan’in ya da bagka bir popiilistin bu toplumsal 6zelliklerin farkinda
olma ihtimali yiiksek ¢iinkii kitleleri etkilemek popiilistlerin icgiidiisel
bir hali ya da sonradan bu konuda ustalasmig gibi goriiniiyor.

Bu tiir davramglann toplumun biiyiik bir kismi tarafindan kabul
gormesine neden olan diger 6nemli faktor ise popiilistlerin kitlelerin
duygularini istismar etmeye dayandiklar temel ideolojidir. Tiirkiye'nin
Erdogan’ gibi iilkeye liderlik yaparkan ve yonetirken Islami kurallar
benimseyen herhangi bir siyaset¢i, Miisliiman kitlelerin mutlak ve
siirekli destegini saglar.

Ayrica Erdogan milli ve vatanseverlik duygularini da istismar ediyor. Bu
tiir ideolojiler radikaller i¢in kutsaldir ve kitlelerin destegini siirdiirmek
ve popiilistleri tiim olumsuz davraniglarina ragmen iktidarda tutmak
icin yeterlidir. Burada kutuplagmanin yaratilmasi popiilizmin dogal bir
sonucudur, ¢iinkii kat: goriisliiler rakiplerini diisman olarak goriiyorlar.
Erdogan ve asin1 Milliyetci Hareket Partisi lideri Devlet Bahgeli'nin her
hafta parlamentoda sunduklarn konusmalarinda bu ¢ok acik bir sekilde
gordilityor.
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Tiirk milliyet¢iliginde dinin veya Islam’'in etnisite kadar, hatta belki
daha da 6nemli bir rol oynadig1 unutulmamalidir. Ekonomik yoksunluk,
kendi bagina veya ikincil bir faktor olarak, popiilizmin yaratilmasinda
asin ideolojilerle giiclii bir sinerjisttir.

Alsilmadik bir yonelim ve genis kitleleri harekete gegirme, genis
toplumsal katmanlara meydan okuma ve iktidara tutunmaya devam
etme konusunda olaganiistii bir yetenek ile karakterize edilen Erdogan,
Orban ve Morales gibi tipik bir popiiliste gelince, popiilistin giiclii
psikolojik giidii(ler) ile karakterize edildigini gosterir, bu ayn1 zamanda
giiglii arzu(lar) anlamma da gelir. Ornegin abartili bir sorumluluk
duygusu veya esitsizlige, adaletsizlige veya bagka herhangi bir yonelik
asin duyarhlik.

Ayni zamanda agagilik duygusu ya da agagilik kompleksi anlamina da
gelen diisiik benlik duygusu popiilist kisilige hakim oldugunu dikkata
aldgimizda (Tablo 1), su soru ortaya cikiyor, popiilist kisiligin
olusmasindaki temel etken agagilik kompleksi midir ve dolayisiyla
olumsuz yonlerinin nedeni midir?

Asin yoksulluk ve cocuklukta agin siddete maruz kalma gibi 6zsaygi
eksikligine neden olabilen en o©nemli faktorlerden bazilarmin
Erdogan'in durumunda mevcut oldugu unutulmamalidir. Erdogan
yaramaz ve kotil agizli bir ¢ocuktu; bu nedenle babasindan siirekli
cezalara maruz kaldi. Mesela babasi bir defasinda Erdogan’1 bir odanin
tavanindaki vantilatore baglamisti. Ayrica diisiik benlik saygis
akademik basarisizliga yol agmakta ve akademik basansizlik da diisiik
benlik saygisinin bir bagka nedenini olugturmaktadir.
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Popiilistin kigiliginin ve ona oy veren se¢gmenin kisiliginin simdiye kadar
aragtirmacilanin biiyiik bir ilgi odag oldugu bilinmektedir. Ancak
popiilist bireyin diger psikolojik yonlerini incelemek, popiilist fenomeni
anlamamiza ¢ok 6nemli bilgiler katabilir.

Popiilizmin ortaya ¢ikisini ve popiilistlerin sayisinin artisini aciklayan
onemli faktorlerden ikisi sunlardir: Birincisi, son yillarda iletigim
araclarinda yasanan ve politikacilarin genis kitlelere siirekli ulasmasini
ve iletisimi kolaylikla siirdiirmesini saglayan biiyiik ilerlemelerdir.
Ikincisi, herkesin siyasetle ugragsmasini miimkiin kilan demokratik
gelismeler ve bunlarin yayginlasmasidir. Ayrica insan haklari ilkelerinin
gelismesi ve yayginlagmasy, diisiince ve ifade 6zgiirliigiinii genigleterek
ifade sorumlulugunun kapsamini daraltmisi, bu da ozellikle siyasi
soylemin kotiiye kullanilmasinin 6niinii agmistir. Goriinen o ki bu iki
faktor gelismeye devam edecek ve bu da mantiksal olarak popiilizmin
gelismesine ve popiilistlerin sayismimn artmasina yol acacak. Dolayisiyla
popiilizmin okullarda ve tiniversitelerde miifredata alinmasi hayati
Onem tagiyor. Ayni zamanda, popiilist olmayan bir politikaci kitlelerle
dogrudan ve devaml temas halinde kalmasi ve onlar1 gerceklere ikna
etmesi, popiilizmle miicadele etmenin bir yolu olabilir.

Sheth Jerjis, merkezi Hollanda'nin Nijmegen kentinde bulunan Irak
Tiirkmen Insan Haklar:. Arastrma Vakfinin (Hollandaca Stichting
Onderzoekscentrum Iraaks Turkmeense Mensenrechten (SOITM)
Bagkanudur. s jerjis@kpnmailnl soitm@turkmen.nl

Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics Vol.11 Nos.1-2 Winter 2023

218


mailto:s.jerjis@kpnmail.nl
mailto:soitm@turkmen.nl

£
P

Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics

Dipnotlar

Not

Not

1 Erdogan'in konugmalarindaki bir¢ok tutarsizliga dair bazi 6rnekler.
1994 yihnda Erdogan soyle demisti: “Egemenlik kayitsiz sartsiz
milletindir, yalan, koskoca bir yalan”.

Erdogan iktidara geldikten sonra tam tersini sylemeye bagladi
Erdogan, 5 Eyliil 2010'da yaptig1 konusmada, "Ciinkii kay1ysiz sartsiz
egemenlik milletindir, bunun tartigmasi olurmu?”.

5 Aralik 2013'te Erdogan sunlan soyledi: “Havalimani yoktu, bizimle
geldi Mug'a”. Ancak Mus Havalimani, AKP'nin iktidara gelmesinden
on y1l dnce, 1992 y1linda sivil trafige acild1.

1 Haziran 2018'de Erdogan sunlan soyledi: “Adiyaman’da havalimani
var miydi1? Biz yaptik biz”. Adiyaman Havalimani AKP iktidara
gelmeden 4 y1l 6nce hizmete acilmisti.

26 Aralik 2010’da Erdogan soyle dedi: “Degerli arkadaslarm, benim
milletimin dili tektir, bu Tiirk milletidir”.

27 Mayis 2011'de Erdogan sunlari s6yledi: “Ben ne tek dil dedim ne tek
din. Hi¢bir yerde benim bdéyle bir ifadem yoktur. Ciinkii onlar yalan
makinesi”.

Erdogan tarafindan Mavi Marmara operasyonuna verilen izinle igili
su aciklamalar yapti:

17 Temmuz 2014'te Erdogan, “Ne diyordu, otoriteden izin alman
lazim. Otorite kim? Giineydeki sevdikleri mi, yoksa biz mi? Eger
otorite Tiirkiye’ de bizsek, biz zaten izni verdik”.

29 Haziran 2016’da Erdogan, "Béyle bir insani yardim gétiirmek icin
giiniin bagbakanima mi sordunuz?".

2 Bu baglamda Netanyahu'nun yargiy1 dizginleme cabalar,

Erdogan’in amansiz diktatorlitk yiiriiytisii ve anayasa degisiklikleri,
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Morales’in yasalara ragmen bagkanligini koruma cabalari ve Trump'in
Amerika'nin yargi sistemini siyasallagtirip yitksek mahkemeyi etkileme
cabalari var.
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Fotograf 2 Erdogan’in ilk duplikatasi

4 Yusuf Halacoglu &
¥ @yusufhalacoglu
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kuruldu.Mezuniyet 1981.

Translate Tweet

8:01PM - Apr24,2014

Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics Vol.11 Nos.1-2 Winter 2023

233



Fotograf 3 Erdogan’in ilk duplikatasimin arkasi
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Fotograf 5 Erdogan’in ikinci duplikatasinin arka yiizii
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Fotograf 6 Milletvekili Tur Yildiz Becer’'in, Erdogan’in zorunlu
Tirk  Silahl
Kuvvetleri'ne hangi iiniversite diplomasim sunduguna
ilisgkin TBMM’ye sorgu talebi

askerlik  hizmetine bagladiginda

KVKK Aydinlatma Metni Engelsiz Meclis Linkleri Ge¢ Site Haritasi Ana Sayfa ile:igim Languages

R \
ANA SAYFA  MILLETVEKILLERI  YASAMA PARLAMENTOLARARASIILISKILER ~ KURUMSAL  YAYINLAR
Sosyal Medya

Sosyal Aglarda TBMM

Yazili Soru Onergesi Bilgileri

Yazili Soru Onergesinin Metni

Donemi ve Yasama Yili 2611

Esas Numarasi 7/6890

Bagkanliga Gelig Tarihi 20/06/2016

Onergenin Ozeti Cumhurbagkani'nin askerlikte beyan ettigi diplomasina iliskin
Onergenin Sahibi CHP Manisa Milletvekili TUR YILDIZ BicER

Onergenin Muhatabi Milli Savunma Bakani Kocaeli FIKRI ISIK

Onergeyi Siire Digi Cevaplayan Milli Savunma Bakani Kocaeli Milletvekili FIKRI 1SIK
Onergenin Son Durumu Siiresi Gectikien Sonra Cevaplandi

Cevap Bildirilig Tarihi 10/10/2016

Siiresi Gegtikten Sonra Gelen Cevap

Sorgu Ekranina Git

Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics Vol.11 Nos.1-2 Winter 2023

237

Arama T
Duyurular

Genel Duyurular 3

Sinav Duyurusu 3¢

ihale Duyurulan

insan Kaynaklan Staj Duyurulan &
Etkinlikler

Saglik Duyurulan - Hak Sahipligi
Sikca Sorulan Sorular
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Fotograf7 Yiiksek Secim Kuruluna sunulan iiniversite belgesinin
noter tarafindan tasdiki zorunlulugunun kaldirilmasina
iligkin kanun

MENLIK KAYIT

ANASAYFA BASKAN | MILLETVEKILLERI YASAMA DENETIM TUTANAKLAR

Konu: Vitksek Segim Kurulunun roter onayl diploma kosutunu katdrmasimin gerekgesini ve AKP Genel
Baskant Recep Tayyip ’ K 2 paylasip p W
dgrenmek istecigine Hiskin acridamasi

Yasama Vis 3

Birlesim: 94

Tarih 02052018

MEHMET TUM (Balikesir) - Tesekkur ederim Sayin Baskan

30 Nisan Pazartesi gunu Resmi Gazete'de yayinlanan kararla. Yuksek Seqim Kurulu, Cumhurbaskanhgi
ve milletvekilligi genel segimlerinde adaylik basvurusu yapanlann onayli diplomay: ibraz stmelerine dair
kosulu kaldirmistrr.

Hikamete soruyorum: Yiksek Segim Kurulunun noter anayli diploma kosulunu kaldirmasinin gerekgesi
nedir? Yiksek Segim Kurulu bu kararla, 16 Nisanda miihiirsaz oylan kabul ettigi gibi simdi de maharsiz DUYURULAR

diplomalari mi kabul edecektir? Yiksek Secim Kurulunun bu karaninin Cumhurbaskan: Erdogan igin alindigi
iddi dogru mudur? AKP Genel Baskani Erdogan. Yoksek Segim Kuruluna basvurusunda ibraz edecegi
diplomay kamuoyuyla paylasacak midir? Ulkemizin gelecegi diplomasiz yoneticilere mi emanet
edilecektir? (CHP siralarindan alkislar)

Genel Duyurular
Sinav Duyurusu e
Insan Kaynaklan Staj Duyurusu 26

Saglik Duyurulan
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Fotograf 8 Erdogan'm mezun oldugunu iddia ettigi fakiilteden
mezun olan bagka bir kigiye ait mezuniyet belgesinin ash
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Fotograf 9 Erdogan'in mezun oldugunu iddia ettigi fakiilte ve
iiniversite yih olan Istanbul Tktisadi ve Ticari ilimler
Akademisi Ticari ilimler Fakiiltesi 1980-1981 yili
mezunlar rehberi

Kitabm tamamina bu linkten ulagabilirsiniz:
www.odatv4.com/sivaset/okul-yilliginda-da-erdogandan-iz-yok-

1203161200-91089.

| 1980 - 1981
l SON SINIF YILLIGI
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Fotograf1o

Cumhurbagkanhg web sitesinde yaymlanan
Erdogan'in  6zgecmisinin Ingilizce ve Tiirkce
versiyonlar

PRESIDENCY OF THE
REPUBLIC OF TURKEY.

n | FirstLady Activities | Presidency | Contact

Speeches & Statements
Interviews
Articles

Exclusive

Biography

With roots in Rize, Recep Tayyip Erdogan was bom in Istanbul on February 26, 1954. He graduated from
Kasimpasa Piale Primary School in 1965 and completed his high school education at Istanbul Imam Hatip School
(Religious Vocational High School) in 1973. Having succseded in the necessary examinations
Mr. Erdogan received a diploma from Eyiip High School as well He received his graduation
Marmara University’s Faculty of Economics and Administrative Sciences in 1981.

ditional courses,

TURKIYE CUMHURIYETI
CUMHURBASKANLIGI

Portreler
Miilakatlar

Konugmalar

Biyografi

Aslen Rizeli olan Recep Tayvip Erdogan, 26 Subat 1954 'te Istanbul'da dogdu. 1965 yilinda Kasmpasa Piyale
lkokulu'ndan, 1973 yilinda ise tstanbul fmam Hatip Lisesi'nden mezun oldu. Fark dersleri sinavim vererek Eytip
Lisesinden de diploma aldh. Universiteyi Marmara Universitesi Iktisadi ve Ticari Bilimler Fakiiltesi'nde okuyan
Erdogan, bu okuldan 1981 yhnda mezun oldu.
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Main Article

4 gl dpeadill g 8 931 a1 dpapladl) B )

(The educational biography of Recep Tayyip Erdogan and the
populist psychology)

&

(Sheth Jerjis) e A Sl

This article concerns the Arabic translation of the same English-language
contribution in this 2023 volume of our journal, translated by the author himself.

English Abstract Many populist attitudes and behaviours lead to the
belief that the average populist lacks a full educational resume, especially
a university education. Numerous publications have appeared questioning
the possession of university degrees by many populists, including populist
presidents such as Turkey’s president Recep Tayyip Erdogan, India’s president
Narendra Modi and even America’s former president Donald Trump.

A very high number of articles has been published questioning Erdogan’s
entire educational biography, which include strange facts, not only in the
contents of the published documents, but also in the interventions of higher
academic authorities and state departments in Erdogan’s defence. Despite
the abundance of publications on Erdogan’s educational biography and
the documents published around it, to date there has been no article that
exclusively includes all the aspects of the topic.
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Today, Erdogan, who caused a stir regionally and globally, is considered one of
the biggest populists. A detailed study of the large gaps in his claimed
educational career will certainly help in understanding his populist personality.

In collecting information, we relied mainly on articles published on Turkish
newspaper websites and on listening to Erdogan's speeches and various
programs discussing Erdogan's policy on Turkish TV channels.

It is found that Erdogan’s educational curriculum is full of contradictions,
and that the published documents related to his certificates, particularly
that of the university he supposedly attended, contain flagrant errors.

In terms of the populist personality, all of the Big Five personality traits,
which are Extraversion, agreeableness, degree of conscientiousness, level
of openness and emotional stability, contrast with the personality traits of
those who have achieved academic success (see Table 1). Low self-esteem
also dominates the populist personality and the personality of those who
fail academically. Hence it seems that low self-esteem plays an important
role in explaining populist behaviour and approach.

In this article, Erdogan’s educational history is discussed in detail and brief
information on the psychology of the populist is provided.
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notere-uyari-1434538

Akademisyenlerden Erdagan’in Diplomasi igin en (Y +)1)
Ge Oesl 8ledl i mndl) net agklama: Universite mezunu degil
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Eragogan’in Dijplomasi igin  «Halkin Kurtulus Partisi «(Y « YY)
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ANA SAYFA MiLI EKILLERI YASAMA DENETIM TUTANAKLAR PARLAMENTOLARARASI ILISKILER RUMSA| YAYINLAR

Yazili Soru Onergesi Bilgileri
wOea L E

Yazili Soru Onergesinin Metni Sosyal Aglarda TBMM
Donemi ve Yasama Yili 2611
Bagkanliga Gelig Tarihi 20/06/2016
Onergenin Ozeti Cumhurbagkaninin askeriikte beyan etfigi diplomasina iliskin
Onergenin Sahibi CHP Manisa Milletvekili TUR YILDIZ BICER
Onergenin Muhatabi Milli Savunma Bakani Kocaeli FIKRI I$SIK Genel Duyurular 3
Onergeyi Siire Digi Cevaplayan Milli Savunma Bakani Kocaeli Milletvekili FIKRI 1SIK Sinav Duyurusu &
2 Ihale Duyurulan
Onergenin Son Durumu Siiresi Gectikten Sonra Cevaplandi insan Kaynaklan Staj Duyurulan &
Cevap Bildirilig Tarihi 10/10/2016 Etkinlikler
Saglik Duyurulan - Hak Sahipligi
Siiresi Gegtikten Sonra Gelen Cevap Sikca Sorulan Sorular
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ANASAYFA BASKAN | MILLETVEKILLERI YASAMA DENETIM TUTANAKLAR GUNDEM | KURUMSAL | YAYINLAR

Yiksek Segim Kurulunun noter onayli diploma kosulunu kalcirmasimin gerekgesini ve AKP Genel
Baskary Recep Tayyip Erdogann dipl a payiasip i
dgrenmek istedigine lliskin actklamas:

‘Yasama Yilt 3
Birlesgim: 94
Tarih 02052018

MEHMET TUM (Balikesir) - Tesekkur ederim Sayin Bagkan

30 Nisan Pazartesi gunu Resmi Gazete'de yayinlanan kararla, Viksek Secim Kurulu, Cumhurbaskanligi
ve milletvekilligi genel secimlerinde adaylik basvurusu yapanlarin onayli diplomay ibraz etmelerine dair
kosulu kaldirmistr.

Hikimete soruyorum: Yiksek Segim Kurulunun noter onayli diploma kesulunu kaldirmasinin gerekgesi
nedir? Yiiksek Secim Kurulu bu kararla, 16 Nisanda mihirsiz oylar kabul ettigi gibi simdi de muharsiz DIJYURULAR
diplomalari mi kabul edecektir? Yuksek Secim Kurulunun bu kararimin Cumhurbaskan Erdogan igin alindigr
iddialar dogru mudur? AKP Genel Bagkan: Erdogan. Yuksek Segim Kuruluna bagvurusunda ibraz edecegi
diplomayl kamuoyuyla paylagacak midir? Ulkemizin gelecegi diplomasiz yoneticilere mi emanet
edilecektir? (CHP siralarindan alkislar)

Genel Duyurular
Sinav Duyurusu i
Insan Kaynaklan Staj Duyurusu %

Saglik Duyurulan
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| 1980 - 1981
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PRESIDENCY OF THE
REPUBLIC OF TURKEY

Biography

Speeches & Statements With roots in Rize, Recep Tayyip Erdogan was bom in Istanbul on February 26, 1934. He graduated from

Kasimpasa Piyale Primary School in 1965 and completed his high school education at Istanbul Imam Hatip School

(Religious Vocational High School) in 1973. Having succseded in the necessary examinations for additional courses,

Articles Mr. Erdogan received a diploma from Eyiip High School as well. He received his graduation diploma from
Marmara University’s Faculty of Economics and Administrative Sciences in 1981

Interviews

Exclusive

URKIYE CUMHURIYETI
CUMHURBASKANLIGI

Emine Erdogan | Faaliyetler  Cumhurbaskanhg | Bilgi Edinme | fletisim

Biyografi

Portreler Aslen Rizeli olan Recep Tayyip Erdogan, 26 Subat 1954te Istanbul'da dogdu. 1063 yihnda Kasimpasa Piyale
fikokulu'ndan, 1973 vilinda ise tstanbul fmam Hatip Lisesi'nden mezun oldu. Fark dersleri sinavim vererek Extip
Lisesinden de diploma ald. Universiteyi Marmara (niversitesi {itisad ve Ticari Bilimler Fakilltesinde okuyan
Konugmalar Endogan, bu okuldan 1981 yilmda mezun oldu.

Miilakatlar
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Dorsey’s Column

The Gaza War: the Middle East may never be
the same

James M. Dorsey

Foreword

Thank you to all who have demonstrated their appreciation for my
regular Turbulent World of Middle East Soccer column by becoming paid
subscribers. This allows me to ensure that it continues to have maximum
impact. Maintaining free distributions means that news websites, blogs,
and newsletters across the globe can republish it. I launched my column,
The Turbulent World of Middle East Soccer, over thirteen years ago. To
borrow a phrase from an early proprietor of The Observer, it offers
readers, listeners and viewers “the scoop of interpretation”. If you are able
and willing to support the column, please become a paid subscriber by

clicking on Substack at https://jamesmdorsey.substack.com on the

subscription button and choosing one of the subscription options.

Introduction: the impact of the Hamas attack

Hamas, the Islamist militia that controls Gaza, will likely emerge a victor
regardless of how the latest round of Israeli-Palestinian fighting ends.
Hamas’ unprecedented attack on Israel on October 7, 2023, described by
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some analysts as the Jewish state’s 9/11, changes the dynamics of Middle

Eastern geopolitics. *

The brutal attack on that fateful Saturday involved prolonged fighting
with the Israeli military in Israeli towns and cities, the firing of
thousands of rockets at Israeli population centers, the random killing of
innocent civilians in Israeli homes and at festivals and other public
places, and the kidnapping of scores of Israeli soldiers and civilians.

BBC foreign correspondent Secunder Kermani described sirens
sounding off and multiple explosions as he disembarked at Tel Aviv

airport on that Saturday. 2

Like the Turkish assault on Kurdish positions in Syria and Iraq in the
wake of the October 1, 2023 suicide bombing in Ankara, the Hamas
attack and Israel’s retaliatory pounding of Gaza call into question the
sustainability of a regional de-escalation that freezes rather than tackles
perennial conflicts.

Similarly, the Hamas attack pours cold water on the long-standing
notion of Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu and his ultra-nationalist
and ultra-conservative coalition partners that Israeli occupation of
Palestinian lands can be sustained indefinitely.

Iran and its allies’ role in the Palestinian-Israeli hostilities

On Hamas’ tailcoat, Iran, long opposed to Arab normalisation of
relations with Israel, sees the Palestinian offensive as vindication of its
position. Only days before the hostilities, Iranian Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei cautioned that normalisation of relations with
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Israel amounted to “gambling” that was “doomed to failure”. He warned
that countries establishing relations with the Jewish state would be “in

harm’s way”. 3

Raising the spectre of a wider regional conflict, Hamas spokesman Ghazi
Hamad told the BBC that the group had direct backing for the attack
from Iran. Mr. Hamad did not specify what support entailed. 4 Even if
suggestions prove correct that Iran helped Hamas plan and prepare for
the October 7 attack, the group launched its assault because it served its
purposes rather than Iranian interests.

Hezbollah, the Iranian-backed Lebanese Shiite militia, bolstered the threat
of a regional conflagration by firing rockets at the Israeli-occupied Shebaa
Farms in southern Lebanon just one day after the Hamas attack. Israel

retaliated with armed drones. 5 The Hezbollah attack came after Israeli
soldiers opened fire on pro-Hamas demonstrators carrying the group’s flag

on the Lebanese side of the border. There were no reported casualties. ©

Saudi Arabia and its allies’ role in the Palestinian-Israeli hostilities

Meanwhile, a Saudi statement suggested that the Hamas attack had
complicated US-led efforts to engineer Saudi recognition of Israel. The
Saudi foreign ministry recalled the kingdom’s “repeated warning of the
dangers of the explosion of the situation as a result of the occupation,
the deprivation of the Palestinian people of their legitimate rights, and

the repetition of systematic provocations against its sanctities”. 7
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The statement indicated that the fighting in Gaza reinforced Saudi
conditioning of diplomatic relations with Israel on viable steps toward
resolving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Already, the fighting has stopped Environmental Protection Minister
Idit Silman from becoming the third Cabinet-level Israeli official to visit
Saudi Arabia in less than two weeks. Ms. Silman was expected to attend
the ‘MENACW 2023, the Middle East and North Africa Climate Week
conference in the kingdom 8 —one of four Regional Climate Weeks held
worldwide ahead of the COP28 United Nations Climate Change
Conference in Dubai in November.

In what diplomats described as an indication of the United Arab
Emirates’ predicament, Emirati officials insisted that the United Nations
Security Council (UNSC) discussion of the fighting on Sunday October
8th would be a closed session rather than a private meeting. The UAE
called for the meeting alongside Malta. Unlike a private meeting, the
closed session excluded Israeli and Palestinian representatives. It ended
without a Council statement.

The UAE was one of four Arab states to recognise Israel in 2020. At the
same time, UAE officials reiterated their long-standing designation of

Hamas as a terrorist organisation. 9

The Palestinian voice in the Security Council meeting was President
Mahmoud Abbas's Palestine Authority, dominated by Al Fatah, Hamas’
archrival, which has United Nations observer status but was caught in a
bind by the outburst of fighting. During the weekend of the
unprecedented Hamas attack, Mr. Abbas was reduced to issuing a
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statement insisting that Palestinians had the right to defend themselves

against the “terror of settlers and occupation troops”. *°

With the perennial potential collapse of the Palestine Authority, Hamas’
attack strengthens the latter group in a likely struggle to succeed 87-
year-old Mr. Abbas, who has continuously lost public support over
recent years.

Turkey and its allies’ role in the Palestinian-Israeli hostilities

While the Israeli-Palestinian fighting was likely to boost popular Arab
rejection of relations with Israel, social media responses in Turkey
indicated a different sentiment among one major segment of Turkish
public opinion. Indeed “Israel is probably more popular than ever
among Turks,” said Turkish Middle East scholar Karabekir Akkoyunlu.

Mr. Akkoyunlu attributed Israel’s popularity in Turkey to rising anti-
Arab sentiment in Turkey, while paradoxically approving Arab
countries normalising relations with the Jewish state—and to Israeli
support for Azerbaijan against Armenia during the latest fighting over
the predominantly Armenian enclave of Nagorno Karabakh which

increasingly brought the latter under Azeri control. *

That did not stop many Turks from marching in Istanbul during the

weekend of October 7th to support the Hamas attack.'* Indeed, Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan hosted Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh

in July 2023—and has allowed the group to operate for years. '3
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However, unlike Arab statements that blamed Israel for the violence in
Gaza and the West Bank, Mr. Erdogan offered to mediate between Israel

and Hamas. 4

Israel’s position on the Gaza conflict

The fighting risks, at least in the short-term, stiffening Israel’s refusal to
entertain steps that would enable the creation of an independent
Palestinian state alongside Israel or a viable one-state solution—even if
the Netanyahu government, the most ultra-conservative and ultra-
nationalist in Israeli history, becomes a victim of renewed violence.

Hamas’ attack has emboldened armed Palestinian resistance on the
West Bank and reinforced Israeli reticence to work towards a resolution
of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict that would involve the creation of an
independent Palestinian state.

Some Israeli sources suggested that Israel’s focus in the last year on
Palestinian resistance in the West Bank had led Israel to pay less
attention to Gaza. More than 50 years after initial Egyptian-Syrian
advances in the early days of the 1973 Arab—Israeli War caught Israel by
surprise, the Hamas attack has put a dent in Israel’s image of military
superiority, prowess, and perception of security.

In addition, perceptions of Israeli weakness may increase once the guns
fall silent, with the country likely to be wracked by assertions that the
Hamas attack was an intelligence and operational failure.

Nevertheless, Israel would likely benefit from an international
community breathing a sigh of relief should the Netanyahu government,

Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics Vol.11 Nos.1-2 Winter 2023

310



, Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics

P

too, pay a high price with its possible demise. No Israeli government has
survived longer than six months in the aftermath of a major war like the
1973 war or the 1982 Israeli invasion of Lebanon.

Even so, the Hamas attack is likely to impact Israeli public opinion. On
the one hand, it is expected to harden attitudes towards Palestinians,
reinforced by Hamas’ brutal attacks on innocent civilians and abuse of
captives. On the other hand, Israelis will probably have less confidence
in Israeli security for the foreseeable future. “I'm worried. I can’t believe
what happened. I've lost confidence,” said an Israeli woman in a text
message to this writer.

Concluding observations on the Gaza conflict

Mr. Netanyahu has sought to capitalise on the hostilities and the mor
ethan 1,100 people killed in Hamas’ October 7 attack by inviting
opposition leaders Yair Lapid and Benny Gantz to join an emergency
government. 'S Mr. Lapid said in a statement that Mr. Netanyahu would
have to ditch his far-right and ultra-conservative coalition partners in
forming an emergency government. The prime minister “knows that
with the current extreme and dysfunctional security cabinet, he can’t
manage a war. Israel needs to be led by a professional, experienced, and
responsible government”. 6

Mr. Netanyahu's invitation came as the fighting temporarily eased the
prime minister’'s immediate domestic concerns. The rocket attacks and
fighting in Israeli towns and settlements close to Gaza ended, at least
temporarily, nine months of mass protests against Mr. Netanyahu’s
planned judicial changes.
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It also halted protests by military reservists, including fighter jet pilots
currently striking Gaza, who had earlier refused to report for duty
because of the planned judicial changes. Israeli ultra-nationalists and
military commanders warned that the reservists’ protest would weaken

Israeli military readiness. 7

On Saturday October 7, 2023 Israel called up reservists for a possible
ground invasion of Gaza after Hamas took scores of Israeli soldiers and

civilians hostage and transferred them from Israel to Gaza.'®

Israel may take heart from the unconditional US and European support,
fuelled by Hamas’ Islamic State-style brutality, in public statements

after the Hamas attack. '9 However, reality is very different behind the
scenes, according to US and European diplomats.

Mr. Netanyahu has not endeared himself to Western leaders by heading
a government that has expanded Israeli settlements in the West Bank;
tacitly endorsed increased anti-Palestinian violence by Israeli settlers;
violated fragile understandings on the Temple Mount or Haram-ash-
Sharif, a site in Jerusalem holy to Jews and Muslims; and responded
brutally to Palestinian resistance.

In addition, Mr. Netanyahu has embraced nationalist and far-right
European leaders, who look more favourably at his policies than Western

Europeans, the European Union, and US President Joe Biden. 2°

Distressing images from Gaza could counter that as Israel continues
with its devastating bombing of Gaza, which has killed at least 300

Palestinians and wounded nearly 2,000 others in less than 24 hours.
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Nevertheless, Hamas may have miscalculated by counting on Mr.
Netanyahu'’s strained relations with his Western partners, leading them
to take a more even-handed approach to renewed violence.

Selfies of Hamas fighters lynching the corpses of killed Israeli soldiers,
reports of killings of Israeli civilians in their homes in towns near Gaza,
and the parade of the dead body of a German tattoo artist buried the

slim chance of a more nuanced Western attitude. 22

Even so, as a Middle Eastern diplomat confided and argued to the
author, the “Middle Eastern paradigm has changed. Everyone is forced
to recalibrate. Hamas shattered perceptions. The Middle East may never
be the same”.

Postcript: Gaza war calls Middle East de-escalation into question

The jury is out on the degree to which the Gaza war threatens pre-war efforts
by Middle Eastern states to freeze their differences and focus on economic
and security cooperation. To be sure, the war has raised the stakes with
tension mounting on the Lebanese-Israeli border and in the Red Sea.

In addition, Israel’s devastating assault on Gaza after Hamas’ brutal
attack across the enclave’s border on October 7, 2023 has complicated,
if not made impossible, overt cooperation between Israel and Arab
states like the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain that have diplomatic
relations with the Jewish state. The war has also delayed US-led efforts
to mediate Saudi recognition of Israel. The kingdom will need serious
progress towards an Israeli-Palestinian peace agreement entailing the
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creation of an independent Palestinian state to justify the establishment
of diplomatic relations with the Jewish state in the wake of the Gaza war.

Even so, no Arab state has broken off relations despite mounting anti-
Israeli sentiment across the region given massive and mounting
Palestinian casualties in Gaza and the West Bank due to Israeli

bombardments and incursions. 23

Egypt may be the only Arab country that can counter public pressure
with some justification, arguing that its border is the major funnel for
humanitarian aid into Gaza. Egypt, one of the few countries with a direct
line to Hamas, also plays a crucial role in arranging truces to facilitate

prisoner exchanges and efforts to end the war. 4

Qatar’s unique role

In a twist of irony, Qatar, which has refused to formalise relations with
Israel without a resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, has emerged,
alongside Egypt, as Israel’s foremost Arab channel, particularly regarding
war-related issues. The Egyptian and Qatari efforts have not earned them
unambiguous acknowledgment by Israel, members of the US Congress,
and some of Qatar’s long-standing Arab critics.

Long a football in Israeli and American politics, Qatar—home to the
United States’ largest military base in the Middle East—has been taken to
task for maintaining a relationship with Hamas, despite its proven utility

and the fact that it enjoyed tacit Israeli and American approval. 25 A
recent headline in Haaretz, Israel’s equivalent of The New York Times,
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read “Netanyahu Wants to Make Qatar the Fall Guy for October 7

Massacre. Don’t Let Him”. 26

In November 2023, Qatar negotiated a one-week truce during which
Hamas released more than 100 hostages kidnapped during its October 7
attack on Israel in exchange for 240 Palestinians held in Israeli prisons
and a limited amount of humanitarian aid. 27 That did not prevent a
senior Israeli official from questioning Qatar’s role: “Right now, we need
them. But when this thing passes from the world, we will settle accounts
with them,” said Israeli foreign ministry deputy director general for

strategic affairs Joshua Zarka. 28

Amid calls by Republican members of Congress on Qatar to crack down
on exile Hamas leaders in the Gulf state, the outside world’s link to the

group 29, Qatar agreed in October 2023 with the United States to revisit

its relationship with Hamas once all hostages have been released. 3°

Qatar and Project Raven

Close to Christmas 2023 , the Middle East Media Research Institute
(MEMRI)—which was founded by Yigal Carmon, a former advisor to
Israel's West Bank and Gaza occupation authority and Prime Ministers
Yitzhak Shamir and Yitzhak Rabin—regurgitated documents leaked in
2019 indicating Qatari interference known as Project Raven in the

internal affairs of European, African, and Middle Eastern states. 3!

In 1993, Mr. Carmon resigned in protest against Mr. Rabin’s signing of
the Oslo accords, which laid the foundation for the establishment of an
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independent Palestinian state alongside Israel. These accords created
President Mahmoud Abbas’s West Bank-based Palestine Authority.

The leaks, reportedly orchestrated by the United Arab Emirates, were
part of a covert information war between the Gulf state and Qatar
during a 3.5-year-long Emirati-Saudi-led diplomatic and economic
boycott of Qatar in which both sides used leaks to portray each other
negatively. 32 The UAE and Qatar also hired intelligence companies to
survey and blacken their opponents’ reputations in Europe and the

United States. 33

There was no obvious news peg for MEMRI to regurgitate a story with
no updates that first broke three years ago and has lied dormant for the
past two years—as the media organisation documented in its late
December 2023 re-publication.

MEMRI did summarily reference Qatargate, a 2023 scandal involving
European Parliament (EP) members who allegedly were on the Qatari
payroll, and Project Endgame, reportedly a Qatari-financed operation
involving a former CIA operative to spy on the Gulf state’s detractors in

the run-up to the 2022 World Cup. 34

Israel’s Gaza war conduct alarm Arab states

Similarly, Israel has alarmed Egypt with calls to ethnically cleanse Gaza
by moving a majority of its already displaced 2.3 million population to
the Sinai Peninsula. Israeli Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich called for
Israeli re-occupation of the war-ravaged territory, arguing that “if there
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are 100,000 Or 200,000 Arabs in Gaza and not two million, the whole

discourse about the day after will be different”. 35

At the same time, Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu insisted that
Israel should retain control of the Egypt-Gaza border zone. “The
Philadelphi Corridor—or to put it more correctly, the southern
stoppage point (of Gaza)—must be in our hands. It must be shut. It is
clear that any other arrangement would not ensure the demilitarisation

that we seek,” Mr. Netanyahu said. 36

Egypt has strongly rejected both suggestions. Egypt and other Arab states
fear that Israel's conduct of the war and expansionist ambitions will
further inflame public opinion at home and upset, if not deliver a death
knell, to a fragile apple cart designed to shelve rather than resolve regional
differences that, like the Palestinian issue, could spin out of control.

Earlier in December 2023, 96 per cent of Saudis polled favoured Arab
states cutting all ties with Israel, while in a steep increase compared to
previous surveys 4o per cent of those surveyed looked favourably at
Hamas. Moreover, 87 per cent believed the war had shown “that Israel

is so weak and internally divided that it can be defeated some day”. 37

In a blow to Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman’s effort to
project the kingdom as a moderate and tolerant Muslim state, just 5
percent of those polled agreed that Saudis should “show more respect to
the world’s Jews, and improve our relations with them”. Even so, 75 per
cent supported Arabs engaging in diplomatic efforts to achieve peace

between Israel and the Palestinians. 38
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In response to hardening public sentiment, Saudi authorities sought to
restrict public support for the Palestinians. The most recent Red Sea
Film Festival in Jeddah, the biggest film event in the Middle East and
North Africa, for example, welcomed Palestinian cinema but banned
the donning by attendees of keffiyahs, the chequered black-and-white

scarf, which is a popular icon of Palestinian identity. 39

Similarly, the UAE disregarded optics when it put on trial on charges of
terrorism 87 Emirati activists, some of whom have lingered for a decade
behind bars, as it hosted what officials dubbed “the most inclusive Cop
ever,” the 28th United Nations Climate Change Conference.4° The
charges did not involve Gaza-related issues. However, the opening of
this trial as world attention focused on Dubai sent a message to Emirati
nationals and residents that the UAE would not entertain any public
dissent, including in connection with the war and the Palestinians.

More generally, human rights groups and journalists reported the
arrests of activists in the UAE, Bahrain, and Saudi Arabia who had

expressed support for the Palestinians. Others were warned not to.

Dr. James M. Dorsey is an award-winning journalist and scholar, a senior
fellow at Nanyang Technological University’s S. Rajaratnam School of
International Studies, an adjunct senior research fellow at National University
of Singapore’s Middle East Institute and co-director of University of
Wiirzburg’s Institute for Fan Culture. jmd@jmdonline.org

An earlier version of the article appeared on October 9, 2023, at:

www.jamesmdorsey.net/post/the-middle-east-may-never-be-the-same.
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An earlier version of the Postscript section of the article appeared on

January 2, 2024 at: www.jamesmdorsey.net/post/gaza-war-calls-middle-

east-de-escalation-into-question.
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Guest Column

Amendment of the Bosnian electoral law by the
High Representative on election night in 2022: its
effects and consequences on the election results,
politics and society in Bosnia and Herzegovina

Alden Pervan with Ab de Buck

Introduction

Bosnia’s complicated state structure goes back to the war in the early and
mid-1990s. This stems from the Dayton accord, which was concluded in
late 1995 under pressure from the United States, Russia and Europe after
the 1992-1995 war. Under this Dayton Peace Agreement the country was
and continues to be divided into two entities, the Federation and the so-
called Republic Srpska. In the latter, Bosnian Serbs hold the positions of
power. Above the two federations, there is a ‘High Representative’
installed by the Dayton accord who oversees the country on behalf of the
international community. In practice and to the present day, this has
always been someone from the European Union.

This complex structure has led to a political stalemate and even violent
tensions for years; nationalist politicians, especially of Bosnian-Serb
origin in Srpska and of Bosnian-Croat origin in the Federation, habitually
block political decision-making, which frustrates and stifles Bosnia’s
society and economy—and even regularly threaten with secession of
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‘their’ mono-ethnic entities and/or regions, which endangers Bosnia’s
peace, security and territorial integrity, i.e. very existence.

The fact that the constitution is discriminatory at its core helps to worsen
these stalemates and dangers: if one happens to be Jewish or Sinti, for
example, one cannot become the country’s President. The same restriction
applies if one do not want to be placed in one of the three ethnic ‘boxes’
(Bosniak, Serbian, Croatian). Consequently many young people see no

future and leave the country as soon as they get the chance.’

However, this article 2 focuses on a major, reprehensible incident in
recent times which may even endanger Bosnia’s future irrespective of the
shortcomings of the Dayton accord and the constitution which it helped
to shape. 3 Indeed, this incident even violates the present constitution—
and actually worsens the discriminatory aspects it already contains.

This incident concerns the ‘reforms of the Electoral Act’ which High
Representative Christian Schmidt (hereinafter: Schmidt) announced and
implemented on the night of the elections in the Federation of Bosnia
and Herzegovina (hereinafter: FBiH) on October 2, 2022. After the polling
stations closed at 7 p.m., Schmidt announced at 9 p.m. the electoral
adjustments for FBiH, one of the two entities of Bosnia and Herzegovina
ever since the implementation of the Dayton peace accord of November
1995. Schmidt's adjustment had direct effects on:

1. The allocation of seats in the cantons;
2. The composition of the House of the Peoples;
3. The choice of president and vice president.
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We explain this more detailed below. We also make a comparison with
the situation in the Bosnian-Serb entity Republika Srpska—where
elections were held as well on October 2, 2022, but which Schmidt left
untouched—and discuss the consequences of the adjustment.

The allocation of seats in the cantons

With Schmidt’s change of the Electoral Act, the number of seats per ethnic
group, per canton changed immediately upon its implementation. In the
preexisting electoral law there already was a very skewed distribution of
these seats; the new shift by Schmidt has only helped to reinforce this—
worsen it in fact. Table 1in the Appendix gives the new ethnic distribution
per canton. Two examples illustrate this new arrangement:

& HNK Canton (Mostar): According to the 2013 census, the HNK canton
was home to 118,000 Croats, 92,000 Bosniaks and 6,000 Serbs. Under
Schmidt’s terms, that canton were to delegate five Croats, two Serbs and
only one Bosniak to the Federal House of the Peoples. Thus 118,000 Croats
were to delegate five Croats, 6,000 Serbs were to delegate two Serbs and
92,000 Bosniaks, just one Bosniak. Therefore, a Croat from Mostar
became four times more valuable than a Bosniak from Mostar overnight.

& Canton of SBK (central Bosnia, including Travnik/Jajce): 57 percent of
the population of this Central Bosnian canton is Bosniak: according to
the 2013 census there were 146,000 people who identified themselves as
Bosniak (i.e. ‘Bosnian Muslim’), 97,000 who identified themselves as
Croat (about 30 percent of the canton’s population) and about 3,000 as
Serb. With his amendment High Representative Schmidt prescribed that
two Bosniaks, four Croats and one Serb from that canton be delegated to
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the House of Peoples of FBIH. So three Bosniaks from, say, Jajce became
worth as much as one Croat from Travnik/Jajce.

Table 1 in the appendix gives a detailed overview for seven cantons. On
average, there came then one seat per 78,000 Bosniaks, one per 20,000
Croats and one per 2,600 Serbs. The voice of a Bosnian Croat therefore
came to count four times as much as that of a Bosniak, and that of a Serb

even 30 times as much—as shown by Figure 1 in the Appendix. 4

Effects on Bosnia’s constitution, politics, democracy and society

Each election result gradually affects the ‘House of the Peoples’, the first
chamber of FBiH: the vote of every delegate has the same value in this
House of the Peoples. Schmidt’s electoral change in early October 2022
especially strengthened the position of the Bosnian Croats however.

Schmidt’s imposed decision on that fateful election night also increased
the number of delegates proposing a list of candidates for the president
and vice president of FBiH from 35 to 48% (from 6 out of 17 delegates to
1u out of 23). This ensured the decisive influence of the Croatian
Democratic Union of Bosnia and Herzegovina (Croatian: Hrvatska
demokratska zajednica Bosne i Hercegovine or HDZ BiH)—or HDZ in
short, the ethnic nationalist Croatian party in FBiH—during the
composition of the government in FBiH, and indirectly at the national
level of Bosnia and Herzegovina as a whole.

During the preceding four years prior to the October 2022 elections, HDZ
virtually blocked all significant laws, resolutions and other initiatives in
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parliament. Since Schmidt’s disastrous electoral amendment HDZ’s
position of power has only grown stronger still.

At the same time, the position of the Bosniaks became further limited by
the fact that Schmidt mandated that they be allowed to hold a maximum
of one of the three key positions in FBiH: Prime Minister, Speaker of the
House of Representatives of the Federation Parliament and Speaker of
the House of Peoples of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Also,
the Prime Minister and the President of FBIH could no longer be from
the same constituent ethnic group.

Therefore, summarising, Schmid’s gross, misguided and undemocratic
intervention in the electoral law has further exacerbated the inequality
between Bosnia’s main population groups i.e. ethnicities. Since then the
vote of Bosniaks counts for even less than that of Bosnian Croats and
Serbs—four and thirty times as less respectively. Obviously this lopsided
electoral weighting of ‘ethnic votes’ is extremely discriminatory.
Schmidt’s unilateral adjustment also reverberates in the composition
and voting weights in the House of Peoples—and in the way the FBiH
presidency is chosen and functioning in the present day.

Comparison with Republika Srpska

The situation in the FBiH is fundamentally different from that Bosnia’s
other entity the Republika Srpska. Its Prime Minister and President are
invariably Bosnian Serbs, and there are no reserved parliamentary seats
for minorities in its parliament. With his decision to change the electoral
law on election night of October 2, 2022, Schmidt contributed to an even
more far-reaching organisation of both entities, while the supposed goal
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of the High Representative to further integration and equality. Ironically,
there is good reason to protect the rights of ethnic minorities in
Republika Srpska, but Schmidt neglected to rectify this in any shape or
form in his electoral adjustment.

The fact that Schmidt tightened with this adjustment the ethnic division
in FBiH, and left the situation in Republika Srpska untouched, reinforces
the view that he has been acting in a partisan manner—to put it mildly
—and the suspicion that he made the adjustment under pressure from
the Croatian government which for years if not decades encouraged and
even mirrored the ethno-nationalist and exclusivist policies of HDZ.

Misguided and disastrous actions like Schmidt’s not only negatively affect
Bosnia’s democratic legal order with its norms and values, but also cause
further ethnicisation of society and the current constitution of FBiH,
which ultimately only benefits the ethno-nationalist parties. In this specific
case, it secures the nationalist-Croatian HDZ party such a dominant
position, which makes it impossible in any future democratic way to form
a government without this party. In the past four years, the HDZ has
completely blocked the active functioning of parliament. Their position of
power is now even stronger since Schmidt’s electoral amendment.

With his decision, Schmidt abused his powers and undermined the
democratic order. In addition, Schmidt's actions damage not only the
reputation of the Office of High Representative (OHR), but also of Bosnia
and Herzegovina, by unilaterally and discriminatorily modifying the
election results on election day (!), thereby mutilating and marginalising
the democratic will of all citizens who voted. These changes to the
constitution of FBiH and its Electoral Act were implemented without the
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population being informed in advance. The decision was and is actually
incompatible with OSCE guidelines. The consequences of his actions are
therefore catastrophic.

We therefore believe that Schmidt's actions and decisions showed
partiality, a lack of competence and sense of justice, as well as a complete
lack of understanding of the complex situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina,
which is essential to carry out such a heavily responsible function as the
OHR with competence and integrity.

In addition, Schmidt has used the 2013 population census in elaborating
and justifying his decision to amend the electoral in the way he did.
However, this violates Annex VII of the Dayton Peace Agreement, which
states that all refugees must be able to return to their place of residence
of origin if they wished. As far as this is not accomplished in any
meaningful and significant way, the only valid census count remains that
of 1991, i.e. the one before the war.

Moreover, the Dayton Peace Agreement has given Bosnia and
Herzegovina a monistic system, i.e. international law has direct effect in
the national legal order and is superior to national law. However,
Schmidt ignored all five relevant judgments of the European Convention
on Human Rights (ECHR)—in which the court considers discriminatory
aspects of the Dayton Convention problematic and orders Bosnia and
Herzegovina to reform its constitution—and gave priority to a judgment
of the national constitutional court (Ljubic judgment) that was already
implemented by the same court, and completely redundantly used by
Schmidt again as an argument to justify his decisions.

Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics Vol.11 Nos.1-2 Winter 2023

331



, Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics

P

Direct consequences for the Dayton Peace Agreement

- Pursuant to Annex 10, the High Representative has the authority to
supervise the implementation of the civil part of the Dayton Peace
Agreement. This includes, among other things, fair and democratic
elections that have been nullified as such with his decision (and the
moment at which this decision was taken) on October 2, 2022. In
addition, Mr. Schmidt exceeded his powers (misused these for purposes
other than those for which they were intended) by making amendments
to the Constitution of one of the entities.

- Violation of Annex 4, the Constitution of Bosnia and Herzegovina. In
particular Article I/2 which describes Bosnia and Herzegovina as a
democratic state under the rule of law, with free and fair elections.
Schmidt’s decision goes against this because rules for the
implementation of the election results were changed on election day,
while the Commission for Democracy and Law (Venice Commission)
also maintains a deadline of one year before the elections for changes in
electoral law and the electoral system.

- Bosnia and Herzegovina has a monistic legal order in which
international law has direct effect and takes precedence over domestic
law. As a result, various international human rights treaties (AnnexI) are
part of the domestic legal order, including the European Convention on
Human Rights (ECHR) based on Article II/2 (Annex 4). By valuing
citizens on the basis of their ethnic origin and favouring them in the
context of the implementation of election results, the High
Representative violated both the ECHR and the International
Convention on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR).
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- The High Representative unilaterally decided to use different censuses
to compose the House of Peoples of the Federation of Bosnia and
Herzegovina and the its government power. However only the 1991
census is in use to counteract the results of ethnic cleansing. This rule
applies until Annex 7, the return of all refugees to their place of origin,
has been realised. By applying the 2013 census for the composition of the
legislature (in favour of the HDZ), the High Representative has violated
Annex 7 and recognised de facto and de jure the results of ethnic
cleansing and this Annex, by his actions, declared as realised.

Conclusion: What is needed?

We echo the letter signed by twenty-eight members of the European
Parliament and parliaments of EU member states in late January 2023
addressed to Schmidt, demanding that he explains his decision to amend
Bosnia’s electoral legislation on election night the way he did. In
particular they stated that:

The mandate of the OHR is arguably the most powerful and far-
reaching international supervision structures in any country in the
world. The so-called Bonn Powers can overrule democratic
institutions and decisions when OHR sees the DPA [Dayton Peace
Agreement] endangered. Thus, the holder of this mandate should take
into account a great sense of responsibility, integrity, proportionality

and respect for national institutions and the citizens. 5

They further expressed their deepest concerns about Schmidt’s use of the
Bonn powers at the close of election day.
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We therefore ask these parliamentarians and other representatives and
decisionmakers on the European and national levels to exert their
influence so that Schmidt withdraws his unilateral, partisan and
undemocratic decisions like the ones on election night in early October
2022 and the discussion about reforms of the electoral law can take place
again where it belongs, namely in the national institutions of Bosnia and
Herzegovina and particular and in Bosnia society in general.

What is needed is an honest and sincere approach that will enable the
country to develop into a fully-fledged democratic society, with a truly
pluralistic system based on the rule of (international) law, which gives the
country the opportunity to become a full member of the European family.

Drs. Alden Pervan, a new contributor to this journal, is a Dutch legal expert
of Bosnian descent who has written about Bosnia and other topics, and has
completed a Master thesis on The Dayton Peace Agreement: short-term
redemption or long-term tragedy? at Open University in March 2022.
pervanalden@hotmail.com.

Drs. Ab de Buck, occasional contributor to this journal, is a Dutch
environmental analyst who has frequently written about Bosnia and other
(former) conflict areas for and in the Dutch media since the 1990s.
abdebuck@live.com.
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Appendix

Figure 1

How much more counts the vote of a Bosnian
Croat/ Serb vs. a Bosniak
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Main source: Slobodna Bosna, 18 October 2022 (see endnote 4).

Figure 2

Number of citizens per seat
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Main source: Slobodna Bosna, 18 October 2022 (see endnote 4).
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Table 1

Number of seats per canton

Canton with city # inhabitants |# Seats (before| # Seats (after
October 2022) | October 2022)
HNK Mostar Bosniaks 118000 1 1
Bosnian Croats 92000 3 5
Bosnian Serbs 6000 2 2
Other 1
SBK Travnik Bosniaks 146000 1 2
Bosnian Croats 97000 3] 4
Bosnian Serbs 3000 1 1
Other 1
LK Livno Bosniaks 8000 1 1
Bosnian Croats 67000 2 3
Bosnian Serbs 10.000 3 4
Other 1
TK Tuzla Bosniaks 392000 4 5
Bosnian Croats 23000 1 1
Bosnian Serbs 7000 2 3
Other 1
ZDK Zenica/ Doboj Bosniaks 300000 3 4
Bosnian Croats 43000 1 2
Bosnian Serbs 5500 1 2
Other 1
KS Sarajevo Bosniaks 346000 3 4
Bosnian Croats 17000 1 1
Bosnian Serbs 13000 2 4
Other 1
USK Bihac Bosniaks 246000 2 3
Bosnian Croats 8500 1 1
Bosnian Serbs 5000 0 3
Other 1

Main source: Slobodna Bosna, 18 October 2022 (see endnote 4).

NB: do you have any comments on Pervan’s & De Buck’s article? Please send these
to info@ethnogeopolitic.org or by contactform at www.ethnogeopolitics.org.

Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics Vol.11 Nos.1-2 Winter 2023

337



mailto:info@ethnogeopolitic.org
http://www.ethnogeopolitics.org/

Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics Vol.11 Nos.1-2 Winter 2023

338



Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics Vol.11 Nos.1-2 Winter 2023

339



Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics Vol.11 Nos.1-2 Winter 2023

340



Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics Vol.11 Nos.1-2 Winter 2023

341






